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D E F ,E N C E 

or TBI 

CONSTITUTIONS OF GOVERNMENT 

OF THE UNITED STATES OP 

AMERICA. 



Italian Republics of the Middle Age. 

Grofvenor-fquare, April 19, 1787 

MY DEAR SIR, 

THERE is no example of a governmen 
fimply democratical ; yet there are many o 
forms nearly or remotely refemblinj; what a:re xm 
■derftood by All Authority in one Center. Then 
once exifted a clufter of governmenis, now gene- 
rally known by the name of the Iralirin Repub- 
lics of the Middle Age, which dcferye tlieacr^ntjo'r 

of Americans,and ^U farthec ti^pCa^^ 
the principles *tifc htive endeaVoyrjBd.ta.maintun, 
If it appears, frcjftij riieLbiitory qf all:i56 ahcienl 
republics of Greece, 'Icaly/aqd, Aitai'^mqr^ '^s 
>vell as from thoie tliat jffil^fjerii^vi^lrt^wlrz'eHandj 
Italy, and elfewheVe, that caprice, inftabihty, tur- 
bulence, revolutions, and the alternate prevalence 
of thofe two plagues and fcourges of mankind, 
tyranny and anarchy, were the etfefts of govern- 
ments without three orders and a balance, the 
fame important truth will appear, in a ftill clearer 
light, in the republics of Italy. Tlie fketches to 
be given of thefe cannot be introduced with more 

A 2 prg- 
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and trtA ariftocracics. Ancient nations 
one point, very generally defeftive in i 
ftitutions, and that was the incertirud 
fovereignty, and, by confequence, the i 
of government, which was, in all the rej 
Italy, a perpetual occafion of infinite cc 
In no part of Italy, however united toge 
found eftabliftied an abfolute hereditary i 
By many examples, it is manifeft, that i 
thcr were created by the favour of the m 
or fought at leaft their confent, and c 
the people in affairs of mod importai 
greateft danger. The government of the g 
which fucceeded, was rather a frauduleni 
lent ufiirpation, than a true and proper ari 
eftablilhed by law, or confirmed by long 
QOiVcfted . pofleffion ; and a popular gov( 
i'ij ''piver V^;^-ec4;4r-f9 durable^. a5 whe 
fuixedwiib.ihektftKgi'ity of bnefiroceme I 
Df a-ftn^tjf j; (a-rfiat. ipijfcd: goycrnments 
TV;rfl'»Lw^y8/^rcT|?rr*3a.:^ the thr( 

)1* ej(ivemftic'h3t« 'o^yer^berds-.felli when 
irolc; and all the HiHafeTefioblxcs, neaii; 
inic, by the fame gradations, pafl'ed from c 
)f adminiftration to anntk**- i- •»^- 



Danina. 

kings could not have much munificence. Many 
ftaies p&ea ol;>eyed the fame king ; /or he who had 
the lordlhip of one city^ procured himfelf to be 
eiedted the head of another. Porfenna, whom 
Di^onyfius calls king of Tufcany^ becaufe he was 
followed by many Tufcan nations^ was from the 
beginning only king of Chiuli. The kings of 
Rome, by various means, gained the command of 
the Latin cities, which neverthelefs, two centuries 
aftenvards, reputed themfelvesftill independent of 
the llate of Rome. The king of the Veientes 
had the lordfhip of Fidena^ a free city, and inde- 
pendent of the Veientes, in the fame manner as 
the Viconti lords of Milan, Cadmccio lord of 
Lucca^ and the Scala lords of Verona, and fo 
many other princes and tyrants of the later ages, 
before the exaltation of Charles the Fifth made 
fuch progrefs in obtaining the fovereignty of many 
cities, Thefe kingdoms were either fimply elec- 
tive, or at lead required the expi efs confent of the 
people^ how often foever one relation fucceeded 
to another. Royal governments neverihelefs were 
generally difpleafing to the people ; and the gran^ 
dees and nobles, who were the molt expofed to 
the caprice of the prince, both in their perfons 
and property, iludied to generate in the minds of 
the common people an hatrec\ to the name of king, 
and to excite the defire of liberty. They flattered 
tbemfelves, that if the principality, which often 
fell into the hands of new men and adventurers, 
fuch as. Tarquin in Rome, and Arillodemiis in 
Cuma^ were abolifhedji they (houk) b^able to live, 
.not only with more fecunty and greater licence, 
but with more authority, command, and power. 
In what nation, and in which city, the revolution 
firft began, is not eafy tq determine ; but in thv 
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.41 iucii energy, 
Icalian nation, that if any city wifhed 
continue or recover the ufe of kings, th 
tion was fcarcely manifefted before t 
pointed out and reviled by the other c; 
upon all great occafions abandoned. Tl 
tes,* either from a difguft at the cabals 
bition which arofe from the annual cr 
new magiftrates, or the better to provide 
created afrcfh a king ; by which refolut 
incurred to fuch a degree the hatred and c 
of the other people of Tufcany, that, cot 
every rule of policy, duty, and cuftom, th 
left alone to fuftain that obftinate war v 
Romans, which- ended in their ruin. In 
ginning of the fourth century of the Roma 
there is fcldom or ever any mention rr 
kings in any of the flares of Italy. Th< 
authority and adminiflration of public affair 
into the hands of the nobility, fenate, or th 
jvhich conttituted at firft the middle or 
ween the king and the people, which bee; 
bpreme head of the government; and a 
he greater magiftracies were elefted by th< 
r fufFrages of the people, neverthelefs all 
ours and all the power f>X t-Vi^ r. 
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evident, that in every kind of community, the 
rich and the noble endeavour, as it were, by the ir 
very natyrc,toexcUide the common people and the 
plebeians. Mod of the public affairs relative to 
peace or war were treated in a fenatc compofed 
eflentially of patricians and nobles, who, in every 
thing that regarded the conditution, inclined more 
to arillocracy than to popular government. No 
city was fo mean or fo ill ordered, as not to have 
a public council, or a fcnate. Livy fpeaks of the 
fenate, not only of Naples, Capua, and Cuma, 
but of Noia, Pipernum, Tofculum, Tivoli, the 
Veientcs, and of others, fo frequently, that it is 
clear, that in all the republics there was an order 
diftindt from the plebeians, who retained in theit 
hands the ciTence of the government. But the 
plebeiaiis,once become obdinate, at the folicitation 
of the nobility, in a hatred of tyranny, had noi 
far to go before they opened their eyes upon theii 
own qonduion, and learned that they had done 
nothing tnore than exchange one mafter for many; 
and began to make every exertion to obtain, ir 
part, the poiTeflion of that liberty, of which they had 
obtained a tafte in words from the order of patri- 
cians and the fenate: and as the multitude began tc 
xnake trial of their ftrength, the fovereign authoritj 
was ceded to them by little and tittle, and tht 
nobility, in their turn, were tormented and tyran- 
nifedi by the plebeians. Livy obferves, that abou 
the tioie^of the Carthaginian war, by a kinc 
of epidemical malady fpread through the Italiat 
republics, the plebeians applied themfelves to per 
fecute the nobility. Neverthelefs, the order c 
the grandees always prefervcd a great part of th 
power; for the nature of popular governmer 
being variable, inconftant, and incapable of con 
dufting itfelf, the fenate and the nobility, wh 
adt with more maturity of deliberation, and wit 

A 4 imcref 



^*AV» 



icuiiie, aevoived cbe principal auth 
fome individual) who, with or without 
of fuprcnie magillrate, was always regardt 
head of the government. Thus we find 
liuSy head of^che Latins ; an Accius Tullii 
cipal of the Vulfci ; an Herennius, of tl 
nitcs; a Calavius, of the Canipania^s ; 
rius, a Cainillus, and a Fabius, chief of i 
mans ; and, to fpcak the truth, there vva 
iny great and important fuccefs in any fn 
leither at home nor abroad, except in thol 
then fome one citizen held the wills oft! 
ic in his own power. But waving the 
hefe general obfervations for the prefent, 
iefcend to particulars; and quitting the j 
L'publics of Italy^ dcfcend to thofe of the i 
je, among which Florence is the mod i 
us. As the hillory of that noble city anc 
inimous people has been writ ten by tw 
lors, among a multitude of others, wlv 
5 compared (o any of the hiftorians of < 
Rome, we have here an example mort 
ilincatcd; an experiment morepcrfedlypia 
ore accurately dcTcribed than any we hav 
incd before. You will not, therefore, fin 



not cxffted a more interefting city. Their hiftory 
is full of leflbns of wifdom, extremely to our pur- 
pofe. We have all along contended, that the pre- 
dominant paflions of all men in power, whether 
kings, nobles, or plebeians, is the fame ; that ty- 
ranny will be the effed, whoever are the governors, 
whether the one, the few, or the many, if uncon- 
troaled by equal laws made by common confent,and 
fupported, proiedted, and enforced by three different 
orders of men in equilibrio. In Florence, where 
the adminiftration was by turns in the nobles, the 
grandees, the commons, the plebeians, the mob, 
the ruling paffions of each was the fame ; and the 
government of each immediately degenerated into 
a tyranny fo infupportable, as to produce a fjelh 
revolution. We have all along contended, that 
a (imple government, in a fingle aiTembly, whe- 
ther ariftocratical or democratical, muftofnecef- 
lity divide into two parties, each of which will 
be headed by fome one illuftrious family ; and 
will proceed from debate and controverfy to fedi- 
tion and war^— In Florence, the firft diffenfion was 
among the nobility ; the fecond between the no- 
bles and commons ; and the third between the 
commons and plebeians : in each of which con- 
tefts, as foon as one party got uppermod, it fplit 
into two; and executions, confifcations, banilh- 
ments, ajSaiSnations, and difperfions of ^milies, 
were the fruit of every divifion, even with more 
atrocious aggravations than in thofe of Greece. 
Havif>g rio^ttHrd order to appeal to for decifion, no 
conteft could be decided but by the fword. k 
will enable us the better to underftand Machiavel, 
wbofe hiftory will be abridged and commented 
on, if we piemife from * Nardi, that the ciiy of 

* ^Jj^ Storie dclla Ckta de Firenze, p. i. 
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,^f iiicaiiuig lo ligntty, t 
the inhabitants had come into the city 
ckizens, having been deprived of theii 
country by conqueft, while they wen 
lo enlarge and extend their territoi 
originally of this country, had becor 
in riches, and powerful in dependent 
their own induftry or the favour of fc 
others^ having been foreigners, had c 
manner to inhabit the city : but fro 
mitive condition, they ftHl retained 
(ions of lord and vafTal, by habit and 
both in the city and the country* A 
mixture were indifferently called noble 
and families ; and they were equally 1 
tradidted, and oppofed, in the governr 
republic, and in all their other adioi 
party which was called the fubftantial 
popolo graffo. The lower clafs of [ 
plebeians, il popolo minuto, never ini 
government at all, excepting on one 1 
fion, when, with violence, they ufurp 
its proper place will be related* So 
made another divifion ftill of the pW 
not without reafon ; for thofe who p( 



Nardil 

citizens, as holding a middle ftation. The re* 
mainder of the lower clafs, who pofleffed no 
kind of property, were held of no account. Ne- 
vcrthclefs, all this undiftinguiflied aggregate were 
called the people of Florence, and the exprcf- 
fion is (lill in ufe, as the people of Athens, or 
the people of Rome, anciently comprehended 
die whole body of the inhabitants of thofe cities; 
to which confufed, and in its nature pernicious 
aggregate, as that of the head and tail always is, 
the body of middling citizens will always remain 
extremely ufeful, and proportioned to the confti- 
lutioQ of a pcrfcft republic— As Machiavel is the 
tnoft favourable to a popular government, and is 
•even fufpcdted of fomctimes difguifing the truth to 
conceal or mollify its defeds, thefubltanceof this 
&.etch will be taken from him, referring at the fame 
tine to other authors ; fo that thofe young Ame- 
ricans, who wi(h to be matters of the fubgeft, may 
be at no lofs for information. The moft ufeful 
erudition for republicans is that ^ which expofes 
the caufes of difcord ; by which they may learn 
wifdom and unanimity from the examples of 
ethers. The fadtions in Florence are the moft re- 
markable of any. Moft other commonwealths 
have been divided into two : that city was dif- 
tra&ed into many. . In Rome, the conteft be- 
tween patricians and plebeians, which arofe aftef 
the expulfioo of kings, continued to the diflblu- 
lion of the republic; the fame happened at 
Athens, and all the other commonwealths of 
Greece, Italy, and Afia Minor, — Such was the 
patriotifm or good fortune of Florence, that (he 
items to have gathered frefti vigour, and rifen 
ftronger for her Tadtions. Some, who efcaped in 

^ Machiavel's Intindu&ioD. 
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.4c iiuoies, thefecond 
thTrd families, meaning to figi 
the inhabitants had come into th 
citizens, having been deprived o 
country by conqueft, while the; 
to enlarge and extend their t( 
originally of this country, had i 
in riches, and powerful in depe; 
their own induftry or the favour 
others, having been foreigners, 1 
manner to inhabit the city: bu 
mitive condition, they ftill retail 
(ions of lord and vafTal, by hab^t 
both in the city and the country, 
mixture were indifferently called n 
and families ; and they were equa 
tradidted, and oppofed, in the go^ 
republic, and in all their other a 
party which was called the fubfta 
popolo graflo. The lower clafs 
plebeians, il popolo minuto, nev« 
government at all, excepting on < 
fion, when, with violence, they i 
its proper place will be related* 
made another division ftill of the 
not withnnt -— ^ 
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citizens, as holding a middle ftation. The re* 
mainder of the lower clafs, who pofleffed no 
kind of property, were held of no account. Nc- 
vcrthclefs, all this undiftinguiflied aggregate were 
called the people of Florence, and the exprcf- 
fion is (lill in ufe, as the people of Athens, or 
the people of Rome, anciently comprehended 
the whole body of the inhabitants of thofe cities; 
CO which confufed, and in its nature pernicious 
aggregate, as that of the head and tail always is, 
the body of middling citizens will always remain 
extreoiely ufeful, and proportioned to the confti- 
tution of a perfeft republic— As Machiavel is the 
moft favourable to a popular government, and is 
^vcn fufpcdted of fometimes difguifingthe truth to 
conceal or mollify its defeds, thefubltanceof this 
ikctch will be taken from him, referring at the fame 
time to other authors ; fo that thofe young Ame- 
ricans, who wi(h to be mafters of the fub^edt, may 
be at no lofs for information. The moft ufeful 
erudition for republicans is that ^ which expofes 
the caufes of difcord ; by which they may learn 
wifclom and unanimity from the examples of 
others. The fadlions in Florence are the moft re- 
markable of any. Moft other commonwealths 
have been divided into two : that city was dif- 
tra&ed into many. . In Rome, the conteft be- 
tween patricians and plebeians, which arofe aftel 
the expulfioo of kings, continued to the diflblu* 
tion of the republic; the fame happened at 
Athens, and all the other commonwealths oj 
Greece, Italy, and Afia Minor, — Such was tht 
patriotifm or good fortune of Florence, that (h< 
ftcms'to have gathered frefti vigour, and rifcn 
ftronger for her Tadtions. Some, who efcaped in 

^ Machiavd's Intindu&ioD. 

the 



alter they had (haken off the yoke « 
it might have equalled any rcpubl 
modern, in military power and the 
The city of Florence was begu 
habitants of Fiefole, who, fituated 
of a hill, marked out a plot of | 
the plain between the hill and ih 
for the convenicncy of merchants, v 
{lores there for their goods. When 
bad fecured Italy, by the dcftrud 
thage, this place multiplied exceeding 
came a city, by the name of Villa Ar 
was the firft, and, after him, the i\ 
citizens who revenged the death of 
divided the empire, who fent colonie 
who fettled in the plain not far fror 
already begun : ^nd the place becam 
buildings and inhabitants, and fuel 
were made for a civil government, th 
well be reckoned among the citie; 
Whence it took the name of Floren< 
well known. Tacitus calls the towr 
and the people Florentines. Ir wocC 
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ill by the German emperors. In loio the Flo- i 
ittiiincs took and deftroyed Fiefole. When the 
{x>pe$ affumed greater authority in Italy, and the 
power of the German emperors was upon the 
wane, all the towns of that province began to 
govern themfelves. In 1080 (taly was divided i 
between Henry the Third and the church. The 
Florcrttines always fubmitted to the conqueror, 
until 1 2 15. The longer it was before Florence 
was fetzed by the paroxyfms of faftions, the more 
fiual they proved. The caufe of its firft divifion 
is well known. The moft powerful families in 
Florence, in 1215, ^^^ ^^^ Buondelmonti and 1 
the Uberti ; and next to them the Amadei and 
Donati: a quarrel happened about a lady, and 
Mcficr Buondelmonti was killed. This murder 
divided the whole city, one part of it fiding with 
the Buondelmonti, Und the other with the Uberti; 
and as both the families were powerful in alli- 
ances, caftlcs, and adherents, the quarrel con- 
tinued many years, till the reign of the emperor 
Frederick iht Second, who being likewife king of 
Naples, and defirous to ftrcngthen himfelf againft 
the church, andeftablilh his intereft morefecurely 
in Tufcany, joined the Uberti, who by his affift- 
ance drove the Buondelmonti out of Florence ; 
and thus that city became divided, as all the reft 
of Italy was before, into the two fadions, of 
Giielphs and Ghibellines ; the former of which 
denoniinactd the adherents of the pope,^ and the 

latter 

* Danitia, Rttohizioni d'ltalia. — There flonrifhed in Ger- 
IDaoy t«PD principal tamiHcs, the one calied the Henries of 
jGbibllinjga, and the other the Giielphs of Altdorp^ which by 
die mamagie of Azzo d*Eftc with Cuncgund, daughter of 
tenelph the Third, ingrtifted itfcU* into the Oouie oi Eftc, 
ialUsd afurwards for that reafon Guelfa EAenfe, from which 
fxt dcfcended the dukes of Modena^ and thofe of Brunfwi?k 
ADd Hanover. From the firll of which families, viz. the 

Ghib(,c\Vu\e^ 
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Guelphs thus driven out of the c 
the valley, which lies higher up t 
their ftrong places and dependenc 
fendecT themfelves as well as th 
when Frederick died, the neutral 
city endeavoured to re-unite it, 
upon the Guelphs to forget the di 
fuffered, and return; and the Ghi 
mifs their animofities and receive th 
were re-united, they divided thecit] 
and chofe twelve citizens, two to go\ 
Uziani. with the title of Aanziani, but to be * 
year. To prevent any feuds or di 
might arife from the detenninatio 
matters, they conftituted two judges 
Florentines, one of whom was ftylet 

Ghibellincs, have arifen many kings and < 
third, fourth, and fifth Henr)\ Of the 
Guelphs, there had been for many years fan 
contending for power and for credit with th< 
very often difturbed the tranquillity of the ft 
reign 'of Henr}* the Fifth theic two families 1 
alliance, becaufe Frederick duke of Suavia, 
daughter of Henry duke of Bavaria, and ( 
the Sixth, who was at that time the head 
Altdorp. 

Commentari r1^ f-^** — ■-*'' 



cf the people^ and the other the podefta, to admi- 
jiiiler juftice to the people, in all caufes civil and 
,CFuninal : and (ince laws are but of little autho- 
lily and £bort duration, where there is notfufficient 
power to fuppbrt and enforce them, they raifed 
XfTCnty bands or companies in the city, and feventy- 
jfiz more in the reft of their territories, in which all 
$be youth wepe inlifted, and obliged to be ready 
^ipned under their refpedive colours, whenever 
ioey were required fo to be by the captain of the 
fUzianU, Their (landard- bearers were changed 
levcry year with great formality. 

This is the very fliort defcription of their con- 
lutution. The twelve anziani appear to liav^ had 
the legillative and executive authority, and to have 
been annually eligible — a form of government 
as near that of M. Turgot, and Marchamonc 
Nedbam, as any to be found; — yet the judicial 
ppwer is here . ieparated, and the people could 
(o liltXc truft themfelves or the anziani with this 
power, that it was given to foreigpers. — By fuch 
difciplinc in their civil and military affairs, fays 
Machiavel, the Florentines laid the foundation of 
their liberty ; and it is hardly to be conceived^ 
bow much ftrength and authority they acquired 
in a very fltprt time : for their city not only be- 
came the capital of Tufcany, but was reckoned 
ainong the principal in Italy ; and indeed there is no 
degree of grandeur to which it might not have at- 
tained, ^(^ it ba4 not been obJlruEled by frequent and 
almoft continual difcordi and divijions. — After this 
{)om{)ous preamble, one can fcarce read without 
fmiling^ at the words that follow, " For the fpace 
^^* of ten years they lived under this form of go- 
" ycroment;?' efpecially when it appears that 
during all thefe ten years, they were conftantly 
employed iii wars abroad, as appears by the foU 
, " ^ lowing 



tne inhabitants to Florence." — Th 
of America calculated their gov 
duration of more than ten years. 
doubt to be made, that they mig 
under the government of ftate con 
years, while they were conftantly s 
the aftive and idle were in counci 
but we have feen, that a (late whicl 
verncd by a provincial congrcfs, a 
could carry on a war without any g 
all, while danger preffed, has late^ 
profound peace, and under a good 
broke out in feditions. This derr 
vernment in Florence could la-t 
for in all thefe expeditions, fays 
the Guelphs had the chief dircdio 
mand, as they were much more 
powerfiil than the Ghibellines, who 
niemfelves fo imperioufly in the rei| 
rick, when they had the upper hai 
were become very odious to the ] 
bccaufe the party of the church v 
thought to favour their attemots m r 
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by the anziani, who thereupon fummonftl the 
family of the Uberti to appear before them : but 
iofiead of obeyin^^ they took up arms, and fortified 
theoifelves in their houfes; at which the people were 
ib iDceniedj that they likewife ran to arms, and, by 
ihc help of the Guelphs, obliged the whole party of 
the Ghibellines to quit Florence, and tranfport 
tbemielves to Siena. There they fued to Manfred 
lor tid» who granted it, and the Guelphs were 
defeated upon the banks of the river Arbia, with 
iiich daughter, by the king's forces under the con« 
duft of Farinata degli Uberti, that thofe who 
cicaped from it, giving up their city for loft, fled 
dire&fy to Lucca, and left Florence to provide for 
itfelf. Manfred had given the command of the 
aiudli^Aries,* which he fent to the Ghibellines; to 
count Giordino, a foldier of no fmall reputation 
in thofe times. This Giordino, after his victory, 
innnnedlately advanced with the Ghibellines to 
Florence^ and not only forced the city to acknow- 
ledge Manfred for its (bvereign, but depofcd the 
nniigiftrates, and either entirely abrogated or al- 
tered all laws and cuftoms that might look like 
remains of their former liberty j which being exe- 
cuted with great rigour and infolcnce, inflamed 
the people to fuch a degree, that if they did not 
k>vc the Ghibellines before, they now became 
their inveterate and implacable enemies j which 
averlion continually increafing, at laft proved their 
utter deftruAion.— -There is an admirable example 
of patriotifm at this period of the Florentine hif- 
tory, in Farinata Uberti, who fuccei^fully and de- 
cidedly oppoied a plan of his own party of Ghibel- 
lines^ and their allies, for the demolition of the 
city. He preferved it however only for his ene- 
mies the Guelphs^ who, driven out of Lucca, went 
to Parma^ and joined their friends die Guelphs in 
yoL.l\ B diat 
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and weaker ; upon which count 
and thofe that were left in commi 
•govern Florence, refolved to tr 
•gentler treatment, to recover the 
•people, whom they found they ha 
the Idfl: degree by their opprcfl 
manner of proceeding. To cajol 
themfelves with the people, they 
thirty citizens out of the people of 
two gentlei^.ien of higher rank froi 
friends at Bologna, to whom they g 
fion to reform the ftate as they p 
delegates divided the city into d 
trades, over which they conftitute( 
-who was to adminifter juftice to all 
his department , and to every art a f( 
was afiigned, under which they mig 
arms, whenever the fafety of the p 
it. But count Goido inufl: have a t; 
-his foldiers : the cirizens would no 
attempted to rake back the new pr 
giflrates ro each tr?/Ac : tl;c people 
chofe Giovanni Soldanieri for fheir 
the count and his Ghibcllines, andd 
T>f the cirv. ^^'^- — 
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again ; but they ftill continued very odious both 
to the Guelphs and the people, the former not 
being able to forgive the difgrace and hardlhips of 
their long exile, nor the latter to forget their in- 
fblcnce and tyranny when they had the govern- 
ment mtfjeir hands: fo that their ancient ani- 
mofities were not yet entirely cxtinguifhed, either 
on one fide or the other. The wrangle foon came 
to a criGs, and the Ghibellines fled out of the 
city, upon the interpofition of a foreign force from 
Charles, king of Naples, in favour of the Guelphs. 
After the departure of the Ghibellines, the Floren- 
tines new-modelled their government, and chofe 
twelve principal m'agiftrates, who were to continue 
in authority no longer than two months, under 
the title of buonhomini. Next in power under B 
them.they appointed a council of eighty citizens, ° 
which they called the credenza. After this, an 
hundred arid eighty more were elcfted out of the 
people, thirty to ferve every two rnonchs ; who, 
together with the credenza, and the twelve buon- 
homini, were called the general council. Be- 
fidcs which, they inftituced another council, con- 
fiding of an hundred and twenty members, equally 
cho/cn out of the nobility, citizens, and common- 
alty, which was to confirm whatfoever had been 
relolved upon by the others, and to a£l jointly 
with them in diipofing of the public honours and 
offices of the commonwealth. The firft govern- 
ment of the anziani was as near a fimple demo- 
cracy as there is any example of: we found it, 
accordingly, ineffeflual. The next, of buonho- 
mini, was no better i and that could not fupport 
ittclf. Now we come to a new plan, which dif- 
covers, in the authors of it, a fenfe of the imper- 
feftion of the former two, and an attempt to ob- . 
viatc its inconveniencies and dangers : but inftead 
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cjgncy, woi 
of three orders ; but inftead of 
rate, they are all huddled togetl 
council. Another council ftill, o 
twenty, equally chofen out of t\ 
zens, and commonalty, was to c 
was refolved on by the others, 
branches, with each a negative, 
was, that the ariftocratical and dei 
of the conrimunity were mixed in 
which fhows, at firfl: blu(h, that th 
be harmony in either, both 1 
and neceffarily fplic* into two fa 
greater dcfciSV, if pofiible, than eve 
ing the executive power, the pow 
public honours and offices, to a joii 
buonhomini, credenza, and the tv 
blies, all in one : the conrcquenc< 
although every one of thefe four 
divided at once into facc;ons for 
fifhes, yet the nobility, by their fu 
in eleftions, wo'ild have the whol 
happy Florence ! thou art deftincc 
ment to never-ending factions, fed 
wars ! — Accordingly, we read in 
what any one miaht havp fnr^r. 
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•' though many murders, and other violences, were 
'' daily committed, yet the criminals generally 
** efcapcd with impunity, through favour of one 
^ or other of I the nobles. To reftrain thefc 
enormities, inftead of twelve governors, they re- 
iblyed to have fourteen, feven of each party, who 
^puld be nominated by the pope, and remain in 
office one year. Under this form of government, 
in whicf) they had been obliged in reality to fub- 
fnit CQ a foreign matter, they continued for two 
years, when the rage of faftion again blazed out. 
They rqfc in arms, and put. the city under a new 
fegulation. In 1282 the companies of arts and 
trades ordained, that inftead of fourteen citizens, 
three only (hould govern, and that for two months, 
who were to be chofen indifFerendy out of the no- 
bility or commons, provided they were merchants, 
or profeffcd any art or occupation ; and thcfe were 
called priori. Afterwards, the chief magiftracy ] 
was ydled in fix perfons, one for each ward, under 
which regulation the city continued till the year 
I345t» but the courfe of events for thcfe fixty 
years fliould be carefully traced,, in order to fee 
the operation of fuch a form of government, even 
in a fingle city. This inftitution, as might be 
fXpe^bed, occaGoned the ruin of the nobility, who, 
upon divers provocations, were excluded, and en- 
tirely fupprcfled by the people. The nobility, 
indeed, were divided among themfelves 9 and by 
endeavouring to fupplant each other, and afpiring 
to the fole government of the commonwealth, 
they quite loft all ftiare in it. The priori were 
afterwards diftinguiftied by the name of fignori. 
There remained Tome fparks of animofity brtwixt 
the nobility and commonalty, which arc incident 
to all republics ; for one fide being naturally jea- 
lous of any encroachment upon their liberty and 
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jfliicr were depreffcd, it began tc 
people were daily injured and a 
manner, that neither the laws nc 
had authority enough to relieve 
nobleman fupported himfelf in his 
number of his friends and relatio 
the power of the fignori and the 
people. The heads of the arts to 
an evil, provided, that every figi 
point a flandard-bearer of judice 
pie, wirh a rhoufand men, divid 
companies, under him, who Ihoi 
ready with their llnndard and arms 
dered by the magiftracy. This efts 
lirrle oppofition, on account of ih 
emulation that reigned among the 
were not in the leafl aware that it \ 
them, till they fe!t the fmart of i 
deed, they were net a little awed 
time; but in a while they returnc 
miflion of their former outrages; 
them always found means to infinu 
into the fignori, they had it in t 
prevent the ftandard- bearer from 
office. Befides, as witnefTcs were a 
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courfe to take, Giano dclia Bella, a ftrenuous pa- 
tpot, though of a very noble family, encou- 
raged the heads of the arts once more to reform 
|he city. It was enacted, that the gonfalonier 
(hould always refide with the fignori, and have 
four thoufand armed men under hi$ command. 
They alfo entirely excluded the nobility oqt of 
(hat council of <he (ignori^ and made a law that 
all acceffaries or abettors (hould be liable to the 
fame punifhment with thole that were principals 
in any crime, and that common fame fhould be 
(ufHcient evidence to convid them. By thcfe 
jaws, which were called Li Ordinamenti della Gi- 
uftizia (but which were in reality as tyrannical as 
Xhc edifts of any defpot could be) the people 
gained great weight and authority ; but Giano 
being looked upon by the nobility as the author 
of thefc laws to bridle their power, became very 
odious not only to therp, but to the richeil of 
the (:ommonalty : as well he mighty for laws more 
oppreQive and deftrudlive of liberty could not 
have been made. Tyrannical as they were, how- 
ever, they were not enough fo for the people \ for 
upon the trial of Corfo Donati, a nobleman, for a C 
murder, although he was acquitted even under 
thefe new laws, the people were rnraged and ran 
to arms, and demoUfhed the magiftrate's houfc, 
inftead of applying to the fignori. The whoje 
Qty exceedingly refented this outrage upon all law 
and government ; the blame of it was laid upon 
Giano, and he was accufed before the magiiirate 
as an encourager of infurreftion. While his caufe 
was depending, the people look arms to defend 
him againft the fignqri, Giano went voluntarily ( 
into banifhment, to appeafe this tumult. The 
nobility then petitioned the fignori, that the fe- 
vcrity of the laws againft them might be miti- 
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upcn rupture between them, an 
prepared for battle ; but by the 
mediation offome prudent men, 
with both parties are very judicio 
hft confcnted that no accufatior 
micted againft a nobleman, witho 
dence to fupport it. Both parties 
arms, but retained their jraloufies, 
to raife forces, and fortify theml 
they could. The people thought fi 
the government, and reduce the 
fignori, as they fufpefted fome of i 
too favourably inclined to the not 
mentary tranquillity fuccceded : bi 
jealoufy and envy ftill remained bet 
iity and people; which foon broke o 
Chcrchi, of a quarrel between two families, tl 
Donati. Donati, both confiderable for thcii 
Iity, and dependents. The fignori 
fmall apprehenfions that the whole 
come engaged in the difpute, and h 
the two parties would openly atta 
as it foon afterwards happened, and 
ftied, in which many were wounded 
The whole city, commons a<s w*" - 
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Goo, and frequent battles took place, till the whole 
city took arms, neither the power of the magiftracy, 
nor the authority of the laws^ being able to re<* 
ftraui the fury of the multitude* The wifcft and 
bcft of the citizens weire in great terror ; and the 
Oonati, being the weaker party, not a little 
4oubtful of their fafcty. Such is the eflPefk of a 

Svernment of all authority in one center. Here 
was concentrated in the fignori, chofen by the 
people frequently enough ; yet although the no- 
biliry were arbitrarily excluded from chat council, 
cboic who were chofen were indebted for their 
^jeftions probably to thofe very nobles, and chitrfly 
to the Donati and Cherchi. The Donati here 
Wfrc die minority, upon the whole, and therefore 
bad great reafon to be doubtful of their fafrty. 
{t was agreed, at a meeting betwixt Corfo Donati, 
die beaos of the Neri family; and the captains of 
the arts,* to folicit the pope to (end fome ptrfon 
<^ royal extradion to reform the city. Here na« 
ture breaks out, in fpite of all attempts to ftifle 
k« A royal dignity is the mod obvious thought 
tt> extinguifh animofities between nobles and com- 
moiis. In this cafe the captains of the arts, that 
is, the people, perceived it, as well as Corfo and 
the Neri, the contending nobles. This meeting, 
SifKl the refult of it, was notified to the fignori 
by the other party, who reprefented it as a con- 
fpiracy againll their liberty. Both fides, how* 
ever, were in arms again, and Dante, who was one 
of the fignori, had the courage to advife that fo- 
vcreign a(lembly to draw out their companies, and 
•heing joined by great numbers out of the country, 
they found themfclves able to force the chiefs of 
each party to lay down their arms. They affumed 
an appearance of dignity, bani(hed Corfo and the 
Neri, and, to fliew their impariiility, ieveral of the ] 
Bi^nchl. But this government had no permanent : 
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uii^y naa Detore pcciti 
in their kcters* Charles of Valoi 
king of France, was fenc accordin 
Though the Bianthi family, w 
upper hand in Florence, looked Uj. 
cvii eye, yet as he was patron of tl 
fent by the pope, they durft not o 
ing : on the contrary, to make h. 
they g^ve him full power to regu 
he thought beft. He caufed his 
themfclvcs: this made the people i 
he intended to deprive them of wh 
their liberties, that they took arms, 
^nd the heads of the Bianchi, having 
government of the city fome time ii 
and behaved with great arrogance, 
generally odious; which encourag( 
others of the Ncri who had fled, to 
an afl'urance that Charles and the cj 
arts were their friend^J, and would i 
Accordingly, whilfl the city was thus 
^he apprehenfions of Cha: lei^'s defign: 
all his airociaces, and many other of tl 
piade their entry into it, without n 
though Vcri de Cherchi was called u| 
them, he declinrrt i»^ .„ j • ' 
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the Porta Pinte, drew up and made a ftand near 
bis own houfe ; and being joint-d by a great num- 
ber of his friends and others, affembled in hopes 
of a chancre of government, he releafed all pri- 
foners, civii and criminal j divefted the fignori of 
their authority; chofe new magiftrates, all of the 
party of .the Ncri, out of the people, to fupply 
their places; and plundered the houfes of the 
Biarichi. The Cherchi, and the heads of their 
faftion, feeing the people for the mod part their 
enemies, and Charles not their friend, fled out of 
the city, and in their turn implored the interpo- 
iition of the pope, though they would not liften 
to his exhortations before. Such is the feries of al- 
ternate^ tragedy^ comedy, and farce, which was 
called the liberty of Florence, during this collec- 
tion of all authority into one center, the fignori ; 
in which no man of any party could be one mo- 
ment fecurc of his life, property, or liberty, amidft 
continual exaltations and depreffions of parties, 
in favour of different noble families, although 
thofe nobles were all excluded from the govern- 
ment. The exclufion was but a form : nearly all 
the power was in their hands, and the fignori in 
office were only alternate tools of one noble fa- 
mily or another. And thus it muft ever be : ex- 
clude the ariftocratical parr of the community by 
laws as tyrannical as you will, they will ftill go- 
vern the ftate underhand ; the perfons elefted 
into office will be their tools, and, in conftant 
fear of them, behave like mere puppets, danced 
upon their wires. But our humorous entertain- 
ment is not yet ended. The pope now, at the 
interceffion of the Cherchi, fent a legate, Acqua 
Sparta, to Florence, who made an accommodation 
•betwixt the Cherchi and Donati, and fortified it 
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uii poucliion of th 
the legate left the city as diflatisi 
excommunicated it a fecond tii 
tumacy. The Neri, however, 
enemies in their bofom again, w 
afraid they would ufe all means 
in order to recover their former 
both parties were ftiil difconten 
occafions of difcord foon occuxre 
Cherchi, and Simone, a fon of 
met and fought. The batde was 
bloody, that Niccolo was killed upc 
Simone fo defperately wounded, t 
fame night. This accident, as it is 
an event fpringing neceffarily fron 
government and Hate of parties, thi 
city into an uproar again ; and al 
altogether owing to the Neri, as Sir 
Niccolo, yet they were fcreened 
tracy, and, before judgement couk 
a confpiracy was faid to be difcover 
Bianchi and Pictro Ferrante, a n 
attended Charles of Valois, with wl 
been tampering, to perfuade his maft 
them in the governmenr. The pic 
by fome letterc Tr 






MachiaveL 

tnd among ttie reft D:inte the poet* were im- 
metJiately Tent into banifhment; their rftatcs con- 
fircated) and their houfcs demolilhed, by the 
ftrcngch of thofe forged letters. After which their 
party, with many of the Ghibellines who had 
joined them, were difpcrfed in different places.—* 
The quiet that enfued was very fhort, for Corfo 
Donati was diflatisfied that he did not enjoy fuch 
a degree of authority in Florence as he thought 
due to his merit, as the government was in the 
hands of the people, and condufted by thofe who 
wercf much inferior to him in all refpefts. To 
yarni(h over his defigns and revenge with a fair 
l^retext, he accufed feveral citizens, who had been 
cntrufted with public money, with embezzling it, 
at^d ftiany w^re ignorant and credulous enough to 
bcHeve that Cdrlb did this out of pure concern 
and affeftion for his country. The perfons thus 
^^C^Itiinniated were in favour with the people, and 
.fitxx) upon their juftification, and, after many 
Jaw-fuits and long litigations, thefe difputes grew 
CO luch a height, that it became abfolutely nccef- 
fary to take up arms. On one fide were Corlb, 
and I^otteri, biftiop of Florence, with m^y of 
^e nobility, and fome of the commons i on the 
other were the fignori, and the greater part of 
the people: nothing was to be feen but affrays 
and flcirmilhcs, in every part of the city.— In 
Ibcha '* right conftitution" as this, fuch a govern- 
nnent of ^* the people's fuccelEve fovereign aflfem^ 
bljes** as the fignori were, the body of the nation 
^ never can be unanimous : all the mofl: wealthy, 
bcft Wh, bctl educated, and ableft men, will una- 
riimoiifly dcfpife and deteft the government; ex- 
cept a few artful hypocrites among them, who 
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lucm ; lo that there never can 
fmall majority of the people on tl 
ment. Hence its conftant weak 
a mere foot-ball, continually k 
fide to another by three or four p 
Thus it appeared in this cafe : the 
their weaknefs, and perceiving the 
danger, utterly unable to punifh 
their friends, or curb their enemie 
to fend to Lucca, a foreign ftat 
were fortunate enough to find all 
that city willing to come to their al 
tumults were compofed for a time, 
and people were too feeble to pur 
of the diilurbance. — This inc.ival 
was no iv.orc dur^.ble than forme 
pope fenc his K'u;:uc% NicrvJo da 
who ingratiati::d hiFiill-lf with the pi 
they gave him a coiiimifTion to n 
city, in order to obtain the reca 
beliinc fadlion from banifhment, h 
people, by rcfloring their anciei 
which added much to their (Irengt 
nilhed that of the nobilitv. But i 
reftorini^ the e'xilcb was obnoxion<i 
who f/^" ' ^ -' 



hobility^ the Guclphs and Ghibclllnes, the Bianchi 
and the Ncn ; and fonrie who wilhed for the return 
of the exiles, being difappointed in their hopes, 
now the legate was gone, grew clamorous and 
outrageous 3 to that the whole city was in an up- 
roar, and many (kirmilbes enfued. Thofe that 
were moft aftive in raifing this clamour, were the 
Medici and Giugni, who had openly fidcd with K 
the legate in favour of the exiles. This is the 
firft^ mention made of that family of Medici, 
who afted fo diftinguifhed a part afterwards, 
finally fubverted the commonwealth, and changed 
icintoan abfolute fovereignty, under the title of 
agrand dukedom, a form it ftill wears. — A great 
fire broke out at this time, in 1304, and wasaf- 
cribed, as ufual in fuch times, by fome to acci* 
deot^ and by fome to party dcfign. — Let us look 
back to 1282, when this government of priori or 
(ignori, cbofen every two months by the people^ 
was eftabliihed : from thence to 1 304 is only 
twenty-two years, in which we fee a conftant 
quarrel between the nobility and people, and be- 
tween one ,party. of nobles and another, and the 
neighbouring ftates of Naples, Rome, and Lucca, 
in turn, called in to aid the different fadlions ; 
alternate murders, banilbmcius, confifcations, and 
ciyil wars, as one party and the other prevailed j 
and^. inftead of a government, and a fyftem of 
jufticc and liberty, conftant anarchy, and the per- 
petual rolling of a mob. In this year, 1304, 
Florence was vifited, in this lamentable manner, 
with fire and fword. Corfo Donati was the only 
peribn of any diftinftion who did not take up 
arms : he thought, that when all parties grew 
tired of Hgbting, he was the more likely to be 
called in, arbitrator to decide their differences. 
They foon after laid dawn their arms, more out 
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to be the weaker fide. 

New diliu]b:^nces arifing, the 
by his legate to fummon to Ro 
principle malecontents of Floren 
was Corfo Donati. They rcai 
fummons. — As loon as they wt 
their journey, the legate acquaints 
now was their time to return to 
cit}' was then clear of the only n 
thoricv enough to oppofe their er 
ing together what forces they coi 
diately marched, and entered the 
Very citizens, who, but a little befc 
thcmrclves in the mod ftrenuous r 
return, when they petitioned in th 
and lubmiflive manner to be adm 
firft that took up arms againft tli 
iaw rhem approach in a holtile man 
wi:h the people to drive them b 
however, aftoniftied at the refieft 
vcl, " Such was the fpirit of patr 
*^ them in thofc days, that they < 
** up their piivatc interefts for the 
when every page of his hiftory f 
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had formerly been ufed to aflemble. The cap 
tains, ftandard-bearcrs of the companies, and th 
officers of jiiftice, were called together, and ordered 
not only to aflift the (ignori in times of peac 
with rheir counfel, but to fupport and defen< 
them, by dint of arms, in all exigencies an( 
commotions. To aflift the two judges, who ha< 
been conftituted in the beginning of their ftate 
they appointed an officer, called il efzecutore, o 
(heriff, who was to adt in conjundion with ih< 
ftandard-bearers, and fee their orders carried int< 
execution, whenever the nobility fliould be.guilt] 
of any enormity or aft of oppreflion. The pop 
died, and Corfo and the other eleven citizens re 
turned, whofe reftlefs ambition occafioned fuel 
tro\ibles. Corfo, in order to make himfelf po 
pular, conftantly oppofed the nobility in all theii 
fcbemes, and, which way foever he obfervec 
the people to incline, he turned all his authorit] 
to fupport them in it, and gain their aifeftion 
fb that in all contefts and divifions, or wher 
they had any extraordinary point to carry, the) 
dways feforted to him, and put themfelves undei 
his direfttons. Machiavel indeed obferves, *^ that 
** all might now have lived in peace, if the reftlcfi 
•^ ambition of Corfo had not occafioned freJli 
^^ troubles/* But in this Machiavel is miftaken ; 
if Codb -^^bad not exifted, the people would have 
found -fome other leader and confident. When 
the pec^le' feel that the government is unable ot 
unwtlKng to proteft them againft the oppreflions 
of the nobles, they always feek out a Caffius, 
M±Viuif' Manlius, or Corfo, to aflift the govern- 
rnenc to proteft them^ or to ^reft a new govern- 
ment that will be able and willing. It is the de* 
feft in the government, and the wants of the 
people, that excite and infpiri; the ambition of 
Vol, II, C private 



^aiW 



iiicie pallions increafed to fo 
^bc faction of the Neri dividec 
among themfelves. To alienai 
of the people from him, they g 
ariftocracy always docs in fiich c 
cretly defigned to feize upon the g 
make himfelf king ; and his mag 
of living, and marriage into the 
giuola, head of the Bianchi and Gh 
it eafily believed. His enemies 
againft him, and the greater part 
inftead of appearing in his defena 
and joined his adverfaries. He was i 
refuiing to obey the fummons, was c 
tumacious rebel. A civil war enfuc 
killed on both fides. After a furious < 
threw himfelf from his horfe, an 
Such was the unfortunate end of * 
to whom his country and the Nei 
both of their good and bad fortun 
moft eminent men that Florence c 
But Machiavel fhould have laid i\ 
the conftitution, not upon the reft 
or turbulent fpirit of Corfo ; becai 
fible for a man of Corfo's af-n't*^" - 
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fiich a citizen, until they have eftablidied a form 
of government that is capable of proteding him 
on one fide, and the people againft him on the 
other. This flimfy fovereignty of the fignori was 
inadequate to either purpofe. 

After the death of Corfo, in 1308, the exiles 
from Florence excited Henry,* the emperor, to a 
war againft that city, for their reftoration : the 
magiftrates applied to Robert, king of Naples, 
and gave him the government of the city for five 
years, to defend it, and prote<ft them. This ftorm, 
after raging fome time, blew over, by the death 
of the emperor. -I- The Ghibellincs then, under 
the command of Faggiuola, renewed the war, by 
making themfelves matters of Pifa, and commit- 
ting depredations on the Florentine territories. 
The Florentines fought him, and were totally 
defeated. They then applied to king Robert % 
for another general : he fent them the count di 
Andria, whole bad condu6t, *^ added," fays Ma- 
chiavcl, /* to the impatient temper of the Flo- 
rentines, which is foon tired with any form of 
government, and ready to fall into fadions 
upon, every accident,'* occafioned the city to 
divide again. Machiavel's feverity ought, how- 
ever, to,.liave been applied to the form of govern- 
ment;, not tp the temper of the people, the latter 
being but the natural and neceflary effedl of the 
former. .In fuch a government the people Iteve 
nor protedion or fecurity ; they are continually 
oppreffed, vexed, and irritated, rby one fadion 
or another, one ally or enemy or another, one al-* 
piring citfzen or family or another, againft whofe 
ufurp^pns, as the conttitution affords no re- 
dvefs, they are obliged to recur to arms and a 

• Ncrli, p. 10. f Ibid. 

J Ncrli, p. 10. Muratori, Annal. torn. viii. p. 40. 

C 2 change 






I of govcmmenr. The Florentinei, in this 
Ituglu affiftance from France aod Germany, 
lulj obtain none ; they were decermined, 
fcr, to carry their point, took arms, drove 
Itit out of the city, and fcnt for one Lando, 
ibbio, and made him their eflecLHore, or 
Bdidaror or executioner,* with full power 
|l the citizens. I^ndo, being naturally ra- 
i and cruel, went about the city with a 
If armed men at his heels, hanging up one 
■d then another, as tUofe who had fent for 
live him directions; and at laft grew fo in- 
I (hat he coined bad money with the Flo- 
I (lamp, which nobody had courage enough 
pfe, to fuch a height of power had he ary 
Jy the difl'enfions of the citizens ! Milerable 
I was the condition of the city aithat time, 
licither tht bitter remembrance of tiic eviU 
led by their former dilFenfions, nor the dread 
gn enemy at their gates, nor the authority 
T, was fuiHcient to keep united ; though 
llleliions were daily ravaged and plundered 
I by Faggiuola, and at home by Lando. 
Ibihty, moll of the confiderable commODS, 
Ithe Guciphsjtook the king's (ide,and hated 
land ihofe who fupported him; and, to 
■nfelves from fo ignominious a yoke, they 
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companies, openly favoured Lando and hisfrlendsi 
Soon afterwards the citizens were reconciled and 
united under the king, by the friendly counfel 
of his daughter-in*iavir, and Lando, deprived of 
his authority^ was fent back to Agobbio fatiated 
with blood and rapine.* The govemmedt of 
the king of Naples was continued three years 
longer ; and as the feven who were then in the 
fignori were all of Lando's party, fix others were 
added to them of the king^s, and they continued 
thirteen for fome time, but were afterwards re- 
duced to fevcn again. 

About this time Caftruccio Caftracani "f" drove 
out Fstggiuola, and fucceeded him in the govern* 
ment of Lucca and Pifa. The Florentines had 
enough to do to obftruft the growth of the power 
of this (pirited and fortunate youth at the head of 
the Ghibelline intereft, and to defend tliemfelves 
mgainft him. That the fignori in this war might 
proceed with maturer deliberation, and execute 
with greater authority, they chofe twelve citizens, 
M4iom they called buonhomini, without whofe 
advice and confent the fignori were not to pafs 
any aft of importance. But this effort of nature 
to form a balance to this fimple government was 
of (hort duration : the dominion of king Robert 
expired, and the government once more reverted 
to the citizens, who fet up the fame form of ma* 
-giftracy that had been formerly inftituted. The 
whole city was foon obliged to march againft 
Caftruccio, to the relief of PrAo, and a procla- 
mation was ilTued by the fignori, that every exile 
of the Guelph party, who came in to the relief of 
Prato, (hould aftei-wards have liberty to return 
home* This policy added four thoufand men to 

* Ncfli, p^ II. f Ibid. 
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^^..«.*45 ^aitruccio: thcl 
ferrcd to the fignori, which, 
time of commoners as well as o) 
much divided in opinion. Upc 
rofe in a tumult, and forced the fi 
to them ; but it was now too k 
truccio, and the people were fo ( 
they would not fuffer the public 
with the exiles. The nobihty ha* 
their honour, though the peop- 
took the part of the exiles, whicl 
ther civil war. As it generally 
commonwealths, that aiicr any r 
markable crifis fome or other of i 
abrogated, and new ones made in 
though the fignori at firfl: was chai 
months, yet the magiftratcs who v 
fice, having great power, took u 
to conftitute a fignori out of all 
derable citizens, to continue forty 
names were to be put into a bag c 
was called imboifation, and a cet 
them drawn out by lot at the end < 
month ; whereas before, when the 
went out of office, new ones were a] 
the connri? ^ 
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they had extinguilhed the caufes of all fuch dif- 
gufts and tumults as ufed to happen from the 
frequent return of eleftions, and the number of 
competitors for the magiftracy ; not being aware 
how little advantage and bow many mifchiefs 
were likely to flow from them. 

In iii$y in a war with Caftniccio, the Floren- 
tines were betrayed by their general Raymondo. 
This man faw that the Florentines had been fo 
liberal in difpofing of themfelves, that they had 
Ibmetinies conferred their government upon kjngs, 
fomctimes upon legates, and fometimes upon per- 
(bns of much inferior quality ; he thought, if he 
could reduce them to any extremity, they, per- 
haps, would make him their prince : he was very 
importunate with them to give him the fame com- 
mand in the city that he had over their army, as 
he pretended Ke could not otherwife either require 
or expeA that necelTary obedience which was due 
to a general. Not being gratified, he trifled and 
ddayed, till he was attacked, and defeated with 
great flanghter, and the lofs of his own life ; re- 
ceiving that punifliment from the hands of fortune, 
that his ambition and perfidy had merited from 
the Florentines. The havoc, the depredations, 
imprifonments, burnings, and every other kind of 
deyaflation made by Caftmccio upon the Floren- 
tines after this viftory, forced them to offer their 
government to Charles, duke of Calabria,* fon 
of king Robert, upon condition that he would de- 
fend them ; for as that family had been ufed to rule 
, over thern, they chofe rather to (helter themfelves 
ander him as their prince, than to truft him as an 
ally. But Charles being engaged in the wars of 
Sicily, fent Gualtier, a Frenchman, and duke of 

* Nerli, p. ia% 
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^ --..w *iio picicnce gave 
Caflxuccio, and prevented him fr 
plundering the country as he hac 
tlYe citizens favcd any thing abrc 
again at home ; and when their 
curbed, they became a prey to the 
oppreffion of their friends. As th 
entirely under the influence of the di 
he exaded four hundred thoufand fl* 
city, in one year, though it was ei 
lated in the agreement made with 
fhould not raife above two hundred 
the whole ; befides which, either C 
father were continually laying fom 
or other upon the citizens. Thefe i 
dill increafed by new jealoufies, fre{h 
more extenfive wars, in which all th 
ing powers were involved, till fudd( 
cio, and Charles, duke of Calabria 
28. Florence, both died. The Floreni 
pedledly delivered from the opprel 
and dread of the oiher,^*and having 
recovered their liberty, began to refo 
monwealth nru— -■ 
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year 1340, the Florentines continued wholly In- 
tent upon their affairs and wars abroad. In 1340 
new dtfturbances arofc at home. The governors 
of the city bad two ways of maintaining and in- 
creafing their autfaority : one was, by managing 
the knborfations in fuch a manner as always to 
fccurc the fignori cither to themfelves or their 
creatures; the other, by getting judges chofen 
wba they knew would be favourable to them in 
their fentences. And how is it poffible, in any 
fimple government, to prevent fuch management, 
tadraw all the legiilative, executive, and judicial 
power into one center, and that center a junto of 
ariftocratics ? But in this cafe, not content with 
two judges, the governors fometimes conftituted 
a tliird, whom they called captain of the guards; 
with which office they now veiled Jacomo d'Agob- 
bfo, and gave him an abfolute power over the 
citizens. This Jacomo, under the direction of 
the governors, behaved with the mod (hamelefs 
infolence and partiality, daily injuring or affront* 
ing fomebody or other. Some who were nobly 
born, and men of high fpirit, were provoked to 
fuch a degree, that a ftranger fhould be intro- 
duced into the city by a few of their fellow-citi- 
zens who had the power in their hands, on pur- 
pofc to infult and abufe all the refl, that they en- 
tered into a confpiracy, with many other noble 
families* and fome of the commoners, that were 
di(gufted at fo tyrannical a government, to revenge 
themfelves : hence a confpiracy, that again in- 
volved the city in blood, in 1340. By artifice 
and force together the fignori prevailed, and fup- 
preffed the confpiracy, beheading fome, and pro- 
claiming feveral other families rebels.* How- 

* Nerli, p. 14. 
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iiicy grew Itronger ; for though 
captain of the guards to tyrar 
before, they now appointed a 
the country, and veiled him >^ 
thority ; fo that any one who v 
noxious to government could 
cither within the ciry or withoi 
lity, in particular, were daily at 
by them in fuch a manner, that 
for an opportunity to revenge i 
rate ; and as one foon happene 
fail to take advantage of it. The 
purchafed Lucca, and carried on 
it ; but, after a long ftruggle, \ 
of it, with much dilhonour, anc 
their purchafe-money. This difa 
happens in like cafes, threw the 
rence into fuch a racyeao-ainil their 
they publicly infuked and upbr: 
iheir ill conduft and adminiflratio 
and upon every opportunity. 

In the beginning of the war, t 
of it had been committed to twcn 
appointed Malatelta de Rimini 
chief of their forces in r^^ 
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The duke of Athens arrived at this time,* and 
the governors being in great fear of the multi- 
tude, made him confervator of the peace and 
.comn:)ander in chief, that he might have both au- 
thority and power enough to defend them. The 
nobihty now refolved to take their revenge, even 
though it (hould occafion the deftruftion of the 
city ; imagining there was no other way left to get 
the better of the^people, who had fo long domi- 
neered over them, but to reduce them into fub- 
jjcdtion to a prince, who, being well acquainted 
with the worth and generofity of the nobility, and 
the infolence of the commons, might treat both 
parties according to their deferts. They had many 
private meetings to perfuade the duke to take the 
government wholly into his hands, and proraifcd 
to fuppoit him with all their intereft and power. 
Several of the moft confiderable commoners joined 
,them, particularly the families of the Peruzzi, 
Acciaivoli, Antellefi, and Buonaccorfi. Such en- 
couragement, and fo fair an opportunity, inflamed 
the duke, who was naturally ambitious, with a 
ftill greater third of power : and to ingratiate him- 
felf with the lower fort of the people, by ading 
like a juft and upright magiftrate, he ordered a 
procefs to be commenced againft thofe that had 
been emrufted with the management of the hue 
war againfl theLucchefe: in confequence of which 
Giovanni de Medici and two others were put to 
death, feveral others banilhed, and many obliged 
to pay large fums of money for their pardon. 
This fevere manner of proceeding alarmed the 
middle fort of citizens, though it was very grate- 
ful to the nobility and common people, as the 
Itttor generally take pleafure in executions, and 

• * Nerli, p. ij. 
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^..^ v.Aiiurcca ftim to perfevere 
to detedt the guilty, and brin^ 
punifliment. Notwithftanding 
i342.tions of the fignori, in 1342, 
all the people, the government 
duke for life, and he was cai 
chair, amidll the acclamations c 
the ftandard of the city was toi 
the duke's planted in its ftead, 
good citizens were infinitely gri 
fied, whilft thofe, either out of 
dity, had confented to this eled 
little rejoice. 

Machiavel^s next tafk is to gi^ 
the duke's tyrannical behaviour, wl 
cruel, and mad, as all other tyrar 
which were created on the ruins 
The duke perceived the general oc 
curred ; but affedted to think hin 
beloved. He was informed of a p 
in which thefamily of the Medici, t 
concerned ; but he ordered the inf 
to death. He cut out the tongue 
complaining of heavy taxes, &:c. 
were fufficient to roufe the Florenrir 
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fometlmes to the pope, fometimes to the king 
of Naples, fometimes to Lando ; fometimes to 
one nobleman, fometimes to another ; fometimes 
to their own fignori, and fometimes to their cap- 
tains of arts. Jf the word republic muft be ufed 
to fignify every government in which more than 
one mail has a fliare, this mufl be called by that 
name it is true ; but a republic and a free govern* 
Bient may be different things. 

There were now three confpiracies on foot 
againft the duke at once ; but each confpiracy was 
a new fyftem of tyranny, and aimed only at in- 
trpduciog one fyftem inftead of another, inftead 
of any concert, or reafonable combination, to take 
down a bad government and fet up a good one. 
The three natural divifions of focicty formed three 
different plots to fet up a new tyranny, each in 
its own way : the nobility had one plot, the 
commons another, and the artificers a third. 
What ideas o( the rights of mankind muft thefc 
people have entertained ! The commons had been 
deprived of the government, and they had no 
idea that the nobility op artifans had any rights; 
the nobility were not reftored to the government, 
which was all they wanted ; and the artifans had 
loft their bufinefs : but none of thefe orders could 
communicate with the others. Affaffination of 
the duke feems to have been all the objcdt in 
view, as if that would remedy all the evils : the 
plotfr, however, were too freely communicated, 
and at laft were told to the duke. 

In 1343 the city was all in a tumult, and 
^* Liberty, liberty !" was the cry, A war was 
carried on in the dty, and each party changed 
fides feveral times; but, after long diftradlions, 
and much bloodfhed and devaftation, the duke 
\ya5 blocked up in the palace, and the citizens 
I ^ifembled 



to lix magiftrates, who were to a 
till the arrival of ihe perfon > 
chofen to fill that office. *^ Gre: 
(iiys Machiavel, " and morecrucl, i 
of the people when they have 
liberty, than when ihey are a(f\i 
of it ; and an inllancc of brutal 
pcned here that is a difgrace to 
The people infifted upon fome pei 
livered up to them, and among the 
fon ; who were brouglit out 
lip to thoufands of their enemies : i 
fon was not eighteen, yet neither hi: 
nocence, ' nor the gracefulnefs of hii 
fufficient to protcA him from the 
multitude. Many who could not g( 
to reach them whilft they were aliv 
fwords into them after they were d 
content with this, tliey tore their can 
with their nails and teeth, that fo 
might be glutted with revenge ; s 
had fealled their ears with their 
eyes with their wounrlc '^'^^ '' 



"cnate : ibcy are worfe, for there is always a 
number among them who arc under lefs retlrainis 
of fliame and decency. After the people were 
thus fatiated with blood, the duke and his friends 
were fuffered to withdraw, with their effeds, un 
molefted out of Florence. After fome difputes 
between the nobility and people, it was agreed 
that one third of the fignori, and one half of the 
other magi ftrates and other offices of ftate, iTiould 
confift of the nobility. The city was divided into 
fix parts, each of which chofe one of the fignori ; 
and though it fometimes happened that their num- 
ber was increafed to twelve or thirteen, yet they 
were afterwards again reduced to fix. But as thefe 
fix parts were not duly proportioned, and they 
defigned to give more power and authority to the 
nobility, it was neceffiiry to make a new regula- 
tion in this point, and to increafe the number of 
fignori. They divided the city therefore into 
quarters, and chofe three of the fignori out of 
each. The ftandard-bearer of juftice, and thofc 
of the feveral companies, were laid afide ; andin- 
ftead of the twelve buonhomini, they created 
eight counfcUors, four of each quality. 

*^ The commonwealth," (ays Machiavel, ** being 
*' fettled upon this bottom, might have continued 
** quiet and happy, if the nobility could have 
** been content to confine themfelves within the 
** bounds of that moderation which is requifue. 
*' in all republican governments." It. is impof- 
fible to read thefe grave refleftions of Machia- 
vel and Nedham, fo often repeated, with pati- 
ence. It would be as wife to fay, that the nation 
might be quiet and happy under a dcfpot or 
monarch, if the defpot or monarch, and his mi- 
nifters and minions, could be content and mo- 
deratfe; or that the commonwealth might be 
bappy under an oligarchy or fimple ariftocracy, if 
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happinefs it is capable of arife 
tented humoiir. It is aft ion, 
ftitutes our pleafure. All we 
guard and provide againft this 
not eradicate it. ** But the bel 

bility was quite the contrary/ 

for as they always difdained 
*', equality, even when they lived 
*' now they were in the niagiftrac 
** domineer over the whole cit) 
** produced frefli inftancesof the 

gance ; which exceedingly g; 

when they faw they had dep 
'* only to make room for a thoul 
one may fafely believe to be exadl 
then ? Why, they ought to hav 
Dobles from the commons, and n 
pendent on the other. Mixed toj 
halves, the nobles will for ever i 
infolehce of one fide, and the i 
impatience of the other, at lad in 
a height, that both fides flew to arnr 
pie, being moft numerous, carried 
deprived tlie nobles in the fignori 
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the government was now entirdy in the hands of 
the people: and we (hall foon fee how well it 
Cjipcratcd.*— There happened a great dearth in Flo^ 
rcnce, (6 that there were grievous difcontents both 
atiK>ng tlic nobility and common people: the 
^mer repining at the lofs of their authority, and 
the ktcer murmuring for want of bread. Andrea 
Srrozzi' (old corn as cheap as Maclius did in 
Kome« N This drew fuch numbers to his houfe, 
diat he boldly mounted his horfe one mornings 
and putting himfeif at the head of them, called- 
lipon all the reft of the people to take up arms : 
>by which means he got together above four thou-^ 
. £uid men in lefs than an hour, and conducting them 
ito die palace of the fignori, demanded the doors 
tof it lo be thrown open to him. This attempt 
was too bold and ra(h to fucceed : yet it gave the 
fljcibility frefh hopes of recovering their power, 
now they (sw the inferior for t of people (o incenfed 
sgainfi the commons. They refolved to take arms, 
and make ufe of all manner of allies to regain 
that by ibrce which they conceived had been 
taken fixim them with fo much injuflice; and 
to infurc fuccefs, they provided themlelves wittx 
arms, fortified their houfes, and fent to their friends 
ID Lombaidy for fupplies. The commons and the 
fignori, on the other hand, were no lefs bufy in 
aroiing themfelves^ and ient to the Sianefe and 
Perugians to dcfire their a(ri(lance ; fo that when, 
the auxiliaries on each (ide arrived, the whole city 
. was loon in arms.— -We ought to paufe here, and 
fcnvuk ^ combination of p:irnes that is perfedly 
jJDaiural, though it has feldam occurred in the 
liiildry of any nation fo diftindlly as to be dcf- 
x^ted on by hiftorians or pc^Iiticians. Here is as 
ciiftuid a divtfion between the commons and the 
lower claHs ^ (Iicre dver was between nobles'anc) 
.« IL P commons. 
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munity. In all countries they ha v 
in many they have had feme (ha 
ment : but no inftance but this is 
ledlcd where they have ever had 
their hands, exclufive both of 
loweft claffes of citizens. As if 
intention of Providence to exhib 
demonftration, that power has t 
upon all minds, we find in this in 
rentine commons di(c6vering the. 
to tyrannife over all above and all 
clearly as ever kings, nobles, or m 
it when they had the power. The 
up in three divifions. The comnn< 
under the (landard of juftice, and 
their refpeftive companies, and ur 
mand of the Medici, immediatel 
of the divifions of the nobility, 
the Medici were only comnrwners ; 
after lee that they became nobles i 
and have placed ions and daiightei 
the thrones of Europe. The aftic 
bloody for three hours, during v^ 
great ilones tumbled down on their 

tops'jjf the hou(es« and w^t-^ ♦ — * 
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•'-whicV fays Machiavel, ** the pfople, efpe* 
IV cially the inferior fore of them, naturaily rapa-^ 
ifpCious and greedy of fpoil, began to plunder 
^^pthc hpuies of the nobility, which they afterwards 
^'rrbp^Qt down CO the ground ; and committed 
^'. Tuch pcheF outrages, as the bittereft enemy to 
'*^ the city of Florence would have been alhamed 
:*: of.V The nobility being in this manner entirely 
iilbduedj the people took upon them to reform 
Dhie.-llate i and as there were three degrees of them, 
ic was xuxtained, that the higheft rank (hould have 
cho nomination of two of the fignori, the middle 
Iprt of three, and the loweft of three more, and 
that the ftandard- bearer of juftice (hould be chofen 
by turns out of all three. The old laws were re-> 
if^vedapd put in execution again ft the nobiiity ; 
»b(L. to reduce them flill more eiieflually, many^ 
i[^tjbtta were incorporated with the pther claffes,* 
^j^ the%^ean& they were brought, ib low« that 
3ICV becafne abjefk and pufillanimous, and never 
ijir^' tiie^any noore againfl: the people ; fb that 
iipipg-dcgri^ed of ^eir arms and honours, their 
fpirit and generoGty likewife feemed to be excin-^ 
guifiicd.^* After this deprefTion of the nobles, the 
plague^^ fijf .which above ninety^fix tboufand peo- 
isle died'in-f lorenct, and a war with the Vicenti, 
ccp-; the cify in tranquillity till rjiSJ. The war 
jpigog endedy new (suSiiom fprung up in the city f 
br-iKaugh the nobility were ruined, fortune found 
>thcr means to raife frefli troubles and diilert«. 

,ythc bicter animofities which generally bapprn 
jfcwecp the people and nobility, from an ambi- 
:iw in the t>nc co-commandj and a reluctance in 
hexitber to obey> are the natural iburces of tho.c 

^ NtrGt p« x8. Molti arv^i fi fanDo popolani. 

Dx calamities 
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it produced very different cffeds 
two cities ; for the diiputes that I 
fween the nobility and people of 
dcrttrmincd by realbn and expoftulai 
of Florence by the fword. In Re 
effected by the laws, which in F^ 
hardJy be done by the banifhment 
numbers of their citizens. The qt 
Romans dill added to their fpirit aiK 
lue; while thofeof the Florentines i 
guifhed theoi. The former dellroyed 
which was at fird eftabliihed^ ami 
prodigious difparity among the cltizei 
on the xx>ntrary, aboliflied all fuperi 
ferencc of Tank, and put every rtv 
fame level. T his diverfity of effcfl 
cainly have proceeded from a diffcrer 
The people of Rome defired no n 
iliaie with the nobility io the admi 
the commoawcalch ; but (he people 
were Bot.only dcTiFous to have the 
of the flate to tbemjelvesi but uftd } 
fibres, and took up armj( co ejcclude 
from any part in it^ aod as the a 
KomaQ people were more moderar 
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the other hand, the demands of the Florentine 
people were fb extravagant and injurious, thai the 
nobility took up Arms to fupport their privileges, 
and theif quarrels grew to fuch a height, that 
numblrrs were either banifhed or flain before thcjf 
cotlW bernded ; and the laws afterwards made, 
Irere cafciilated rather for the private advantage 
of the viftors, than the good of the public. The 
foccefSl'of the people of Rome made that ftate 
more pbwerful j for as they were equally admitted 
to- govern the commonwealth, and to command 
their armies and provinces, with the nobility, they 
became infpircd with the fame virtue and magna- 
ftmiity j' and as they grew more public fpirited, 
their powei* a!fo increafed. But in Florence, when 
the people had fubdued the nobility, they divefted 
the*n-tjf«H manner of authority, and left them 
tiO pbffibility i^ recovermg any part of it, excepr 
AjcyiiWuld entirely conform to their cuftoms and 
way of RWrigj and not only fubmit to appear, but 
^ be^Kt>mriioher$ like themfelvcs. And this was 
tfiRp r^a(9h that induced them to change their arms 
aiid-vafy their -tiriesy ^Hd 'the names of their fami- 
lies,' 'Whifeh ^as To freqtient in thofe times among 
^er ftdbHityi m order to infinuate themfelves into 
'4?ie'iflfSftfehs-^ the people : fo that the military 
^rit,^ afrJI'^Stnefs of foul, for which the nobility 
iiwff Wfttl'Keld ih foch veneration, was utterly ex- 
-IShlgffiffiftAv *fid -not by any means to be raiftd in 
^ -ftec^i?, whtt-e there were no feeds of it : by^ 
w&ic?V'Vhea!is" Florence became every day more 
•MBjt^' and pufillanimous. And whereas Rome at 
'firfr grew -to powerful and wanton by the cfFeft 
' fif Its^Vlfttei^ that it cauW not be governed other- 
, ^afh-^by'ohi prince ; Florence was reduced 
few, i^tz wile^ Iqgidator might dSifily have 
U6d ifj ahd^given it what form he pleaicdt 

P 3 The 




•..^^vtuic conunued, under a new f 
names. They now happened \^w 
mons and plebeians^ which were enl 
in reality, for a new nobility and o 
comnrvons now took the place of the 
the plebeians that of the commona 
is as clear and full for a mixed gover 
writer ; but the noble invention of 
of an executive, upon a legtflature iiM 
which is the only remedy in contelb 
bles and commons, feema never to 
kis thoughts; and nothing is more 
than that mift which is perpetually b 
pierciiig^To capable of looking (6 far 
hearts ««dl deeds of men as his, for > 
thought.; ^^ There Teemed to be no i 
^f. ture diQeofions left in Flbi'ence/S 
Not Ofie^' iecd had been eradicated : • J 
that 6verve3(ified remained in full V3j 
&€ik wers.in the huqnan iKarc ; and v 
ta&^ai in commons and plebcians^r 
been^'jin Apblesw ^ Bot the evil del 
'^ cieyi and wane of good condud^ 4 
^/ new emulation betwtien the famiiiei 
Vbizi and the Ricct/ which prodi 



MachiaveL 

^ dhrifions as thofe between the Buondetmonti and 
•* Uberti, and the other between the Cherchi and 
^ DoMttf had done before/' It was no ci^il def-*^ 
tmf peccrfiar to Florence; it is comnnon to rverf 
dty^'natioh/ vilhtge, and club. The evil deft tny 
iiitit<iDmM nature* And if the plebeians bad 
prersuled over the connmons, as ihefe had done 
over the- ^nobility, fome two plebeian families 
wooMiiive appeared upon the ftage, with all the 
6ita)lacfon of the Albizi and Ricci, to occalton 
dmGoitt and diflenfions, fedirions and rebellions, 
^onfifeactens and baniihmcnts, aflfafTinadons, con* 
ftiigracionfi and naafl&cres, and all other furh good 
things as appear for ever to recommend a fimple 
gtnrtoimiefSC'^in every form. When it is found in 
npcfnenw; ind zpptSLTs probable in theory, that 
to-^ fv Ui fic aii invention as a feparace executive, with 
pirarer. to» defend itieif, is a full remedy againft the 
fifad^effefisof diflenfions between nobles and com^ 
Mims^ why fhould we fttll finally hope that limple 
gdf^ermnents or mixture of two ingredients only, 
wtO prodoce<efie6te which they never did, and we 
knbw^Dcvier can? Why (hoald the people be ftilt 
dteeiVed'>vSth infimiations, that thofe evils arofe 
fWtrii the: deftiny of a particular city, when we 
IcAow thao deftiny is. common to all mankinds 
4^.'Be^adxf rtbe two families of Albizi and Ricci 
^cidiere was^a^moftal hjitred, e^ch confpiring the 
HL deftniAion of the other, in or Jer to engrofs the 
<<[iblei nrtoiaffement of the' commonwealth witl^' 
?cid&difficufey;* However, they had not as yet 
«?r.o:i:-i 1 *' *' taken 



lordii e p^ trliieado ad tin medefiirtofegno, em tra loro 
Miioi| e Feimlaziooe, nia lum giit'erano venuti a manifefta 
AnSioaCf n^ all' anni, per.iafino alPaono 1353* ^crli, 

^^.^E^ytetoUg^ockoe ()eRicci tieftrina^rubii, come capocfi 
I./'. D4 qnclla 



fhrtnce. ' 

' uken upArms, or proceeded to open viotcflce 
' on <:'ithcr ridc> but only thwart^ eac\s othct ia^ 

couDCilfand the execution of their offices."— ^A 
rivace quarrel happcne>.1 in the mArkec, vidaru- 
nour "Xit ifldanily fpread, nobody knew by wlwtn, , 
ia.c theRicci were going to attack the Albizij. 
nd by others it wa& faid, that the Albizi were 
ri^aring to fall upon the Ricci. Thcic flories 
ere cairied lo both parties, and occafioned furh , 
n uproar throughout the whole city, that the im- 
iltracea found it very difficult to keep the two 
[Oiilies and their friends, from coming toa butle 
I earned I though neither tide had intended anjr 
jch thing, as was maticiouOy reported. Xhtsdif> 
irbance, though accidental, inflamed their fbrnoer 

innofities,and determined both fides to (IreagtlKn 
icir parties, and be upon their guard; and Aoce 
le citizens were leduced to luch a degree of' 
quality by the fupprelTion of the DobiIicyj> that 
ic magiftrates were held in greater reverence liiail 
ler they had been before, each family lefolvedto 
/ail thcmfclves rather of public and ordinary' 
leans, than of private violence. 

The intrigufs of thcfe two families (o fupplant 
ich odier are very curious ; byt as the detail of 
cm is long, we fljill leave the reader to ansufe 
mfelf with them at hia leifure, and come .to a 
ecch made to the iignori, by an eminent citizen, 
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'* men difcaic,'* fays he, " magnificent figniors^ 

^< of cbe other cities in Italy has invaded ours^ 

'f «nd is continually eating deeper and deeper into 

"* its vitals. All our towns, fcM* want of due re- 

^f ftraint, have ran into extren(ies> and from liberty 

^i degenerated into downright licentioufneis; tnak- 

^ ing fucb laws and inftituting (uch governments, 

'* as were rather calculated to foment and fupport 

'^ fiAions, than maintain freedom, prom this 

^' iburc^ are derived all the defed:s and diibrder^ 

'^« wc labour under; no friendship or union is^ to 

^ be found among the citizens^ except betwixt* 

t fuch as are accomplices in ibme wicked defign, 

'^ either againft their neighbours or their country ; 

'^^alt religion and fear of God are utterly ex- 

^. tiaguimcd i promifes and oaths are no further 

^: Jrindine than they ferve to promote fome pri- 

^ovate, advantage, and taken, nor with any dehgn 

1 : to obferve them, but as neceflary means to fa* 

'^icilitate the perpetration of vilianies, which are 

't'cven honoured ^d applauded as good conduA, 

^\ if they meet with fuccefs. From hence it 

^ comes to pafs, that the moft wicked and aban- 

^f . doned wretches are admired as able, enterprifing 

^^ men; while the innocent and confcientious 

'S are laughed at, and defpifed as fools. The 

'i young men are indolent and eflFeminate; the 

'' old, la(civk>us and contemptible : without re* 

'< gardtoage or fex, every plac^isfull of the 

'* moft licentious brutality, for which the laws 

^* thenifelves, though good and wholefome, are 

*^ yet fo partially, execut^, that they do not afford 

'** any remedy. This is the real caufc of that 

'< ieUfifli fpirit which now lb generally prevails^ 

^* and of that ambition, not for true glory, but 

'' for. places w)^ich diflionour the poflTeiTors; 

^ hence proceed thofe fat^l aniaiofities, thofe feeds 

" of 
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' tdcnvy, rewnge, and fiflion, with thfirurual 
' anrndants, executions, banifhmcnts, depreffion 
"-of good men, and exalration of rhe wicked. — 
1 he ringleaders of parties vamilhed over their 
pernicious dtfigns with fome fjcrtd title : fijr 
being, in reality, enemies to alt liberty, they 
■more effcftuaily dcflroy it, by pretcndit^ lo 
defend the rights fometimes of the tjobility, 
fbmetinws of the commons ; fines ihe fruit 
■ whTch they expeft from a viftory is not the 
' glory of hav'-ngdelivfTcd their country, but the 
' tatisfaftion of hiving conquered the oppofittf 
^ party and fecortrd the govtmment of the ftate 
■. to themfclvcs ; and when once they have ob- 
tained that, there is no (bit of cniehy, injuftice, 
or rapine, that rhey are nor guilty of. From' 
thenceforward laws art enaftcd, not for the cotti- 
< mon good, but for private ends ; warandpcat^' 
' are made; and alliinces concluded, not for the' 
' honour of the public, but to gratify rhc'ho-" 
i incurs of particnlarmenioiirlaws, our llatutes, 
and civil ordinances, are nisde to ifidulge- tfitf 
caprice, or ferve the aimbition of thr conqiierdr, " 
r>ot to promote the true intereft of a free peo- 
ple; fo that one fa^ion is no looncr oftin- 
guilhed, but anodtwis lighted up, A city that 
endeavours to fupport iilrlf hy panics inftead 
of laws, can never be at peace; for when one 
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others, which we could not or would not poficfe 
qiiitily ourfdvcs, we firft committed our liber- 
ties inio the bands of king Robert, then of his 
V brother, next of bis ibn» and kft of all to the 
'* mercv of the duke of Athens, never fettling of 
^^jTCipofing under any govemnriMt; as people that 
^/iCenJcl JDcilher be fatisBed with being free, nor* 
^'fffibwk to live in flavery. Nay, fo much waS* 
'r> oAr-ftare inclined to divifion, that rather than 
^?:'*cquiefec under the government of a king, ir 
*< meanly fMroftituced itlclf to the tyranny of a' 
**-'vilc $od pit'iul Agobbian. The duke of Athens 
*^ tHias no K>oner expelled, . but we took up arms 
*^ agaioi: and fought againfl: each other with more 
^f rahoour and inveteracy than ever, till the an- 
'Vcient nobility were entirely fubdued, and lay at 
" Hthe niercytof the people. It was then the general- 
^f-l^pinioa there, would be no more factions oi- 
V: troubles in Florence, finccthofc were humbled* 
'! '.V.hofe infupportable pride and ambition hsd ' 
^!?4)ee& the chin occafion of chem; but we now 
^^•fee that pride and ambition, which was thought 
to be utterly extinguifhed by the fall of theiio*' 
I . btUty, now fprings up again among tbe people, 
vbo begin to be equally impatient for autho^ = 
'^.fity^ andafpirc wich the fame vehemence to the 
^!> firft officea in the commonwealth* It feems the 
'S will' of Heaven that certain families ihould 
^'. ipring up in aH conunonwealths to be the peft 
'^ and Tiiin of them : ourcicy owes its miicries 
*f .anddiftm^lions not merely to one or two, but 
^^ ID ieveral of thofe faimilies -, firft to the Buon- 
'^ dclnnonti and Uberti, next to the Donaci and 
^^.Chctftbi, and dow, to our ihame be it fpoken, 
**i.tothc Ricci and Albizi. Why may not this 
^* commonwealthi in fpite of former examples to 
^< die coRtmryi flot only be united^ blK retornned 
^ . • " and 
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* 4nd tmproTed by new laws and conftituriom ? 

You mufi not impute the fa&ions of ear ancrfiofi 

to the nature of men, hut to the niquity of Ihi 

times, which being now akcrcd, afford this 'city 

fair hopes of berter fortune; and our dtiorders 

may be correfted by the inftirmion of whole- 

fomc laws, by a prtidtnt rerti-aint of ambrtiori,' 

and by prohibiting Inch cuftoitis as t?nd td 

nourifhand propagate faflions, and by fubRf- 

tuting others that may conduce to itiaintaiH 

liberty and good civil governmenr." 

This fpccch, although upon the whole it is ttt- 

client, has fevcral cffcntial niiftakes. That ccr- 

ain families will fpring up in every fimple go- 

'ernment, and in every injudicious ii^ixtui^ of 

iriftocracy and democracy, lo be the perft and ruiri 

(f chem, is moft certain. It is the will of HcaVferf 

hat the happincfsof nations Ihouiddqjcnduport the 

ifc of their realbn, as well as that of individuals j 

hey muft therefore provide for themfelves cOti^ 

litutions, which will reftrain the ambirion of fiii 

niiies : without thcreftrainc, the ambition caiJriot 

>c prevented} nature has planted it in every hu- 

nan heart. The faflions of their artcerters ougfrt 

rt>t to have been imputed to the iniquity of the 

imesj for all times and places are fo iniquittsiis* 

rbofc faftions grew out of the nature of mcti un- 
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as mod people are fitter to prefcrve good order, 
than to reftorc it when loft, thefe citizens took 
noore pains to exi4ngui(h tbeprefent faiStions^ than 
if> provide again|[t new ones, which was the reafon 
ih^t (hey fucceeded in neither i for they not only 
4i€i; not take away^ the occafion of fre(h opes, but 
mfujc one of ihofe that were then fubfifting fa 
much ^nnore powerful than the other^ that the 
cpQuiKHiwealth was in grtrac danger. They de- 
prived three of th^ family of Albizi> and as many 
of the Riccij. of all ibare in che magiftracy (or 
three y$ar$| ifs^cept in fuch branches of it as were 
p^culaily appropriated to theGuelph party; of 
which number Pietrodegli Aibizi and Uguccionc 
4c Ricci were two. Thcfc orovifions bore much 
jhaider upon (he Ricci than the Aibizi ; for though 
ihcji werf, equally ftigmatized, yet the Ricci were 
thf greater 'ftifferers« Pietro, indeed^ was excluded 
from the paliict; .pf the fjgnori, but he had fr^^e 
admitta^c^ into, that of the Guelphs, where^his 
avilhority. .was y^ry great ; and though he and his 
aflpciates were forward enough in their admoni«« 
dons .be6>re>: ihey, becatne much forwarder after 
il^ jnark of difgrace, and new accidents ocf 
cui^rQd,nvhich ftill more inflamed their refentment. 
Qriegpry. die Eleventh was pope at that time, and 
X^^^iflg n Avignon, as his late predeceflbrs had 
^IpiK^ he goyeri^d I;aly by legates, who being 
tiaMghty'an4:r^^ious> hadgrievoufly opprefled 
tey^^.i^.tb^^^ One of thefe Jegates being 

tlnnfvaCiB^logP^jrtook advantage of a fcarcity, 
fipd reCsilved.lo make himfe)f malUr of Tufcaoy. 
Th}^: QW^&9fi^ihe wzr with the pope.* The 
]p)of«n(4D€$i encer^ ir^p a confederacy with Qa^ 
kMZOyjipi^Mil the other ftates that were at vap 

riancc 
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riance with the church; after which they appomtrtl 
fight citizens for the managrmcnt of it, whort] 
tliey inverted with an abfolute power of proceedr 
ing, and dtfburfing money without controul or 
account. This war gave frefh courage to the 
Ricci, who, in oppofition to theAlbiz!, had upon 
all occafions favoured Galeazzo, and appeare4 
againtlthe church; and efpecially becau(e all the 
eight were enemies to theGuelphs : but though 
they made a vigorous war againft the popc>, they. 
could not defend themfelves againft the captains 
and their adherents. The envy and indignatioa 
with which the Guelphs looked upon the eight* 
made them grow fo bold and infolent, that thty 
often affronted and abufed them, as well as tl^ 
reft of the principal citizens. The captains were 
no lels arrogant; they were even raore dread^ 
than the fignori, and men went with greater. awe 
ind reverence to their hoiifes than to the palace; 
'o that all the ambafladois who came to Florence 
iM-re inftrufted to addrefs themfelves to ihe^cap- 
:ains. 

Afterthe death of the pope, the city had no war 
ibroad, but was in great confufton at home ; for^ 
in one hand> the Guelphs were become (o auda- 
;ious, that they were no longer fupportable ; and 
)f» the other, there was no viJible way to fupprefs 
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grfat to the heads of the Guelphr,, and their dan- 
ger great, if at any time a fignoii that was not on 
their fide (hould attempt to deprefs them. They 
found the number of perfons who had been ad- 
monifbed was fo great^ that they had difcbliged 
mod of the citizens^ and made them their ene- 
oiies. They thought there was no other remedy, 
nd'wchey had deprived them of their honours, but 
Co banilh tljem out of the city, feize upon the pa* 
lace of the (ignpri, and put the government of the 
ftate wholly ipco the hands of their own crea» 
curesj according to the example of the Guelphs, 
their predeceflbrs^ whofe quiet and fecuricy was 
entirely owing to the total exjiulfion of their ene- 
mies i but as they differed in opinion about the 
time of putting their projeft in execution, the 
eight, aware ot the trick intended, deferred the 
itliborration, and Sylveftro, the fon of Almanno 
dfe Medici^ was appointed gonfalonier,* As he 
was born of one ot the moft confiderable families 
of the commoners, he could not bear to fee the 
people oppreflcd by a few rrandees. With Al- 
berti, Strbzzi, and Scali, he fecrccJy prepared a 
decree, by which the laws againft the nobility 
were to be revived, the authority of the captains 
retrenched, and thofc who had been admonilhed 
admitted ir\to the magiftracy. Sylveftro being 
prelidenc, and confequcntly prince of the city for 
a time, caufed both a college and council to be 
called the fame morning ; but this decree was 
thrown out as an innovation. He went away to 
the council, and pretended torefi^n his ofHce, and 
leave the people to choofc another perfon, who 
might cither have more virtue or better fortune 
than himfclf : upon this, fuch of the council as 
were in the fecret, and others who wifhed for a 

• Ncrli, p. aj* 

change^ 
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change, raifcda tumult in 1378,* to which- tbe 
fignori and thr colleges immrdiatelf rrpairrd i and 
fwtng their gonfalonier retiring, diey obliged him, 
partly by their authority, and pardy by their en- 
treaties, to return to the council, which was in 
great confufion. Many of the principal citizem 
were threatened, and treated with the utmoft inlb- 
lence -, among the refl. Carlo Strozzi was collared 
byanartiBc«r,and would have been knocked on the 
head, if forre of the by-ftanders had not retcued 
him. But the perfon who made the greateft dif- 
ttirbance was Benedetto degli Albert!, who sot 
into one of the windows of the palace, and called 
our to the people to arm ; upon which the piazza 
vas lril>.intly full of armed men, and the coU^n 
w^^.'t- obliged to do that by fear, which they would 
not conic into when they were petitioned. But 
whoever intends to make any alteration in acom- 
tnonwealth, and to cScA it by raiGng the multi- 
tude, will Bnd htmfelf deceived, if he thinks . be 
ran flop where he will, and conduct it as he 
plcales. The deftgn of SylvcAro was to quiet and 
fecure |he city, but the thing took a very different 
turn I for the people were in fuch a ferment, 'that 
the Ihops were (but up, the houfcs barricadocd, 
and many ronoved their goods for fccurity into 
churches and convents. All the companies of the 
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«ptains of the parties, and the fyndics of the arts* 
to reform the ftare. But while they were employed 
in this, fome of the inferior companies of the arts, 
at the inftigation of certain perfons, who wanted 
to r*\'enge the late injuries they had received 
from the Guclphs, detached themfelves from the 
reft, and went to plundering and burning houfes: 
they broke open the jails, fet the prifoners at li- 
fccny, and plundered the monaftcriesand convents. 
The next morning the balta proceeded to re-qua- 
lify the ammoniti, th ad^nonijhfd^ though with an 
injunftion riot to exercife any funftion in the ma- 
giftracy for three years : they repealed fuclv laws 
as had been made by the Guelphs to the prejudice 
pf the other citizens, and proclaimed rebels many 
who had incurred the hatred of the public ; after 
vhich the names of the new fignori were pubiifted, 
and Louigj Guicciardini declared their gonfalo- 
nier.* If thofe who were admonifl)ed, the am- 
mmfi, could have been content, the city was in a 
fair way of being quieted ; but they thought it 
hard to wait three years longer, before they could 
enjoy any fhare in the magiftracy. The arts af- 
fembled again to obtain fatisfeftion for them, and 
dcmahded of the fignori, that for the good and 
quiet of the city it Ihould be decreed, that no 
citizen for the future fhould be admoniflied as a 
tihibellinej who had ever been one of the fignori 
^r the college, or the captains of the companies, 
w the'confuls or fyndics of any of the ans ; and 
farther, that 4 new ipborfation (hould be made of 
the Guelpb party, and the old one burnt. It fel- 
dom happens, that men who covet the property of 
bthers^ and long for revenge, are fatisiied with a 
tare rcftitution of their own. Accordingly fome, 

♦ Ncrli, p. 24. 
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<» feveral years miferies may be 
two fpeeches. One is of Louigi ( 
flindard-bearer to the pkbeians ; « 

** grant,"fayshe,"themorefhamel< 
" are yoiir demands. Others may i 
** wc (hall always think it our du 
" plainly, and without difguife, what 
" your good. What is there, in the 
** that you can reafonably aik mon 
" dcfired to have the captains of i 
" pnved of their authority ; they i 
" privcd. You infifted that the ol 
•' fljould be burnt, and a new one rr 
** fented. You wanted to have th 
" in the magiftracy that had been 
" It has been granted. At your i 

pardoned fuch as had been guil 
" houfes, and robbing churches, 
" inany of our principal citizens ai 
" tion. To gratify you, the grandc 

with new laws, and every thing dc 
" give you content : where then c 
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* thus abufc your liberty ? Why will yc fuffer 

* your own difcords to bring the citv into lla« 

* very ? What clfe can ye expert from yoiir 
^ divifions ? what, from the goods y« have already 

* taken, or may hereafter take from your fellow- 
.* citizms, but fervitude and poverty ? The per- 
^ foDS ^ou plunder are tbofe whofe fortunes ao4 
' abilities are the defence of the flate^ «nd i£ 

* they fail, how muft it be fupported ? Wbttev^r 
' is got that way cannot lai^ long ; and then ye 
^ have nothing to look for but remedile(s famine 
^ and diftrefs. Thefe expot^ulations m^de fome 

impreffioo, and they promiied to be good citizens 
and obedient ; but a fre(h tumuli Coon arofe, more 
dangerous than the former. The greater part of 
the late robberies, and other mifchiefs, bad been 
CGonmitted by the rabble and dregs of the people i 
and thoie of them who had been the moft auda- 
cious apprehended, that when the moft material 
dUKiences were coqipofed they (bould be called 
to an account for their criijes, and deferted, as ic 
always happens, by thofe very perfons at whofe 
inltigauoa they had committed thenu . Befides 
wfaicfap (be inferior fort of people had conceived 
an hatred againft the richer citisxns and principals 
of the arts, upon a pretence that they had not 
beep rewanied for tl^eir paft fervices in p^portioci 
to wbit they delerv^d* . 
. To ibow hpw div^iions grojv, wherever human 
nature is without a check, it is wonh while to be . 
iparxtcular bene. When the city was firil divided 
mto. aitSy in the time of Charles the Firft, there 
was a pro(>er head or governor appobted over 
each of them, to whofe junfdi&ion, in civil cafes, 
every perton in the ieveral arts was to be fubjed. 
Thefe ans or companies, as we have (aid, were ac 
fyik but twelvei but afterwards they were increafed 

E 2 to 
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5 twenty-one, and arrived at fuch power and au- 
lority, that in a few years tiiey wholly cnerofTcd 
iie governinent of tlic city : and bccauie fontc 
fere moic and others lefs honourable among them, 
licy came by degrees to be dillingiii(hed, and 
even of them were called the greater arts, and 
ourrcen the lefs. From this divifion proceeded 
he wrogance of the captains of the parties; for 
he citizens who had formerly been Guclphs, to 
'hich party thofe offices were always appro- 
triated, had made it a conflant rule to favour 
he greater ans, and to difcouiucnance the Icfs, 
nd all thofe who Cded with ihcm ; which chiefly 
;avc occafion to all the tumults we have hitherto 
uade mention of: and, as in the divifion of the 
teople into arts and corporations, there were many 
radei in which ibe meaner fort arc ufoally occu- 
lied, that were not incorporated into any di(lin& 
r particular company of their own, but admitted 
ito any of the others, according as the nature of 
heir craft made ihcm fit, it happened, that when 
hey were not duly fatisfied for their labour, or any 
'therwife oppreffed by their maftcrs, they bad no 
ither head to apply to for rcdrefs but the magif- 
rate of that company, to which the perlbn be- 
anged that employed them, who, they commonly 
bought, did not do therajufticc. Now, of all 
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ihg what had happened, ihey reprefented to each 
other the danger they were inj and to animate 
and unite them all, one of the botdeft and mod 
experienced of them harangued his companions 
in this manner : " If ic was nom to be debated, 
" whether we fhould take arms, to plunder and 
" burn the houTes of our fellow-citizens, and rob 
'* the churches, I Ihould be one of thofe who 
" would think it worthy ofgreaiconfideration, and 
** perhaps be Induced to pi^er fecurc poverty to 
'* hazardous gain. But fmce arms have been al- 
" ready taken tip, and much mifchicf done, the 
** firft points to be confidcred are, in what manner 
" we muft fecure ourfelves, and ward off the pe- 
. " nalties wc have incurred. The whole chy is 
'' foU of rage and complaints againll us, the 
" citizens are daily in council, and the magiftrates 
** frequently affembled. Affure yourfclves, they 
, " ore cither preparing chains for us, or contriving 
** how. to raife forces to dcftroy us. It behoves 
•' lis, ijhercfore, to have two objefts chiefly in 
*• view at thefe confultations : firft, how to avoid 
" the pui]i(hraent due to our late mifdecds ; and, 
*' i» the next place, what means are to be ufed 
" that we may enjoy a greater degree of liberty 
1* and fatisfaftion for the future than we have 
*'■. done hitherto. To come off with impunity for 
""our part offences, it is neccflary to add ftill more 
, *'■ to (hem, "to j-edouble our outrages, to rifle ahd 
; f burn a great number of houfes, and anfully 
t"^' depetid upon our numbers for pintcflion; for 
. •^ >yhcre many are euilty none are chaftifcd. Sriiall 
'".crimes are puniflicd, and great ones afijally 
J *;*''rewMdcd; and where many fuffcr, few ftck 
.''./evcn.gc ; a general calamity being always borne 
'f with more patience than a particular one. To 
V -redoutite our crimes is the Unreft way to procure 
" *■ ' E 3 "a par- 
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a pardon for what has been already done> and 
to obtain the libetty wc defirc ; nor is there any 
difficulty to dircourage us. The enterprife vt 
eafy, and the fucccfs not to be doubled of. Our 
enemies are opulent indeed, but divided ; their 
difunion will gjve us the vidory, and their 
riches, when we have got them, will maintain 
it. Let not the antiquity of their blood, nor 
the mcannefs of our own, with which they fi» 
infolently upbraid us, either dazzle or overawe 
yon; All families having the fame original,- 
are of equal antiquicy ; nor has Nature Ihewn 
any partiality in the formation of mankind* 
Let both lides be dripped naked, and both will 
be found alike, Cloath yourfclvea in their robes* 
and them in your rags, and then you will appear 
the nobles, and they the plebeians ; for it is po- 
vertyalone that makes the realdiifeience betwixt 
us. It fills me with juft concern, indeed, to 
hear that ferae of you repent, forfooih, of what 
you have done, and, oui of a qualm of confci- 
ence, refolve to proceed no farther. Neither 
confcience nor the fear of infamy ought to ler. 
rify you ; for thofc who fiicceed in ilieir attcmptSf 
let them have ufed what means foever, are never 
upbraided willi them, or called by ignominiow 
names; and as for confcience, you have no rea- 
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lumult : they burnt many houfes, and committed 
all forts of outrages. If any ooe o( tdc plebeians 
bsd txren injiu^d or afTrooted by a particular cici« 
iDen^ be kd the mob diredly to fats enemy's bouTe ; 
uy it was fufficiently barely tamention the perfon's 
nmm^ or to call out ** to/acb a. man's boufe^ or '^ td 
^ fttk^ mmn's Jjop.^' They glutted themfclves 
wni mifehtef^ and then, to crown all, they knighted 
fixty^feur^oitizens, among whom was their favou*^ 
me Sylveftro de Medici. Their levity was very 
cwiouS) for they conferred the honour of knight^ 
hood upon fome of thofe Tery perfons wbofe 
hodfcs they had burnt down but a few hours be* 
foffc^ Such is the caprice of the multitude, and 
fo ibonare their difguils changed into favour and 
affisftion ! The behaviour of the iignori and the 
council of the people was fuch as might be ex* 
pefted from men confcious of having neither dig* 
oity nor authority derived from the laws* Before 
%ixm oould be pafled^ it was neceflfary it (hould 
have the affent of the common-council, as well as 
of did'fignori. It was contrary to eftablifhed cuf* 
torn for two councils to be held on the fame day; 
fo that when the fignori had agreed, it was necef- 
fiuyto wait till next, day for the common-council 
fo deliberate upon the demands of the mob. Thefe 
demands were extrentely grievous and diftionour- 
able to the government : one of them in parti* 
cuIaTy^cbai: nd perfon that was incorporated into 
the aits ihould be compelled to pay any debt, 
'imdcr the fuoa of fifty ducats, in two years, at 
which time the principal only (hall be paid to 
the creditor^ and the intereft into the bank« Yec 
llie ^notfi had agreed to them, and the common* 
council were the next morning deliberating : the 
^Hseltitudey naturally voluble and impatient, got to- 
■Ifetber again under the palace. The law palled ; 
^ : ,? E4 but 
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ftandard of juftice before them. 'V' 
" friends," faid Michael, ** the pal 
** arc in your hands ; how would yoi 
** difpofed of ?" They unanimou£ 
that he (hould be their chief magiftrace 
the city as he pleafed. Michael, a 
low, more obliged to nature than : 
cepted the government, with a defigr 
compofe the city. To amufe the ped 
them to fcarch for Ser Nuto, the hat 
immediately iflued a proclamation, t 
fiiould dare to burn or plunder any mar 
the future ; and, to enforce the obt'cn 
he ordered a gibbet to be ereded in tl 
azza. The mob foon brought Scr Ni 
piazza, and hung him up by one le; 
gibbet ; and, as every one tore away 
a piece of his flefh, in two or three mi 
was nothing left of him but one of his 
Michael gallantly new-modelled the 
pointed a new fignori, and gave the i 
the (hops upon the Old Bridge to Sylvd 

dici : took. JI crnnt\ Ha^..-. --- » ! - r w 



Aiacbia'ifeL 

fiders aftd magiftratcs ; fo that the city had novr 
two. thbuQals, and was governed by two diftindt 
admimftfittioosi They took away all honours and 
emokmwBCs thac bad been granted to Sylveftro dt 
Medki,; and lo Michael di Lando. But Michael 
ihevod himfelf in valour, generoiity, and pru- 
dcActy £»* fuperior to any other citizen, and weUde'^ 
fcraes €o be reckoned among thofe few that have 
becD teal bene&dors to their country. If he had 
bcea of ao ambitious or felf-inte reded difpofition, 
the republic muft have reiapfed into a more into- 
lerable degree of fervitude than it was under the 
tyranoy oiithe Duke of Athens : but his integrity 
would not {uSst him to cherifh any defign that 
Hdi^it be prejudicial to the good of the public, 
aniifhia prudicnce taught him to condudt himfelf 
ioibc^:a.inanner, as not only gained him the firft 
^Itt and confidence of his own party, but ena- 
bled ^him to triumph over that of bis enemies. He' 
iiipprc&d.this new rebellion againtlhis authority 
Mfith ^reat addrefs and fpirit, and thofe proceed- 
ings ftruckia ttrror into the plebeians, and opened 
the eyes of the better fort of people, who could 
HOI help wondering at their own (lupidity, that 
afiter iliey had fuppreiTed the pride of the noba* 
lity, they Could fo patiently fubmit to be infulted 
byj il\e very dregs and rcfufc of the city. When 
Michael obtained this complete vi<ftory over the 
plebftianst the new iignori was already appoii^ed, 
two o£whom. were of fo bafe and abjed condition, 
that every one feemed deiirous to rid themfelves 
of.'fuch. u>£imou3. magiftrates. When the new 
iignori onterod on the magilb^cy, there was aa 
uproar ki the piaxz^, whrch^as full of armed men, 
wfaofiioated with one voice, ^* No plebeians in the 
*! fignoril**. The reft of the fignori, in order to 
appeafe thc^tumuU, degraded their two atfociate^^ 

and 
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xi cbofe two others in ibeir room : they Hktwify 
iflblred the plcbciao companies, and deprived all 

loCc of their ofHces who had any coDnc&ion wkh 
lem, except Michael, and a tew of the beft of 
■cm. They atlb divided ihc fubordinate ma^- 
acy into two feparatc jurifdiftionj, one of which 
as to prefide over the greater arts, and the other 
irer the Icfs. For ihe fignori, it ww only pro- 
dcd in genera), that five of that body (hould be 
awn out of the le(s companies, and four out oC 
le greater, and the (land ard -bearer akemudf 
IE of each. Sylveftro de Medici, and a few 
hers, who had promoted this new rcgtitari(Hi« 
Ecame in a manner the chief governors of tbe 
ty. Thefc proceedings, and this new model of 
3vemment, revived the old divilions betwixt thff 
ore confiderahle commoners, and the lower fore 

mechanics, which had firft been occafioned by 
le ambition of the Ricci and Atbizi : and be* 
ufe they afterwards produced terrible coofl^ 
uences, Machiavel hencefonvard diftiaguittlQI 
lefe two fadions by the names of the PofMtarmA 
le Plebeian. 

Though this conftirution of government lafted 
It three years, it nboimded with exccLitionsand 
iniQiments ; for as thole who were chiefly con- 
Tned in the adininidration well knew there were 
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againfl a number of citizens, for corrcf[X)nclingwitl\ 
chs: exiles ac Bologna, concerning ^ plot againd 
tb^.ci^y; the prifoners were exaaiined, and no- 
tbin^^aiiDinal could be proved againft them. Thei 
ma^ftniies were going to acquit and difcbarge 
IdMBU^^ ibe people rofe in fuch a ferment of cU* 
mMiT' and calumnies, that the magiftrate was 
iofVfpA ca^paft fentence of death upon them. Their 
encutiotiis occaGoned fre(h murmurs and difcon-; 
tgsfi^ in ;tiie citjr ; fo that both thofe who had goc 
t^^iupper. hands and thofe who were deprefTed, 
fiiwl AO f^ooHBual fear and fuTpicion of each other. 
DfiM^l ;kKleed were the confequences which 
ilhrcd nam tb^ apprehenfions of the former, a& 
^ety UttJc accident furniQied them with a handle 
laiCnuiiple on their fellow citizens, fome of whom 
tbef daily put to death, orfent into exile. Tbejr 
Iflcetvife oiode fcyeral new laws to ftrengthen their 
haiid^ and keep thofe down of whom they enter- 
tallied the lead fufpicion. Thefe fufpicions 
fBrt^^^ (Ux)nger and ftronger every day, made 
4mp^ behave with more rigour to the other party; 
a manner of proceeding that only ferved to mul- 
tiply their difcontents, and to increafe inftead of 
^diiaying their own fears, which were not a little 
heightened by the infolen^e of Georgio Scali and 
Totnafo Strozzi, whofe authority was much fupc- 
rior to that of the magiftrates ; and therefore cl^ey 
all flood in awe of thofe two citizens, as they 
knew it was in their power, if thqy (liould join 
the plebeians, to turn them entirely out of the 
adminiftratioD. 

This intemperate and tyrannical manner of go- 
verning began to grow intolerable, not only to all 
good citizens, but even to the feditious themfclves; 
and it was not poflible that the arrogance of Scali in 
particular could be long fupported« By ddivering 

I a friend 
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friend and tool of his out of the hands of jufticf/ 
<f a mob, he fooh furniChed his enemies with * 
ir opportunity not only of wreaking [heir own pri- 
■te revenge upon liim, but of delivering the com- 
onwcalih out of his hands, and the hands of the 
ebtrians, who bad fo iinmcrcifulty itrannifed 
,-er ic for three years. TTiry cpgaged Jn this dc- 
;n Benedetto, a man of immenfe fortune, vciy 

inane, Ilrift in his morais and principles, a 
rady friend to the liberties of his country, ao^ 
fficiently difgufted at the tyrannical proceedings 

the government ; fo that i: ivas no difficult maf- 
r to engage him in any mealures that mig)lit 
■ntribute to the dow nfall of Scali. As the m- 
lence and oppreflion of tlie principal commonecs 
id made him their enemy, and a friend [0-the< 
ebeians, fo when lie faw the hitcr purfuing the 
■ry fame mcafurcs, he quickly detached hriufelf 
)m tlieni. Having brought Benedetto and the 
ads ol ihe arts into their dciign, they fcized 
ion Scali, and the next day he was beheaded;* 
lich tlriick futh a terror into his party, that not 
ic ot thcin offered to (lir in his favour, though 
ey crowded in great numbers to fee his cxecy- 
m. When he came to fuffcr dcaih, in the face 

that very people who had fo lately wordiippcd 
m with a degree ot idolairv, he could not help 
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of envy. He told Benedetto, " This is the lafl day 
** of my nnisforciines, and ihe firll of yovir's,'* 
After him, fome of his chief confidents were put 
todteath, and' •'their bodies dragged through the 
ftrects fey the people. 

•Hw dfeath threw the whole city into a ferment. 
A^i the city y^2LS full of different humours, every 
brief had a feparate view, and was eager to accom- 
pHih it'beforc he laid down his arms. The an- 
dfear hobiHty, now called grandees, could not bear 
to live any kmger without fome fhare in the pub- 
lic honotirs, and exerted their utmoft efforts to 
rccdvct' thenn; for which purpofe they endea* 
* Voutied t6 have the captains of the arts reftored to 
tbefr farmer authority. The heads of the popular 
faftWn, and the greater arts, were difgufted that 
tKc'^gbVcrnment of theflate was (harcd in common 
^Nvttb' them by the inferior arts or plebeians ; the 
ittfenbr arts, inftead of giving up any part of 
their authority, were very defirous to increafe ir; 
*artti the' plebeians were afraid of having' their new 
■ companies diflblved. From thefe different views 
ioid, apprehenfions there was nothing to be feen in 
Florence but tumults for a whole year. Som'e- 
tJthcs the grandees, fometimes the greater, fome^ 
tioies: -the lefTer arts, and fometimes the plebciarisj 
'mere m an uproar; and it often happened that 
' they afti took arms at the fame thpe in diflereni 
parts of the city, 

'^' 'Aftei* many mifchiefs, dangers, and troubles 
-jftsd hlany confuhations and conferences, a liiiv 
'forrti^of government was eftablifhed,* All wen 
'r^atfed -^ho had been banifhed fince Sylveftro d 
- Medici was ftandard-bearer ; all offices and at> 
' j^nWients conferred in 1378 were abolifl^ed ; th 

», t ^VlI; p. a9. 
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rw companies difToU'td, and re- Incorporated in 
eir rrfpeiflive arts: tlie inferior ans fiiould hot 
loofeany ftandar.l bearer of jurticc; thai in{lead 
enjoying one half of ilic public honours, rtiey 
re now limited lo one third, and thofe too of 
c lower rank ; fo that the popular nobility and 
e Guelplis rc-affiimcd their fuperiority ; and the 
ebeians were unerly difpalicflcLi of it, after they 
id held it from 1378 to 138 t. The new admt- 
ftration was no lefs grievous and oppreffivc, 
)wever, than that of the plebeians hai been ; 
veral of the ix)pular nobility, and many of the 
ads of the plebeians, were baniftied, and amoDg 
e reft Michael,* whom the remetnbrancc of 
s former great merit, in reftraining the fofy 
the populace when fo licentioufly plundering 
; city, was not fufficient to protcA frooi 
e refemment of the governing party. From 
Lh impolitic ptoceedines in princes and gover- 
is of commonwealths it happens that men, na- 
rally growing difgiifted with their ill-timed 
verity and ingratitude, often incur their dtfi- 
eafure before they are aware of it. As fuch 
editions and baniftimtnts had ever been difap- 
oved of by Benedetto, he could not help bliiming^ 
e authors of thefe ; upon which the government 
gan to grow jcaloiis of him, as a favourer of 
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*' You fee, my dear friends^'* fays he, when he 
took leave of them, ** in what manner Fortune 
** has contrived my ruio, aod how (he (till threat- 
^^ eos you ; k is the lot of thofe who endeavour 
*< to maintain tbeir integrity in wicked and cor*- 
^^ rupt times. From the fame principle of love 
'^ to my c,ountry which once induced mc to join 
^' Sylve/lrode Medici, and afterwards to feparate 
*^ myXdf from Scali, I could not forbear cenfuring 
^^ thc.p£QC(^edings of thofe who are now at the 
** helm, who, iaving nobodj^ to chaftife thtm^ are 
**.likewifc defirous to get rid of every one who 
*^ d^cs to reprehend them/' He prcferved his 
chara&er for piety and humanity abroad, and there 
(iied* His Ixmes were brought back to Florence, 
aodinterred there with the higheft honours by 
thofe very people who had perfecuted ium whik 
alive with Iq much rancour and injultice. 

The fetttily of the Albcni were not the only 
fuffer^ in thefe diftraftions, for many other citi« 
sens were either admonilhed or fent into exile* 
The members of this balia having done what they 
were deputed for^ were going to break upi, a^ 
they thought it would have an appearance of mo^ 
dmyi but the people hearing of their refoUnion, 
ran to, arms in the palace, and infifted that they 
fliouU banifli and admonifli feveral others bdbrc 
they religiied their authority. 

xnioo j)er fjuefie, e per altre cagioni di MdTer Benedetto AU 
S^tti;* e conofchito Hardo ]a ^elofia, che cittadint del jg;overno 
fltfwftao di <)Bella cafa degli Alberti, con participazione de* 
priocipalt 4eila ietta de nobili, fecc cretre una balia per 
Mtn) dello fliutOt neila Quale intra le prime ceie fi delibero^ 
ehe Me&t Benedetto fulTe conHpatOi e tl refio degli Albert! 
kUtti funtixuoitt; e furono coftrettt i fi^ori per gelofia de 
capi 'deRa fetta, che molti altn cittadini tanto populani^ che 
plebci, fiifle confinato, o ammuniti, e per ridurre piu il go- 
verno a parte aobile^ c per piu avviiire g|li avverfari artifici 
e popolo miiiiHo» fcc» Nerii, p« 119, 30, 
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The fignori, to diminilli the authority of ibe 
ilebeians lliU more, made a decree, that the third 
lart of the honours which they before cfljoyed, 
hould be reduced to a fourth ; and that there 

ight be two at Icaft in the fignori, always of ap.' 
iroved fidelity to the governmeni, they gavctne 
[onfaionier, and four other citizens, authority to 

lake a frelh imborfuion, and to put the nain<^ 
f a feled: number of citizens into a particular 
urfe, out of which two of every new fignori 
loutd always be drawn. 

Tranquillity now continued till 1387, when 
fiovanni Galeazzo Viconti, commonly called the 
^onte di Virtu, thought to make himfelf king oS 
:aly by arms, as he had made himfelf duke of 
lilan by treachery : but after making himfelf 
lafter of Bologna, Pifa, Perugia, and Siena, and 
rcparingto becrowiicd king of Iialy at Florence, 

died.* During ihe war with the duke, Mafo 
^li Albizi was gonfalonier, a bitter enemy to tha 
lucrti. He refolved, though Benedetto wu 
iw dead, to be revenged 011 the rell of that &- 
ily, for Pieiro's unfortunate end, before he went 
K of office. He accufed the two heads of the 
mily of correfponding with the exiles, and took 
cm into cuftody : upon this the wliole city wu 

an uproar. The fignori called the people 
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piazza, and others to the houfc of Kri de Medici, 
who, after the death of Sylveftcr, was become the 
head of that family, and c^lrneftly ijitreated him 
to take the government into his hands, and de* 
liver them from the oppreflion of thofe citizens^ 
who were daily endeavouring to deftroy the com- 
monwealth, and every good man in it. Antonio de 
Medici was mod importunate with him, though 
cbey had been long at open enmity. All writera 
^ree, that if Veri had been as ambitious as ht 
was virtuous, he might have made himftlflord of 
the city: but he put himfelf at the head of the 
peoplcy marched to the piazza, and there publicly 
refufed to. do any thing unconditutional, but 
prayed the fignori to redrcfs the grievances of the 
people. They highly commended him, and pro- 
mifed to give all (atisfadtion. Upon thefe slSu^ 
rancesy and a reliance on Veri*s word, the people 
returned to their houies. As foon as the tumult 
was compofedy the fisnori, inftead of fulfilling 
their promiieSy fortified the piazza, enrolled two 
tlvmfand cidxens to defend them, forbid all others 
to bear aroiSt put nuny citizens to deaths and 
baniflied others, who had been moft a&ive in 
the lace infurredion. The few Alberti who were 
kfc, and the Medici, thought themfelves and the 
pccple deceived, aiid were extremely diigufted by 
tbete proceedings ; but the firft who had courage 
to. oppofe theoi was Donato Acciaivola, one of tne A 
eraiKKes, radier fuperior to Mafo Albi^i, who, ^< 
by<che ftcps he had tiiken while he was gonfalonier. 
Wis become in a manner the head of the common- 
frealdu Donato endeavoured that thofe who^ had 
b^o fimt into exile might be recalled, and diole 
who had been admonifhed (hould be re-qualified to 
hold thrir former honours and employments. He 
£rft attempted it by perfualion, but not fucceed- 
Vol. U. F ing. 
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I, he threatened to do it by force. For this he 
IS cited, convieled, and banifticd to Barletw. 
amanno, and Antonio de Medici, and ail, thofc 
lo were of Alamanno's family, with many of ibe. 
"crior arts, who had any intereft among the plc- 
ians, were hkcwifc baniOied. AH tbcfe things.,. 
ppi-ned within two years after Mafo degli AJ-.,. 
2i had afHimed the government. 
In 1397 the exiles at Bologna, fplnted young 
en, among whom was Antonio de Medici, de- 
■mincd at all evetits to rcuirn (o their country, 
d alTafUnate Mafo, depending upon the people's , 
ing in their favour j but cither from a terror of 
e government, or prejudice againft the cxUes, 
e people would not move; and the confpirators 
■d to the church, where they were put to death.* 
his conrpiracy was fcarcely qualhed, when an- 
her more dangerous was difcovered, of other 
il':s Icattercd over Lombardy, in concert with 
ke uf Milan; but. this was difcovered, 
■fei'-A-l, anJ the authors punifiicd. Then a new 
ilia vv.is inftituted, with authority to provide for 
e fafety of the commonwealth. By this cquh-. 
I, fix of [he Ricci, fix of the Alberti, two of ihc 
[cdici, three of the Scali, two of the Sirozzi, 
id many others of lower condition, were pro- 
aimed rebels j ali the reft of the Albert!, Rict-i, 
d Medici, exccut fome very few. 
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of the Albert!, they banllhed all of that family 
that were above fifteen years of age, Thefe things 
happened in 1400.* 

In 141 2 feme of the Albfcrti returned from ba- 
niihiTieht, and another balia was appointed, which 
made ncW laws for the fecurity of the (late, and 
inflicted other penalties on that family. 

In 14 14 ended the war with Ladiflaus, king of 
Naples, whofe death delivered Florence from as 
much danger as that of the Conte di Virtu had 
done. 

The period from 137 1 to 1434, is thaf which 
is boafted by Machiavel as the profperous one, 
but whoic' profperity he attributes to the virtues 
and abilities of Nafo. Pila, Arezzo, Leghorn, 
and Montepulchiano, were added to the domi- 
nion. 

All republics, efpecially fuch as arc not well . 

conftitutdj, undergo frequent changes iri their 
*' laws and manner of governments and this is 

not owihg to. the nature cither of liberfy or . 

jlibje^ioh in general, a^ mariy think, but. to . 

ddwArightopprcfllon ori one hand, or unbridled 
" liccntibufnefs on the other." J(t is very true,, 
that moft republics have undergone frequent 
changes in their laws i but this has been merely 
becaufc that very few republics have b^cn well 
conftituled. .It is very true ' aUq, that there is 
nothing in the nature btriyerty, or of obedience, 
which tends to prtxJuce futh changes; on th^ con- 
trary, real liberty and true obedience rather xcnd 
to preftrve conftahcy in government, k is, .ki-. 
deed, oppreflibh' and licence th^t occadon changes ; 
but where the conffitution is good, the laws go- 
vern arid ' prevent oppreflion as well as licence. 

• Nerli, p. 33. 
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iiiive power of the ftate, ami then, if he is taken 
IT by death, another will fuccecd ; if he be ovcr- 
lowered by advcrfity the whole ftate muft be 
verpawen.-d with him, and no form of govcrn- 
nent can be devifed to warrant ftatcs againft pcf- 
ilence, earthquake, and famine, the inevitable 
nd irrcfiftibie judgements of heaven. " I fay, 
' therefore, that the model of government, which 
' took place in Florence after the death of Scali 
in ijSi, was at firft folely maintained by the 
conduct of Mafo degli Albizi, and afterwards 
by that of Niccolo Uzzano." This is aftrong 
nftance of the efficiency of one man, fo fituated 
s to be able to mediate between the arJfVocratical 
.nd dcmocratical ingredients in foriety, and for 
iroviding fuch an officer by the confticution, whofe 
!uty and bufincfs it (ball always be to ad: the fame 
>arti nay, who fhall be ncceffitaied, from the prin- 
ipie of felf-prefervation and fcif- defence, to pre- 
crve the balance between them. 

The city continued in tranquillity from 1414. 
1422; eight years; Uzzano and fix others had 
he chief authority. Thole animofities, however, 
which were at hrft kindled in the city by the 
juarrel betwixt the Albizi and the Ricci, and sf- 
erwards blown up to fuch height by Sylvcflro de 
*/Iedici, were not yet cxtinguilhed; and although 
hat party which had the largeft fliare in the affcc- 
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of them had rheir eftates confifcatcd; others were 
banifhed or put to death ; and thofe v.'ho were fuf- 
fercd. to continue in the city were deprived of all 
their honours and employments j by which their 
party was much deprefled, and almoft reduced xp 
nothing. They retained, however, ftiarp refent- 
ments, and determined to take revenge, though 
undei" the prefent circumftances they thought 
proper to diflemble. 

This adminiftration, compofed of the mod con- 
(iderable commoners or popular nobility, which 
had kept the city fo long in peace, at Jaft were 
guilty of two errors in point of condudl, which 

{>rQyed their ruin. As foon as they thought them- 
elves fafe from the attempts of the Alberti, they 
grew infolent, and they quarrelled among them- 
fclves: two faults, that have ever been com- 
mitted by every fmgle aflembly, whether of nobles 
or commons i and which ever mud be committed 
by all diat are to come. Amidfl: their fupinenefs, 
oppreluons, and divifions, the Medici recovered 
their former authority and power. The firft of 
this fiimily that began to lift up his head again 
yfzs Giovanni^* the fon o( Bicci de Medici^ who 
being a man of great humanity, arid grown very 
richj was admitted to a (hare in the government 
of the ftate» at which there was fuch extraordi- 
nary rejoicings among the people, that many of 
the gravpr fort of the citizens v/ere not a little 
alarmed when they faw the old humours began to 
iBow thcmfcives again. Uzzano reprefented to his 
colJeaguc3,*t' ^^^^ ^^ knew Giovanni was a perfon 
of much greajcer influence and abilities i;han ever 
Sylveftro had been, and that it was dangerous to 
promote a man of fo general a reputation to fuch 

* Ncrli, p. 34. + Nerli, p. 34> 35- 
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dfgre^ of power : but the reft of the governor* 
nvied Uz^ano's reputation, and were gUd «> 
vail thei;^clYes of any aillfbince.io ruin \i\aii 
b that Giovanni was fet up, as it often IiupenQj 
o pull down Uzzano.-T-When a ^lopuhr aMinl>^. 
>r a fenate have the management of the c^tccMCJve 
xjwer, difputcs for ever arife concerning' CYcry 
tep in foreign, affairs, and dUcords and ta&ioqt 
lave full play. Thus it happened in i^lorenee 
jpon occafion of a ns-gociation with Philip Vi- 
ronii, lord of Lombardys every fadlion n4d ft 
3iffcrent opinion : ibat, however, in favour ^ 4 
ivar prevailed j ten fuperJntendants of the war were 
appointed, foldiers were raifed, and taxes iaipoikclf 
^efe occafioned great murmurs la the city.j,. Xbft 
taxes were faid to be heavier on the popr ;hii|D tl^ 
rich ; every one exclaimed againft the op^prf^^w 
of their governors, who had wantonly ecobro^^ 
them in an expentive and unnecelTary war^onl^^is 
gratify theirown private intercfts and ambi^oiiyBiii^ 
toeftablilh tbcmfelvesin their tyranny. T^-intr 
jority of the governors at lafl judged it neceli^ 
to declare war, nocwithftanding that refolutian JHll 
met with great oppofition, efpccially from Got- 
vanni dc Medici, who publicly proteQed agai^ 
it) which occaHoned a multitude of areumfms 
pro and con. The war was unfortunate, 9iid<ft 
lattie loft by the badncR of the weather; this 
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ing them with the heavy cxpences of an unnecef- 
fary war. 

Machiave), p. 238, enumerates the tatbts which 
fiiry ft^gefted upon this occafion to an enraged 
and ipttbridlcd multitude. The fignori called a 
micdSngiof the principal citizens, and earneftly 
exhorted them to ufe their good offices to foot he 
die petple, and appeafe the general indignation 
which their clamours ^ad excited. RinaJdo, the 
ckteft* (on of the late Mafo degli Albici, having 
fedredy entertained fome hopes of becoming fole 
goremor of the republic, by the merit of his own 
fcfvices and the reputation of his father, made a 
J6ti|^ f|)cech in juftification of the war. A commif- 
fiori was given to twenty citizens to raife farther 
ii^fkti mt the maintenance of the war^ who fee- 
ing^ tfi^ governing party now humbled, took cou- 
Iti^, ilhd*ratd the chief burden of the taxes upon 
Adf Mhoilldc:^ ; at which they were not a little 
lMtf ftl gi ( tffa their turn. They complained of it 
flB^todfUravy; bat when this came to the ears of 
the WtfiicU, flicy took effedtual care to have it 
^UeAedi ^d, in order co make all impofitionjs 
^ppeak'tlie more grievous and hateful to the people 
W- iJic foturr, 'tney gave a ftrift charge to their 
' 4^6to t )fi\A collect thiis with the utmoft rigour, and 
^d^fcSll'^y bhe'that fliould dare to oppofe them, or 
'rtfofc'te'biiy it r and fo many were murdered or 
•tifebndc9;ihit1t was apprehended the two parties 
1^«uKf Vttanfc' to blows J for thofe who had been fo 
y)tri^ i<ftjbw[i^, ajld ufcd tp be treated with fuch re- 
:*tt<enci%dtflW^ the thoughts 

..lif-^bdft^ Iftiiflteid in this manner J and the other 
•^6^W*JretelBPfced, that ei^cry man, in his turn, 
"ftoUkf^ljtially feH the ftlng of thefe oppreffions. 
Th^'pfirittpaf tWfens Kad now many private con- 
• fbren9es> but Giofanni was not there i either be- 

caufe 
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la oi cne people, from whom l 
recovered it in 1381. He reminc 
tyranny of thofe who were in rhe 
from 1377 till that time ; in which 
the father or grandfather, or fomc 
of almofl every one who was then 
been unjuftly put to death. Thai 
now going to relapfe into the fame 
fufion and opprefTion, as the moltituc 
taken upon them to impofe taxes i 
were not either curbed by force, or 
fome other expedient, would certainl; 
place, proceed to appoint fuch offi 
thought fit ; after which they would t 
Unt magiftrates out of their feats, 
deftruftion of an adminiftration, whii 
verned the city, with fo much glory 
tion, for forty-two years: the con 
which would be, that Florence mv 
blindly governed by the caprice of the 
and then one party would live in conti 
and apprehenfion, while the other r 
manner of licentioufnefs, or it muft fa 
fubjeiflion of ff^'^'- - 
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reducingthem from fourteen to feven, which would 
Jefien the power of the plebeians in the councils, 
both by retrenching their nunnber, and jby throw- 
ing more weight into the fcalc of the grandees, 
who would be fare to ufe all poflible endeavours 
to dcprefs them^ out of revenge for old injuries. 
The wife nicn always availed themfclves of dif- 
ferent forts of people at different feafons i and if 
their fathers had made ufe of the afliftance of the 
plebeians to humble the infolence of the grandees, 
now the latter were brought fo low, and the former; 
become fo audacious, it would be no bad expe- 
dient to join with one to lower the other. — Uzzano 
'made anfwer, that it might be done, if they could 
draw Giovanni de Medici into their defigns ; for 
if he concurred with them, the multitude being 
deprived of their head, would not be able to make 
any oppofition. — Rinaldo was deputed to wait 
upon Giovanni, and perfuade him to join them. 
Giovanni replied to him, that he had always thought 
it the duty of a good citizen to endeavour to pre- 
vent any change in the eftabliflied laws. By fuch 
changes fome were turned out and others brought 
in, and the firft generally thought themfelvcs more 
aggrieved than the others benefited ; by which few 
friends and many enemies were made, mankind 
being naturally more prone to revenge than gra- 
titude. That the citizens of Florence generally 
dealt bafely and perfidiouily with each other : that 
as (bon as the promoters and advifers of this 
plan had fufficienriy depreffed the people by the 
rielpof hjs authority, they would certainly fall 
upon him next with the whole force and afTiftance 
of the plebeians, whofe afFeftions he muft have 
loft by fuch a condud, and then he would be 
utterly deferted and ruined. He could not help re- 
membering the fate of Benedetto, who, at the 

inftigation 
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inftigation of fuch ;as confpired his deftruAion, 
conlented to the fcvcre proceedings agairift Sc<lli> 
iind foon after was (cnt into exile himftlf by the' 
I'ery pcrfons who had inveigled him into'thoft! 
meafurcs. That for his part he ftiouM ticW 
sg'-i-e to have any alteranotis made in the U*slttf' 
conflitution of his country. — Thefc dehbcrattoni/ 
when known, flil) added to the reputation of Gio- 
panni, and increafed the hatred of the peopli 
againft the other citizens. On the contrary, Ala- 
m^nno de Medici, his relation, and Cofinio,' bis' 
fon, urged Giovanni to take this opportunity of 
humbling hrs enemies and exalting his fricMSl 
reproaching him with his coldncfs, which they 
feid emboldened thofe who wiftied him illto forin 
daily confpiraciesagainft him, and would, bnctim'i 
or other, prove the luin of all his family afirl A- 
pcndents: but he was deaf to all dleirrcmotlf 
(b^anccs and prognoflications, and determined to 
purfue his own meafurts. Thedefignsof the fac- 
tion were, however, now plainly difcovef-cd, ind 
the city began once more lo divide itti^f rnci 
faftiuns. Under fuch forms of governtnerft'^^irtL 
can never be an independent judicial j56wer; ^ 
paritt-s arc either courting, or thrc-.i:rning, or (*f- 
fecu[ing the judges. There wer( a[ this tiiTietifS 
pfefidiiig under the f^gnori, in tl;e llipreme cdmt 
ofiufticc : Martino, who was nric of ihem.'was 
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The war laftcd five years, i. c. from 1422 to 
1^27, and die citizens were impoverifhed by taxes; 
axid^pcrfonal cftaCe was now to be taxed as well as 
re^U Thi§ was likely to fall heavy upon the rich, 
upon which account it was oppofed vchennently by 
then;! all, bieforrit pafledintoa law, except Gio- 
vanni, who publicly expreflcd his approbation of 
iCi fi> that it was carried againd thenn. This tax 
was regulated by a law made on purpofe, and not 
idcto the arbitrament of partial or interefted per- 
^ns ; fo that the more powerful citizens were ia 
fome meafure rcftrained from opprcffing the infc* 
qQr fort, ^nd influencing their votes in the couii- 
ciSSi a3 they had been ufcd to do, by the threats 
of taxing them according as they gave their fuf- 
^piges.. This tax, therefore, was very cheerfully 
iiihnriittcd tQ by the generality, though highly 
4i%uflLfuI to the government. But as it is the na- 
ture pf mankind to be ever reftlefs and difcon- 
^bted, and when they have gained one advantage, 
toy be. ftill girafping at a higher, the people, not 
£i|3l^fied with tnis equality of taxation eftablifhed 
w the Jaw, demanded a rerrofped, by which it 
miglit aj>ptar how much lefs the rich citizens had 
g^.l^etore,.|than they ought to have done by this 
jiatlpxij and every one be made to account for 
cicQCKS'^ . This queftion occafioned very long 
^^rm^frhious araumentson both fides ; the Gio- 
Vi^l^ jepVcfentcd to the people the bad confe- 
,^cs of retrofpe6b, and with many arguments 
l^/tJiCL people, till they dropped this demand. 
^yXn i4^8? peace was concluded, andfrefh com- 
^jg^ijfii btrean in the city, on the fubjedt of the 
fi^^pj^ of taxation. In this juncture Giovanni 
f^ £ckj and calling his two fons, Cofimo and 
l^lorenzo^ to his bed-fide, he advifcd them, " If 
« you would live with fafety and comfort, be 

" content 



" tontfntwith fuch a rtiare in thegovemtnenCM: 
" your feliow-citizens confer upon you, by which 
" you will avoid envy and danger ; for it is that 
" which a man arrogates to himfelf that makes. 
" him odious, and not what is voluntarily given 
" him." He- died lamented by the whole city, 
for he was very charitable and compafGonate. His 
univcrfai benevolence taught him to iove good , 
men, and pity the evil. He never folicited honours, 
:hough he obtained the highed. Hedied poJIefled'. 
Df immenfe riches,* and full of glory and repu*- 
ration, leaving his fon Cofimo heir to his fortune ' 
ind fame ; both which he not only maintaiiwU 
3UC augmented. 

Ambition foon Itindled new wars. The whole--' 
:ity was divided into little meetings and cabdsof". 
ill ranks of people, the generality of whom werc'^ : 
'or commencing hoftilities againft the Lucchcfc - 
Amongthe more confiderable citizens whofavour-' v 
:dthisenterprife, were ail the followcrsof theMe-, 
iici family: thofewhooppofed it were Uzzano and' ' 
'lis party. It feeins alnioft incredible that rficre ■ 
(liould he fuch a change of opinions in Ae fame'. - 
ricizens, on this occafion, concerning the expedi- 
ence of a war; and yet thofe very perfons who, - 
ifcer a peace that had lalted ten years, oppofcd a ■ 
v-ar againft duke Philip, which was undertaken in. 
U-lViice of their own liberties, nnw ftrenuoufly 
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)f gain is, than the fear of lofing. The fignori 
iflembled the common-council, where the matter 
vas debated by fomc of the leading men of the 
-epublic, in the prcfence of four hundred and 
lincty-cightcitizens. The debate was conduded 
3y Rina)d6on oqc fide, and Uzzano on the other; 
ind> upon a ballot, only ninety-eight were againft 
iie war. — The war was commenced, and carried 
>ii with all that rapacious avarice and ambition 
Birbich had begun it, and grievous complaints and 
iccufarions were brought againft Aftorre and Ri- 
naldo for their behaviour in it. 

In 1428* Niccolo de Uzzano died, and Rinaldo 
fucceeded as hea^l of his family and party. Rinaldo 
Dccurned in a rage againft the magiftrates, and 
prefenting himfelf before the council of war, he 
toldthcm^ *' he well knew how difficult and dan- 
gerous a thing it was to ferve an unbridled people, 
and a divided ftate i fincc the one was carried away 
mtkk every rumour, the other put a malicious in- 
terpretation upon actions that were doubtful, and 
^ways puniflied the evil, but never rewarded the 
good : fo.that if a commander fucceeded in an ex- 
pedition, he had no praife at all ; if he was guilty 
:)f an ferror, his conduft was cenfured by the ge- 
neraiity j but if he mifcarried, he was fure to be 
condemned by every ones for in one cafe his own 
party would envy his fuccefs, and his adverfaries 
act fail to infult him in the other." The council 
»)dea;voured to appeafe Ws refentment, but gave 
iic command abroad to others. The war was con- 
duced afterwards rather unfuccefsfuUy, until they 
:anne to abattlc before the town of Lucca, and were 
totally defeated. As the expedition had been un- 
dertaken almoft by general confcnt, the people, 
la thc> utmoft confternation, and not knowing 

♦ Nerli, p. 39. 
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nrlipre to turn their rage, began to abufe litofe 

»ho had conddfted the war, fince they cDuld n« 
alarpc tliolc w'lo, bv theirown inftigation, hadfirft 
idvifcd ic, nn.l revived their old caKimmesagMitft 
Rin>i!do: but the peiibn whom thry fell upon 
with the greateH' violence was Guicchiardini, who, 
[hey laid, might eafily have put an end to rile 
war, if he had not been b''bed; nay, they went 
To far as to charge him with iending an horfe'-kHd 
3f money tu his own houfe, and particularly- nKa- 
tioned the names both of thofe that carried and 
chof'; that received it. TheTc clamours and «ccu- 
facions made fuch a noife, that the captain of the 
people could not help taking cognizance of £> 
public a charge ; cfpecially as he was importu- ■ 
natcly called upon fo to do by Giovanni's enemkt* 
Having cited him therefore to clear himfelf of this 
imputation, he made his appearance, but iHlh 
much teeming indignation and contempc of their 
malice i and his rclarions exerted themfclvo fo 
Itrenuouily for the honour of tlieir family, that 
the captain was obliged to ftop all further pro- 
ceedings againft him. The infmuation here il 
very obviou":, that thejudge was bribed. 

In X433 a g;-neral peace was concluded, and all 
towns that had been taken by the FloreotincSr 
Lucchctc, and Sienefe, (hould be mutually Fcftor< 
cd cu [heir former poffeflbrs ; fo that the cxpeoce 



lance, exceec3ingly liberal and humane; never en- 
ering inro any meur'-iies that would be pernicious 
d-^tbc ilatc, or even the party that he oppofed, 
4tt. .talcing all .opportunities of doin^ good to 
rmcry'-ohc, and of conciliating to himlelf the af- 
irEbiOm bf his fcllow-dtizcns by his goodncfs and 
jbhcrofity. So noble an example of benevolence 
{reatly incrcafed the hatred which the public had 
irfcrfy cbnceived againft the governing party, and 
It thcTame time was the beft method he thought 
le could rake to enable himfclf either to live with 
t^pmarion and fecurity in Florence, or to get the 
litter of any perfecution that the malice of his 
tricTrties might raife againft him, by the intcreft he 
iAd'.'#ith the people, and even, if neccilary, by 
tftte of arms. There were two citizens who con- 
^bbtedto promote this intercil, Averardo de Me- 
liW,'-and Puccio de Pucci ; the one by his bold- 
rfTs'iihd Tiiftivity, the other by his great wifdom 
tnd experience, which added much re[)utaiion lo 
iH parry : indeed, the judgement and authority 
Jp fchV 'latter vvertf fo generally revered, that he 
lavc'fiahic to the party, which was not called Co- 

>'s paitv. In this divided ftate 



imo's, biic Puccio's paity 




iWS'part}' had" promoied and advifed a war, yec 
hpfc of the other fide were chiefiy employed in 
ftmtitift^rrg it, as they had greater power in the 
?8^i*nmtfhf : and fince Averardo and his friends 
:ofljId'tiat by iany means prevent this, they took 
?fciy Sppdrtabity of dtfamuigthcm, and calum- 
iS^!rl^ their anions'; fo that when they met with 
fey tiiisfortiifie, it was nor imputed to the fope- 
'^}jf ^ftrcfjgtlfor better manljgemeht of xhc enemy, 
>j^ to ihe *n5!fcondutt and ichprudence of the 
^^6t.lt. Q ' commiffarY* 
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umiflarj'. This was the occaiion that the 
irmities comtnincd by Aftorfa Gianni, though 
f great indeed of thcmfclves, were ftill exag- 
itcd. It was this fort of treatment that pro- 
,ed Rinaldo to fuch a degree, that he left his 
imand without permiffion. This was the true 
fe of Giovanni Guicchicardini being cited to 
tear before the captain of the people. From 
cc proceeded all the charges and complaints 
t were exhibited againfl other magiftrates and 
imillarics; and whilft thofe that had any foun- 
;on were always aggravated, and fometimei 
ported by downright falfehood, the people 
tdily fwallowed all, whether true or falft, out 
the hati'ed they bore to them : and though 
zano, and the other heads of that party, were 
"ciently aware of thefe bafe artifices, and had 
:ral private meetings to confider of proper 
ins to prevent the effeft of ihem, yet ihey could 
fix upon any expedient. It was very danger- 
, they knew, to connive at them, and not left 
irocecd to open violence : Uzzano himfelf was 
rfe to any remedies of that kind. Barbadori, 
:g [hey were haralled in this manner, with 
abroad and fadion at home, made a viCt to 
zano, whom he found alone, and very thought- 
in his rtudy ; and as he himfelf wirtied to fee 
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prefled in their contefts with the plebeians. 
Our party is divided, while that of our adver- 
fapesis compaft and entire. Nm and Neroni, 
*^two of thi chief men in the city^ have not yet di* 
'^ cUfed themfelves ; and it is uncertain what lidc 
*^ chc;^, will take. Several families are divided 
'^ achpng tfaemfdves ; and many there are tba( 
^^ HAtc us, and &vour our adverfaries, merely out 
•* of urnvy or malice to their own brothers, or 
^^ ibme other near relations. Among the fons of 
'^ Mafo, Luca, out of hatred to Rinaldo^ is gon^ 
♦^ over to the other fide ; in the family of the 
** Guicciardiniy Pietro, the fon of Luigt, is a 
^^ monal enemy to his brother Giovanni, and 
** joins our adverfaries ; Tomafo and Niccolo 
Soderini openly oppofe us out of pique to their 
uncle Francifco: lothat ifweconfider the quality 
^^ of thofe who con(litute their party, and of whoqi 
^^ our own confifts, I fee no reafon why one (hould 
** be' called the nobility in preference to the other. 
** If it is becaufe they are followed by the whole 
** t>ody of the plebeians, that very circumftancc 
'* niakes them fo much fuperior to us, that if ever 
'^ wq'come to an open trial of our flrength, we 
^' (ll^tl not be able to Hand before them ; and if 
** werftill continue in poffeflion of the firft places 
*^ in the commonwealth, it is entirely owing to 
^^ i)ie,eftabli(hcd credit of an adminiftration which 
" has now . fupported itfelf for the fpace of fifty 
** jcjp^. But if thinjgs (hould come to extremir 
** tics, ind our preient weaknefs be difcovered, 
*' ^od may depend upon it, we (hould be forced 
** QUt of the magiftracy, perhaps to our utter dc- 
** ftri^ion. Cofimo, it is true, freely lends mo- 
'V^^7^o every one that wants itj not only tQ 
^ jpTiv^e people, hut to the public, upon any 
^' ^iisifargjci^^ and to foreigners as well as Flo- 

. G * " tcntiucs; 
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' rcmines : he is a friend to fuch as (land in need 

* ofprote^lion, and fometimes hdps lo advance 

* an acquaintance to a reputable cmpioymeni ia 
' the commonwealth, by the imcreft which his 
' iinivcrfal benevolence has gained him among 

* the people. What QiaJl we be able to plead in 

* excule for endeavouring to expel him the city ? 

* Shall we acciife him of being charitable, fnend- 

* ly, liberal, and beloved by every one ? What 
' law condemns charity, liberality, and bencfi- 

* cencc? Indeed, theft virtues arc fomeiimcs 
'' counterfeited, to cajole the vulgar, by fuch as 

* afpire to dominion ; but they do not appear io 
' that light 3t prefent, nor ia'it in our power to 
' make them. We have loft our repmation by 
' our late mifconduit ; and a people n^uritlly 
' prone to faction, and corrupted by continual 

* divifions, will no longer put any confidence ia 
' us, or give credit to fuch accufations. If he Js 
■* banilhed, he will return with more friends, and 
■* we fhail have more enemies ; if it is ituended to 
" put him to death in a judicial manner, that can 
'* never be effefled; for, as he is rich, aod the 
'* magiftracy corrupt, he vvill be fure to cfcapc 
" all puniflimcnt. But if he is banilhed, or 
" condemned, what will the commonwealth 

gain by ih.1t'' No fooner \\\\\ it be free from 
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" menrnpon us, Iprayftillmoreearneftly, tliatwe 
*' niaynor becomcfubjedtoRinaldo. Thefar great- 
** erpart of the titizens, fome out offinpUity^ and 
•^ (^hits but of nialice^ are thoroughly difpofed to 
** fs^ll their country ; and fortune has been fo favour- 
able to them as to provide a pur chafer. JLivr 
quietly, then;; and as to any invafion of our 
•* liberties, be aiTurcd, you have as much to ap- 
** prebend from our own party as the oihcr." — 
This fpeech contains a volume of inilruftions ; 
the fituation of fuch a government, where there 
are two parties, and no third power to balance 
theaij is admirably defcribed. Neri, or Neronii 
who were yet neuters, are looked up to as capable, 
;whep they pleafe, of overturning the balance, and 
.effecting ^ revloution. Family quarrels are re- 
fortcd to and inflamed, in order to mike different 
branqhcs take different fides. Tiiough one party 
is called patridan and the other plebeian, lb many 
individuals of each defert their colours, and go 
over to the enemy, that it is impoffible to fay 
which party is really the patrician and which ple- 
beian* Tin^id and irrefolute to the laft degree, 
the government dares not difoblige an individual, 
<ven by punifliing a crime. The government 
really eftceming us enemies more than its own 
xnembers; and oppofuion approving members of 
governmemt rnore than tlieir own alibciates. All 
parties 'pndeavouring to get an influence over the 
judges, ^8 effential to their exift^ence. The judi- 
cial power unavoidably corrupted. It was eafy 
for Uzzano to lay, and perhaps fincerely, that he 
never defired to fee one citizen exceed another in 
ioQ^uence. But, according to Machiavel, the ex- 
iftcnce of tlie government had long depemled 
upon' the fuperior authority of Uzzano himfelf. 
And noj^better plan of liberty than this deplorable 
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^ndard-bearers otjufticc, to rake 
liver their country out of the hand 
who, taking advantage of the flupi 
and the tnaiice of others, would ce 
it. Thus Rjnaldo, by cndeavouri 
his adverfaries, and they to fuppo 
kept the whole city in continual ala 
cion ; fo that when new magiflra 
pointed, it was prefently known ho^ 
were on one fide, and how many < 
and at the imborfations for the fignc 
nothing to be fecn but tumult and uj 
trifling affair that was brought befo 
tracy created a divifion among then 
were divulged; they had no regard t 
good and the evil were treated alike 
was not fo much as one magiftrate 
duty. Rinaldo, impatient to lower 
of Cofimo, intrigued to get Bernar< 
ftandard-bearer,* and fucceeded ; \ 
gratulate him, and told him how mn 
lity were rejoiced to fee him in pofl'e) 
dignity ; reprefented to him the dang 
in from their divifions ; and that the 
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friends to take arms. Bernardo then fummoned 
Cofimo to appear before the fignori. The lignori 
•afictnbled the people, and appointed a baiia, con- 
fifting of t>tro hundred citizens, to refbrm the 
Hate; and the firfl thing debated was,, whether 
Coiioio (hould be put to death or not? Some^ ar- 
.gued for k, others thought banKhment fufBcient, 
and many fkt iilent. Cofimo was committed pri< 
fonerto Frederigo, in the turret of the palace. 
From this place he could hear the clamours of 
the armed men, who were below in the piaz2si, 
and Sequent outcries for a balia ; which made 
iiitii apprehend that his life was in danger, but 
much more, that his particular enemies would 
take fome extravagant method to difpatch him : 
for that reafon he would eat no meat for the fpace 
of &>ur days> except a mouthful or two of bread* 
I^rederigo obferving this, bid him take courage^ 
and eat his meat, and keep himfelf alive for the 
^ocxl of his firiends and his country ; and that you 
may have no more fufpicion, fays he, I will eat 
with you. Cofimo embraced him with tears iii 
hh eyes, acknowledging his generoiity^ and af- 
furing him he would amply recompenfe his kind^ 
ne(s, if ever fortune (hould put it in his power ta 
ihew his gratitude. Frederigo invited Farganac«« 
cioy a friend of the ftandard-bearer, to fup with 
them. Cofimo, after many fair words and pro- 
mifes, gave his gued a draught upon his banker 
for eleven hundred ducats, defiring him to kecfp 
one hundred himfelf, and prefent the other thou-* 
iand to the ftandard-bearer. This he willingly 
imdertook to perform, and gave the money to 
Bernardo, who then began to grow cooler and 
more modecate in the profecution ; fo that, after 
all, Cofimd was only baniOied to Padua, though 
Rinaldo ufed his utmoft endeavours to have him 

G 4 put 
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to death. Aveiarcio de Medici, and many 
ers of that family, vvere likewifE banifhed at 
fame ti;nc, and with liiern I'uccio and Gio- 
.r)i de Viici. Cofimo was brougln before tbe 
lori, jdof Odober, i43'5, whopronoiinced llie 
[cnce of banilhmtnt upon him. He received 
fentcnce with a chceiful countenance, fayif^g* 
Lhat in what part of the world foever he ftiould 
)tirn, hispeifon and fortune Hioiild tvcr be at 

fcrvice of the rtpublic, the jieople, and tiie 
lori." Thcftandaid-ixarenold him, be wouM 
e care tlui his life (liould be in no dai:ger; 
1, having conducted liim lo his own houfc, to 
I with hini, ordtred a parly of the guards to 
ort hi:n to the conhnts of the Florentine do- 
nions. Wherevur he c.-.mc, he was received with 
;at honour, and pubhcly viliccd by the Vene- 
15, who treated him not as an exile, but as a 
■fon of the firft rank and confeqiitnce in the 
■X. Flortncc being thus deprived of (o great a ' 
,n, and ^o univerfally beloved,*^ Rinaido faw» 
tin aiillng, and advifed his friends to coUeA 
:ir firengtii,andfoi[ifvlheiiifeIv-cs; that fo, when 
:ir en'.'iiiit;s llraild rife upon them, wldch was 
ily to be cxpLitcd, tliev might be able to clear 
; city of them l>y dint of foicc, finte; it fccmed, 
y could n'.l do it in a judiciary manner ; tl«t 
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TunTheadlong into a certain and flavifli fuhjec- 
ion to them, when the danger that was appre- 
leaded fpom the plebeians might only be ima- 
;uKlry« Rtnaldo, feeing his advice rejected, could 
loc.telp lamenting the misfortunes that he fore- 
air were going to fall upon himfelf and his party; 
»i(.:modefty imputed them ratjier to the malevo- 
.ciM» of' their deftiny, than to the blindnefs and 
pcrvcrfenefs of men. But both Rinaldo and 
Machiavxl would have been muci> better advifed, 
f they had imputed all thefc evils to their true 
raxife, an impcrfeft and unbalanced conflitution of 
government, rather than to deftiny or the pcrvcrfe- 
aefe of men. In fuch a form of government, def- 
tiny itfclf, without a iTjiracle, cannot prevent the 
blindnefs and perveifenefs of men. Thofe who 
fee the cJearert are forced to (hut their eyes, and 
thofe who are moft upright are compelled to be 
parverfe. Letters were foon intercepted from 
Agooioto Cofimo, advifing him to ftir up a war 
frcKTi fomc quarter or another, and to make Neri 
bisfnend j as he thought then the people would 
bdim want of money to carry it on, AgnoJo was 
banilhed, which in fome meafure rellrained the 
ardour of thofe who favoured Cofimo. It was 
now almoft a year fince Cofimo was banilhed. 

iAt the end of Auguft, 1434, Niccoli di Cocco 
W^iSiirawn ilandard-bearer for the two next months, 
and with him eight new fignors, all friends to 
CoiiiBo; at which Rinaldo and his party were 
alarmed. Rinaldo was for taking arms, and oblig- 
^ig tha ftandard-bearer to aflemble the people in 
the piazza to appoint another balia, and depofe the 
aew fignori ; get others drawn more fit for their 
purpole, by JDurning the old imborfation, and 
making a fre{b one^ in which the purfes might he 
:^lcd only with the names of their friends. Strozzi, 

a man 
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man of a peaceable and humane difpofitioB, and 
udier given to fludy than faction, oppofed ii; aodl 
t was refolvcd to let the new fignori enter pesce- 
ibly upon the magiitracy. The new fignori baT-- 
ng been created by Cofimo's party, no foonertook 
)ofli:fllon of the palace, than the ftatidard-bcarer 
>egan his office by an aftion which Ihotild gi»e 
)itn repu:ation, and flrike a damp into fucb as 
night think of oppofing him. He immediately 
rammitted his predeceflbr to piifon, upon pre. 
ence that he had embtzzJcd the public money; 
ftcr which he began to found his aflbi-iates zbout 
-ofimo's return, and, finding them well dilpofed 
it, he communicated their dcliga to thole wiio 
!C(e reputed heads of the Medici party, who all 
ncouraged him to attempt it. He then cited 
linoldo, and others the principals of the other 
any, to appear before him : but they, inftead of 
beying him, flew to arms. But their party waa 
refohite, loft their opportunity, and gave tinic 
J the fignori to provide for their defence. Tbcy 
:nt to acquaint Rinaldo, and thofe who were with 
im, " that they could not conceive what was the 
aufe of fuch a commotion ; that if it was upoa 
)ofimo's account, they could ail'urc them they 
ad no thought of recalling him." Thefe pro- 

ifcs, however, made but little impreffion on 
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Peruzzi, the reft of the party began to lofe their 
fpirits aod grow cool. Pope Eugenius IV. was 
Cben at Florence^ driven out of Rome by the peo- 
fic^ and tnterpofed his mediation till he perfuaded 
dw party to lay down their arms« As foon as 
tlie ^D<Nri faw their adverfaries difarmed, they 
ixgun to treat with them^ through the mediation 
of the pope ; and, at the fame time, fcnt privately 
kkto the mountains of Piftoia for a body of foot* 
tbUiers^ which, being joined by all the horfe they 
Iiad in the adjacent territories, were brought into 
Florence by night ; and having taken pofTeflion of 
ill the pafles and ftrong places in the city, they 
called the people together in the piazza before the 
ptHwcCj and appointed a new balia ; which, at their 
firft meeting, recalled Codmo, and all the other 
ckixens who had been bantlhed with him. On 
ibe other hand, they not only fent Rinaldo, Pe- 
fnzzi. Barbadori, and Strozzi, into banifhment, 
but iuch numbers of others, that moft parts of 
Ifafyf and fome other countries, were crowded 
#ith them, to the great impoverishment of Flo- 
mice, both in regard to its wealth, its inhabitants, 
its. tirade, and manufactures. But the pope, feeing 
t^ party entirely ruined and didipatcd, which had 
con(eoted to lay down their arms upon his aflu* 
laoces and interceffion, was exceedingly enraged, 
as well as Rinaldo. The latter, however, affeded 
to £ay» it would give him no great regret to be 
huittied a city where private men had more 
authority than the laws. Cofimo having notice, 
ipiaiediately repaired to Florence ; it has feldom 
hap|)ened that any commander, though returning 
ia^triumph from victory, was received with fuch 
aci^amations and univerfal joy as Cofimo was by 
bis feUow-citizenSj who ran in multitudes to meet 

him^ 
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nd falutcd liim with one voice, tlie bcntfa^r of 
le people, and ihe father of his country!* 

Machiavc! bcgir.s bis tifih book, as if hefuppof- 

3 his reader convinced that ihe common* tilth of 

'lortnce liad expired, and an alifoluie fovercigniy 

1 Cofimo had cor.iu.er.ccJ, (»y grave refledioni 

pon the changes thit arc incident lo all govern- 

icnis . — " Tliey oUcn degcnerace into anarchy 

and confufion, and from dicnce erjierge again 

lo good order and reguiaiicy. For, fince it is 

ordained liy Providence, that there ihould be 

a continual ebb and flow in the things of this 

world, as foon as they arrive at their utmoft 

pcifciitinn, and can afcend no higher, ihey muft 

of necefliiy decline: and, on the other hand, 

when ihcy have fallen, through any diforder» 

to the lowefl degree that is poltiblc, and iiii 

fink no lower, ibey begin to rife again. And 

thus there is a conilaiir fucceflion of profperiiy 

and adverfity in all human affairs. Virtue is 

the mother of peace ; peace produces idleness; 

idlenels, conicniion and mirriile ; and from 

thence proceed ruin and confufion. This oc- 

calions relormation and belter Iiws ; good lafcs 

■ make men virtuous; and public virtue is always 

attended with glory and fuccefs." 
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At the return of Cofinio, thofe citizens who 
lad been his chief friends, and foaie others who 
ii4 ^l^eco injured and opprefTed by the lace adcni* 
^^i^j^iaoiy ivpre dectrrmined at ail events to caloe 
^^yernment of ; c))e (late into ^hek own hands. 
T^^SM^^Mhf^'^^^^ that was drawn for thexwo 
49kmU)g tpomhstorNovember and December^ not 
^AWgM ^yithyibat chjeir predcceiToi^ had alreadjr 
^Mje.ia tayo^ftol^ their party, prpioriged the term, 
uwl.^hanged the xefidence of feveral who had been 
MUii(bed[# and feat numbers of others into exile. 
^d this was done not only out of party rage, 
1^ .Ukewif/: on account of their riches, alliances, 
1^ priyace connedlions: fo that this profcription, 
in the article of bloodlhed,, might infome 
iire be cotupared to that under Sylia and 
yios, .There were, however, fomc executions; 
^/Antonio, th^fojn of Bernardo, was beheaded; 
yfl^ four othier cit>2Lens, having left the place to 
flwrfa. they had beea banilhed, and gone torefide 
ItiVtuice, ware.fccured by the Venetians as fetting 
i^eater vakie upon Cofmio's friendlhip ihan their 
aoTA reputation, and frnt prifoneri to Florence, 
ivfeere they were pur to deach in an ignominious 
{oaioaer. Thefc examples greatly increafed the 
[Irength of Cofimo's party, and ftruck a terror 
into that of his enemies. When they had thus 
rfcjarcd the city of their enemies, and fuch as they 
rhoughrdifafFciledtotheirgovernment, they began 

g'^ iUctigthen their hands by careffing and heaping 
irours upon others. For this piirpofe they re- 
called the family of the Albeni, and all the reft 
si' the exiles that had been formerly banilhed^ 
^]f reduced the grandees, except fome very few, 
^.xhe rank of. commoners, and divided the pof- 
feflions of thofe whom they had baniflied among 
tlScmielves. After this they fortified ihemfelveg 
■ with 
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Ith new laws and ordinances, 2nd made a frdb 
nborfation, taking the names of all fufpedei 
-rfons oiit of the purfes, and filling them up zpiik 
ith ihofe of their own friends. They likewtTe 
Kik care that fuch magiftrates as had the power 
' life and death entruftcd to them (hould always ^ 
E chofen cm of the moil eminent of their partyj 
tr which piirpofe they ordained^ that the (yndin^ \ 
ho infpedetl the iraborfacions in conjunftklA ' 
ith the old fignori, Ihould have the povd'df ' 
ppointing a new one. The left the cognizarR^ 
f capital offences to the eight wardens, and etl- 
fted, that no exile fhould return, even after the 
:rm of his banilhment was expired, till he bad ^ 
brained the confenc of the fignori and thinji 
)ur of the colleges, though the whole number ' 
f them amounted to no more than thirty-fevGl^ 
,11 perfons were prohibited to write or rccei*e','J 
ny letters from them ; every word, or fign, dt~\ 
efture.thatdifpleafed the governors, was puniflieft. 
ith the utmort feverity. And if there was an^ " 
ifncifted perfons left in Florence, who bad not 
illen under their lalh for fuch ofTcnces, they took 
are to load them fevcrely with new taxes and iiii- 
ofitions; fo chat, one part of their adverfaries 
eing driven out of the city, and the other de- 
relTcd and overawed by tlicfc means, they in a 
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Meri was one, of whofe reputation Cofi mo was more 
lealous than of that of any other perfon ; as he 
tuiiifl not only very great credit in tbecity, but was 
ttce<^ingly beloved bv the foldiery^ whofe afTec* 
tiQps be bad gained by nis bravery ^ humanity, and 
g^dd .Q^ndua, when he commanded the troops of 
tb^ tepublic, as be had done upon feveral occa« 
Sou;! bcfides which, the remembrance of the vic« 
tqtics.cha( 1^1 been gained by him and his father | 
mg^C <^ whom had taken Pifa, and the other de- 
R^ed JPiccinino at the battle of Anghiari, made 
bm.rd[pefted by many and feared by others, who 
dig ooc defire any more aflbciates in the govern- 
toip^ But of all their generals, Baldaccio was 
ceitaioly the mc^ eminent ; nor was there any 
D^IP ^io Italys at that time, who furpafled him either 
in CQur^g^f. ^ military ikill, or bodily accompli(h«> 
ni^l$ : and, having always commanded the in* 
GiOtry^ thty had fuch an opinion of him, that it 
w^^.generally believed he could influence them to 
execute any pqrpofe, and that they would follow 
bi^in any undertaking whatfoever. 

.This Baldaccio was very intimate with Neri, 
for wbpm be had the highed efteem, on account 
of bis valour and other good qualities^ of which 
he bad long been a witnefs ; but ic was a con- 
ne^on that excited infinite jealoufy among the 
red of the principal citizens ; who, thinking it 
dahgerbus to let him enjoy his liberty, and Hill 
more f6 to imprifon him, refolved to have him 
dilpatched; in which fortune feemed to fecond 
tbeu: defign. 

It is very provoking to read thefe continual 
imputations to fortune, made by Machiavel, of 
^oits ^bich he knew very well were the efFeds 
of .icoret intrigue ; for there is na doubt it had 
bcea j|tf%vicHMiy concerted to get Bartolomeo or 

Candihi: 
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^ndini appointed !\anti.ird bearer of jiifticc ; who 
aving been I'cr.t (o defend the p&l's of Marradi^ 
rhen Picconino invaded Tuftany^ had (haincftil^ 
cfcrted ir, and abandoned all iliat country to ibe 
iryof the encny, which from the nanire ofks 
ttiation was cf itfclf aimoit inaeccffible. So fll- 
rani a piece of cowardice provoked Baldacciot4> 
Kb a, degree, ihai he tcjld nor help exprcffikig- 
is contempt of him, both in public converfaiioD ' 
nd in kiters v\hich he wroie to his friends,' M 
;rnisi!iat not o.nh' excited Orlandini'srcfcntroeftf, 
ut made him tkiril for revenge, and flatter him^ 
flf iliat he (I)oald extingiiifn the infamy of Ibe 
UA. {■)• the dea;h of his acculer. To this ref<fl(W 
oa ibme other citizens {the Medici) w*re priVy j ' 
iio encouraged him in it, nnd faid, rhat by (^ 
oing he Mould fiifficiently revenge the irijtmH- 
hith he had ftnTcrcd himfelf, and at the 'iMi*' 
m-^ deliver the government from the fear ^df-*'' 
lan ivliom it was dangerous to employ, and itllgM*' 
i^tlieirruinto dilmils. Orlindini therefore, WHo^' 
onfirmed in his purpofe to afliiffinate him, -Ihtit 
P Tcveral armed men in his apartment ; and the 
ext day, when Baldaccio came to attend at ihe 
alace, as he did nioiV days, to confer wirh the 
lagiilracy concerning the pay of his foldiers, htf- 
as ordered to wai: on the tlanJard- bearer intme- 
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^\ni\o\Vy from whence he was carried into tht 
piazza; and after they had cut off his head, his 
body was expofed all day as a fpedtacle to the 
people. This tragical evetit gave a confidcrable 
check to Neri's intercft, and dinnirtifhed the num- 
ber of his partifans. The governors, however, 
did not ftop here ; for, as they had been now ten 
years in the adminiftration^ ^nd the authority of 
the balia was expired, many began both to talk 
and adfc with much greater freedom than they 
thought was confident with the fecurity of the 
ftate. In order therefore to cftablilh themfelves 
in their power, they judged it neceffary to revive 
that court ; by which they would have art oppor- 
tunity of ftrengthening the hands of their friends, 
and more effectually depreffing their enemies. 
With this view, the councils inftituted a new balia 
in the year 1444, which confirmed the prefent 
magiftrates in their refpedtive departments, vefled 
the privilege of choofing the fignori in a few 
handSj and new-modelled the chancery of refor- 
mation,- depofing the prefident, Philip Peruzzi, 
and fetting another perlbn at the head of it, who, 
they were well aflured, would conform himfelf to 
their inftrudtions. They like wife prolonged the 
banifhment of fuch as they had before fent into 
exile, imprifoned Giovanni, the fon of Simone 
Vefpucci, and deprived all thofe of their honours 
and employments that adhered to their enemies ; 
anmngft whom were the fons of Pietro BaronuUi, 
the whole family of the Seragli, Bartolomeo For- 
tini, Francifco Caftellani, and many others. By 
fuch means tfiey at the fame time regained their 
former authority and reputation, quafhed all op« 
pofidon, and got entire poffcflion of the govern* 
ment. But Givolamo, not obferving the bounds 
that were prefcribed to him in his banifhment, was 
Vol. lit n afterwards 
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afcerwards declared a rebel ; and travelling about 
Italy to excite ether ftates to nuke war upoD his 
own country, he was betrayed and apprehended Xt 
Lunigiana by one of the governors of thafipUce, 
ivho lent hirri to Florence, where he wu put CQ 
death in prifon^ 

This adminiftration lafted about eight ycaiii 
and was indeed a very tyrannical and infupponit>k 
one ; fori Collmo being now grown (o old and vif 
firm that he could not attend to public affiun 
with his ufual alTiduity, die goveniment fell inta 
the hands of a few infolcnt and rapacious nwfli 
who krtighted Luca Pitti, for the good %=vifias ha 
had done the Aate i he had alfo rich prei«nts mfd^ 
him, not only from Cofimo and the fispon, but 
from all the principal citizens, fo that hs bocaiD^ 
very rich, and built him fevcral magni^cdCpar 
laces, and Bniflied them by very arbicraty.memtf 
extorting more and gredter prefents frpm.tbc cUd 
citizens, whom he obliged to fucnUh hira.wuh alL 
necefTary materials, and making the coratncua«l0. 
fupply him with workmen and artificers. TIm. 
divifions which arofe in CoGmo's party in 1455* 
were happily compofed for fomc time, by bis ino-i 
deration and prudence i but in the be^nnirig 06 
the year 1464 he fell fick, and foon after died/ aoi 
cVent much lamented both by his tJiends and.enc«-- 
: for thofe who did not lore him for realbrts 
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tnan, had fo weakly a conflitution, and was yet fo 
rav and unexperienced in matters of government, 
that they thought he would be obliged to comply 
with the meafures of the others ; and there being 
no longer any pcrfon of fufficient authority left to 
check their career, thty would become every day 
more and more oppreffive. The lofs of Coflmo 
wa» titercforc univcrfally regretted, and with great 
reafon ; for confidering he was no foldier, he was 
the moft renowned and illuftrious citizen that Flo- 
rence <yr any other republic had produced in the 
memory of man. As he furpafled all others of 
his tfmein riches and authority, fo he far exceeded 
cNny one in prudence, liberality, and magnifi- 
cence ; which great and amiable qualities made 
hinti th^ head of his country. Though he fhewcd 
a truly royal fbirit in his great works and aftions, 
and was in h& the fovereign of Florence^ yet (b 
remarkable were his prudence and moderation, 
diac Ke never tranfgreffed thofe bounds of decency 
which ought to be obferved by a modeft republi- 
can* In his little parties of pleafure, in his con^ 
verfation, in his aHiances, and in every refpeA, he 
both aAed and fpoke like any other citizen ; well 
knowing that pomp and pageantry, and oftenta- 
cious parade, are not only of little real fervice, but 
excite that eiivy amohg men which is not incident 
to fuch aiftions as are done with an appearance of 
modefty and humility. No man of this time had 
a more perfeA knowIeds;e of mankind in general:, 
in al) the varibus'revolutions of (b fickle and fiuc- 
tuating a comn^onwealth, he maintained his au- 
thority for the fpace of thirty-one years ; for as 
he was naturally lagacious, he foreiaw dangers afar 
off, and therefore took timely care to prevent 
them. This great man was born in 1389 : the 
former part of his life was full of troubles and 

IT 2 diiaftcrs; 



difafters ; but afterwards fortune was {6 propiriotit 
to him, that not only all thofe who adhered to 
him in the public adminiftration of the common- 
wealth were aggrandized and enriched by it, buC 
fuch as negotiated his private affairs abroad (u 
be had faftors in almofl: every part of £urope) ac-. 
tjuired great wealth ; fo that many families in Flo> 
rerice raifed immenfe fortunes under his influcncf, 
and feveral others owed every thing they had en-. 
tirely to his advice and afliftance. He was con. 
tinually laying out vaft Turns in churches, .public 
buildings, and chariticE of different kinds. He 
was likewife a great patron and bcQc£id:or. to 
learned men, and firft brought Argirophilus t». 
Florence, a Grecian by birth, and the.grc^tefl 
fcholar of his age, to inftruft the youth-of ■ Flo^ 
rence in the Greek tongue, and made him pre< 
ccptor to his fbn and nephew. This writcrdr£- . 
caced his works to the family of Medici, via,, his 
Trannationof Ariftotle's Elhics and Phyfics, hit 
own book De Regno, &;c. Coiimo was ac cbe 
expence of maintaining Marcilio Ficino, the re- 
ftorer of the Platonic philofophy, who tranflated 
the works of Pljto, Plotinus, Jamblicus, Procius, 
&c. and had lb great an cflecm for him, that he 
gave him a houfe and ei^ate near his own feat at 
Careggio, that he might purfue his fludies there 
with more convenience, and entertain him with 
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this of the Medici, v;hichvvas by real virtues, abi- 
1 :i. s, and beneficence, mull be acknowledged to 
be an inftance of it: but it never can be juftificd, 
nor ought ever to be excufed, where there is a 
poflibiHcy of eftablifbing a conftitution well-ba- 
lanced and really frees and it may well bQ 
doubtedj whether any nation that has once been 
free can ever become fo univerfally or even ge- 
nerally corrupted, as not to be able to condudt 
a government of three well-balanced branches. 
He died foil of glory, and with the higheft 
reputation. After his death all the dates and 
princes of Chriftendom fent compliments of con- 
dolenccto hisfon Pietro; and he has this inscrip- 
tion engraved on his tomb by a public decree, 
** The Father of his Country,*' Machiavel is 
confcious that he (hall be fufpeftcd of writing a 
panegyric upon Cofimo, rather than an hiftorical 
portrait ; and not without reafon, for he was a de- 
pendant on the Medici family ; and he has evi- 
dently hurried over fome, and gloffed over others 
of Cofimo's arts. He appears to have had more 
merit, as well as more art, than Auguftus.— It i$ 
fcarcely worth while to purfue this hiftory, and 
relate the confpiracies which were formed againft 
Pietro and the Medici, or the opprcflion of them. 
The name of Medici had become a charm in the 
ears of the Florentines, like that of Hercules 
tmong the Greeks, Casfar among the Romans, 
Orange among the Dutch, and others without 
end : and if abfolute power muft be eftablilhed, it 
was a& well in the Medici as the Pazzi, But Leo 
th^ Tenth is not fo excufeable for not adopting 4 
wifer plan. 

About the time of the death of Cofimo, Lewis 
the Eleventh of France was embroiled in a trou- 
blefbme war, which his barons had raifed againft 
kkn^ at the inftigation of Francis, duke of Bre- 
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igne, and Charles, duke of Burgun(Iy> which iht^ 
ailed the war for the public good} * which lay 
3 heavy upon him> that he could give do further 
^iftance to John, duke of Anjou, in his defigns 
ipon Genoa and Naples. By thdc means Fer- 
liaaod of Arrason became king of Naples^ and 
x>unc Sforza, duke of Milan and lord otGaioa i 
ind having contraifled family alliances together, 
Jiey began to take all proper meafures (o ootililh 
iiemfelves and their pofterity in their goTCrn' 
Tients. For this purpofe it was judged becelGuy 
^at the king fhould, in the firft place, make fiire 
3f fuch of the nobility as had taken part with 
John of Anjou againft him in the latcfrars. The 
king made ufe of every artifice to reconcile his 
nobility to him, in which be at laft fucceededi.fbr 
they faw that if they continued in arms aenttlt 
their fovereign, they muft inevitably bei'UilKdi 
but if they came to an accommodation with lunit 
or fubmitted to his mercy, they might obtaig a 
pardon. Thefe noblemen accordin^y made ib/af 
fubmiOion to him, but were afterwards all pur jb 
death at different times, upon one pretepc? tk 
other. 

In 1465 Paul, the fccond Venetian, wasdefted 
pope { and the next year Sforza, duke of Milad^ 
died, and was fuccecded by his ion Galea^zo, an 
event ihar not only added fuel to the animofiiics 
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gave Peter a ftrifl charge to confult him, and to 
be guided entirely by his advice in every thing 
that related either to the managcnnent of his own 
eftatJCy or the adminiffaration of the public. In 
con^uence of this oomnuindy Peter fent for him^ 
an4 having told him how great a confidence hi$ 
fatjier had repofed in bimj he hoped he would 
aflift him both in conducing his private concerns^ 
andipihe^vernmentofthecity* Neroni promiled 
to ierve bun faithfully $ but when they cam^ go 
examine Gofimo's books, they found his afFairs in 
very great confufion : Neroni, therefore^ who wa9 
more influenced by motives of felf-intereft and 
amtntion than either by the friendfhip he had 
profefled for Peter» or the remembrance of the 
obligations he lay under to his father, thinking he 
had now a fair opportunity of ruining that repu- 
tation and. authority which Cofimo left him heir 
to» gave him a piece of advice, which,, to all ap-> 
pcarance indeed, feemed both equitable and ne* 
ocAiy, but ultinutely tended to his deftruftion^ 
I)e rcprefeoted to him in how great diforder his 
afiairs were, and what large fums of money he 
would have immediate occafion for, if he intended 
CO fiipport his family intereft, . and the reputadon 
diqr liad acquired of opulence and power in thf 
commonwealth; and that there could be no relief 
or expedient lb proper as to call in the debts that 
were owing to him» both from foreigners and hi? 
fe{loW"<:itizcns : for Cofimo, out of his natural 
generofiry, and in order to cftablifhan influence 
at home, and . gain friends abroad, h^d always 
been fo.ceady to open his ourfe to every one who 
ftood^in need of his afliftance^ that thofe debts 
arole to a prodigious amount. To this propolal,^ 
which (eemed but juft and reafonable, Peter con- 
fented, and, like an honed man^ refolved to make 
ufe of his own fubflaoce only in that emergency : 
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but he had hardly called upon two or three, of luf 
debtors, before the whole city was in an uproar, 
every one upbraiding him with avarice and in- 
gratitude, and loading him with all manner of re> 
proaches and ignominious names, as if he had 
come to plunder them of tEcir own property, in- 
ftead of demanding payment of a lawfijl debt. 
Neroni, feeing the general refcntment which his 
6wn council had excited againft Peter, turned his 
back upon him, and entered into a combination 
with Lucca Fiiti, Sodorini, and Acciaivoli, tode- 
privc him of all power and authority in the fbuc> 
The end ihey all had in view was the fame; but 
their motives to purfue it very diSereni. Pttti 
was ambitious to fucceed Cofinio in the govern-" 
ment of the republic ; and became fo great after 
his death, that he difdained the thoughts of ftt»p- 
jng to Peter: Neroni, who knew that Pitii was 
not equal to fo great a charge, thought, that if 
t!iey could by any means get rid of Peter, the 
chief power muft of necelTity in a (hort time 
devolve upon him : Sodorini was defirous that the 
city fliould enjoy more liberty, and be governed 
by the proper magiflrates, as it ufed to be in for- 
nier times: Acciaivoli had a particular quarrel 
with the Medici ; thinking Cofinno had not ufed 
him well in an award between his Ion and his 
"A'lfc, and net being able to revenge himtcirupon 
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they made no fcrnple of imputing the blame to 
him, and faid, that the fud.len and unexpcfted 
calling in of his money had been the occafion of 
thofe bankruptcies, to the great lofs and difcredif 
of the merchants in particular, and the prejudice 
of the whole city. Befides all which, as he was 
going to marry Lorenzo, his cldeft fon, to ClariflTa 
dcgli Urfini, every body took occafion from 
thence to calumniate him; publicly declaring, that 
fincc he could not think any match in Florence 
good enough for his fon, it was plain he did not 
regard them any longer in the light of fellow-ci- 
tizens, but was taking his meafurcs to make him- 
fcif their fovereign. From fuch a temper in the 
people, thefe ringleaders of fcdition promifcd 
dicmfclves certain fuccefs, efpecially as the greater 
part of the citizens were fo bewitched with the 
name of liberty, which they had made ufe of to 
vamilh over their private defigns, that they cheer- 
folly lifted under their banners. But while thefe 
ill humours were fermenting, there were fome 
who, out of a real love for their country, and ab- 
horrence of civil difcords, relblved to try if they 
could not palliate them, for a while at Icaft, by 
turning the attention of the people upon fome 
more entertaining objeft; confidering, that an idle 
populace is generally made ufe of as a tool to 
Icrve the purpofes of fuch as attempt any inno- 
vation or change of government. To employ 
them, therefore, in fuch a manner as might beft 
divert their thoughts, and prevent them &om en- 
tering into cabals and confpiracies againft the go- 
vernment, and at the fame time to confole them 
in fome meafure, after their nfiourning for the lofs 
of Cofimo, who had now been dead a year, thefe 
citizens thought it would be no bad expedient to 
revive the public fpcftaclcs with which the people 
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ufed to be entertained, Tourmmcate mlfo watt 
inflicutrd> in which Lorenzo carried away the pmc 
from all others. But as foon as tbcfc entcftam* 
mrntswere over> the citizens returned t« tbdS 
former machinations wiih more ardour than evers 
from whence arofc great troubles aild divi^QOSf 
which were much inflamed by the expiratien oC 
the balia, and ihe death of Francis Sfomt doke 
af MilaA. Galeazzo, the new duke, fent aa>« 
baOadors lo Florence, to confirm the treaty of a)«> 
lianccthac had been concluded between his father 
and the republic ; one ariicle of which -tiUi A*s 
the Florentines thould pay that prince a cefMHk 
[.•early fubfidy. The principal of Peter's caetniea 
niok the opporttioity which this demand furniOieik' 
)f publicly oppoTing him in counciii and rdufed 
:o comply with it. We may pafs ovei the lo«^ 
:hough entertaining account, of thecammoQaa^l 
intrigues, and civil war between onepartyjwbofe 
jbjcft was the ruin of Peter and theMedici'6i*; 
-nily, both in their private afiairs and in tbct^ 
public influence i and the other, who exerted theofr* 
VlvLs for their prefervation. The laft prc«il«I,j_ 
ind the other was baniihcd and confifcaced. Sonnii 
jf thefe fled to Venice, and harangued the {«BBe> 
if that republic into a war againft Florcooe and 
he Medici ; but this war was unfucccfsful, peice 
5 foon made, and the Florentine exiles, deprived 



ftiarpljr reprimanded them. It is generally be- 
lieved that, if he had lived, he would have re- 
called die exiles, to bridle the tyranny and rapa- 
citf ol his own friends : but death, in the Bfty- 
dxird year of his age, put an end to thel'e good 
defigos. He left two SonSy Lorenzo and GiuHano, 
Bodi vtry pronnifing. 

:8odorini was at this time the moft confiderabJe 
among the leading, men of the (late ; and for his 
prudence and aucnority, in great reputation, noc 
tu^f in Florence, but with all the princes of Italy : 
foihatiifcer the death of Peter he had the higheft 
nevcrence and refpe& fbewn him by all the citi-> 
9eo^ -who daily relbrted in great numbers to his 
houftrand feveral ftates and princes addreflcd 
dbdr letters to faim, as head of the comnnonwealth* 
)9hKil-as;iie was a wife man, and had thoroughly ba- 
Uncaed bis own fortune, and the circumftances of 
hii&auifjvntii chofe of the Medici, he modeftly 
dedioed hSturhing any anfwer to thofe letters ; and 
gav6 his fellow- citizens to underftand, that it was 
not t6 him, but the Medici, that they ought to 
pSf^tbeir couct, tic aflembled the heads of all 
tiic xjiief iamrlies* inr the city, and prefcnted.to 
ifaentLorenzo and Qioliano^ and faid, that if they 
VBOK deftrous^to live in peace and union at home, 
^Didfecure irom foreign invafions, it was neceflary 
to comiflue (beir obter vance to the houfc of Mc'^ 
dirii and ftipport/thofc young gentlemen in thq 
aochoriry rw Vich their anceftors had enjoyed : that 
ic^wts^but natural to fhew the fame regard to the 
^Khilf whkh they had fo long been ufed to do, 
and diercfbre it nmiOr rather be a pleafure than a 
grievance to them ; for if mankind were apt to? 
be fond of novelties, they were^, for the moft part^ 
99 fooil di%uftcd with them; that it had been 
fomd mueh more eafy to maintain one in power, 
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■vhofe rnemies were in a manner extingutOiedb^ 
:ime, than to raife another which mud wnavoid-- 
ibty be fubjed: to new emulations, and Tpccdy ruio,- 
from many caufcs and unforerecn accidents. lJt^•^ 
renzo too, though very young, made afpeech- 
«rith much gravi[y and modcfty ; the citiacns,' 
before the aflcmbly broke up, folemnly engaged 
to l>e guardians of their youth, and they, on the- 
other hand, as folemnly promifed to rcvereoGC 
them at all tintes as their protei!:tors and parents. 
After whichj Lorenzo and Giuliano were Itmked' 
upon as the heads of the republic, and putting 
ihcmfclves under the guidance and dircftion of 
Sodorini, the ftate feemed to be perfe^y com- 
pofed, neither diftrafted by intclline dilcords, nor 
embroiled in foreign wars. But Bernardo de^r 
Nardi foon found means to excite thfe ruined ft* 
(iiilics, who had been exiled at the fall of Luce* 
Pitti, to kindle another war, which was extinguilh* 
cd only by the deftrudion of the town of Prato^ 
After this infurre^tton, which was fuddenly'. 
raifid, and foon fupprtlTed, the citizens of Floto 
rencc brgan to fink into luxury and effeminacy. 
The youth growing more diiTolute than ever they 
had been before, and having nothing elfc to do, 
threw away their time and edates in drefs, in feaft- 
ing, in gaming, in women, and other fuchdifli- 
pations. Their whole ftudy and emulation viat 
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In 1476 happened the aflafllnatlon of Galenzzo, 1 
duke of Milan, and the deftruftion of the affaffins, 
whO) as ufual in fuch cafes, were left unfupiported, 
both by the nobility and the nnultitude who had 
at firft encouraged them. Such examples ought 
to be warnings to princes, to reign m fuch a 
manner as to make themfelves honoured and be- 
loved by their fubjefts : and to others, againft 
crufting to nobles or the multitude, except in a 
very good caufe ; for though thefe may be dif- 
contented to the laft degree, they will fcldom ftir 
a foot to their afliftance in diftrefs or danger. 

After the Medici had gained fuch an afcendant, 
by the defeat of their enemies, in 1466, they 
grew fo powerful, that they in a manner engrofTcd 
the government of the republic wholly to thpm- 
ieives} and their power was fo great, that fuch as 
were difaffefted to their adminiftration were either 
obliged to fubmit to it with patience, or endea- 
vour to ihake off the yoke, by clandcftine machi- 
iijuions and confpiracies; which being attended 
with' great dilBculties and dangers, for the moft 
part end in the ruin of the confpirators, and 
only fervc to aggrandize and ftrcngthen thofe ftill . 
ifiore againft whom they are formed. Italy was 
divided into two confederacies ; the pope and the 
king of Naples were on one fide; the Venetians, 
the duke of Milan, and the Florentines, on the 
other. When Philip dc Medici, archbifhop of 
Pifa, died, the pope appointed an enemy of the 
family of Medici (Salviaci) to fucceed him. The 
iignori refufed to give him pofleflion of the fee. 
The Medici were difcountcnanccd upon all occa- 
liona at the court of Rome, while the greatefl: 
rcfpcA and partiality were fticwn there to the 
Fazzi, a family indeed which at that time was 
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nvif at the riclieft and moft powerful in i'tefence^ 
Cofmw, confidering their opulence and t]tKd?tJ^ 
hud married his grand-daughter Btianca to Gng* 
lielmo de Pazzi, in hopes of uniting the tntf 
Amilies more ftri^ly, and preventing all jealotf-; 
Itn and erinulation betwixt them by ftich an aSt<' 
tncr* But fo vain and fallacious are aD humW 
dcfigns, the event proved quite contrary, ft* 
foine of Lorenzo's friends having infinuated' to 
him that it would be dangerous to hint, and ' 1 
diminution of his own authority, to throw aojr. 
mwe power into the hands of that hmi\y, hi' 
Would not fuffer Giacopo, nor any of hisbrotfier* 
or nephews, to enjoy fuch honours and offices as 
they fecmed to delerve in common wilh tfiti^ 
fellow citizens. The Pazzi, therefore, *efe f) 
;xafperated at this ufage, that the Medici began 
:o be afraid of them, and the apprchenfidns ■of 
:he one feemed to tncreafe in proportion ttJ-thif' 
•efentment of the other; for in all com^etJnohS- 
or places of honour and profit, the Pazzi,' "b&it* 
nuch Ibever they might be favoured by thefbf- 
raees of chc people, were always fure to be ftt' 
ifiJe and rejeftcd by the magiftracy. The Pazxi^' 
hcrefore, thinking it intolerable that people of' ' 
heir rank and fortune ihould be treated in that m- 
urious manner, began to meditate revenge. He' 
fcordinglv Concerted a cntifpiracy with 
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the people to join rhcin. But fuch was the in- 
fluence :of the Medici, and fb much were they 
lidoycd:^ on account of their liberality and other 
tVipcety qualities^ that the reft of their fellow-* 
c^ens did not defire to fee any change of govern- 
DMPt. The whole city was raifed^ and Lorenzo 
(iffly coodudt^ by a great number of armed mei^ 
QQ.jiis own houfe: the palace was recovered by the 
j^ple, and all thoie who had feized upon it either 
X^kka or killed; the ftreets refounded with (bouts of 
Lpnglive the Medici ! while the limbs of the con* 
^pirators who had been killed, were either carried 
iippn halbert5> or dragged round the city ; every 
Otoe endeavouring to ihew his refentment, both in 
W>rds and aftions, againft the Pazzi : for they not 
only plundered their houfes, but hurried Fran- 
djGoo out of his bed to the palace, and there hung 
him upj dofebyrthearchbifhop and his allbciates. 
S^Q great was the favour and intereft which thfi 
£pmily of the Medici had gained among the peo-- 
ptlpj by their prudence and liberality, that there 
waa not a citizen of any degree what foe ver who 
difd not go to Ix>renzo, and- make him an offer 
both of hia perfbn, and fortune* kinato, and 
G^cono de Pazzi^ were both a[fprehended, con- 
danoedi and executed, with fo many others> that 
thf ftreets and highways were full of their limbs* 
litooe of chem were much lamented, except Rina- 
tQ|. who had always been efteemed a prudent man, 
and void of that family pride which was laid to' 
th/c fbarge of all the reft. After the confpiracy was 
iuppreflCed, and the authors of it puniftied, the 
funeral of Giuliano was folemnized with great 

J)omp> and sittended by all the citizens. He 
cfr one fon, born fome months after his death, 
and nanacd Glulk)^ who was afterwards pope Cle« 

ment 
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merit the Serenth. The pope and the Itit^ of 
Naples, when they were difappointed ofbrir^n^ 
about a change of government m Ftoraicev ^ 
under-hand machinaitoos, now refotved to attempl 
it by open war : but the good fortune of the 
family, Lorenzo's addrcfs, and the fteady attich<> 
incnt of the Florentines to him, carried them 
fafely through this danger too. After die quar- 
rels among the more confiderable ftates were com- 
pofed, diere happened many other difturbancet 
for the courfc of feveral years, in Romagna, L* 
Marca d'Ancona, and Siena j they were more 
frequent in Siena than any where elfe, after the 
departure of die dvike of Calabria, in 1488 ; bat 
after many changes and revolutions there, in 
which fometimes the commonalty and fomecimes 
the nobility prevailed, the nobility at laft efirc- 
tually fupprcffing the other party, Pandolpho Hod • 
Giacopo Petruccio, one of whom was in the higheft 
repute for his wifdom, and the other for hii- 
valour, became in a manner princes of that citfj 
As for the Florentines, they lived very happtly,- 
and in perfect tranquillity, from the end of the 
war till the death of Lorenzo, in 1 49 2. For Lo- 
ren8o> having cftablifhed a general peace through- 
out Italy by his great wifdom and prudence, had 
began to turn his thoughts entirely to the aggran- 
dizement of the lepiibli;, and die c^ire of his 
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third fon Giulano was but an infant. He alfo 
diTpofed of his daughters very much to their 
aihraiutge. In bistnercaociie affairs he was rather 
HpfiKfunacei for fuch was the extravagance of 
hiMiGfdiotm, wha lived more like princes than 
prjhrace mea^ that they had diiiipated the greater 
ptrc of bis merchandize ; fo that he was often 
ohliMd tx>! borrow large fums of the public. His 
chin <lefiDe was to [promote union among the peo- 
ple, and fupporc the nobility in that degree of 
hpnour and rrfped chat was due to them. He 
{hewed great favour to thofe who excelled in any 
art, and was a very liberal patron to learned men. 
He was^paffionately fond of poetry, mufic, and 
architt&nra He founded the univerfiry of Pifa. 
Immecfiatety after his death fuch fparks of difcord 
began. td^ re* kindle, as Ihortly broke out into a 
flaonry and; preyed upon the vitals of Italy. 

'Rcter, the great-grandfon of the firft Cofimo, 
havti^ entered imo a league with France, Louis 
Xtt; without the confent of the fignori, was 
oefted by the Florentines, and retired to Venice ; 
to that the Florentines recovered and enjoyed 
their ancient liberties till 1512, when Ferdinand^ 
king of Spam, rcftored the family of Medici ,wh*ich 
was iexpel led again in 1529, In 1530 Charles V. 
icixed' upon Florence, and made Alexander de 
Medici, grear-gnlndfon of Lorenzo, and who, 
m&rried his natural daughter Margaret, fovereigii 
and duke of Florence. Alexander was riiurdered 
abom fevcn years after, and having left no childreh. 
w^ fijcceeded by his brother John, whofe fon 
Cofmo, was created grand-duke of Tufcany, by 
pope Pius V.' in 1569. Voltaire fays, that the 
pAiod while Florence was under the government 
of f^M^ici'o^ht to be called the Mediceah 
age; -at the^pdite arts and fcienc^ were then 
i "Wai. II. I carried 



■gree ( 



; of perfedion i diefl 
ufes, Ariofto, Mscliia- 
Vrdinai Bcmbo, Trifliano, 
I, Michael Angelo, Titian, 
ny others, adorned the 
fir names immortal. 



indion to his fevenih book, 
lilom, is full of grave reflec- 
much mirtakcn, who think 
jvcrnment can continue long 
: they who think that any dcf- 
lical government can continue 
is as eafy, and more lb, to 
ihe tinion of a republican as of 
Fv'ernnient. A conftitution formed 
' of man, and providing agaioft 
temper, inllead of truftjog to 
|iim ' his moderation and content- 
nay prefervc union, harmony, 
better than any dclpotifm. 
[ iruft the content of one alicmbly 
3 are as credulous, ignorant, and 
ns that iruft the moderation of a 
F And it is as true of one as the other, 
cm faciiint paceni appellant. " Dif- 
' .ilions tor tlie moll part arc 
,nd yet ic is ccr- 
fervice to 
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•^ and animofiries in ir, it ought to be his chief 
" care to provide againll their growing up into 
^* fadions." This is eafily done by dillinft and 
uidq>endeQC legiflative, executive, and judicial 
powers, and by two councils in the legiflature. 
Faftionsmay be infinitely better managed in fuch. 
arepubltc^ than in a defpotifm or monarchy.—** k 
*^ TDuft be coniidercd then, that there arc two 
.^^.roJKls to popularity in fuch dates, the one 
through public ftaiions, the other through pri- 
vate life. In the former it is acquired by gain- 
^^.ingfome fignal vidory, by the prudent and 
5* careful difcharge of an embafly, or by giving 
** wife and fuccefsful advice in council : in the 
** latter, by beneficence to one's fellow citizens, 
•*: by fcreening them from the magiltrates, by 
f* fupplying them with money, by promoting 
** them to honours and employments even when 
*f they, do not deferve them, by entertaining the 
** people with plays and fpectacles, and diftri^ 
5* buting largeffes among them. This manner of 
** .proceeding procures followers and partifans : 
f* and as popularity thus obtained is dangerous 
" to the ftate, becaufe it is commonly appUed to 
*^ ferve private and felf-interelled vievi^s; fo the 
5* reputation that is acquired the other way is of 
credit and advantage to it, when not made a 
tool to party and fadion, becaufe it conduces 
to the good of the whole. And though emu- 
iattoD and envy will always fpring up even 
f^ among citizens of the latter fort, yet, as they 
f* have no partifans that follow them for their 
^^ own private ends, they cannot hurt the com- 
*f monweaiih ^ on the contrary, they muftof ne- 
f* ccfEcy be'jof Terv ice to it, for 'this very cmuk- 
f.^ tioa will naturally excite their utmoft endeavours 
t^ to excel each other in their merits towards their 
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country, and make ihern hep fo JiriSi a -match 
over one another's aciiom, that none of them wiU 

■ Lave it m tkeir po'jrer to Iranfpejs the bounds 

■ of gcod e'ttiztns. But ihe diviiions in Florence 
' conllantly ended in faflions, and therefore were 

■ always pernicious to the republic ; nor did any 
' one of ths,fe fadions continue united any lonocr 
' ihan it had fubtlucd die adverfe party ; Tor 
' when once that was done, and confcquently all 
' fc.ir and reftraint were at an end, it imtnediateljr 

' liilxlivided, and fplit itfclf into others." — In . 
■nil), it is impofTible that divifions, in any form 
f finipic government, (houid ever end in the 
lublic good, or in any thing but faftion. The 
pveinmcnt itfelf is a tiiftion and an abfolute 
ower in a party, which being without fear and 
eftraint, is as giddy in one of ihefc forms as in 
ny other. " De rabfohi pouvoJr, vous ignorez 
yvrcrs." It mufl therefore divide, if it is not 
cftrained by another faction ; when that is the 
afe, as foon as the other faftion prevails ihev 
ivide, and fo on : but when the three natural 
■rdeis in focicty, tlic higli, the middle, and the 
3w, are all reprclented in the government, and 
onltitutionaily placed to watch each othcrj and 
eftrain each other m::tually by the laws, it is 
hen only tha: an eniulatioii takes place for the 
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upon them the hatred of the people; fo that 
whenever they had occalion for the fuffrages of 
their fellow-citizens to renew their authority, 
they always found them ready to re-eftablifh the 
<!birfs of their party in dny office they defired : 
accordingly, from T434 to 1455, a' period of 
cWenty-bne years, they wer6 fix times appointed 
6y the general council to fill the balia. There 
were in thefe times two very powerful citizens in 
Florence, Cofimo and Neri ; the latter of whom c 
Bad acquired his reputation in the public way, ^ 
fb'that he had many friends, but few followers and 
partifans. Cofimo, on the other hand, having 
gained his authority both by his public and pri- 
vate behaviour, had not only many friends, but 
partifans and dependents alfo; and thefe two con- 
abuing ftri(5tly united, never found any difficulty 
in obtaining whatfoever they aiked from the peo- 
ple, as their power was founded upon the favour 
of the public. But Neri dying in the year 1455, 
and the adverfe faction being utterly fuppreffed, 
this adminiftration met with much oppofition be- 
fore they recovered their former authority ; and 
chiefly from Cofimo^s friends, who being now 
grown very powerful in the ftate themfelves, and 
Irced from all further apprehenfions of their ene- 
.mies, were likewife defirous to lower his popula- 
rity. This jealoufy gave beginning to the troubles 
that broke out in the year 1446 ; for thdfe who ; 
were then the leading men advifed their fellow- 
citizens, when they were affembled in the general 
council, to take the ftate of the commonwealth 
into confidcration, not to create any more balias, 
but to refume the imborfrltions, and to choofe 
their magiftrates by lot out of the purfes that had 
been former4y filled. To cure them of this phren- 
iy, Cpiimb had no other remedy, but either to 
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:ize forcibly upon the government, by the afllft- 
nce of fiicli partifaLis as (lill adiiered lohira, ami 
1 criith all oppofition at once ; or v.) let thingSi 
ike their courfe, and wait till time (hoiild coi)(5 
ince his friends that they were labouring oijljt 
t deftroy their own power and reputation, aod 
ot his. He chofe the latter expedient ; for^ 
new he Ihoiild run no rifque in that, as the mirfci 
'ere filled with the names uf fuch as were well 
ffccled to him,' and that he might confequenrly 
ike theadminiflration imo his hands again wlien- 
ver he pleal'ed. He fnffcred them [hercfoi;e t<? 
roceed to an imborfuiiuii; but when the ngw jna- 
iftracy was drawn, and everyone thought ihcy_ 
ad no-.v fully recovered their fornier!ibcit(cs,, the 
lagillrutes began to act in their rcfpciflive depajt-- 
icnts, not according to the dictates and dircftioDS' 
f thofe leaders, but as ihcy thought fie thecn- 
'Ives ; fo that fomciimes the friend of one great 
lan, fomcttmcs the creature of another, met' 
tth an uncxpcded rebuff; and thofe who, before 
fed to fee (heir houfes filled with prefenis and 
ilicitors, now had neither ftibUance fufiicieni to 
vc upon, nor tvcn common feiv:ints to attend 
lem. They likeuifc haJ the mortification to lee 
lemfclvcs reduced ro a level v.iih fuch as they 
id ufed to look down upon wit!\ the lugheftcon- 
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things ; but when any thing was deliberated upon 
that he thought would be agreeable to the people, 
he was the firft that promoted the execution of it. 
But what ftruck the greateft terror into thefc 
grandees, and gave Cofimo a fair opportunity of 
making them repent of their pad behaviour, was 
the renewal of thecatafto, that took place in 1427, 
by which the taxes were regulated and propor- 
tioned by law, and not levied according to the 
j«price or pleafure of particular men. This law 
therefore being revived, and officers appointed to 
fee it executed, the grandees having had a con- 
fultacioD together, went to wait upon Cofimo^ 
^hd intreated him to ufe his endeavours to deli« 
ver both them and himfelf out of the hands of the 
plebeians^ and to new-model the goyefhment in 
fuch a manner, that they might retrieve the rcpu* 
tation which formerly had made him fo powcrftjl, 
lUid them fo much refpeded ; to which CoGmo 
made anfwer, " that h^ would do what lay in his 
pbwer (or that purpofe .with all his heart, provid- 
ed it could be brought about legally and quietly, 
and with the good will and approbation of the 
people; but that he never would confent to vb* 
lent meafure3, orufing force of any kind/' They 
then endeavoured to get a law paffed in the coun-^ 
cils for a new balia; but finding it would not go 
down, they returned to Cofimo, and befought 
him in the humbled manner, that he would make 
ufe of his intereft to get it pafled: biit with -this 
Cbfimo peremptorily refufed to comply, being 
determined to make them fully fenfible of .^heir 
error. Upon which Donatd Cocchi, ivbo wasthe 
gonfalbilTer of juftice, nelblvcd to fet Up i balia 
without his concurrence : but.CofimQ liaifcd fuch , 
a ipiric among the red of the magiibrfttes, th^c 
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icy iiot only oppofed him with the utmoft veht- 
icncc, buc laughed at him, and created him with 
» much fcorn and derifion, that it drove htm 
ark mad, and he was carried back, to his own 
oufe raging and frantic. Luca Piiti,* a bt^ 
nd refolute man, being now made gonfalonier of 
irtice, Cofimo rcfolved to leave the nianagcmenl 
ihim; fo that if any raifcarriage ihoiild happen, 
r any odium be incurred, it might be thpown 
pon the gonfalonier, and not t]pon him. Ltics 
■as very importunate, wiih the people to appoint 1 
alia; but perceiving it was to no purpofc, ho not 
nlj' treaied ihofe who were members of ihc coun- 
ils with great infolencc, but threatened them, 
[\d foon after put his threats in execution : for 
aving filled the palace with armed men, in 1453 
e called the people together in the piazzoi, and 
lere compelled them, by force of arms, J CD'do 
lat which they would not fo much as hear cf 
efore. Aiter they had ihUs refuraed the govern* 
lent, they created a balia ; and the new magif-- 
atcs, at the inlligationof a few particular perfbas, 
'ho advifed them to fupport an authority with 
;rror which they had ufurpcd by force, begsn 
leir adminiftration wirh fending Givolamo Ma- 
hiavcUi and fome others into exile, and depriving 
lany more of their honours and employments. 



Guicchtardtn. 

Guicchiardin begins his hiftory of the wars in 
aly, where Machiavel concludes that of Flo- 
mce, viz. with the death of Lorenzo de Medici 
r April i49a> the fame year that the fagacity, i, 
Mtiiudey and good fortune, of that ever memo- 
ible native of Coguretto, a village neai Genoa, 
ttniflx^er Cdlumbus, of plebeian birth, but 
f^ noble genius, in the fervice of Ferdinand and 
&beUa of Spain,^ laid the firft foundation of the 
oaflitution^ of the United Stated of America. 
rbe death of Lorenzo was a fevere nnisfortun^ 
^. his country, which had flourilhed, under i\\t 
iftoence of his prudence, reputation, and genius, 
DF^U the bleilings and embeliiflinients of a long 
nil fecure peace ; and very inconvenient to all 
|OI|Uy, who regarded him as a principal conntei"* 
Mfcince to Ferdinand of Naples, and Sforza of 
nikn, princes as ambitious as they were power* 
ilh • Peter the Second, the cldelt of his three 
Suii,* who fucceeded him without contradi6ti(5n, 
M0 ndt qualified by experience or abilities for fo 
Itrpdfiznt a ftation. Deviating early from the 
b^ticiis of his father, and without confuhing the 
pliicipal citizens, he was wholly direded by Or- 
lAf, a relation both by his mother and his wife, 
Imc* a dependent of Ferdinand. This new con- 
aeftion, fo prudently avoided by his father, ex- 
ritcd the jealoufy of Sforza, and was the fource 
rf all the enfuing evils. Without reciting the 

Particulars of his vanity, ralhnefs, and impru- 
eace, efpecially a foolilh treaty with France, 

ivliicfa be made, without confulting the magiHrates, 
•» 

'♦ Muratori, Annals, torn. ix. p. 36^, anno 149a. 
. Guicchiardin, lib. 6. Arocricu$ Vcfpucius, who began his 
iKypages in 14979 the two firft of which he made by order of 
Ferdinand of Caftile, and the two laft by order of'^fiinanuel 
of Portugal, was a native of Florence. 

on 



in the ninth of November 1494, 4$ VCVm 
;oing into the palace, Nerii, a youth of noUt 
)irth and great wealth, at the head of fome cfthcn 
if the magiftracy, Hood armed at the gates,* ami 
orbid him to enter. The populace, as foon as th? 
cport of this infiirrcft ion fpread in the town, in- 
tantly rook arms. Petirr, deftiiuie of courage as 
/cli as advice, returned 10 his own houfe, where 
le was informed that the migidrates had declared' 
iin a rebel ; upon which he fled wiih prccipit%>' 
ion to Bologn.i, and was followed by his W(l, 
iroihcrs, Giovanni line cardiniii, and GiuUanOi 
.'lio were likewife attainted. Thus, through rhe 
;i(hncfs and levity of a thoiightleis youth, the 
imily of ihe Medici fell, for tlie prefent, frorat 
jvereign power whicliih.ey had exercifed for Gxty 
eais. From Bologna iliey went to Venice. After 
ime timeiheking, tlicir ally, obtained a revcrfal' 
f Peter's attainder, and that of his two brothers, 
nd a reftitiition of their effeds, on condition that 
'etcr fhould not approach within an hundred 
liles of the borders of the republic, which was 
efigned to prevent him from fettling in Rome; 
or liis brothers widiin an hundred of the city. 
tftcr the exile of Peter and his brodiets, the city 
f Florence aueniptcd once more to reform its 
ovcrnmcnt ;-f but, fays Nerli, the citizens who 
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nvenience of the fupei ior party and more pow- 
VI fadions, and not at all t:^i the benefit of the 
i^craliryy or the univerfal good ; and therefore 
vas irapoflible that a picific and quiet repirblic 
Hild fucceed^ or a diuable government be efta- 
4ied. They created, however, according to the 
cijent cuftom of the city, and by way of a par- 
g;ient, alvyayji a fcene of violence, and incon-; 
;cru with all civil modefty, twenty Accoppiatori, ^ 
^^^UTocutes, with authority to itnborfe the fig- at 
r^froai time to time, and to create, with other 
^fs dillurbers of the public peace, the prin- 
)al magiitrates ; and i ey refolved, that Lorcn- 
(jdi Pi.erfrancefco di Medici, who then decla- 
i^himfelf one of the inhabitants, de popolani, 
^jogh under age, fliould be one of the twenty; 
flithis was accomplifhed by their extraordinary 
pi^tation and influence, and. thus he was made 
^^befd of the new government ; arnd this whole 
rolution changed nothing but the head, and not 
afil the nature of the government. It was in 
^convention, which Neri calls a parliament. 
It ihofe elegant fpeeches, which Guicchiardin* 
fj.preferved or compofed, one for Soderini, 
^ the other for Vefpucci,..are fuppofed to have 
(jn made : but it is furprifing to fee, that nei- 
^.prxuors fo eloquent and able, nor an hiftorian 
[9 To elegantly reports the debate, appear to 
ire once thought of the natural and neceflary 
laedy. One is for a government fimply popu- 
,,^nd the other for a form fimply ariftocratical ; 
(] neither thinks of an equal mixture of the three 
ins, nor even of the two, nor does an idea 
:ur of feparating the legiflative from the ex- 
icive power. Soderini admits that, among all 

* Gukchiardin, lib. ii. p. 41, Yen. 1574. 

writers 



iritcrs upon governmcDt, pratfes Ijxvc been fflorS 
iberally beftowed upon the adrainiftration of i 
ingle prince, and upon that of a fe* of the befi 
itizens, than upon any papular governtncDl; 
lut he thinks that the defire of liberty is fo nati>ral 
r habitual in that city, and the condition of thi, 
itizens (o proponioned to that equality which 
> the neccflaiy foundation of a popular ^overn- 
[lent, that this ought, without aH doubt, to tii 
(referred to all others: he even thinks a queftioS 
ould not be made of this, as in all iheir coiifu!- 
itions it had ever been determined with univerfal 
onftnt, that the city (hould be governed iri the 
ame and by the authority of the people. But 
iie diverflty of opinions arofe from this, that 
jme woiild cheerfully confent in the regulation of 
le convention to that form of a republic wirB 
'hich the city governed itfelf before her liberty 
'as opprcffed by the (amily of the Medici ; others^ 
mong whom he reckons himfelf, judging a go^ 
ernmenifo ordered tohave, inniany things, rather 
le name than the effl'tfts of a popular govern^ 
lent, and terrified with the accidents which fre- 
ucmly refult from fuch governments, defire i 
lore perfeft form, which may prefcrve concord 
nd fecuiity to the ciiizensj blelTmgs which, nei- 
erfrom reafon nor experience, can bcexpeifted iii 
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ig in the power of private citizens, 
ticular conlpiracy or intrigue, to 
ties or authority, none will be cx-^ 
em by the paflions or caprice of 
;y (hall be beftowed according to 
I merits of men : by confequencc, 

I endeavour by his virtues, good 
)y rendering himfelf agreeable both 

private life, to open his way to 
Y one muft abftain from vices and 
rs, and, in one word, from allthofe 
*e odious in a well-conftituted city, 
n the power of any one, nor of a 
ws, or by the authority of a magjf- 
duce another government, or to 
• this, but by the refolution of the 
:il. — The fecond fundamental regu- 
hat all the moft important dclibe- 
t of peace and war, the examinatibii 
id generally all thofe things which 
) the adminiftration of fuch a city 
, (hall be treated by magiftrates^ 
jftined to this fervice, in a fele£t 

moft experienced andiprudent citi- 

II be deputed by the popular coun- 
knowledge of thefe affairs of ftatc 

1 every underftanding, precautions 
n that the government may not fall 
apablc of conducing it ; and cele- 
cy, which are often indifpenfable, 
fulted or prefer ved in the delibera- 
Iritude : nor is it neceffary for the 
3f liberty, that fuch things fliould 
:arge numbers; for liberty remains 
lilts when the diftribution of mst^ 
[ the deliberations on new laws, 
iverfal confent.— Thefe two points 
•3 being 
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eing fccured, the govtrnment will be truly |w- 
iilat, the libercy of the cuy well founded, and 

la'.it^able ami .kiralJe form of a republic cfta- 
lilliei:!. Ht tlicn to iiparts his projed wilh ibc 
Ian of Venii-c, to whi-h it has not however 
le fmillell: refcmblanct ; and proceeds: "Tliii 
iiy of ours has never enjoyed a government like 
lis, and ihsrcfore our public affairs have been 
onftantly expofed to frequent aintaiionsj at OM 
imc trampled down by the violence of tyranny ; 
t anoihcr, torn by tlie ambliiotis and avaricious 
iflenfions of the tew ; now Ihakcn by ihe liccn- 
ous fury of the miiltituJe : and although cities 
re built foi no end but ilic tranquillity, Iccurity, 
nd happy life uf the iiibabiiJ.nfs, ihe fruits of 
ur govtrnnient, our felituy, our repofc, iia»C 
lecn the continual coii^'fcations of our eftates, the 
aniflimenis and the executions on the fcaffold of 
ur inifcrablt citizens." 

This is the fubi^.incc of Sodeiinl's oration, in 
'hich he is fully fcniliile of the tyranny and 
avery of ala-n-,a:c f.idti,^i:s, and the confequeoC 
liferies with v^hich i!;t hiP.oiy of Florence was 
lied : bill iniiLuil (,f pc ,[-ii..iing a rational remedy, 
e is fjr ii.;gra^.-ili;!g ilie tvil. The executive 
■owcr, the a;>],oinitiicnt of oJiicers, had bten the 
auk- ufdikoni; he no.v only propofes to give 
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fuch definable fruks, he would certainly difcover 
a BDoft corrupted charader who fliould wilh for 
any Other for a regulation of our country. He 
lii^ould b^ a moft pernicious citizen, who (hould 
not l01re, without rcferve, a form of a republic, 
in* which virtue, merit, and the real value of men, 
(hbbid be above all things acknowledged and 
bon<H!red. But I confefs myfelf ignorant, how it 
b- pbflSble to hope that a regiment, placed abfo* 
lately in the power of the people, can be produc- 
tiveof fuch mighty blelTings, I am, on the con- 
trary, moft affuredly confident, that reafon teaches 
us, 'that experience demonftrates, and that the 
authority of the greateft lawgivers confirms, that in 
ib great a multitude there can never be found fuch 
prudence, fuch experience, and fuch order, that we 
mat have room to promife ourfelves that the 
wi(c will be preferred to the ignorant, the good 
to the evil, or men of experience to thofc whd 
have never feen a public tranfaftion. As from ah 
incapable and unikilful judge it is not poITible to 
hope fdr a fagacious fentence ; fo from a people, 
immjsrfed in ignorance and involved in confufion, 
we cannot exped, without a miracle, prudent de- 
liberacions or rational eledions. Can we believe 
chttCa- multitude, inexpeit, unfkilful, compounded 
ofiogreata variety of geniufes, conditions, and 
cuftpms, and wholly devoted to their private af- 
hxt%y' can poffibly diftinguifh and know thofe 
iMricafte interefts and duties of the public, which 
m^n of the moft confummate wifdom, who are 
wholly inattentive to any othier bufinefs, are often 

with great difficulty able to difcern ? Not to 
memibi^, that the unbounded efteem which every 
one {^tertains of himfelf, will ftimulate them all 
U> -b^omid iambitious of honours: nor will it 
aiFCf be(^faci#fa£tory to men in a popular govern^ 

- -1' I ' meili 
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lent to enjoy the honcft fruits of liberty, bui 
I will afpire to the highcft rank, and be im- 
aiient lo incermeddle in all deliberattons upon 
Fairs of ihe moft importance and grtfateft diffi- 
iky ; for among us there is lefs than in any 
her city in the world of that modefty, which 
ielilsthe precedence to him who has more know- 
dgc or more merit. Perfuading ourfelves as we 
0, iliat, in reafon and by right, we ought all of 
s to be equal in all things, the applaufe of virnie 
id merit, if left in the difpoHiion of the mul- 
[ude, will be confounded, and this arnt»tioa 
eiiig diffiifed through the majority, will defigo- 
lly bellow the moll power on the moft igBoriM 
id the lead meritorious, becaufe, being by much 
le moll niimeious, they will have the moftia- 
uence in a llaie lb conftituted, that opiaioOt 
lull be numbered and not weighed. What cw» 
linty therefore can you have, that although thef 
lay be faiisfied with the form that you incrodoei 
E prefcnt, they will not prcfently difarrange the 
irtitiiti.>ns ihe moll: wiftly conceited, by ihcb 
ove! inventions and imprudent laws, to wfacb 
le wifcil citizens will not be able to refift? Thefe 
lings, at all rimes dangerous in fuch a govern- 
will be much more fo at prefenr, becatife 
the nature of mankind, when they fly front 
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ms of perfons, and their tyranny is perhaps (o 
uch the more peftiferous, as ignorance, which 
s no weights, nor meafures, nor laws, is more 
rigerous even than malignity, which may govern 
Mr by feme rule, reftrain itfelf by fome bridle, 
d (atisfy itfelf with fonnc end. Has this city 
ler'becn under the abfolute government of the 

3>lc, without becoming an inftant prey to dif- 
, without being (haken to its foundation, and 
thout fuffering an immediate revolution in the 
Itc? Why arc not our liberties fecure under the 
nvernmentpropofed in this parliament? All things 
e referred to the difpofition of magiftrates, wko 
t not perpetual, but are frequently changed; 
lo arc not elected by a few, but, having been 
(MDved by many, are appointed, according to 
• ancient ufage of the citv, by lot. How then 
iordiey be appointed by faftions, or by the will 
'*'particular citizens? We fhall have a much 
tat^'certainty, that affairs of the moft import- 
ceiRrill be examined and directed by men of the 
oft wildom, experience, and gravity, who will 
Mfcrn with more order, fecrccy, and maturity of 
dl^ent, than it is pofTible for a people, who 
Q incapable of fuch things, to pofTefs : a people^ 
ho are often, when there is little occafion for it» 
aft cxtravagandy fplendid and expenfive, and 
leter ftiU^ when there is the moft urgent necef- 
gr^ are fo penurious and niggardly, as to rufh 

CI the greateft dangers and expences^ for the 
of iaviog the moft trifling fums." 
^ik truth, both thefe fpeeches, with all their 
•qtience, were thrown away. Soderini was for 
iUtding all authority into one center» the people; 
id Vefpuci infto another, the fenate: neither dared 
p^pofe a feparation of the executive from both 
t a firft magillratc : and without that, and admit- 
Vol. II. K ting 
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ting both the fenate and people to a fhare> theic- 
could be no peace nor harmony in Florence. The 
qucflion, however, was not decided by the l<^c 
or rhetoric of cither: few of the citizens Jt- 
tended the convention, and the vote would hav0 
been for the ariftocracy of Vefpuci, if aoothcr 
orator had not intervened. This was Savanarali 
the prophet, who declared, that he had a divine 
revelation from heaven in favour of a popular 
government, and that Jefus Chrift (houid be 
choien king of Florence,* againlt his own ciprcls- 
declaration, that his kin^^dom was not of thi^ 
world, — The twenty accoppiaiori, who bad no 
head to keep ihem united, and necefiarilyfcU into 
a variety of fadions and divifions among them* 
Itlves, perceiving their diffenfions, the other del- ■ 
zens in general, and efpecially all thgfc of thie 
greated reputation, who at the election of the 
twenty had not been chofen of the number, beeui, 
CO take courage, and raife a cry agalnft them for 
their divilions, and the f weaknefs of their govern^ 
nnent : and Savanarola declared, that God had. 
conftituted him his ambaffador in Florence, widi 
full power and exprefs orders to declare his will, 
:hat Chrift fhould be king, and that under him 
:he city Ibould be governi-d only by a Angle af- 
imbly or popular council. The multitude believed ■ 
lim, and in 1495 the twenty were all oblie 
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thework mightbe thefoonerfinifhcd. But this new 
government could no better agree than tiie ac- 
coppi^cori, and for the fanie reafon. The new 
grear council^ as well as the whole city, foon di- 
Xtdcd into three parties. The greatcft and moft 
powerful was that which depended uponFra. Gi- 
ntlamO) and was called the party of the Fratefchi, 
and confifted of thofe who moft defired to live 
ffcdy, and nearly of all thofe who were gratified 
with the latitude of the popular government. 
The iccond party were defirous of having the go- 
vernment more reftrained, and in the hands of a 
fihaller number of the principal citizens j but 
were ftiU defirous of liberty, and, as well as the 
Fnucfchii were in oppofition to the party of the 
Medici. The third paity confifted of thofe 
who wiOied for the return of the Medici, and 
the reftoration of the old government. The 
viCT^, motives, and manoeuvres of thefc three 
fa^ions arc particularly defcribed by Nerli, 
aod' then; jealoufies, envies, ambition, and various 
lclieme$ to fupplant each other, in fo natural a 
manner, that one would think his hiftory written 
cxprefsly to expofe the folly of a government in 
one center. 

. in 1495 the Florentines met with frefh and 
dangerous troubles from other quarters, excited 
bk the jpotcntates of the league, who encouraged 
Vit^Xto attempt his reftoration t>> Florence. Pe- 
ter, jlike all other exiles, ready tq embrace every 
o|^V^ imagined his own party powerful, and the. 
new' government odious, efpecially to the nobility; 
fo chat he could not fail of fuccefs : he made feve- 
ra] advances, and excited fome exertions among 
hji$ friend^, but was difappointed of any efFeflual 
aflifiance, and at length gives up the enterprife. 

K 2 In 
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In 1497, the pope and ^Venetians concdved a 
icw projcft for feparating the Florentines from 
he French, the unhappy ftate of their ciry, in 
shich there were fuch great divifions among the 
:itizens, owing to the form of their government, 
>iving encouragement to any power that wiflied to 
Tioleftthem: for, fays Guicchiardin, in the firft 
nftitution of the popular authority in Florence, 
.here had not been introduced a mixture of thoje 
emperamcnts, which, together with fccuring, bjr 
"iiitable methods, the common liberty, might prc- 
/ent the republic from being thrown into confu- 
lon by the ignorance and licentioufnels of the 
"nultitude. Forthis reafon, the citizens of better 
ank, meeting with lels relpedl than their condi- 
ion fccmed to require, and the people on the 
Jther hand jealous of their ambition, multitudes 
jf mean capacities frequently afTifting at impor- 
ant debates, and the fupreme magiftracy, to 
whom was referred the decifion of the moft diffi- 
:ult affairs, being changed every two months, 
mich confulion was occafioned in the government 
jf the republic. To this mulUie added, the great 
lUthority of Savanartila, wlicfe followers were 
noie numerous than thofe of ilic contrary opi- 
lion, and appeared to have much the greater 
"hare in the difti ibution of places in the magif- 
-1 of public lioiiuui's i by vvliJcli means the 
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a very great fcarcity : whence it might be pi 
lumed> that the half-ftarvcd populace were d 
Grous pf a change. This unhappy difpofitl 
gave hopes to Peter, who was befidcs incited I 
lonife of the citizens. By fccrct afllftance fro 
the Venetians, and various other ways, he c< 
feded together a military force, and made an t 
tempt, in 1497, upon Florence; but havingneith 
genius nor refources, he failed. His partifa 
committed a number of maffacres in fomeof t 
neighbouring towns : but his plot was difcoverc 
ana his principal friends In Florence, after f 
proof of the order and management of the co 
foiracy, were conviftcd and fentenced to deal 
The relations of the pcrfons condemned appeal 
to the grand council of the people, by virtue 
a law that was made when the popular gover 
ment was eftabliftied. The other party, appi 
bending that compalTion on the age and nol 
lity, and number of the relations of the crimina 
might prevail on the affcftions of the peop 
feveral members of the fupreme magiftracy we 
by prefling importunities, andalmoftby force a 
mcnaceSi eonftraincd ro content, that, notwii 
ftanding the "interpofition of the appeal, executi 
Ihould be done the lame night. Of what avai 
Jaw in fuch a government, for the protedtion 
life, or fecurity of liberty ! The moll zeal< 
fticklers for this were the favourers of Savai 
rola, who was reproached for not diffuading 
followers from the violation of a law, which \ 
a few years before had been propofcd by himf 
as neceflary for the prcfervation of liberty. Bu 
dominant party, when there are but two, a 
no third power to balance them, is never k 
bound by any law, morals, or decency. 

Kj T 
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The next year, 149S, Savanarola himfelf v^ 
burnt, not for his endiufiaftic impoftures, butibr 
preaching againft the corruptions of the court of 
Rome, under that hellifh mondcr of vice lod 
cruelty.AIexandcrthe Sixth, which would not have 
been remembered here, if politics and pttxf, 
rather than piety, had not produced this eveot, 
as well as the aflallination of Franccfco Valori, a 
nobleman of great inBuence, for being the chief 
patron of Savanarola, and the caufe that the ap- 
peal to the popu!:.r council hod not been admitted. 
The paflions of tiit)-, their hatred and revenge, 
as well as their iin.jiiion, under luch unbalanced 
governments, lay i;old of any popular prqudice, 
and inolt frequently of religious zeal, and ihfi 
affiftance of any means, even the friendQiip of an 
Alexander and a Borgi;:, to aid [heir gratificatioD. 
But (cattcring the alhes of this martyr in the 
Arno did nor, fays Ncrli, quench die flamps of 
difcoid, nor hea! the divifions of the city. TKe 
people remained in the fame diircnfions, evcry'ooc 
quarrelling for '.\U fadion as ulijal;* and' fncfli 
difpuces and diffenfion;, arofe; firft, between Vt- 
telli and the count Di Marciano; fecond, by 
reafcn of the difference between the king of France 
ind the duke of Milan -, and third, on accouotof 
:ledions and the magiRracies. 
In 1 coo C^far boi 
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in the city of Florence, attempted to reflore the 
Medici, and was diverted from the enterprife by 
an cmbafly and a round fum of money. In 
1562 a rebellion was checked in the city of Arez- 
zo, 'WWch excited frefh divifions in Florence, 
and produced new attempts to reform the go- 
. verdment j firft, by giving a head to the greater 
. couhdl ; and fecond, to conftitute a gonfalonier 
ibrltfe: and Sodorini, who had no children, had 
great qualities, was moderately rich, of a family 
of great reputation, &c. and had rendered inn- 
portant fervices to the ftate upon many occafiorts. 
Was accordingly elefted. Biit he had no thoughts 
*bf dhanging the popular government any further, 
Bnd was foon found to have too much moderation 
for fome of his friends. Rucellai, and Lorenzo 
di Pierfrancefco de Medici, and fome other citi- 
zens, br<^e ofF from him^ would not attend his 
ie^s, and grew difcontented. 

l<o2. Tnis year died the pope Alexander the 
SiJfthj and Peter de Medici, who, with fome other 
wAAtrmtn^ following the French camp after their 
^ea^ by the Spaniards at Gaeta, entered on 
bo^rda Ip^rk which was laden with artillery, and 
was drowned at the mouth of the river, by the 
bark*^ linking under her burthen in a contrary 
wind, j^ut thefc events, fo fortunate in appear- 
ance forFloreoce, could not fecure her tranquillity. 
Ttie ftew gonfalonier for life had many parties ia 
teinefitatioa againft him: thofe who dcfired a 
more popular government, and that his office 
ihoukl only be annual^ or for three months ; thofe 
t>f his own party, who thought him not zealous 
enough to make the government more ariftocrati- 
<:al; and thofe who wiihed the reftoratioB of the 
Medvci, anda government concipletely monarchical. 
All thefc various kinds of citizens were daily ob- 
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crving his condud, criticiring hUi admiDidratkJir, 
rxaggcrating his eri'ors, and deftroytng his rqMi-- 
atian and populaiit)'. 

In 1505, Bartolomeo d'Alviano invaded'chcir 
royntry,* with a view to afiifl: the Mcdicii but ' 
le was routed and put to flight. From fi> ,graK 
I vi<ftory the citizens hoped for happinefs, qu>et> 
ind rcpofe ; but the cffefls of it were quite ibe 
:ontrary, and incrcafed the fecrct oppoGtion and 
:abals of the difcontented citizens againft the 
gonfalonier. Bentivoglio, ambitious Co be made 
raptain-general, and Giacomini, to incrcaie his 
popularity, united in the deGre of adding to die 
glory they had acquired in the iate vi^ry the 
::onqueft of Pifa. The projeft of this enterprife 
Dccafioned great confufions in the city. • The ' 
wifeft and beft men declared themfelves againft it, 
but fuch numbers were bent upon it, chat the gon- 
falonier, either blinded by the fame pafBons ariA 
ing from fuccefs, or to counterad: his advttriaries, 
or confiding too much in Bcntivoglio, fell in with 
it. After tedious difputes, at^ry afx:ufatioi)l> 
and mutual reproaches in the city, the entetpnie 
was refolved in die great council, with loud huzsas 
of the common people. A great expence was in- 
curred in ample preparations, but the end was as 
unfortunate as the wifer citizens had predicted j 
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the two principal officers loft all the credit of their 
former lervic;es, and Sodorini, the gonfalonier, loft 
much of his reputation, more of the popular con- 
fidence and afFe£bion ; and in proponion as thefe 
fel)» thofe who had oppoied the war rofe in the 
pxiblic cfteem. The enemies of the gonfalonier 
mcreafed, and their oppofition^ headed by the Sal- 
viacij grew more adbive and determined, and 
wc^ened the government to fuch a degree, that 
it was unable to. execute the refolutions, when 
taken by fb fmall majorities, or to command the 
foldiers ; or to cleft the council, thu eight com- 
miflaries of war, or ambalTadors ; or indeed re- 
iblv; upon any thing. The two parties could 
agree upoti nothing, and ail the citizens were fo 
decidedly declared partifans, either of the gonfa- 
lonier, or of the Salviati, that they would not 
intermarry, or ever give a vote for any man to any 
office or public favour, who was not of their fide, 

Cauies enough of debate in the grand coun- 
cil, and in the city, arofc from day to day. In 
1056, an ordinance for regulating the militia in 
the country, and enrolling every man from fifteen 
to fifty years of age under captains and colours, 
for frequent exercife in the military, art; the de- 
mand of Alfonfina Orfini, the widow of Peter de 
Medici, of the reftitution of her dower, confif- 
cated with the eftate of her hu/band ; the mar- 
riage of her daughter Clarifla to Philip Strozzi ; 
the rcfignation of the archbifhop of Florence ; 
the appointment of a fucceflbr ; the war of Pifa : 
in 1508, the creation of commiflaries ; the con- 
ceffion of Pifa to the king of France j — all occa- 
fioned fuch druggies, as excited at lafl a confpi- 
racy againft the gonfalonier, in order to aflafilnate 
him, for the purpofe of introducing the reftora- 
tion of the Medici. This plot was difcovered, 

but 



but the guilty pnfons had fuch parties in the d{y, 
and the gonfalonier \v.is b.:ccmc lb unpopular, 
that the flighreft pm.inimenr c^ly could be io- 
fiidied. As in fuch a (\aie of parties ereiy 
meafure of govtrnmenr is oppofcd, another con-' 
troverfy arofc about the coniinviance of the truce 
with Sitna, whirli was ::t b.fl ngreed to upon the 
cor.ccfTicn of Montepulciano. Various ntrw dif- 
putes were now oc-afioncd by the new council in 
Pifa. Finally, the city found that, amidft all the 
great tranfafbions in Italy, by the diviftons among 
me citizens, and their continual oppofitions ta 
each other in every reafonablc meafure, they h'fd 
not only very ill ferved their ally the king, but 
given great offence to the pope. 

In 1 5 1 2 was the battle of Ravenna ; ind after 
a long feries of wars, in which the emperor, the 
king of France, the king of Spain, the Swifs, rfie 
pope, the Venetians, and all other dates in Italy 
had been concerned, a congrtfs was held at Man- 
toua in 1512. Giuliano de Medici, in his o«D 
name, and that of the cardinal, here IbHcitcd 
an enterprifc againft the Florentines. A revolu- 
tion he pretended might be eafily cffefled in that 
(late, through the divifions of the citizens, many 
of whom wiflif d for the return of his family. By 
private intel I i thence, which he faid he maintained 
with feverdi noble and powfrfti! perfonages in the 
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Medici, An offer was feci etly made to Sodorini, 
a lawyer, and brocher of the gonfalonier, who 
was then ambaflador froni Florence, that if the 
Florrnrines would comply with the demand of a 
iiim of money, the emperor and king of Arragon 
:Jhould talje them under their proteftion. The 
ambalT^dor had no authority to conclude any 
fgrecmenr, and could only make his report to 
the republic. It was beiieved, that if the Flo- 
Ijentincs had laid afide their niggardly chaffering 
litxjut tl'e Pi iff, they might have diverted the 
ilbrrn; but cither thiough the carelefihcfs or 
ib^ malignity of men, the caufc of that city was 
^^l^ndonedy and it was refolved that the Spaniih 
armyj attended by the cardinal and Giuliano de 
J(ff|dici, fhould march towards Florence, and that 
ibic cardinal, whom the pope in this expedition 
j|)iul declared legate of Tufcany, ihould call to his 
j|i|EUIance the foldiers of the church, and thofe of 
ti^ Bcighbouring towns, whom he thought fit for 
Jkj^ purpoie. The viceroy, at the head of the 
JSp9XiLQi army, was no fooner entered the Florentine 
^uninions, than he was met by an ambaffador of 
the repubxjc, to know what he required of them. 
Xhc, viceroy demanded, in the name of all the 
^qnfedcrates, that the gonfalonier (hould be de- 
ISiyed of his office, and that fuch a form of 
ipDLvernm^nt ihould be eftablifhed, as would not 
^re occaiion of umbrage to the allied powers, 
which could not be effcded without rcftoring the 
iavdinai and GiuTiano de Medici to their country. 
^f— The government of Flprence was in the greateft 
ODofternation, fiom the divifions among the citi- 
/jsens, and the inclinations of multitudes to a change* 
A meflage arrived fron^ the viceroy, that it was 
not the intention of the league to make any alte- 
ratiqn in the government or liberty of the city, 

but 
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but only to remove the gonfalonier from the im- 
giftracy, for the fecurity of Icaly, and to reftoN 
ihe Medici, not as heads of the government, bill 
as private perfons, to live under fubjefUon Co tbs 
Jaws and to the magiftracy in all things. Various 
were the opinions in the city, according to the 
difference of men'sjudgements, paflions, and fears. 
The gonfalonier, in a long harangue to the grwi 
council,* offered either to refign his envied office, ; 
or defend it at the hazardof his life, as they flxwU 
determine. If the Medici, fays he, have ux in- i 
clination to live as private citizens, in due fub< 
ieflion to the ordinances of the magidrates and 
of your laws, their reftoration would be laudable ) 
but let not any one imagine, that the governmcBt 
of the Medici will be excrcifcd in the fame manner 
as before iheir cxpullion. The form and fouDda- 
tion of things are changed : educated among us, 
they were familiar as other citizens, and, poffeBki 
of vail: eftatcs in proportion 10 their high dignity, 
they laid the foundation of their greainels in tbe 
affections of the citizens ; but now, bred up in 
ftrangc cuftoms, and having little infight into our 
civil affairs, relenting their exile, very indigent, 
affrortcd by fo many families, confcious that the 
greater parr of ihc peo|)le abhor lyianny, con- 
Jtiaincdbj' poverty and fufpicion, they will have 
no ciinfideration for any citizen, but will engrofs 
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eftablirti their adminiftration on fear and force^ nor 
Iqvc andbenevolcncf. The city will become like 
9ologna under the Bentivogli^ or like Siena and 
Perugia.— -It was with wonderful unanimity re- 
layed to confent to the return of the Medici as 
private citizensj but to refufe the removal of the 
Mmfalonier at the hazard of their lives and for* 
t^es ^ and all hands were fet to work to prepare 
for war9 and the defence of Praco. The vice- 
roy laid fiege to Prato, took it by aflfault, which 
WIS followed by flight, Ihrieks, violence, rapine, 
blood, and flaughter. This fad difafter produced 
a vaft change in the minds of the people at Flo- 
rence; the gonfalonier repenting of his counfel, 
terrified, and deprived at once of all efteem and 
authority ; others grew audacious : feveral young 
noblemen, with one of the family of Albizzi at 
their hcadi who had been in fecret correfpondencc 
with the Medici, forced the gonfalonier out of 
the public palace, and the magiftrates were com- 
fiiclled to dcpofe him.* He fled to Ragufa. 

Ambafiiidors 

* Tal fine cbbe il fupremo magiftrato di Piero Sodcrini 
dcrcitato dacflb nove anni, e dieci mefi, e fe in tal-e anliiu- 
niftrazione, oltre a molte fue buone opere, avefle aggiunto 
quel cbe anche molto piii itnportava alia citta, e a lui, I'avcr 
tonitto piii conto, che non rece, di chi Veramente i'aveva 
cmdotto m quel grado, giovava forle piu alTai, che nou 
{ece, alia citt^ a fuoi cittadini, a fc niedefimo, ed alia iiia 
caia, c farebbeli quel governo popolarc forfe anche me^lio 
mantenuto, come ii nianCenne, ne primi otto anni, che fi i cfle 
ftnzacapo alcuno dopo il 1494, che non fece poi in ^uci dieci, 
che lo rcfle Piero Sodorini. £ fc quel fuo governo di n jve anni 
edied mefi fu, ed Ciincora tan to lodato, necque da quel buono 
ordine, cbe (itcnncpiu nellofplendere, e nelloftarc mcglio or- 
dinata la citta, che in quelll primi otto anni non fi fece, e dal 
c6nfiderarIo diu da quello, che pareva in apparenza, che da 
ooello, che era in'fatti, ed in lomma il gonfaloniere non 
feppe mat efler principe ni^ cattivo, nh buono, e credette ^ 
troppo cglla pazieazai godcndo, come fi dice, il benefizio del 
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^mbafTddors were fent to the viceroy, Ipith vhom> 
]y means of the cardinal dc Medici, they ealily 
Tiacle a ) accomuiodation. He inlifted only mi, 
he rcftoiaiion of his fami'iy and their adherentSj 
IS private citizens, with power to redeem, within a 
Triain time, the confifcated eltates, indemnifying 
holi: to whom they had been transferred for the 
jurchafe and improvL-menis, The Florentine! 
vere obliged to enter into the league, pay the 
inperor tojty thouland ducats, the viceroy eighcy 
houl'and for his army, and tsvcnty thouland mt 
liiiifelf. They made a K-ague befidft with the 
Ling of Arragon, under reciprocil obligationi of 
(Kiting each other. It is allonilhing that the 
•"lorcniinci (hoiild not yet be able to fee the caufes 
if their continiinl misfortunes, and the neccffity" 
if different orders, and a balance in theit confti- 
uiion. The citizens now applied ihemfelves to 
cform clicirgovcirmint, to preferve their liberty, 
nd the popular council, their all authority in one 
enter, their right conllicution of a common- 
wealth. To this end they enafted, that the gon- . 
ilonier fhoiild no lunger be cleftcd for life, but 
nly for a year ; that to ihc touncil of eighteen, 
■h'ch was thiingirj every fix months, and by whofe 
ijcli,-jritv tiie mult weiphty affairs were determin- 
:i, flionid be udded, for life, all thofe who had' 
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rity in that republic ; of fuch as had ferved 
oad, all who by clcftion of the council of 
ity had been fent ambafladors co princes, or 
l.becn commiflaries- general in war: in all other 
no the laws remained without alteration. Ri- 
& a noble citizen> was eledted gonfalonier for 
^ft year, ; the people, as ufual in troubiefbme 
p^ not paying fo much regard to thofe who 
X mod acceptable to them Tor popular arts, as 
kperlbn who by his great authority in the city, 
ccially with the nobility, ^nd by his own extra- 
lipary talents, was beft capable of eftablifliing 
: tQttering commonwealth. But things were 
K gone too far, and the enemies of public li« 
ty were become too powerful: a fufpeded 
fiffi was in the country, and the mod audacious 
lifb in the city were defirous of opprefling li- 
:ty. With them concurred in thoughts and 
p^i though in words he pretended the contrary,* 
s.cardlnal de Medici ; for the reftoration of his 
(l)ly as private citizens could not have been 
^ght from, the beginning a reward worthy of' 
great fatigues and dangers. But now he confi* 
ftcd, that they muft be univerfaliy dctefted by the 
ople^ from a fufpicion that they would be con- 
lually exciting confpiracies againft their liberty, 
2L from the indignation conceived againft the 
nily for conduding the Spanifh army againft 
;ir country, and being the caufe of the barbarous 
:1pige of Prato. The cardinal was Itimulated 
R,by thole wbo h^d before confpired with him, 
4 had no bbilourable ftation in the new com--^ 
cbwealth. He therefore obtained the confent 
,tbc viceroy, unexpedtedly entered Florence, 
iS^ repaired to. the. houfes of the Medici with a 
mber of Italian officers and foldiers, the magif- 
tes not daring to forbid their entrance^ On ao 

count 
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Muntof the neighbourhood of ihefcpanilh zrvtsf. 
The next day a great number of citizens being 
iirembled in council in the palace, and Giuliuw 
3e Medici among the reft, the foldiers fuddenljr 
forced the gate and rufhing up ftair^j took pof- 
feflion of the palace. The gonfalonier and the 
magiftratcs were forced to fubnnit to the will of ■ 
man, whofe arms were more powerful than their 
unarmed reverence, and at the motion of Giuli- 
ano, called, by found of the bell, an aiTemhly of 
ihe people in the fquare of the palace. Here 
thofe who met, finding ihcrrfelves iurrounded by 
armed foldiers, and the youth of the city in armi 
for the Medici, confented that fifty citizens, no- 
minated with the approbation of the cardinal de 
Metlici, ihould be invefted with the whole fove- 
reign power of the peopk-, which the Florentines 
call a balia. The government was reduced to 
that form which fubfirted before 1494, a guard 
was Rationed at the patnce, and the Medici re- 
fumed their former grandeur, but governed more 
imperiouHy, and with more abfolutc authoiily 
than their father Peter had done. After this manner 
was the liberty ot ilie I'lorentincs oppreflcd by 
arms, being reduced to this condition by the di- 
viTions among the citizens. This was in 1512. — 
In 1513, the pope Julius the Second died, and 
the cardinals in conclave unanimoufly clefted 
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tliereupon ordained, by an intrigue of the fignuri, 
that a cabal of about twenty citizens Ihould deter- 
mioe among theoifelves the mode of reformation 
in ike ftate ; but even in this junto arofe many 
cotfefts^ and various projeds were propofed. 
THbere were among them fome who, without con* 
tdciing the forcible manner in which the Medici 
kad recarned, wiihed co re-eftabliQi the popular 
gOYcmmenc, and maintain by all means the grand 
council) at lead in part, in its authority, and in 
mdcr to give the government a head, would con- 
fticiice a gonfalonier for one year, or two at mod ; 
and defired farther, in order to give a greater per- 
icftion to the government, to make an addition of 
feleft citizens to the council of eighty, who(hould 
be, as a fcnateof the beft men, for life, with a cer- 
tain authority and full power, and with certain 
panicular orders and prefcribed forms; and of 
diis opinion were the greater part of thofe citizens 
who had been in oppofiiion to Sodorini, not fo 
much from attachment to the Medici, as for other 
realbns. The Medici, and their mod avowed par- 
tifans, and chiefly thofe who in their oppofition to 
Sodorini had difcovered themfclves the mod averfc 
to the popular date, becaufe they did not think they 
could obtain pardon from the people, could fcarcely 
hope to Kve in freedom, and were fure to have 
Ho fiiare in the government, would, for their greater 
fecurity, redrain the date to its ancient form, and 
reform it by^ a convention, not believing that they 
could accomplifh it in the ordinary way, as it had 
been reftrained in the houfe of Medici before the 
year 1494* And after many accommodating ma. 
nothfvres of Giuliano de Medici, by his great faci- 
lity and kindnefs with thofe who defired a large 
government, and to prcferve the grand council. 
It was concluded to pafs a law in this cabal, for 
Vou IK L the 



c reformation of tins government, and jt was 
cordingly propol'ed in the grand council, and 
ceived with great appUufc ; for every body waS' 
difpirited, and lb terrifted with the thoughts of 
convention of the people, which was trtuch 
Iked of, and greatly defired by thofe who wiflud 

retrain the ftate into an ariflocracy, that this 
■\v law of reform was highly reliflicd, as it leflencd 
e authority both of the people and the grand 
mncil. By the new law it was ordained, thai 
r the future the gonfalonier flioulJ be created by 
e grand council for one year, who Ihould be 
fqualified from holding the office for five fub- 
[]T!cnt years, and that all his connexion (hould 
r excluded during his year from holding any oS 
e greater magillracies, fuch as thofe of the fig^ 
iri, the (ixteen gonfaloniers of the companies of 
c people, and the twelve buonhomini : the 
lief magiltrate was alfo prohibited from holding 
ly negociation or correfpondcnce with any other 
incc, republic, or lord, in or out of Italy: 
:>m opening any letters addrefled to the lignon 

anv other magi(\rate, without the prefence ot 
■o thirds ol the fignori his companions ; or even 
ly leitcr addrefled to him alone, without the 
efenccoftwo at lead: of the fignori, who, un- 
;r the p.iins of pcijury, were obliged to (hew 
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pofition was made by this new law for the ref(;r- 
niation of the government, that tor the juuirc, ac 
all adminiftrations, deliberations, and eledions of 
magiftraccs, ufually made in the council of eighty, 
lliptild intervene, during their lives, all the then 
prefeiit fignori, and all thofe citizens who ac any 
time; h^d been gonfaloniers of juftice, all thofe 
who had fat among the ten magiftrates for war, 
and ail who at any time had been eleded 
afnbaffadors in the council of eighty to any 
prince or lord in or out of Italy ; and to provide 
for thofe families or focieties, in which there were 
not lien of any fuch defcription, it was provided 
by the law, that fuch families might claim as far 
a$ tMro luehibers, if they had not the number of 
Jwo, orif they had not one, with the ordinary 
quatificacions, but no more; and that fuch fup- 
pteoieiutary additions from the families fliould 
not amount to more than fifty in the whole, to 
beelcd!-ed in the council of eighty, with its new 
^d^icioQ, giving. of thefe fifty a convenient part 
to the leffcr arts, according to the order at that 
time in tfie city: and becaufe Giuliano de Medici, 
^md fomeof his declared friends, were incapable, 
ctthcr .by minority of age, or by having in their 
faniilfcs two or more who came within the ordi- 
nary rules, it was provided by the law (that they 
might not ^ be excluded) that by a refolution of 
th^iig^ori alone, eleven. more, befides the fifty, 
xiiight.6c! eledted, eight of whom might be under 
tbc age prelcribed of forty years. In this manner 
was the council of eighty, with its addition, to be 
ctfelfifuted, and in it, from time to time, were to 
be created the fignori, the ten mafz,iftrates for war, 
and tlie" eight for the guard, in luch manner as 
thcife magiitfates were wont to be eledcd in the 
feresttQtxduntil, dbfcrvine the order of eledions 
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difarranging the public councils 
fupplies of money, admonifhed 
examples, the law provided, thn 
of money, and impofitions of ta: 
lie occafions, Ihould be pafled, in 
the council of eighty, with the t 
thirds of the black votes or bal 
ihc forms of ballotting, and be c 
greater council by a divifion of 
black votes, and one more. The 
1^1 J. and the fame day, in Oftober i 
fame council, they proceeded to i 
new gonfalonier. At the firft ba 
choice, but at the fecond Giovar 
Ridolfi was elefted, and, in the 
council, took upon him, with the ( 
fupreme magiftracy.* 

This plan of reformation, howc 
terrified the pariifans and mod dc 



* In quefto tempo, per ordine d«' vin( 
zione nel libro publico, chiamato 11 prioi 
fatto, e, de* Medici reditu iti alia patri 
priorato, ch'cra entrato in ufficio a di 
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the Mcdicij as it appeared to them they fhould he 

in great danger, when an accommodation Ihouki 

be made with the kague, and the SpaniQi army 

fllQuld be marched out of the dominions, of being 

^aifi bftnilbed from Florence, to their total ruin, 

ibatpf the new conilitution, and the \yhole houfe 

of Mixlici ; and in this apprehenfion they were well 

jgrouodcd, for although there was in the new plan an 

actempc at three natural branches, yet the executive 

ppwer|,aiid ^hepower of the purfe, were both left in 

the hands of the ariftocracy, which would have 

in(Untly produced a divifion both among nobles 

:and\p^oi^e, and the deftruftion of the houfe of 

iM^diPsL a^s well as of the feeble popular branch of 

jjie conftitution. Here was the befl: poflible op- 

jp^itun^ty . for introducing the mofl pcrfedl form, 

by^ giving the executive power to one of the Me- 

iJici, the power of the purfe to the people, and 

..the legiflAtive power to both, together with the 

c^nobility : but either no man underftood the fub- 

/^^9 or too much ambition in the Medici, too 

. Iftuch |)ridc in the nobility, or too many prejudices 

J ia the people, or all three together, prevented 

it. The eledlion too of Rodolfi, who was thought 

be^ as indeed he was, a fpirited man, of a ce- 



^^^oni d* animi, c di pkcnfieri, e delle opere, quale fia ftnta 

*3tmprc la diveriit^, e la contrarieta de gli humori d* nollri 

cittadini. Conciofia cofa che io hebbia vediito i figliuoli dif- 

"^•fco'rdare^ padrl proprii, et i frattlli da i racdefimi fVatdli 

.-'^hcn* ^ioni di qiiefta ftoiu favola del mondp, fecondo che 

'" iphiafc^no i ftato vinto, e traportata dali* empieto de' pi:oprii 

^.^^f pc^fi, Nardij Kb. vi, p. 266., 

j* fc n^rii pas pii comprende, j'amais, ce que c'eft, que la 
-'^inopfeflt; Qu'eft ce que c'eft, que la nobleficr faid one of 
^' .^efifft dutRefles in France^ Ah iiwdame, C*c{l un droit divin, 
-JJ*(3tf-a gcnrleman in cx>mpany. Ou», tou* come la royaute, 
^ <feWI de ftlcftttj, je vous cotoprcnd bien, replied the lady, 
^oiir WIkkT tCto rtiuch fenfe to pique herfelf oi\ her diYinity, or 
=^/^6%eBcvf -* i^4lUble of the matter. : 

:ss-i ^. -M ---.-;:. ^ ^ Icbratcd 
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Irated houfe, moft ilUiftriotis parentage, afld 
Im: reputation, incrcared the itrror, elpcciaj 
iKidolti, in the deliberations on the new refoim 
In, had difcovercd himfclf miiL-h in favoiir of 
BpLilar life, and having been ordinarily confpic 
Is in the fadion of Fiaiel'ca, among whom 
Id been incorporated among the firft atier Valo 
Id having aUvav?, in all times, conjunftiires, ai 
■cuiu (lances, favoured that pariy which was i 
lys in oppulliion to the hoiik of Mcdiei, as 
linikrt to any one who his any knowlalge 
pie limes; whereupon n-.any ot the moft op 
lends of the iVIedit-i, and thote who moil dread 
Jpopiilar government, entered into clofc godC' 
Idi the cardinal de Medici, for the purpofc 
Irrcding the errors which Ginliano his broth 
his loo great facility, had fufiered lo Aide 
I was not difficult to dilpofe the cardinal to th 
"ilicy found him, Cncethe laie reformation, imc 
- lame apprclienfions, and in the fame difpt 
|in wiih ihemfelves, neither himfetf, nor Mel 
liiilin, prior of Capua, his coufm, and a natu 
whu romaincd of that Ginliano who died 
kyS by die confpiracy of Pazzi, judging it p 
mis; Icciifcly to tontinue in Florence, if the j 
lent remained in that manner in ilie har 
: peoj')lc, and at the free difcietion of I 
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(late and liis hoiiCe, dvvcllirg only upon g? 
obfcrvanons, and not defcending ro any pai 
lais Willi thole whom he believed lo, be 
firous of. a popular governnient, bin will 
more ^confidential friends, and with thofe \t 
he knew to be dilcontented with the new regul 
of tho.govcrnment ; and, finally, he opened hi 
to».fcw, (hewing the necelTuy of a conve 
and ft baiia (o ^ Tmall number of citizens, in \i 
they, could confide, who miglit contract the 
to tbe form in which it llnod before 1494. t 
hands of the family of Medici. After thcte 
tices-beld at Sc. Antonio, the cardinal com 
Florence,' refolved to call a convention, and 
tiaft the ftate : then began thofe citizens, 
may. be called the blind, who lud been fo 
fcdttt'Sodorini, to fee, when it was too late, 
tbey bad no tooger power to provide a fcit 
tliaC danger noiv was at hand, which they hiti 
boenia^e to dilccrn at adiftance. 

Oiirtie i6diof September, i5i3,thcconvei 
wai affembled, the Medici and their frient 
afms^having feized the palace, which had 
left without a guard, becaufe Ridolfi, whc 
entered on his office of gonfalonier, eiiher fn 
v/aat of jealoufy of the Medici and the rici 
who was yet with his army at Prato, or tor 
other reafon, not only had not armed the pq 
9s, in order to eftablilh the nea- govetnmcm, i 
Dcccflary to do, biit he had caufed it to. b« 
armed of the few guards which had t»een ftaii 
there. by tlic tnag^Hiraies, after the privatior 
departure of Sodortni ; whecefore it was eafj 
the Medici and their partifans to feize the pa 
The lignori and the gonfalonier, and many 1 
citizens, feeing the palace taken, and the abf 
determination of the Medici and tUeir armet 
L4 k 
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wei's to' coniraift the flate, and that they cpi^ 
longer fuppon the popular govcmmwir, agreed 
th Giuliaao de Medici, whowjsin council, and 
d orders from the cardinal what to do^ The 
opie were accordingly called together in con- 
■niion, according to the ancient cuftom of their 
irliamenis, in the piazza; the ftgnori mounted 
e roflrum, and a balia was created, cbac is, a 
11 power was given to fifty-five citizent for a 
ar, with the faculty of prolonging it beyond 
at period according to occutrenees, for the con- 
T.ience and fupport of the rtatc and the govcrn- 
and with the faculty moreover of aifocia-* 
ig to themfclves in the balia fuch citizens as 
ould be tbcLight tjfeful to the ftate. The fijft 
ing refolved on was to add eleven member* ni 
eir number, making in the whole lixty-fix^ 
hofe names Nerll * has preferved. The ocit 
ing was to make a treaty with the league, and 
pay well to obtain the confent of the Spanifh 
niy to march out of Prato and the Floreniiuo 
Dminior s. An ambaffador was fent to acoooiw 
iny the viceroy of Spain, and another, the lociun 
nens of Maximilian the emperor. A ftrong 
lurd was placed in ihe palace; Ridolfi renounced 
IS office of gonfalonier; all liie members of tho 
niily of Sodorini were taken up and difperi'ed 
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arofc, and fecret plots were difcovered, whofc ob- 
ject was nothing lefs than the afl'affinarion of all 
the Modici. Among the confpiracors were 
toait^ powerful citizens. The chiefs of the party 
wene beheaded^ and the reft feverely punithed. 
At 'length the pope, Julius the Second, dies, and 
the roardinals in conclave,* on the feventh day, 
vmanimouily eleded Giovanni cardinal de Medici^ 
who aflbmed the name of Leo the Tenth, aged i 
thirty-fcven. This eledlion gave great fatisfadtion 
tOAll Ghrtftendom; all men cxpeding, from the 
recoile&ion of his father's great merit, and from 
the hmt of his own liberality, benevolence, cha-> 
xity^ -and irreproachable morals (fo fays the hilto- 
mo^ biit his actions difcover an ambition too 
powerfb) for his virtue) that L.eo would prove an 
czcrllent pontiff, and, from the example of his 
aoceftorsj a Jover of men of genius and learn- 
ibgi. His firit tranfaction was his coronation, 
\vQitdi. was performed with fo pompous an appcar- 
coDce of his family, and all the prelates and nobles 
fixmi all parts, and fo great a concourfe of the 
Roautti people, that Rome had never feen fo proud 
a ciay (irhce the inundations of the barbarians : 
the ftandard of the church was carried by- Alfonzo; 
thte of the religion of Rhodes by Giulio de Me- 
dici, all in arcnour^and mounted on a noble courfer, 
for he was by nature inclined to arms, though hi^ 
deftiny drew him to the church. Such mag- 
aificeace confirmed the vulgar in their expec- 
tations of happinefs from this pontificate, which 
was likely to abound in liberality and fplendor, 
as the expences of that day amounted to an hun- 
dred tboufand ducats: but men of better judge- 
mems urere of opinion, that fo much pomp neither 

^ GuicchiiU'diD, lib, ix,-^Nerli, lib. vi. p. 124. 

became 
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jeame a pope, nor was fuitable to the timff^ 
vhicU required more gravicy, iimpliciiy, and tnou. 
leration. This exaliaiion of Giovanni occafloied' 
;reat njoicings in Florence,* for both the jriendi 
ind enemies of the family were pleafed, thougfa 
"ordifterent reafons ; the former from the hope of 
iCQcKis and advantages, and ilic latter from the ■ 
xpeciaiion of fecuiiiy, and die univerfal tranquil- 
ity of the city, which they thought would fuc-« 
:eed. There remained, however, a fecret diicoo^: 
ent in the hearts of the wife, as may well iM 
Qiagined, who could forcfee at a diftance, tliatfo 
nuch grandeur in one family, whofor fixty yein 
vid held in their hands the fupreme authority trf 
he govcrnmem, might in time be the means of 
heir return, and enable them to reform the ftate- 
rom a republic to an abfolute principality. Upoo 
his glorious occatTon were liberated from the^ 
owcr ot VoUcna, V'alori, Folclii, Nicholas Ma-« 
hiavel, and all tiieodiers who, on account of die 
itc cunl'piiacy, had been liitheno imprifoned; a 
onfpiiacy which, if no farther attempts liad been 
lade., and the two who had been beheaded could 
ave been rcllorcd to life, would now have been 
'holly forgotten. The Sodorlni too were ail fet 
t liberty, becaufethecatdinaLofth.it family had 
ancurred with his vote in the creation of the 
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carcVinal's niece fhould be married lo Lnio^i Pvidolfi, 
his nephew by a lillcr, and the cardinal at Mrll 
Icemed Iktisficd wich the excliange, but it after- 
waids appeared that he took it very ill. A fnlen- 
did cmbaify ot' twelve honourable and noble citi* 
lens'was now fcnt to the new pope from the city 
of.plorcnce. In all this grandeur of the houfe, 
in a few days appeared at Rome Giuliano, Lo- 
renzo, and Giulio de Medici, toconfult with the 
pope concerning fevcral of their affairs, and the 
divifion of their greatnefs among them : it was 
finaiiy refolved, that Giuliano fliould remain at 
Rome, with the title of gonfalonier, and captain 
oi the holy fee ; and by means of an alliance 
which he made with a lady of the blood of Savoy, 
aunt of the king of France, he fecured to himfelf 
the duchy of Nemours, and thus he voluntarily 
gave up all pretenfions to the government of Flo- 
rence. Lorenzo contented himfelf with the Hate 
of Florence, and foon returned to govern it,' in 
the fame manner and form as his father and his 
other' ance(loi"s had governed. G/iulio was pro- 
moted to the archbifliopric of Florence, vacant 
by the death of Cofmo de Pazzi, with the prof- 
pcft of being made a cardinal at the firft fubfe- 
quent creation which the pope fhould make. In this 
manner, in the beginning of the pontificate of Lea, 
did the Medici divide among themfelves the ilate, 
and their own power and emoluments. Lorenzo re- - 
turned to Florence, and confulted with the prin- 
cipal, citizens about giving orders for reforming 
the government in all things, according to the 
intentions of the pope, reiolved on in Rome, to 
the Hate it was in before, 1494. They were veiy 
attentive to haften on the general fcruthiy, bccaufe 
olthe abfence of fo many citizens, who for vari- 
ous reafons had gone to Rome, and after the 

creation 
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rcatlon of ihc pope were not in haftc to return ; 
nd wlien it was finifhed, iinborfed, and begun to 
c ul'ed, a council of fevpnty was made by Lo. 
cnzo, tor life, in the form and with the autliOfitjf 
s in the time of liis orandf:it!ier in 1482 ; and 
ders were alfo given to coniliriite a council of 
hundred, which from fix months to fix months, 
rcording to ihc ancient ciiflom, fhoiiMbedraxni; 
nd into ihis council of an hundred, at ihctr 
Icifure, might enter all who had been gonfolonien 
f juUice ; and in it were debated and detemniiied 
11 provilions of money, inipolitions of raxes, and 
tl laws and ordinances of moll inrportance, which 
ad been previovilly approved in the council of 
:venty : and to enlarge tlieir fvrtem ftiU mpre, 
nd mike it more imivLTlally fatisfaftory, ihcy 
rdaincd larcher, to draw from time to time the 
ncient councils of ihe people, and the cotnriKMU, 
'hlch might determine nn the peiiiions of privUC 
?;fons, which (hoiild be htlt pulicd in the council 
f feventy ; and in all cafes which could occur. 
fid ioY the fecurity of the ftatc, nUhougtt ihey 
.lopted [hefe ordinary councils, they miiniaincd 
Iways firm th;; aiiihoriiy of ihtrir balia, which 
as prolonET'-d and mainraincd conrtantiy in being 
mil the revolution in the (late, which happened 
7. The ffniliny cndt-d, ihey created the 
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power of the balia, the divifions ftill continued 
aaiong the principal citizens; Tome were for ma- 
king the government more popular, others more 
ftriftocratical : and thefe divifions, which continued 
tSl 151^7,* gave much trouble to the Medici. 

The affairs of the Medici and of the ftate be- 
ing tbvis fettled, Giuliano began to think he had 
bedooverfeen, in leaving Florence to his nephew : 
and Lorenzo, amidft fuch grandeur in his houfc, 
begun CO be difcontented at remaining without any 
princely title, and at having no other than a civil 
#ank in Florence ; wherefore he fhapes his courfe 
to Rome^ and communicates his intention to the 
pope. 

He returned in 1515, determined to be made 
captatn-general of the Florentines; and this dig- 
nity was folemnly aflumed by him from the hands 
of 4be gonfalonier of juflice, who was at that 
time chimenti fernigi, in the prefence of the fig- 
, nori^ and of all the magiftrates, and a great part 
of the people aflem bled in the piazza with the 
ftaff of command, and the other public enfigns 
ufually given to a captain-general, with the greateft 
ilemonftrations of joy and univerfal rejoiQings. 
'■ In this manner began Lorenzo to depart from the 
Mtiem manners of his family, and to lay afide in 
aU things that mode of proceeding popularly in 
hi%4refs, converfaiion, and intercourfc with the 
xifizens, which had ever been obferved by his 
pitedttceflbrs. Having alTumed his title and mag- 
ni&rtoce, he went to Lombard y, to make his 
c<)uit to thfe king of France, who was come tc 
Italy to e{blbli{h his authority in Milan, which h€ 

• Epiino i cittadini appreflb a'Medici molto diviii, e dcttcr< 
qpefte diviGoni, che fi mainternnero fetiipre ne' urimi citcadixi 
m gpvcfrto, difnolte diflxculia a* Medici per mfino al 1527 
Nctiif p. Z39. 
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king, and the pope fet out oi 
logna, to hare an interview 
through Florence, he made 
city '- with great pomp. Bet 
the king many things were a§ 
mutual defence, and the ma 
power; and Lorenzo, becaufe 
to increafe his importance, and 
duke, folicited the pope, und 
France, to undertake an encerpri 
as ft was thought the king could 
the pope having reftored Parr 
two cities which Giulio had ad 
the church when tlie French lofi 
Ian. But the projecl of an ente 
bino was very difagreeablc toGii 
and he warmly oppofed it as an 
tude, confidering the civilities 
family had received in their exil 
dom. The pope was advifed t< 
vogH to Bologna, and reflore Mc 
to the duke of Ferrara ; but ( 
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vp to its old tyrants, and fo great a number of tlie 
nobility, who had openly declared againft cheni in 
&vour of the apoftolic fee, facrificed to their re- 
vengc, diffuadcd it. Giulio, though of illegiii- 

• Q^te birth, had been prooioted to the cardinalQiip 
by^Jbeo, in the firft month of his pontificate, by 
means, of witneflcs, who -preferring the favour of 
iiWn before the truth, depofed> that his mother 
had obtained of his father Giuliano a promife of 
niarriage. Giuliano this year came to Florence in 
ill health, and refided fometimes in the city, 
Jind (bnietimes out of it in the neighbouring ci- 
ties, not without exciting great jealoufy in Ld- 
ren^o, and Alfonfina his mother, who in the ab- 
fenoe of her fon governed. The pope was in 
great perplexity, and could not determine whether 
to undertake the enterprife againft Urbino, fo 
much refifted by his brother, and fo ardently de- 
fired by his nephew ; and he hefitated the more, 
becaufe hedifcovered that the king of France had 
coofented againft his inclination. Giuliano was fo 
ill, that he could not, but by his agents and let- 
ters| cenfurc the project to the pope, and Lorenzo 
by bis affiduous folicitations held the king well 
difpofed to his inclinations, and was continually 
abouc- the pope with perfuafions to undertake it, 
Thf5 interview between the pope and the king at 
Bojogo^ being finilhed, the former returned to 
Flonence, apparently refolved to give fatisfadion 
to -bis nephew : yet he proceeded to take meafures 
for- the. enterprife, on account of Giuliano, wicli 

Tome circomfpedion. But the diforder of Giuliano 
iacreafing, he died at Badia de Fiefole, where he 
refided for the benefit of better air, in March 

/«i5i6. A few days after the pope left Florence, i 
and returned to Rome, 

Lorenzo 



yyj^^ Hi vummory : Lorenzo \vj 
of an army, compofedof thcfc 
of the church and the FIor< 
pope deprived -f- Francefco Ma 
nions by folemn fentencc, and g 
of the duchy of Urbino, in 
Lorenzo his nephew, all the 
their hands to the bull. 
1517. In the year 15 17 certain c 
confpiracy againft the pope, anc 
dorini was found among the g 
confeffion of their error, the po 
with great humanity; but upc 
in order to fill up the college, he 
motion of cardinals, among wh 
nephews of the Salviati and Rid< 
this time the citizens of the { 
were in fecret very difcon tented, 
duke Lorenzo, defiring to red 
tiient to the form of a principa 
difdain to confult any longer wit 
and his fellow citizens as he ufcd 
very fcldom audiences, andwithn 
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in him more grandeur, and more of the qualities 
of a prince, and he made himfelf more honoured 
than any one of the boufe of Medici ever had 
doqe ^1. the iixty years that had paflied between 
1^434 and 1494: and the citizens, who had borne 
^ aiuch envy againli Galleatto de Medici, found, 
in the example of Goro, reafon to acknowledge 
and repent of their error; for Galleatto, who had 
froo) the duke Lorenzo the fame authority, and 
the fame employment, before Goro, and was befides 
of the family or Medici, did the pubUc bufmefs ot 
the palace, and went in perfon to confer with the 
citizens, and was fatisfied with civilly ferving his 
patron, and with being more in reality and lefs in 
appearance. Lorenzo now made a journey to 
France, having made an alliance with the king. 
In 1518 he returned^ with his lady, and the mar- 
rime was celebrated with much pomp, rejoicings,* 
az^f fefUvity. Many citizens at this time, havmg 
difcovered the inclination of the duke, and that 
lie was determined to reduce the (late to the form 
of a principality, would not confent to it. Some 
withdrew themfelves from public afFairs, defpair- 
ing of the commonwealth ; others confined them* 
felyes to their houfes, under pretence of ficknefs; 
but others, having more courage and better fup- 
pplt, ,\^ent to Rome, under the protection of 
the jpope; and the duke, to make the lad effort 
ip diipofe the pope to reduce the iUte of Flo- 
rence to a principality, went to finifh his nup* 
dah a( iS^omc, and carried with him Vettofi and 
ot^ozzi;^ in whom he confided, and with whom he 
often confulted ; and after many intrigues with 

* Si £Kero le noize fontuofiffime, coa molta pompa, alle- 
grezza, e ftStk grandiffima. Nerli, p. 1311^ 
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m norencc, trom various plac( 
a good number of their frienc 
partifans, to aflift, as occafion 
the prcfervation ot the public ( 
ferving the conduft of thofe 
given any caufe of fufpicion ; a 
tino da Ricofoli was imborfcd 
cardinal de Medici, who arriv< 
the death of the duke, being d 
give orders, regulated all thin 
fad^ion.* After the funeral of 
dinal entered into intimate 
the principal citizens, and 
government, according to ih' 
which the pope had given t< 
he then remained, by order oi 
government, to give further 
citizens, whom he knew to be 
proceedings of Goro in the life 
and the great authority he had 
greater than the duke had gi' 
duced the bufincfs of the mag 
cuftoms of office, and the mode 
the public money, in fuch n 
appeared a very great and un 
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10 other or greater difficulties, than the iifual 
liviiions among the citizens of the date; fome of 
rhom contended for enlarging^ and others for re- 
brainiog the elections of magiftrates : wherefore, 
tiofe who wifhed the ftate more contraded, at 
lie liead of whom was Ridolfi, oppofcd them- 
Avcs to Salviati, who, by order of the pope, was 
KCurned to Florence with the cardinal, and he, for 
(Hitrary reafofis, was oppofed to them ; and be- 
SUife the cardinal went on, amufing fometimes 
lie, and fometimes the other party, and fupport- 
;|gboth, their divi (ions were much more apparent 
tjthis time, and the heads of each difcovercd 
^cmfervcs with lefs diffimulation than they had 
iaae in the life-time of the duke : indeed the 
ifiSbofions of the citizens arofe in all important 
feirs which the cardinal had to provide for, or 
iit> think of, in his government; whereas in the 
fher, in the mod important affairs they followed 
^ which was ordered daily by the pope with- 
Alt any difficulty. The cardinal fcems to have 
Averted the faftions from any effcftual oppofition 
:> his government, by playing them one againfl: 
t|C other, and fomenting their mutual animofi- 
1^: for his government was very fuccefsful and 
!illgal, and money was favcd in it to pay off the 
^blic debts. Bur the war foon followed, of the 
<^ Leo the Tenth, and Charles the Fifth, who 
^lately fucceeded Maximilian in the empire, 
^inft the French. The cardinal was fent with 
14: army, as apoflolical legate, and went into 
tiDUibardy, leaving in his place, in the govern- 
lent of Florence, the cardinal di Cortona. The 
ffairs of the pope and emperor fucceeded prof- 
eroully againft the French, who loft Milan : but 
>e pope, on the laft of November, 1521, died, 
od finilhed, in the midft of fo much grandeur^ 
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dcnly departed trom Milan, and rci 
rence, where he found that the.figi 
gocxl orders for the confervation of 
that Francefco Vettori, who was 
juftice, the cardinal di Cortona, j 
cipal citizens in the governmen 
every provifion, and taken every pn 
occurred for the benefit and fafet; 
and he found too, on fo great an 
fudden and unexpefted death of the 
inchnanon in all the principal cit 
iiniverfal delire among the people 
the ftate in the hands of the cardin 
aud all this felicity arofe from his 
mcnr, whicli, fince the death of the < 
had been fo univerfally agreeable 
now with the principal citizens, ord 
for defence in the war which Ren: 
the favour of the French, had exc 
with a view to change the goveri 
rence. 

This war was fomented by the c 
rini, and occafioned a frefh deck 
his family, that they were rebels, 
them in greater calamities than the 
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difpofe of the authoiity of the baH.i, and leave 
the government freely in the people, with a cer- 
tain authority referved to a fenate for Hfe, to confift 
of the beft citizens, and referving to himfelf a 
ccnain authority and balia in feme things during 
his life : and when the principal and moll fuf- 
pedi'ed peWbns in this war were fecured, although 
an army was ftill in Siena, thefe difcourfes con- 
tinued and increafcd. Many were fo eager, and 
{o drawn away by their wills and their love of 
novelty,, that they began too foon to defcend to 
particulars concerning the manner of reforming 
tihe government, which they believed and faid 
ought to be undertaken ; and they propofed the 
mode of ekdting the gonfalonier of juftice, and 
iboie of them would have him for life, as he had 
bten when Sodorini was ele&ed in 1502, and 
^Others defired he might be elefted annually, as 
Riddfi was in 1 5 1 2, Such was the zeal of many, 
deceived by their credulity and the ardent paffions 
which tranf ported them, that they began to fpeak 
more freely of the perfon to be elefted, and Acci- 
Aioli and Vettori were named, and Gondi ; but all 
agreed at laft, the better to conciliate the cardinal, 
to leave, for the firft time, the election wholly to 
him. Thefe praftices went fo far, that the citi- 
zens began to be publicly named and difcrimi- 
Bated, who were in favour of the reformation of 

;the government, and who were againft it. That 
party of the citizens who had counfelled the 

: cardinal to a large and comprehenfive diftribution 
.of honours, and who had ever taken the protec- 
tion of the generahty, appeared, upon thefe con- 
yerfations of a reform, to give fome attention to 
k; arid that party which defired to hold the pub- 

. lie ofEces and honours in fewer families, detefted 
and cenfured thofe who talked of any reformation 
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part of the citizens agitated, fom 
and others with fears ; and many \ 
as to write various models for fuch 
even in the prefence of the cardinai 
thefe fufficiently diftinguidied them 
Biiondelmonti and Nicholas Ma 
Nerli fays he faw thefe writings 
communicated to him by the authc 
of thefe intrigues. They were alfo < 
to the cardinal, who pretended to 
high efteem.* Alexander de Paz2 
moft elegant and beautiful oration, 
of the people of Florence, in praift 
nal, for the reltoration of the coi 
which Nerli remembers to have hea 
fore a large company at a fupper, w 
obtained a copy, he fent it to Ror 
dinal Salviati. Thefe fpeculations 
far, and were fo freely difcourfed o 
many ways, that it began to appe; 
dinal that he had permitted them to 
and he thought of means to reftra 
found, things had gone fo much beyc 
tions, fome difficulty to refift their 

fortune rweCer^tRA KifiA 
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time of the rife of Rucellai, a certain fchool of 
young men of letters, and of elevated genius, 
among whom was Cofmo Rucellai, who died very 
youpg^ though he had excited great expectations 
an^dng the literati. This fociety was much fre- 
qvientcd by Nicholas Machiavel; and Nerii fays, 
he was a. molt intimate friend of Machiavel, and 
had frequent converfations in this club.* . Thefe 
gentlemen not only amufed themfelves, but made 
a tufinefs and duty of exercifing themfelves in the 
.ftudy of hiftory, and in making obfervations and 
reflexions upon it. At their requeft Machiavel 
compofed his difcourfes upon Livy, and liis trea- 
tile of military matters. Thefe perfons went on, 
thinking, by an imitation of the ancients, to effedt 
fomething that (hould be grand and noble, and 
render them illuftrious* At length they wrought 
themfelves up to the thoughts of a confpiracy 
againJH the cardinal, and did not well confider 
what Machiavel in his difcourfes had written to 
then) on the fubjeft of confpiracies; if they had 
well confidered his reflexions, they would either 
not have engaged in the defign, or, if they had, 
would have proceeded in it with greater caution* 
The heads of this plot were Zanobi Buondelmonti 
and Luigi Allamanni. Their intention was to 
a^aflinatethe cardinal de Medici, and thus reduce 
the city to a free government, and reftore liberty 
to the pcoplp, as they enjoyed it before 15 12. 
Apd^After the death of Leo the Tenth, they fent 
Batifta dclla Palla, who was in the confpiracy 
with them, to cardinal Sodorini, in order to in» 
form him of their indignation againft the cardinal, 
and to pcrfuade him, as an exile and an enemy of 
the Medici, to make, with Renzo da Ceri and the 

* Guicchiardin, lib. ix. 
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in it were obliged to fly, and w« 
icii. ptriicuUrly Biiondelmonti, . 
Bruccioli ; and others were app 
headed ; by which means the c 
fccured in the enjoyment of h 
well as his hfe, and an end was 
defigns and idle difcourfes of a 
i;22. In 1522 the cardinal contri\ 
Leghorn, and at Florence, with 
in confequence of which card 
imprifoned in the caftie at Ron 
from fomenting further defigns a 
and the cardinal dc Medici bee 
rite with the pope and the empc 
juftcd with the pope all his af 
gave orders, that Hippolito, a 
duke Giuliano, and Alexander, 
the duke Lprenzo, (hould be 
care of Rofo Ridolfi and Giova 
might avail himfelf of them, in 
the reputation and authority oi 
houfe of Medici, in the fiicc 
Cofmo, who was called the fath 
in the beft manner that he coi 
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contempt of the cardinal, he had a Hberaht)^ and 
^ greatnefs of foul, which enabled him to acquire 
die higheft fame in the military art, which he had 
pprfu^from his tender years: in (hort, according 
jjgffJcrli, who knew him^ he was poffefled of evety 
yfSttijiC and quality of a great prince. 
I la September 1523, pope Adrian died ; and, ] 
9^X a long conteft, in which the cardinals ^s/Lere 
t^o months in the conclave, on the 19th of Na- 
VCfpber the cardinal de Medici was created pope, 
yi4 afTumed the name of Clement the Seventh, 
jfUKl thus united the fovereign authority, which h^ 
bold in Florence, to the cxtenfive power of the 
^urch; upon which happy eledion, as it was 
called, there were great external figns of joy in 
Florence, in the fervor of which an event hap- 
PfCi^ed remarkable enough to be related : — in the 
i(i^cancy of the pontifkate many wagers had been 
yifd concerning the new ele<ftion ; among many 
ildpio loft was Peter Orlandini, who being too inv< 
portunately folicited by the winner to pay, aa« 
urered in. great warmth, that he would not pay, 
umiL it was determined whether the eledlion had 
\ieen made canonically or not. Thefe words were 
'u^pojited to the magiftrates, and, after the impon- 
tvdoc of them had been confidered by the cabalp 
l^eter was fummoned by the eight of the balia^ 
Wflupon his appearance was feized, and beheaded 
jfi a few hours. — Soon after the creation of the 
pope, the Sodorini were reftored to their country, 
jbccaufe, although at firft their cardinal in conclave 
bad been zealous againft the Medici, his friends^ 
god particularly the cardinal Colonna, had labour*- 
td to reconcile him, and fucceeded lb far, that^iis 
l^phews were reftored, and he remained after* 
luards in the good graces of his holinefs, Palla 
^uccellai^ with nine others^ were fent ambafla- 

dors 



TWK.IK, (.tuiuiuud Jij uiiL'iuung in( 
fome of them having notice of 
the will of the pope, and all of 
ing that the pope had dcrerm 
fatisfy him, and conftraincd b 
than fwayed by any rcafon or incl 
of his holinefs one of the youi 
the ftate of Florence. The pc 
lito, the fon of the duke Gin 
guardianfhip of the cardirml di ( 
he was yet too young for fo grea 
and Ottaviano de Medici had 
family affairs, and the controul 
fomily of the Marrnificcnt Hip 
called^ and as his father had bee 
time of their exile, and when h( 
duke of Nemours. Ottaviano wa 
care of Alexander, the fon of the 
In this manner were difpofed all t 
the ftate of Florence and the h< 
and thus they remained for four y< 
when a general fcrutiny was m 
very extenfive, and therefore tt 
univerfal fatisfaftion. 
IC24. If^ ^524 a civil war broke out 
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At defeat of the French before Pavia, when the 
g was taken prifoner and conduded to Spain by 
^emperor. In this tranquillity of foreign affairs, 

J.cardinal di Cortona hadj however, enough 
^ p to cement his government, amidft all their 
cx)ptents, and his own ungrateful manner of 
^jng the citizens ; for the bed friends, as well 
others, did not find in the government of the 
>e that which had been promifed, nor thofe 
Editions and qualities of profit and honour 
|cb they relifhed fo much in bis mode of pro- 
adipg and government while he was cardinal : 
r^jcpuld the cardinal di Cortona perceive, until 
;i527 it became very manifeft, how much it 
ed to the benefit of the ftate, and the houfe 
cdici, that he ftiould ftudy the charadler of 
5,^qitizens, and the principles and motives of 
iir^divifions and.diflenfions; efpccially after the 
;ty, the moft decided in favour of the Medici, 
j^.pf confequence the moft odious to the gene- 
jty, had been uncommonly weakened by the 
^K of Allemanni, Corbinelli, Serriftori,andfome 
l€f s, the moft warm in their party, and the moft 
ious of any oppofition to the prefent govern- 
r^t. After them too Ridolfi died ; but he, 
Ebre his death, by an intermarriage with the 
Cjt^ziy had been fomewhat cooled, and dreaded 
^^tlian formerly a change. The other party, on 
f 'contrary, were much exalted in their hopes 
3 confidence, as they had increafed in reputa- 
E^, with the Strozzi, Capponi, and Guicchiar- 
1% who, by their great quality and riches, drew 
fi them a ftrong band of honourable citizens : 
^ thefe concurred Vettori, being a relation of 

fponi, and an intimate friend of Philip Strozzi; 
, as to the Salyiati, although Jacobo was (hut 
iiy Rome, (here remained in Florence the fons 
. ' of 
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farion increafing it, difcovcrfc 

fnch popular principles and 

acquired fo much popular ben* 

who were defirous of innovati 

bcral government, appeared re 

cient fupport, v/henever a 

fliowld occur of changing the g 

canfes, however, produced t 

afFarrs of the war between th^ | 

in fufpenfe, and unaltered, 9 

the time that the king was pri 

ror in Spain : but after the k 

Wmfelf, and recovered his life( 

dom, being more determmec 

perpetual defire of recovering 

3nd a5 it appeared to him, aV 

hi$ fons as hoftages in the haw 

tha^ the conditions of the conv 

ration were too hard to be ol 

able to compofe his mind, ht 

determined to renew the war, 

the princes of Italy in the fai 

agreed with the pope and Ver 

with them a league againll the 



Guiccbiardin and Nerli. 

goni, then governor of the people of the church, 
had the general government of the ecclefiaftical 
ftate; and Giovanni de Medici had the com- 
paod of the infantry of that patt abroad which 
■o commanded by comte Guido; and diere 
Accursed in this war, between Giovanni and 

' Qaklo, many difienflons : and with the king, in 
Incmmp, waathe marquis de Saluzzo; and for the 
Venetians, the duke of Urbino. This war began 
about the year 1526*. The imperial generals^ i 
to divert, the pope from the war of Lombardy, 
iivaded Rome itfelf, took the bourg of St- Peter, 

I ind plundered the palace of the pope himfelf ; 
»V being beficged in the caftle of St. Angelo, 
cooftrained to make a convention to his dif- 
Mvantage, to fend Philip Strozzi to Naples as a 
liaftage for the fecurity of the treaty, which, 
among, other conditions, contained a certain fuf- 
tagniion of j^a^ms. But all this fuccefs of the 
nqierialifts could not move the pope from the 
mat. The league fent Giovanni de Medici to 
llttielief of Rome; but he was killed in a ikir-r 
iQilh^ which relieved the pope from his jealoufy, 

1 jdiQtigh it expofed his capital to ruin. After the 

I death of Giovanni^ diofe citizens of Florence w1k> 

jikAtcd an alteration in the government began 

^;nke courage, and difcover their intentions^ 

SEbof proceeded to found all the citizens whom 

idkcy thought proper, encouraging them to the 

r. ^j^iHsrprife ; and at the fame time began the 

; f^^oanger nobility to defire the fame with thofe 

^ckieoi&who had encouraged and counfelled them^ 

to demand of the iignori and the public^ 

covering their rcqueft under a colour of 

mfiuDg by fucb means to be able to ferve axuL 

. * Ncrlit lib* vii, p. 144. 
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large the govern ment, and had 

felves the univerfal proteftion o 

thefe young men entered princ 

mate connexion with Nichola 

whom concurred all the other ci 

to enlarge the government : an( 

council, in the magiftracy, and 

youths were the favourites of ( 

and Louis Guicchiardini, and 

courage as to confult with them 

nal di Cortona being, as he con 

flow in refolving, was ill qualifii 

this fecret intelligence, efpeciall 

liged to wait for inflrudtions 

every meafurc of his conduit. 

among the citizens made him 

which was the reafon that tht 

youths grew bolder every day. 

Gherardo Corfini to Florence t 

cations of the city ; but this mea 

popular. The news of the deat 

Medici threw the city into the \ 

lion ; and all thefe circumllanca 

men in their defign. 
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;iih impunity. At this time the pope fcnt car- 
;inal Cibo and Ridolfi to affift cardinal Cortona; 
wt this had little effeft. ' 

' In 1527 the French army began to turn their i 
Sktth towards Tufcany, the fufpefted in FIo- 
trite began to increafe, and the youth became 
boire' fyftematical and ardent than ever in their 
\SRtc to^ be armed; which they now demanded 
^th great confidence, as Louis Guicchiardini 
ms appointed gonfalonier. Cortona affembled, 
[i*touncil many citizens, to confult upon things 
^fuch confequence. Nicholas Capponi began to 
piincil with great eloquence, and without re- 
BiVc, to fay, that in treating of things of this 
mportance, which concerned the fafety of all, it 
tzs reafonable to hold the confultations in the 
idilace^ among a larger number of the citizens, 
Rat every one might more freely exprefs his fen- 
feients. Gherardo Corfini fpoke in oppofition 
6' Gapponi with fpirit in favour of the ftate : 
Ihd while the principal citizens were engaged in 
licfc altercations, the two armies were approach- 
ttj^ the city. The cardinal and the Magnificent 
Huppolito intended to ride out to the heads of 
hit' league, and to Guicchiardini, the pope's lien- 
^nant, to concert meafures for fecuring the affairs 
if Florence in their prefent critical fituation. 
riiere were in the piazza many circles of young 
lien, who anxioully waited for difturbances ; and 
U the houfe of Peter Salviati was a great rabble 
if thofe who, a little time before, had been 
concerned in thofe nodurnal tumults which had 
been excited ; th6 fervants of the guard of the 
Uiirutenant of police ; and within, with the gonfii- 
Ibhicr, where thofe chiefs, who at firft, with more 
^er and better counfel, had always managed 
^ofe intrigues which were called the petitions 



and had abandoned the (lace, as 
to maintain it any longer; anc 
prevailed, there fuddenly arofe 
confiifed rumour, and they baw 
of Liberty ! the People ! and 
fudden was filled with citizen: 
and confufion ; and many bega 
already conquered, to lay hand 
and thofc citizens were threatei 
fay and do as this diforderly n 
The more prudent fort of pe 
younger, endeavoured to prefer v< 
propofed various judicious plans 
was too great, and violence ha 
The detail of the errors and difc 
to be recited ; but nothing woi 
(hort of a declaration that the M( 
and the lignori were compelled 
Even Ni colas Capponi, and his 
were prefent amidft fuch diforde 
repented of the fallacy they ha 
day, and perceived that ftates, v 
change the foundations of their 
means of popular tumults, the 
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returned with Francis G\ icchiardin, and fome 
other refpcctable charad(. r. , and a military 
force ; made an accommodatic^n with the rioters, 
and rcftored the government of the Medici ; made 
a mew imborfation of the fignori, and imborfed as 
gonfalonier^ in 1327, Francefcantonio Nori, and 
dianged fome of the fignori for perfons Icfs fuf- 
pefted, and took every prudent meafure to fecnre 
the peace of the city. But fuch was the danger, 
that nuny abfented themfelves from the city 
dirough fear, not believing that the pope would 
pardon their behaviour. The city was in great 
confufion, fufpicion, and diflatisfaftion : at this 
time the army turned towards Rome, which on 
. the 6ch of May 1527 was facked by the French 
in their turn, and the pope was again (hut up a 
prifoncr in the caftl^. Philip Strozzi flew to Flo- 
rence with the news of the ruin of the pope, 
and began to promote a change in the government; 
and his lady, Clarifla,* the daughter of Peter de 
Medici, fitter of the duke Lorenzo, very gravely 
and boldly fafid to the cardinal Cortona and Hip- 
polito, that they ought to fly from Florence, and 
leave the city and republic free to the citizens. 

* See her fpeech at length in Scgni, p. 8, Bifognava 

£ima, che in tali termini fi lallino condotte le cofe, gover- 
rfi co'cittadini di maniera, che ne' pericoli, e nelle ftrct- 
4SB2ze voftrevi (i avelTono a mantenere amici, e infede, ficcome 
ne' pafTati tempi ii governarono gli antichi miei, che colla 
fiBDtiiezza, e colla benevolenza pii^ che coll' afprezza, e col 
^more, fi roantenevano fedeli gli animi de' cittadini Fioren- 
^fcif epoi in raolti loro awerfi tempi gli ritrovarono cofVanti; 
WfSL Toi, che coll' ufanze del viver voflro avete» anc6ra a chi 
Dol fapefle, fcoperto i voftri natali, e fatto chiaro a tuto 'i 
Sdondo, che non fiete del fangue de Aledici (a non pure di voi 
iifCendo, ma anc6ra di Clemente indegnamente papa, e dcg* 
iMunente prigione) che vi mamvigliate voi, fe fete oggi k^ 
cpdfti trava^ ne-' quali ayete tutta quclta cittst contraria 
aU^ voftra grandesza ? ^ 

* Vo^. II. N Upon 



afnitance, gave way to tortuncj 
fear, and others from hopes that 
to them by thofe citizens who def 
the ftate, and the ruin of the M< 
Cortona, finding himfelf in fuel 
without any afllgnnnent of money 
Strozzi, who was at that time de 
fignori, fent out of Florence Frai 
his deputy, with all the money ^ 
collefted, a movement which wai 
check in the whole game, made j 
lation between the city and the M 
out of Florence with cardinal Cib 
nificent Hippolito, on the 17th 
without being baniflied, and hav 
ftill in their favour, who (lood firn 
ment and the houfe of Medici to 
their departure the capiculation w 
and cardinal Ridolfi, who remain 
was conftrained to depart ; and ii 
popular government was introduc 
licentious, that Philip Strozzi, ai 
zens who had fuch an inclination 
and who were the heads and chiefs 
reftoring the ftate to the people, v 



Cuicchiardin and Nerii 

to record the tranfadions of the republic or po- 
pular ftate from 1527 to 1530, begins with the 
eighth book of Ncrli, and contains a circumftan- 
tial relation of every particular ; and this fame 
Segni has written the life of his uncle Niccolo 
C^l^ni. Varchi too begins his hillory about 
t]be fame tiiXK : fo that this period is well defcrib- 
cd by a variety of hiftorians. 

After the refolution taken by the cardinal di 
Cortona, and the principal citizens in the govern* 
ment, to refign the authority of the balia, and to 
leave the (late, by agreement, liberally in the hands , 
of the people, the balia aflfemblcd on the i6th of 
May,^ 1527, and the provifion, by which liberty 
Hn^s reftorcd to the people, and the government 
wholly conferred upon them, by the total annihi- 
lation of the balia, was received with great joy» 
But that, in fo great a revolution, they mighc 
proceed without fcandal, and that they mighc or- 
datn a government, free, pacific, and quiet, as, 
perhaps, thofe citizens had flattered themfelves they 
might do who were the principal authors of the 
change, and had been fo zealous for it, although 
very different effefks followed, as it generally hap- 
pens to thofe who place themfelves at the head of 
the people, and are the inftruments of changing a 
gpvernment j they began by giving order and form 
CO the government, that is, by taking the power 
into their own hands, inllead of giving it up to 
the people : they gave authority to the fignori, the 
colleges, and the council of feventy, and to the 
iDembers of the balia, to make, as well as they 
could, a deputation of thirty citizens for each 
quarter, giving a convenient iharc to the minor 
arts, according to the clafles at that time in the 
cUy » and they ordered that fuch deputation ffaould 
m^de by ballot, among the fignori, council, 

N 2 magiftrates, 



meaning fuch as had been ufuall 
council of an hundred, until tht 
All other officers were to be drav 
nary purfcs till the fame 20th 
which day it was determined that 1 
people, called the greater* counc 
mencc its authority : this greatei 
termined to have the fame ai 
orders, and forms, which it had I 
with certain limitations and c( 
new council of fignori coUegi wei 
fupernumeraries feventy, and th( 
to whom were given authority 
mode of making the new goni 
council of eighty was revived in 
before 15 12: then, in the abi 
gratitude to the Medici, for pei 
pular government to be revivec 
indemnity to them and all their ag 
HippolitO, Alexander, and the 
ter of Lorenzo, late duke of Url 
old balia was annulled ; but the 
had fcarcely afTcmblcd, before 
arofe if fome would not obferve 
made as now related, efpeciall^ 
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greater council ; but many, without waiting for the 
term prefcribed, would begin by aflcnibljng this 
council, and afting in it : and fome were even for 
beginning tumulcuoufly^ and without waiting for 
any limitations or corre6lions^ and without re- 
gaixling this law in any degree. Many others 
wcfe for removing before the time the fignori 
by force,' though, by the law, they were to con- 
tinue the month of June ; and becaufe the pro- 
vifion or law made by the balia for rejftoring 
pelK^eably the ftate to the people was not ob* 
Af^ed^ as indeed it was not, and becaufe the 
conceflion .and promife made by the Medici was 
aoC^£tly regarded, it was given out that they 
W^tTtk returning with force to recover the ftate 
ii^idl they ^had voluntarily Quitted, and whi^ch 
WM not taken from them by force, as many had 
vtiinly endeavoured a few days before ; and many 
fiike i^fnours were created, propagated, and exag- 
^raCcd', to terrify arjd confound the contending 
parties* Thefe at laft divided themfelves into 
two principal faftions j the Strozzi, Sodorini, &c. 
w«>e the heads of one, and Niccolo Capponi of 
die ether.' They had a long ftruggle to make the 
gonfalonier refign, and get poffenion of the pa- 
lace. The greater council was brought into being 
and a^ion before the time, and many other alte- 
ratioDs were made about the choice of magiftratesj 
but a tumult in the palace, with all the cperfua- 
fiebs of Capponi, was at laft fufficient to prevail 
upon the gonfalonier to refign. A new gonfalo- 
" filer is now to be chofen, and new regulations arc 
contrived for the eleftion, and, among a multi- 
tude of candidates, Niccolo Capponi is chofen. 

Niccolo Capponi had great qualities; but thefe 
alone were not the caufe of his elevation ; it was 
indeed the fecret influence of the Medici intereft 

N 3 which 



purle ot Che grand council> ca^l 
to nominate a citizen of fifty yc 
among thcfe fixty were to be 
the greater council, fix candidate 
gonfalonier. The fix who upc 
had the moft votes, were Can 
A. Strozzi, Nero, Bartolini, and 
ni. Each of thefe candidates had 
cipleSj fyftem, and party. For ( 
that part of the citizens who m 
hated the Medici, who wilhcd 
government, by means of whic 
revenged, by beating down eve 
under the government of the J 
reputation, influence, or power, 
curred a part of the fame citize 
reafons, but thc^ir ardor for hin 
the recolleftion of the part he h<^ 
againlt Savanarola in 1498. In ! 
red all thofe citizens who loved 
b^th free and quiet, fuch as that 
from 1502 to 1 512, when Pete 
gonfalonier for life. The party « 
united to a man againfthim; with 
he was upon tolerable terms : ^nd 
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►artifans of Nero and Bartolini were thofe only 
^ho hated all men who had ever held any place 
1 government, and wifhed for fuch as were en- 
ray new. Amidft fo many competitors, and 
iCh a variety of parties and views, Capponi was 
H^ed, though he had held offices of high tr^ft 
lid cohBdence under the Medici. He had in the 
liolc courfe of his life, public and private, been 
'wife, liberal, and irreproachable citizen; the 
^utation of his father and his anceftors had 
irfy rendered him illuftrious: he had as much 
(Iblution as he had ambition, and had maintained 
te charafter of an honeft man with all ; that of a 
fe republican with the popular party, and that 
fa man of honour and fidelity with the Medici 
femfelves, who unanimoufly fell in with his 
It^fs in the eleftionj Naturam expellas furca, 
bet ufque recurret. The dominant party will, 
I'^generalj in this manner prevail, though their 
^aers are in banifhment, and even though cx- 
oded by law. Capponi had married a daughter 
r Philip Strozzi, and this union of their fami- 
t^j and even the diverfity of their charafters,* 
td contributed to increafe the influence of the 

fimer. After the election of the gonfalonier, 

* 

* L'intcgrifa della vita, la temperanza, la fcverita, la 
irfimonia in allevar la famiglia fcrono reiplendere Niccol6 
|m dV>gni* altro per dignita, e per un vivo efempio di vir- 
tr^piaodo tn Filippo un nicxjp di vivere fciolto, I'ioconti- 
snza, la piacevolezza, la grazia, la deilrezza nel trattenere 
I uomini, la liberalt^. la licenza, la concefCone di fc ftelfo 
ttt ora alia \irti^ ora al vizio, ebbe fbrza di farlo amar 
enpre <k41a gioventii, riverire daila nobilt^, e accarezzare 
i\ popolo^ di tal maniera, che lebbene viveva in privats^ 
r^a, era nondimcno come un princ|pc. Varchi, lib. iii. 
o^. Segni Storie, lib. i. p. 12. vita di Niccolo Cap^ 
)0i^ p* 2* 
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by a plurality of votes in the gi 
five citizens, under the title c 
commons, to examine the acco 
who had handled the public mo 
perty, from the year 151 2. Tl 
tion of revenge and jealoufy, 
friends and inltruments of the M 
Other fchemes of perfecution ag 
Medici were contrived without 
crction, and in fpite of ail th 
Capponi and Philip Strozzi t 
Among other fchemes of pcrfe< 
tyrannical imaginable, which this 
now triumphant, praftifed again 
ty, was, at a time when a fum oi 
crowns) was wanciid by the put 
laWj that twenty citizens (houh 
fliould be compelled to lend t 
thoufand crowns each. Such is th' 
and the facred regard to proper 
mentinone center! This popi: 
carried to an excefs fo intolera 
Strozzi, the very father of the 
obliged to fly to Naples, though 
law was gonfalonier : but rerun 
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too, who was then returned from his embafTy ia 
France, was impriloned for being in arrear for 
part of 4 fubfidy, which they bad innpoitd upoo 
niiPjj not i^nly withouf equity, but bcyoad his 
ability. The gonfalonier could make no rcfiftanco 
10 this popular fury, which had now got the afcenr 
/dant; ,th^ great council, and their three months 
men. the fignori, governed without controul j an4 
bccaufe they could not glut their vengeance, upon 
the- perfons of the Medici, they took the imager 
in wax of the popes Leo the Tenth, and Clement 
the Seventh, and fcourged and deftroyed them ; 
zod the magillrates themfelves were fuppo^ed to 
have excited the youths who were guilty of this 
outrage, fo indecent in a catholic city : atleafl po 
roeafures were taken to fupprefs or to puaifli the 
riptcrs. An order was given by the magiftrateSp 
the eight of the balia, that the arms and enfigns 
of the Medici ftiould be taken down, in every 
place in the city and country, public and privat^ 
pvcn in the private houfes of the family, even 
fbom the monuments over their tombs. All ;hi$ 
was done, and many other invafions of their 
private property committed, in direft contenipc 
of the capitulation made with cardinal Cortpna 
and the Magnificent Hippolito, when they ret- 
£gned the authority of their balia, and voluntarily 
left the ftatc to the people. It is aftonifhing that 
the people themfelves fliould not have recoUcded^ 
that this courage had come into their hearts only 
from the prefent calamity of the pope, which 
might foon be at an end, and themfelves made (6 
feci the confequences of their prefent folly : but 
in fuch a tumult of popular paffions there is never 
any refleftion, prudence, or forefight. All thefc 
things happened in the firft months of the new 
government, iwhile the pope was in the power of 
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only four hundred j but for tJ 
fignori, the colleges, the ten 
eight of the balia, the number 
muft be full, as well as at the pj 
and theimpofition of new taxes 
In December, the pope accc 
fairs with the emperor, obta 
and retired to Orvieto for his 
This event increafed the num 
to the prefcnt government i 
brought again into reputation ti 
joyed it under the Medici. T 
broke out in die city. The t 
began to raife their heads ; an< 
render unpopular not only il 
Medici, but Capponi, and all th 
tleavoured to unite all parties 
tranquillity. Carducci, A. Stroz 
now formed a triumvirate, at th( 
tfon, againft Capponi and his ad 
young men and more aftive 
fide armed themfclvcs, both ur 
of defending the palace. This i 
poied of two parties, could not 
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ings oppofite to the charafter of Capponi, and 
:ry much refemblcd Carducci. This device cx^ 
led much licentious converfation in the city 
jainft Capponi, and many projects of a new 
>fi&lonier;ac die approaching ele6lion. Tiicfe 
lOFafllngs drove Capponi to a curious expedient 
obtain his election. He had always maintained 
.0ood charader with the friends of Savanarola 
le pnopheCy and in this time of the plague all 
mn were ferioufly inclined, and the fuperftitious 
Igan again to be frantic. Niccolo took an op-* 
:>rtunity, in the greater council, to make an ora-< 
EUi upon the times, in which, by the aid of a 
iientive menwry, he repeated, almoft word by 
Ofd, one of the mod terrible fermons of Sava- 
Molai which predifted lo many fcourges to Italy 
Ml to Florence, and, after (b much deftrudtion, 
nA felicity to the Florentine people; and endea-t 
tfuicd to (bew, that the times thus predicted 
fppc.SkrrWcd. In the courfe of his harangue hb 
nmght himfelf up to a fervour of enthufiafm^ 
^0 upon his knees before the whole alTembly^ 
od cried with a loud voice to God Almighty 
If^mercy. His enchufiafin fpread like a conta-^ 
;iMi^ and the wbde aflfembly fell upon their knees 
60* his example, and cried out with 9 voice like 
bfinder, " Miferacordia !" as they had been ufed 
SHiecimes to do when attending fome of the molt 
Ireadful of Savanarola's lectures ; and to conti- 
ifU his artifice, or his fi*enfy, he perfuaded the 
leople, in commemoration of ;he tribulations^ 
:Jbwifements, and judgennents of God, and the 
jciter to fecure the felicity promifed by Savana- 
t>lay that they ought to eled, for the peculiar 
iing of the people of Florence, Jefus the Re- 
deemer I and^ as Savanarola had faid in fome of 
his fermons^ that they ought to bear the cnfigns 



fviiu 1(4/5 lie wa:» prcienc amon§ 
of citizens, declares, that the 
than twenty * white beans, or 
propofition, when it was dete 
Capponi, by this proceeding, 
preflTion upon all orders, and ga 
tjfans, that, notwithftanding al 
of the families of his competico 
ekftion in June 1528. 
1528. Jn 1^28 began to bedifcov< 
no longer capable of diiTimul 
profound projei£is,f hitherto co 
art. An ardent defire of rcfta 
their grandeur in Florence w; 
ii^ his mind; yet, by an hypo 
t9 (hat as well as every other 1 
he endeavoured, by pubHc.d 
n)oft unequivocal terms, to p^i 
lines that nothing was further fr 
that he only delired the republi 
kim as pontiff, as all other priii 
had done, and that they woi] 
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* Ultimamcnte fece pafTare una pr 
rande, fopra di tutte 1' altrc notabiliflic 
iet^, per la quale fu eletto Gefu Chrif 



Gulichidrdln and Nerll. 

in their private afTairs h\> conncftions, nor take 
away the enfigns and ornaivjcnts which belonged 
to his family. . With a commiffion to this pur- 
pofe he had fent a Florentine prelate as his am- 
baiiador to Florence ; but as he had not obtained 
an. audience, he folicited, through the medium of 
the; king of France, that they would Tend an 
cmbafTy to him, earneftly endeavouring to remove 
^U their fufpicions, and by all appearances of can- 
dour, franknefs, and familiarity in his dealings 
with them, to difpofe them to fall in with his in- 
fidious defigns. As all thefe devices proved un- 
iuccefsful, he exerted himfelf to pcrfuade Lau- 
trcch, that as thofe who governed in Siena were 
dependents on the emperor, it would be iifeful to 
his affairs to rcftore Fabio Petrucci to that city ; 
Jbut Lautrech, from the oppofition of the Flo- 
rentines, would not engage in it. Failing in this 
way, he laboured in fecret with Pirro, who com- 
jplained of grievances againft the Sienefe, that with 
^cight hundred men, and fome exiles from Chiufi, 
Si): (houki feize upon that territory, and endeavour 
by that means to govern Siena : but the Floren- 
jtines infinuating to the French ambaflador, the 
▼iicount de Turenne, that the pope aimed at 
liothtng but difturbing Florence by the means of 
.JSiena» the ambaflador perfuaded him to give up 
jbc movement to Chiufi. 

Capponi, the gonfalonier, held at this time * 
4rith the pope a correfpondence, by means of 
Jacobo Salvati, by which the pope intended in 
time, and with patience, to overcome all difficul- 
ties, and obtain the reftoration of his family ; but 
che gonfalonier intended only to amufe the pope, 

« 

» Nerli, p. 171, 173. 

and 



enjoyment of its liberty. Th 
though conduced with fecrccy 
was communicated, however, 
tirft citizens in the governmei 
manni, though he knew the c< 
condu(5ted with the privity of th 
ibr the good of the (tate, wa 
competitors of the gonfalonier 
lencc Serragli, who had been fen 
the bufinefs, and a great clan 
againft the gonfalonier : frelh 
lilhed, and old ones reprinted j 
were again excited tumukuoufly 
cnfigns, and officers, to be clc£l< 
and the triumvirate prevailed f< 
new ordinance for the militia, by 
fation fhould be made of the yo 
from time to time a numbtrr dn 
guard of the palace. This w; 
making the government prifone 
tion. Alamanni at length pn 
violence, tumult, and outrage 
falonier, that the fignori, whc 
council were authorized to dei 
were obliged, in order to fup 
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he young foldiers, who now reproached their 
>wn leaders, the triumvirate, for having concurred 
n the (entencej although they had ftimulated 
inder-hand the offence, rcrhaps, to remove Car- 
tticci and Scrozzi out of the way of giving 
jaither difhirbance to the government, the firft 
ifas appointed ambafTador to France, and the 
ifcpnci to Venice. Both declined the employment; 
lUt as the laws would not permit any citizen to 
ehouoce anembafTy without alledgingjuft impe-* 
limei)ts, to be approved by the fignori and col- 
c^gcs, they applied to be excufed ; but their 
^afbns were not admitted, and they fell under 
he punilhment of admonition and other heavy 
penalties. Their arguments before the fignori 
Jid colleges only ferved to divide ftill more and 
l|ft:ra£t the public councils. Carducci at laft 
rent to France much againft his will, but Strozzi 
ras condemned and admoniflied i and this again 
fienated many friends from the gonfalonier, and 
weakened ftill further his party. But many grew 
reary of the endlefs confufions and anxieties arif- 
i^from this government in one center, and that 
^nter the nation. Thofe who had been in rcpu- 
iftion in the time of the Medici began to recover 
rcrdit, and the faftion of the triumvirate loft 
;^diund. The young men too were divided, fome 
ri|i'm]y attached to the gonfalonier, and others as 
eajous againft him, efpecially thofe who refentcd 
hii? pupifhment of Alamanni. The gonfalonier, 
rutting to a good confcience and upright inten- 
i^hs, proceeded in his negociations with the pope, 
f\ih the participation of his principal colleagues 
fi. jgovernment ; and this he thought the more 
eceflary, fin<;e the ruin of the French army near 
Naples made him fufpeft that the pope would 

reconcile 



Ncvertheltrfs, moved partly b; 
grandeur of the emperor, and 
enterprifes, and partly by the 
him more eafily than he could 
to affift him in the refloratior 
Florence, he had a ftrongcr 
emperor than to the king : d 
fign, he moreover moft earnel 
to his devotion the ftate of Pen 
he was believed to have (limul 
lione, who conftantly attempto 
in that neighbourhood, 
I329, In this conjunfture a frefh ; 
cd in Florence, to the great 
government,-}- againfl: Capponi 
fecond year of his m.agiflracy, 
by the envy of fome of the prin 
availed themfelves of the jcaloi 
of the multitude. The gonfal 
miniftrarion, as well as in tliis c 
two principal points in view ; 
frefh attacks of envy or refe 
had been placed in honour b; 
even to communicate to them 
the other citizens, the honours 



s were bo'h of p^rcat luility to t!ie rep'jbl:c> 
lie many ot thoic who had been jxTkciited as 
ies of the government, fioding themfelves in 
'j would have joined heartily with the others 
fend it } ^nd bccaufc the pontiff, though he 
\y defircd the return of his family-, would, if 
xfh provocations were given hinn, have left 
rmeqts to precipitation, and lefs grounds for 
; complaints he was continually making to 
• princes. But to this policy was oppofed 
unbition of many, who knowing that they 
Id be farther from a (hare in the government, 
tye lefs influence in it, if the friends of the 
lici, men pndoubtedly of more experience and 
t, were in it, minded no other bufihefs than 
of filling tb^ multitude with fufpicions of the 
J and his paftvt calumniating the gonfalonier, 
be might noc obtain the. prok)ogation of his 
jftracy fpr yhf tbij^d year,, as not having a fuf- 
pt hatred age^inft the Medici, Capponi^ un- • 
cdat thefe flanders, andthinkihg it very ne* 
iry that the pope (houid not btf {Jrovoked, en- 
him with letters and private mcffages, 
c related i a pra<5lice wWoh was begun 
cx)ntinued with.tftc knowledge aniHppioba- 
ofj.thc pirincijjal citizt-ns.in adminiftration, 
with no other ; end than.ro divert the pope 
(I taking %pe'/v^iolent mealiineS. As fortune 
l(4^bave it,'Viaving droppedi by accident and 
liftioufly ip the council cbaaib^'sa: latter from 
xie, in which were forne words^ tapable of ex-- 
;}gj fufpicion in fuch a^ v/ere uninformed of 
jjpriginal and: foundation -c^ the correfpoa- 
1^1 it (ell :imo d;e hands of J^acobo Gher- 
I, one of thofe who had feats in Uie fu- 
me couocil,.<flnd.Deere moft bitter againft ihe 
^faJpnier ; certain fcditious young men rofe in 
u and feized the palacr, reiaining the gonfalo- 
ioL, IL O nice 




Luac nis laiary uiouia be reduc 
oppoficion of the triumvirate 
brains of the people by their inc 
change was made in the govei 
cifco Carducci, a man proved 
his condition and his depraved v; 
thy of fo great an honour, was c 
Capponi was brought to his t 
himiclf with fuch eloquence and 
ed fo clearly that his conduft, in 
minal, had been dictated by tht 
in government, and merely for 
that he was acquitted with hor 
panied home to his palace by 
bility. Upon the privation of < 
no longer entertaining any hope 
fent the archbifliop of Capua in 
emperor, and, as Capponi had f 
almoft any terms that were den 
confideration of having his famil 
rence, and a natural daughter 
given in marriage to his nephe 
Medici, the fon of Lorenzo, lace 
whom the pope intended to inv^t 
grandeur of hishoufe, beca*--^ th 
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fend ducars a year wich his daugluor, and to rci:> 
ftate the pope in the podeflion of Cervia, Raven- 
lul, Modena, Raggio, and Rubicra. And thus, by 
their continual faSidns and divifions, the citizens 
of Florence found' they had difguftcd both the 
king of France ^nd the cnipcror: and thus it 
ufcially happens When fmall repubh'cs and petty 
priiutes intermeddle in the wars of great monarchs j 
the one m alliance thinks himfelf ill fervcd, while 
the other who is in enmity is mod grievoufly 
offimted) and vows revenge.* 

The particulars of the negociatiorts at Cam- 
bniy I the contradiftory reprefentations of their 
ttM umbaiTadors, Carducci and Cavalcanti, who 
wete of dif&rent parties ; the propofuions of an 
accontinxxlation with the emperor, made by the 
prince Doria through Louis Allamanni, and the 
rejeftion of them by the influence of Frnncilo 
Carducci, the new gonfalonier, and thofe citizens 
who were moft jealous of the Medici and their 
party^ are too tedious to relate, though they were 
r^cAed, and confequently the republic ruined, by 
thfc coofufed method of treating of foreign affairs 
in-a numerous and mixed aflembly, according to 
the new conftitucion. The emperor now arrives 
in.peribn from Spain, and all the dates of Italy 
feat ambafladors to pay him their refpeds, except 
Ftei^nce. The triumvirate, wich their new gon^* 
falooier, were afraid that either fomc of the old 
frietvU of the Medici, or fome df the friends of 
Capponi, who was at the head of the middle or 
newtral party, as it was called, would be fent, and 
by.this means come ngain into reputation; to pre* 
vcat ^hieh they notonly riflced the empei-or^s re- 
ieofunent, but deprived thcmfelves of the means of 

'^ ; ♦ Ncrii, p. 184. 
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iizens wouia not lupicriDc, as 
iaipofllble to unite the citizens 
a plan. The aninnofities of pf 
and Pazzi, a friend of Capponi 
able character, was accufed* of 
words. The profecution occa; 
Pazzi was tried and acquitted, 
have been imprifoned for his fall 
gonfalonier and his party had 
from juftice. In this manner di 
to increafe his authority, and 
feared, feek every opportunity, 
means, to deprefs his adverfari* 
fucceedcd againft Pazzi, he i 
purfued others with dill greater 
^S^9* About the middle of Auguft, 
rives in Genoa, and all the reft 
him ambafladors, a frcfli effort 
rence ; and, as it could not now 
gonfalonier conceived another at 
He prevailed to have the power 
fo confined, efpccially againft a{ 
pope, that they could obtain no 
the emperor than, ^^Firftacconr 
fairs with his holinefs." But t\ 
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cd, Strozzi, Capponi, Sodorini, and Girolami, 
who could no more agree among thenrifelves 
thsn with the empetoror the pope. They could 
never agree in writing their difpacches. Sodirini 
aod Girolami, to maincain their city in the French 
intereft, and in its obftinacy not to agree wich the 
pope in any mannerj would not concur wich Stroz- 
zi and Capponi in writing clearly and plainly what 
the emperor had faid to them. In September, 
the united armies of the pope and the emperor 
rcfolved on taking pofieffion of Perugia, and the 
pope gave notice to M^latcfta Baglioni to depart 
from that city. Malatefta demands of Florence 
men and money to defend it. In order to give 
the moft pointed offence to the pope, and to 
make their defiance the more confpicuous, they 
affected to extend it not only to his perfon but to 
the pontifical fee. They relblved in Florence to 
fetid three thoufand men to the aid of Malatefta, 
to prevent the church from recovering one of its 
principal territories j but with all this afliftance, 
Malatefta was driven out of Perugia, and marched 
to Florence, in confequence of an order from the 
gonfalonier, without the knowledge of ihc figno- 
ri,or council of ten, and againftih^.-ir judgements, 
as well as the general fenie of the citizens, who 
almoft unanimoufly dcfircd an accommodation 
with the pope. A clamour now arofe againft the 
gonfiilonicr and his friends, which obliged them 
to call to council many cltizL-ns of the oihcr par- 
tics, whom they had long ncgledted, who carried 
3 refolution to fend other ambalTadors to the pope 
with more ample powers of accommodation. But 
the gonfalonier had fubtilty enough to dcieat 



give way, and difpatch the ann 
powers : but he had ftiil the a 
liberations in council upon th 
modation. The ambaffadors 
ficulty to find the pope, anc 
among themfelvcs. Sodorini 
Strozzi to Venice ; Capponi n 
Florence, and labour openly anc 
fuade his fellow-citizens into ai 
and Girolami returns to oppofi 
is taken fick^ aiid dies at Carfa 
therefore, had a larger field ope 
tion to be gonfalonier, to whic 
ir.odated his difcourfc variouflj 



• Scgni, Vita dl Nlccolo Capponi, p 
t Intra le cagione, arte a rovinare 1 
ron la manco fono i cittadini, che fav< 
popolo, rrentrcchf ora per ritenere qi 
per racquiHarla, ccrcano di tare ogni cc 
titiidinc, nc s'aweggono, che dilirugg 
quefloeconfermato, conmokiekmpidt 
ddla Grcria, e piu modcrnamentc cor 
c^ove fi vede, a chi confidera quelle ft( 
zio, i cittadini pcpolari, eflere (lati pit 
vina, che quegli, r he favorivano rmur 
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ties of the citizens : from thofe whom he 
to be defirous of peace, he difguifed his fcnti- 
mcnts, and concealed his late conduft ; to the 
neutral pafty be propofed, that the city fliould 
ftand upon its defence^ and make the beft prepa- 
rations for it, but be ready co receive, or even to 
propofe, any rcafonable terms of accommodation 
on the firfl: favourable opportunity j but with the 
fadion of the gonfalonier, knowing their refolu- 
tion to be fixed to fee the city perifli rather than 
yiekl to any accommodation, he opened himfelf in 
private without referve, and declared himfelf de- 
voted to their fyftem. It is the general opinion 
ofhiHorians, as well as of Segni, "that the di- 
** vifions of the citizens into parties under the 
**■ triumvirate, and afterwards of thofe perlbns of 
^ middle rank, who, by means of their difcords, 
** came after them into power, as Carducci, Caf- 
•^ tiglione, and others, were the true caufe of the 
" lois of their liberties 5 for thefe pcrfons, though 
** few in number, among a people jealous of their 
**■ liberties, and full of parties and various hu- 
*' mours, found it eafy to agitate their fclloW- 
'* citizens in fo violent a manner, as to make 
" them refolve upon fuftaining a fiege, and to 
'^ render the defence glorious. And although it 
** is not denied that the pope gave a provocation 
*' to this, and would have tried every method to 
'^ recover Florence, yet the difficulties were fo 
" great, that it is not doubted he would have 
*' been contented with reafonable conditions, ra- 
** ther than venture on fo atrocious and fo impi- 
" ous a war/* 

chc i capi del popolo, Sodorini, Strozzi, Carducci^ mentrechc 
opponendofi a Niccoio Capponi, per tarli piu grandi, c venire 
in piu grazia^ iudebolirono afai cjuel governs. Scgiii, Storie^ 
lib. iv.p. loa. 
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garnlon, Valori was fenc by 

commifTary to the armv, and 

iarge number of Florentine exil 

was always a multitude fcatter 

about all Italy, and waiting i 

troubled waters) who now jome 

of the pope and emperor. As t 

and connedions in the city, an a 

and, to intimidate every one froi 

an accommodation, the fignori r 

and-twenty citizens fnotild be d 

of difafteaion to the popular j 

confined in the palace undc^r a (Ir 

to complete their plan of terror 

who m!gl)t fpeak of an accommc 

ofFrhc head of Carlo Cocchi, fc 

would be better to rcflorc tlie M 

zard the war, and for talking i 

There is not in the whole hilU)r^ 

nous than this, as iciets us into' 

ter ofthis governtmcnr. It was ; 

popular government, but it wa 

tocracv' ; and the members of it d 

bly or convention of the peopl 
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called a parliament, as much as t!iey did the Me- 
dici : and loon after, the fame fcnecnce and cxecu* 
tion was paffed upon Fra. Rigogolo, for daring to 
ipcak of an acconnmodation.* And by diefearts 
and means did this arillocratical tyrant, the gon- 
falonier^ fpread fuch a terror among the citizens, 
thic no man dared to oppofe his will j and he ob- 
tained and exercifed more power than the magif- 
trates, the cabal (pratiche), the ordinary council, 
or. the laws 5 and he ufed it accordingly in the 
m6& arbitrary manner, in raifing money by vari- 
ous illegal meafures, by difcarding magiftrates and 
diflblving councils at his pleafure, and in doing ail 
other things that an unbridled defpot could do- 
lt would be tedious, and it is unneceffary to relate 
all the particulars of his arbitrary conduft i of the 
aflaults and fallics, in one of which the prince of 
Orange was killed : the hopes, fears, deliberationS| 
diftrefles, and famine of a fiege, which does infi- 
nite dishonour to this pope, who had no right to 
fubjedl the cityj and of a defence which was 
made by the obftinacy of an ariftocratical junto 
for purpofes of ambition, equally reprehenfible, 
though coloured with a pretence of a popular go- 
vernment, but which was by no means conducted 
by the fpirit of liberty, or upon any principle of 
a freic people 2 on the contrary, it was conducted, 

(hifujfe fluUjlo da ixtler nmettcre i McJic:\ che a/pet tare la 
guerray e contcneva la querela, che Carlo in nn certo modo 
^veile in qiicl fuoparlare mefcolato anche il nome tanto odi- 
ofo al govcmo pdpolare del parlamento. Nerli, lib. ix, 
p. 199. 

* Onde meflbno tale fpavento, e tanto terrore nell* unU 
verfale pcrcagione, de cittadini foftenuti e per quelle efccu- 
tiODi, chcs'eranQ f'atte, chi piii non era rimafo in Firenzecbi 
pure ardifTe non folo parlare dell' accordo, o della guena, 
ma non era anche chi avciTe in animo a contraorfi a quelU 
della feiu^ del gonfaloniere in cofa alcuna. Nerli, p. 199. 
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^iiu, iince inc death of Ora 

Command of the army, and t 

vcntion was concluded. The 

were, that the city (hould pay . 

cars for removing the army; 

the city /hould give authority 

declare, within three months, y 

form of government, " falva n 

ta/'* with a refervation of Jibe 

Ihould be underftood, for every 

done to the pope, his friends, ; 

that Malatefta ihould remain 

ioor, for the guard of the city, 

declaration fliuuld arrive. It u 

whether the general who comm 

was or was not a traitor lo his 

very i;uiguine in the affirmati 

letters in evidence; but the cit 

were reduced to fudi extremit 

that they could ncc have liclc 

longer. The pope, on his ps 

anxious to fuli:l h;s treaty. Whi 

* In pifinfs, die la forma del proven 
c ftabilirii d.Ila .MaellA Celarca Tntra < 
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getting ready to pay off the army, Valori, the 
^poftolic commiflary, in concert with Malatcfta, 
having called together the people in the piazza, 
according to the ancient cuftom of the city, to 
make a parliament, the magiftratcs and others 
conniving at it through fear, inftituted a new go- 
vernnicnt contrary to the treaty, giving authority 
by this parliament to twelve citizens, who adhered 
to the Medici, to ordain, in their own manner, 
the conftitution of the city, who reduced it to that 
fbnn which prevailed before the year 1527. The 
army received their money; the Italian officers 
defrauded their foldiers, whom they difmifled to 
feck their fortunes without their pay ; the Spa- 
niards and Germans marched into Siena, to new- 
model the government of that city: and Malatefta 
returned to Perugia without any further declara- 
tion from the emperor, and left the city of Flo- 
rence at the arbitrary difpofition of the pontiff. 

Now began the punifhments of the citizens; for 
thole in whofe hands the government was left, 
partly for the fecurity of the ftate, and partly by 
the hatred conceived againft the authors of fo 
great calamities, and the refentment of private 
injuries, but principally becaufe fuch was the in- 
tention of the pope, brought the principal citi- 
zens concerned in the late government to a trial, 
and they were fentenced to death and executed : 
others were confined, without much regret, fym- 
pathy, or pity, from any party : for the friends 
of Capponi, and all the real friends of liberty, 
regarded them as the caufes of preventing an ac- 
commodation, and the ruin of their country, while 
the Medici confidered them as their bittereft ene- 
mies. The pope fends the archbilhop of Capua 
to take care of the government, who, by the 
pope's orders, and to give more general fatisfac- 
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dici and the duke Alexander, ai 
the fovereignty of Florence i 
the emperor determine it in 
ander. 

153^* In 1531 the ordinance of th< 
and is formally accepted. Ma 
zens, fome of whom had alvvs 
the Medici, with great relu6l 
idea of a free government ; t 
the pope againfl reducing the i 
folute principality, but they, 
among themlelves : fome were ( 
mitted only by councils : others 
flate to the form it was form 
Medici : and others for a more 
tion ofpovver. Biit the pope w 
he could, to make his family an- 

1532. In 1532 the popc\s intentions w 
and twelve citizens were appoini 
ftate; the fignoii and the gonh 
lilhed : a council of two hundred 
a fenate of foi ty-eight. The fen 
was to have the whole legiflaiiv 
power, and the council of tw< 
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{late. Guicchiardin's account io,* tlMt the pope 
interpreted the'articlc in the treaty, v;hich had lli- 
pulated pardon, not according to the fenfe, but 
the letter; ttot to comprehend crimes committed 
againft the ^ate, but only 'injuries to the pope 
smd Ms friends. Six of the principal delinquents 
wcte idjddged by th^ magiftrates to be beheaded, 
dlhert tto'be imprifoned, and a great number ba- 
niflied. "By thefe proceedings the city was weak- 
etved^ 'artd' diofc who had been concerned in the 
lati?m)ubles reduced to great necefTities, and the 
power ^f the Medici became more free, more ab- 
faltite,'littd rimoft monarchical in Florence, which 
vcthiSMtA exhatiffted of money by fo long and 
grtevdkrf.a' war, deprived within and without of 
rrtamy^df'^tsf inhabitants, ' its houfes and property 
drfbrtytd abroad, and mofc than ever divided 
withlft'»itftlf; and this'pr6{5etty was rendered yet 
tn6ft diftrcfflng; by the heceffity of procuring, for 
fevcrdi years, provifions from foreign coumries, 
fiftt^ dterc had been no h'arvefts nor feeds fown, 
The^emperor, in declaring the form of govern- 
ment^ neglefting the falvo of liberty, pronounced, 
according to the Very inftruftions the pope had 
fefft him, that the city fhould be governed by the 
fartre^wibgiftrates as'iri thtf times when the Medici 
ruled it,»[id that Alexander, who was the pope's 
nephei?, aiid his own foh-in-law, flibuld be the 
hcaciofthe government, and be fucceeded by the 
chiMren, dtfcendants, and neareft relations of the 
fam^ family. He reftored to the city all the pri- 
vite^ • grahted by himfelf or his predeceflbrs, 
bur ^ri condition to be forfeited whenever the 
citizens Ihould make any Attempt againft the 
grioxkur of the famtly of Medici ; inferting. 
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of it is only a frefb addition < 
ings. The pafllon of Herculi 
homer, had now full poflellii 
Seventh ; and the domination 
quired over that noble city, 
had laid the foundation of thei 
larity among the bafeft dregs c 
fufficicnt fatiate it. The poi 
his heart an ardent appetite i 
France; his ambition and thi 
glory, which, inftead of beinj 
teftable vice, ftimulated him th 
only of a private family, he ha 
natural fon a natural daughter 
emperor, he now hoped to pr0( 
mate niece a legitimate fon of i 
and he was not difcouraged fr 
by the jealoufy that the king 
form claims for his fon and dz 
the ftate of Florence, By vaj 
he at length accomplifhed an : 
king of France at Marfeilles. 
ert^ his ufual diflimulation to 
world, that he went to this in 
finifh the peace* to treat nf nn 
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ordered, with thf duke of Albany, her unclf, to 
Nizza. Ihefc galhes, after having conduced the 
lady CO Nizza> returned to Pifa, and on the fourth 
of Odtobcr, 153a, took the pope, with many of 
}ris cardinals^ and landed them in a few days at 
Maricilles* He made his entry in form: ^fac 
king did the fame. They lodged in the fame 
pabice, and made mutual demonftrations of un- 
common affcd:ion. The king, defirous of gain- 
ing the pope's heart, requefted hiin to fend for 
his nicoc to Marfeilles, which the pope, though 
he pretended to treat firft of public affairs, moll 
coitlially defired,* As foon as Catharine dc Me- 
dici arrived, the marriage was celebrated with 
Henry, the fon of the king of France, and con* 
fumnnated immediately, to the infinite joy of the 
pope, who, negociating with the king in pcrCon, 
completely gained bis confidence and a£FcAion. 

Ttie pope returned from Marfeilles, and foon 
after, in 1534, he died. Alexander had taken 
efieftual meafures to difarmall the citizens of Flo- 
rence, friends as well as enemies, and thought 
himfeif now fecure. Philip Strozzi, however, was 
highly difgufted and provoked, both with the 
duke and pope, becaufe he had not been able 
to procure one of his fons to be made a cardinal, as 
his lady Clariffa had often promifed him ; and bc- 
cauie two of his fons had been taken up, with 
iotTic other young gentlemen, in the licence of a 
maiquerade, and committed to prjfonby the lieu- 
tenanc of the police^ and becaufe of fomc quarrel 
arUen between Peter his eldeft fon, and Salviati, a 
favourite of Alexander : in this difggft he went 
with his fons, as (bon as he could obtain their 
Jibertyj to France. After the death of the pope, 

* Ncrli, p. 270, 
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to meet the emperor, though 
ftrcngth, is taken violently i 
dies, not without (Irong ful 
The death of the cardinal reli 
all apprehenfions of his intr 
Strozzi, and the exiles from ] 
think of negociating with the 
to Naples to meet him. Ale: 
Naples : and there arofe great 
emperor about the form of go 
an J the exiles endeavouring 
tion of that kind of freedom > 
joyed formerly under the Med 
marries the duchels Margar 
dsiughter, and returns to Florej 
and the exiles difappointed.* 
franco de Medici had accomp: 
this interview with the empen 
tliere had entered into intim; 
PeterStroizi f and the odier 
and conceived that defign of aff 
and patron, which he aftenvari 
many circumftanccs of cool de 
malice, and execrable villany. 
nobleman, in greater favour 
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pies to Florence, were communicated all the duke's 
private amours, as well as all the moll important 
councils of the (late ; and the more cfFeftualiy 
to fecure his confidence^ Lorenzo had aded the 
ptitoffo aftive an inflrumenr> as to have drawn 
upon himlelf an univerfal odium among all par- 
ties in Florence^ but particularly among the gran- 
dees and nobles. At the fame time he held fecrec 
intrigues and intelligence with Philip Strozzi^^ 
and all the exiles abroad^ and at home to artfully 
affefted an averlion to arms and public afFairs^ and 
to be wholly devoted to his ftudies and his plea- 
fureS) that the duke and his courtiers called 
him " The Philofopher.^f Varchi informs us,{ 
that he received his information of this horrid ac- 
tion from the only perfons who could be capable 
of relating the whole truth, becaufe they were the 
only witnefles of it> and agents in it ; from Lo- 
renzo himlelf in the city of Paluello, eight miles 
from Padua, and from Scoronconcolo his con-^ 
fident in the houfe of Strozzi in Venice. 

{.^orenzo was born in Florence, the 23d of 
March, 1514, the fon of Pierfranccfco di Lorenzo 
de Medici, grand nephew of Lorenzo, brother of 
Cofmo, and of Maria, the daughter of Tommafo 
di Paolantonio Sodorini, a lady of uncommon pru- 
dence and benevolence, from whom, his father 
dying early, he was educated with confummate 
diligence and care : but he had no fooner acquir- 
ed a knowledge of the clafTics, in which his ge- 
nius enabled him to make a rapid progreis, than 
he was taken from the care of his mother and his 
tutor, and begun to difcover a reftlefs and infati* 
able dilpofitioR to plunge himlelf in vice, and foon 

* Segni, p. 199. + Ibid* ?• *oo. 

X Vwchi, lib. XV. p. 587. 
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in his amoUrsj refpeding neithc 
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aftions, by which he thought I: 

name> jriLhcr of a galUnt ma 
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Lorenzino: he never laugbec 

fmiled* His air and acftion wj 

for grace than elegance, and h 

dark and melancholy. In the 

although he was beloved bey < 

pope, Clement the Sevcnth,.h 

uiind a projcft, as he laid hin 

killed the dyke Alexander, to 

nefs. He corrupted Francefco 

dici, the rival of the pope, a 

erudition, and the moft promi 

degree of profligacy, that he 

another charadker, and becon 

the whole court of Rome, h 

avoid a greater difgrace, as a 

rence. At this time he fell ir 
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thinking of Lorenzo, he gave orders, chat whoever 
had done the mifcbief, excepting only the cardinal 
de Medici) fhould, without procefs, trial, or delay^ 
be hanged up by the neck. The cardinal was 
obliged to go to the pope, and intercede for Lo« 
renzo^as a young man> and pafTionatcly fond^ like 
all their anceftors> of fuch antiquities i but it was 
with difficulty he could appeafe the indignation of 
the pope, who called him the infamy and re- 
proach of the houfe of Medici. Lorenzo, how- 
cverj was obliged to depart from Rome, with two 
public proclamations after him, one forbidding 
him to remain any longer in that city, and the 
other promifing not only impunity^ but rewards, to 
any one who would kill him ; and Francefco 
Molza^ a man of great eloquence, and celebrated 
ibr his knowledge of the Grecian, Roman, and 
Tulcan literature, made a public oration againft 
him in the Roman academy, in which he covered 
him with all the reproaches poflible^ With all 
this infamy he returned to Florence, and began 
,€o,make his court to the duke Alexander ; and he 
vnderftood (b well the arts of hypocrify and flar- 
tery, and counterfeited fo perfeftly an abfolute 
iul^ifSon to him in all things, that he made him 
believe he was a faithful fpy upon the exiles 
'abroad, holding at the fame time, under this fimu* 
. lation, fecret praftices with thefe fugitives, and 
every day fhewing letters received fronri them 
'iQintly or feverally. To remove every fufpidon 
of anyxiaring enterprife, he afFefted the charafter 
'of a upward, and would neither exercifc in arms 
•fiot wear them about him, fo that the duke took a 
'^jAtsSvit in rallying him upon his pufillanimity. 
- He affefted to be wholly devoted to books and 
itudies, walked much alone, and appeared to have 
^iio ambition for honours, or defirc of property, in 
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of a law-fuit of very great impor 
mo had inftituted againft him 
of their anceftors. By all thef< 
was deluded into a confidence i 
fcdtly fecure, that not content< 
him as a pimp in his amours ^ 
mtn, religious as well as feculai 
widows, noble or ignoble, you 
engaged him to conduft to hinr 
mother by the father's fide^ a y 
mirable beauty and equal mod( 
wife of Lionardo Ginori, who 
the door of the back front of i 
dici, Lorenzo, who waited on: 
portunity, reprefented to him 
would be attended with difficult 
himfelf, for in one word all w 
and upon this occafion their p 
better,, becaufe the huJband wa 
he had fpent much of his fort 
Although he had never dared t< 
on the fubjeft, ht Affirmed to thi 
andthat he had found her very 
promifed that he would never c 
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had procured a pardon for a nuirdcr he hadcom- 
mictcd, though a reward had by proclamation 
hctn fct upon his head. To thefe ruffians he 
often complained of a certain intriguing perlbn* 
age at courr, who, without the fmalleft provoca- 
tbn, had bantered^ ilandered, and infulted him 
' with^his jokes upon all his words and a6bions, but 

cba( in the' name of God . At thefe words 

Scoronconcolo, perceiving his meaning, fuddenly 
cried, " Name him only, and let me alone to ma- 
*' nagc him ; he (hall never give you another ill 
^* word or look." Here the converfation ended 
'fbv the prefentjbut Scoronconcolo finding himfelf 
every day more and more careffed and loaded with 
"favours by Lorenzo, at length prefled him 
more eameftly to name his enemy, and not to 
doubt of his being foon put out of his way. Lo- 
-renzo anfwered, ^* Alas I no : it is a great favou- 
^* rite of the duke, whoever it is." Scoroncon- 
colo replied, in the language of a bully, ** I will 
^ aflaffinate him if he were Chrift himfelf.'' Lo- 
ftnzo then perceived that his defign had fucceed- 
ed, and having invited him one day to dinner, as 
be often did, notwithftanding the remonftrances 
^of his mother, and tre reproaches of the world, 
iaid to him, " Courage ! courage ! in that affair, 
^ which you promifed me fo bravely ! I am fure 
',^* you will not fail me ; and I will never fail you, 
. ^ at any time, in any thing in my power. I am 
^* fatisfied and refolved, but wilh to find the means 
«• of doing the bufinefs with a fure hand. I 
'* will contrive to conduft him to a place where 
^ there can be no danger, and have no doubt we 
'^ fjiall fuccecd." The fame night appeared to 
Jiim to be the mod proper time, bccaufe that fig- 
Dor Alexartder Vitelli. was abfent upoh an excur^ 
iion to the city of Caftello, and he took that op<- 
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eo out, and that hehimfeifwoi 
for her. It is certain that the 
on a robe of fatin lined with 
the Neapolitan fafliion, went 
four of his courtiers, whooi he : 
ing, he wiflied to be alone^ anc 
the chamber of L,orenzo, whci 
fire, and he foon ungirded his 
hinnfelf down on the couch, 
leized his fword^ and winding ha 
the hilt, fo that it might not be 
]aid it at the head of the duk 
low, and advifed him to repoi 
one door, that no one might 
out at the other to find Scoron 
to him in a tranfport of joy, *^ 
** now is the nrwment ! 1 have fli 
^' b^r that enemy of mine,ianci 
^* Let us go,** fays Scoronconcc 
were on the broad ftair afcen 
ber, Lorenzo turns about and U 
** whether it is a friend of 
^' mind you only to fecurc his 
** do it," replies his trufty ft 
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" Signor, are you afleep?" Having no anfwer to 
this cjiJertion,ac one thrult with his I'word hepierced 
hinn through from fide to fide* This ftrokc alone 
h^ been mortal^ for pafling through the reins, he 
^ald perforated the diAphragai which divides th^ 
tft>per ventricle, wiiere are the heart and the other 
Vit^l nnember$» fronr) the lower, where are the 
%9tt and the other nDembers of nutrition and of 
^heratioA. The duke, who cither was afleep, or 
l^erpaioed with his eyes fhut as if he had flept, re- 
teiving fuch a blow^ leaped up on the bed, and 
threw himfelf backwards to fly towards the door, 
fnsricxng ufc qf a flool which he had feized on for 
ilfliield^ but Scorpnconcolo^ feizing anopportu* 
iftty, gave him a llroke with a knife upon the vi- 
fiige, which laid open one of his temples, and cleavi- 
^ the greateft part of his left chjeck i and Loren- 
zo having dragged him back upon the bed, held 
Aim reverfed, and bore upon his back with thp 
4rhole weight of his body; and that he might not 
aery:ovt» attempted to itop his mouth with his 
tlng«T, laying, ^« Signor, doybt not.'* Thep 
ilSiedtike, ^ffifting himfelf as welt as he could, ieiz^ 
tfd the fingers between his teeth, and bit them with 
Yodt Vage, that Lorenzo, having fell upon his 
>faack; and not being able to handle his fword^ was 
abtiged to call out for help to Scoronconaxlo^ 
UpKo^ running to his aid, and taking his aim fomew 
^timeson one fide, and then on the other, was not 
fbMdtb ftHke Alexander without ftriking firft or 
•^ thei fenhe time Lorenzo, held faft by his arms 
'^Mtceth«. He then attempted to pierce him with 
^e point of iiis fword between the legs of Lorei]» 
326 i but making no other imprefTion than to bore 
.the^bed, he hid his hand on a knife, which he had 
-by accident about bimj and fix^d it in the throat of 
.tfa$ dake^ wboiii he butchered as if he had. beea a 
r , - '- P 4 bullock; 



ana Knite to murder him, he 
plained, or begged for nicrcy, 
of thofc fingers which he held 
teeth. The duke, as foon as 1 
off the bed upon the floor; bu 
ail over befmeared with blo< 
again upon the bed, and co^ 
fame pavilion with which he 1 
felf before he firft fell afleep, 
being afleep, which, in the opin 
fully did, becaufe, knowing I 
the ceremonies of politcncfs, 
whom he cxpefted was a miftr 
verfation, he wiflied to avoid 
neceflity of exchanging fine 
Lorenzo, after he had difpofed 
to fee whether they had been I 
recover his fpirits, much exi 
placed himfclf at one of the wi 
looked the broad flireet. Soi 
houfe, particularly madam M; 
Cofimo, had heard a noife, and 
but no one had aioft, becaufe 
view had for fomc time before 
chnmber companies of bis cc 
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in the dead body, which he recognized with liicU 
loniflMnent aiid horror, that he was with diffi- 
ilty reftrained from alarming the whole houfe. 
b what purpofc he did this, he neither explained 
rthe hiftorian^ nor was he able to conjedure^ 
(ileis it was upon the fanne principle, that nothing 
bkrh Lorenzo did, from the moment of the death 
r Alexander to the time of his own death, or 
MUiy years afterwards in Venice, ever fucceeded, 
r appeared to be well judged. He took from 
Vancis ZifH, his maitre d'hotel, a fmall fum of 
iqney, all that he had by him in calh ; and tak* 
igwith him the key of the chamber, goes out of 
le houfe with Scoronconcolo and Freccia, and 
aving previoufly obtained from the bifhop of 
^zi a licence for poft*horfes, under colour of 
oing to his country feat of Cafaggiuolo, to fee 
fiuhano, his younger brother, who he pretendq4 
ad written to him that he was at the point of 
leath with the cholic, went diredly to Bologna, 
fhcre h^ drefled his fingers, which were found 
(larked for life, and there related to Silvcfter AU 
io^randini, the judge, the whole tranfadion : 
(fit the judge, thinking it a romantic fidtion, would 
iOt believe it, and very imprudendy neglefted to 
dee any notice of it, until tht arrival of the che- 
alicr Marfilia, who, with fome others, went in 
iitrfuit of Lorenzo. The latter, in great hade 
jid fatigue^ arrived at Venice on the Monday 
light, and informed Philip Strozzi, that under 
bat key, which he held out to him, he had locked 
ip the duke Alexander, with his throat cut, and 
lead of many wounds. Philip very readily be- 
ievcd him, embraced him, and called him his 
irutus, and promifed him that he would marry 
lis two fons, Peter and Robert, to his two fillers. 
Lorenzo e^cufed bimfelf for not having aflembled 
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vers of Hbcrrty, and tell them 
in it. Thirdly, that Scoroncc 
to ftinnulate him to depart, 
minute, *' Let us fave ourfi 
" but too much." But thus 
as no confpiracy was ever ) 
rated before the faft, nor n 
cuted, fb none was ever (c 
conduced after the fad ; no 
pne from whence refulted efF 
hnore hurtful to the pcrpctr; 
and profitable to his enemies 
without all controverfy, was 
" I will not difpute," fayi 
this ad was cruel or compaflG 
or blame worthy, fince no tt 
queftion, and give a true ani 
not know for what realbn; ai 
"renzo was induced to commit 
to fo great an enterprife no 
vcrnment of Florence, whicf- 
the duke without legitimate 
fall to him, but merely to del 
a tyrant and reftore her liberi 
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fible to read his own hidory, and not fee that th'n 
ftrug^le was merely between different branches oi 
ihc Tame family of Medici for the fovcreignty^ 
iil)d that there was not a ray of public virtue or 
lave of liberty left in any of them ? Strozzi, 
chc rival family of Medici, (tad married a Medici^ 
and could not bear that Alexander fhould rul.e« 
jEiis charaAer was too vile to be redeemed from 
ki&my by his hypocritical afFeftation of republi- 
can (implicity^ and his renouncing all titles but 
that of Philips but he had great family connec- 
tions> and was countenanced by France, and there* 
we might poflibly recover his influence and power 
la Florence. This made it dangerous for the hif- 
Cprian to mark the condu£t of Lorenzo with that 
decided indignation which it merited. Some were 
^opinion that he was moved to this a6lion merely 
tgr, the malice of his nature, and the depravity of 
K^pwn heart i others thought that he ventured 
on this danger to cancel the ignominy of the two 
Romaa proclamations, and the oration made 
i^;^nft him by Molza -, others thought him agi« 
tated iblely by a defire to make his name immor* 
tal^ an ardent pafTion, that with all his crimes and 
y^ces had always incredibly tormented him. The 
Fight of a nation to depofe a tyrant, and to de* 
j|f4>y him if he cannot be otherwife depofed, is as 
^ear as any o{ our ideas of right or wrong. In 
^ Roman republic it was made an early and a 
^^ndamental law, , by the aridocratics however, 
that it (hould be not only lawful, but meritorious 
||o4 glorious, to kill a tyrant ; and Brutus there* 
fyqi a&ed the exalted part of the beft citizen, 
^uc if the right of fmgle citizens, when good and 
jfircuous, and intending only the public good, to 
J(iJl a tyrant was as clear as that of treading on 
|i)c Ika4 of an adc^er^ or hunting down a devour- 



innr 



Florence. '■■ '- 

:hc pfoplc after the death of the doke, fijr (hrt* 
rcafons. One was, that there were at the heuTc 
fcveral othrr popular citizens j but this wU never 
fieard of nor believed by any one. Another Wis; 
that he had left it in commiflion with Zeffo to 
■3'^cn the chamber early in the morning, and goid 
quell of Giulian Capponi, and odicr citizens, lo- 
vers of liberty, and tell them what they fhould firfd 
in it. Thirdly, that Scoronconcolo had not ccafed 
to flimulate him to depart, faying to him every 
minute, " Let us fave ourfelvcs, we have dotid 
" but too much." But thus much is certain, iha( 
as no confpiracy was evtr fo deliberately mcdi- 
tattd before the faifV, nor more completely exei 
njted, fo none was ever fo ftupidlyand vilely 
conduited after the faift j nor was there ever tfljf 
one from whence refu)ied cffciSs more contrary « 
foorc hurtful to the perpetrator, or fo ptof^rouf 
and profitable to his enemies, the firft of ihofl^ 
without all controverfy, was the fignbr Colim6. '_* 
" 1 will not difpute," fays VarchI, " wheth^ 
this aft was cruel or compaffionate, commehdaWe 
or blame worthy, fince no man can refoIrC thai 
qiieftion, and give a true anfwer to it, who docj 
not know for what rcalbn^ and to what end, Lo- 
renzo wis induced to commit it. If he was urged 
to fo great an cnterprUe not to obtain the go*. 
c of Fiorcnce. which, upon the death of 
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fihle to read his own hidory, and not fee that this 
ftrugsle was merely between different branches oi 
•die iamc family of Medici for the fovcreignty, 
m/Si that there was not a ray of public virtue or 
lave of liberty left in any of them ? Strozzi, 
che rival family of Medici, [tad married a Medici^ 
and could not bear that Alexander fhould rul.e« 
I^ charaAer was too vile to be redeemed from 
ipfamy by his hypocritical afFeftation of republi- 
can (implicity^ and his renouncing all titles but 
dbat of Philip; but he had great family connec- 
tions^ and was countenanced by France, and there* 
!h»c might poflibly recover his influence and power 
ill Florence. This made it dangerous for the hif- 
tprian to mark the condu£t of Lorenzo with that 
decided indignation which it merited. Some were 
^opinion that he was moved to this a6lion merely 
bj; tbematice of his nature^ and the depravity of 
K^ awn heart s others thought that he ventured 
on this danger to cancel the ignominy of the two 
Roman proclamations, and the oration made 
i^qinft him by Molza ; others thought him agi« 
taced iblely by a defire co make his name immor* 
tal^ an ardent pafTion, that with all his crimes and 
y^ces had always incredibly tormented him. The 
ngHt of a nation to depofe a tyrant, and to de* 
Upoy him if he cannot be otherwife depofed, is as 
^ear as any of our ideas of right or wrong. In 
1^ Roman republic ic was made an early and a 
^^amental law, . by the aridocratics however, 
that it (hpuld be not only lawful, but meritorious 
nA glorious, to kill a tyrant ; and Brutus there* 
fflffi a&ed the exalted part of the beft citizen. 
%vK if the right of fingle citizens, when good and 
Ifircuous, and intending only the public good, to 
J^iJl a tyrant was as clear as that of treading on 
|l»c h^A4 of an ad^Jer, or hunting down a devour- 
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ng wotr, it would by no nncanit foWovr that ottb 
yrani might claim a right to dtftroy ahotbef, 
■ncrely to take his place. The people of Flowiei 
*ere now fo totally devoted to the Medici fffl^lf^ 
-hat there was no party among them but wbaCMi 
leaded by fome branch of it: the Uoodof tbfc 
Medici muft in all events govern thnrnj -ud'dte 
difference between them was worttyver^ litdc. 
Strozzi and Lorenzo were worfe than Alexon^t 
uid the only tolerably good man among iheni Wb 
Cofimo, whom they all hatedj but whom Providwtt 
was pleafed tocall to the government in this AWM 
manner. The filly tales of prognofticB, theeiithii* 
(iaftn of the difciples of Savanarola, and the conlu- 
fions and terrors among the principal people'upoa 
the firft fufpicion and final dilcovery df the dviktfi 
delfiny, are not worth repeating, The coundlt^ 
forty-cighc were aflembled, but were not -agrflrf 
in opinion. Canigiani propofcd, that in pdaceflf 
the decealed duke, Guilio, his natural fonj (botlM 
fucccfd ; but there was no other perlbn prefciif, 
who did not either fmile at his folly, or exprefc 
an indignation j for befides that the child was ih* 
five years old, this was known to be the inclina- 
tion and lecrct motion of cardinal Cibi, Loren- 
zo's brother, who wiflied to be the tutor, arf 
therefore gavcrnor of the city. After him *ii 
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this propofition, and faid, that fo many citizens, 
and of luch confequence, were abroad, that no- 
tbing of importance, efpecially fo grrac an afiair, 
•dghc-to be determined on; and notwithftanding 
■ftthat was urged by Francefco Guicchrardini, and 
Fmicefco Vettori, he perfifted obftinacely in his 
objediions, and occafioned fomeconfuGon in coun* 
cfL At another day, however, Cofimo was ele<ftcd 
bead of the commonwealth, accepted the trufl» 
Ifid behaved in it with (b much wifdom, that thofe 
iqiio^ from his. moderate and compofed behaviour 
tiBfore, believed him to be poflefred of but mean 
i^lkiesy were reftrained to confefs, that God 
l|pd granted him diicretion with the dukedom. 
:o Intelligenoe was fcattered throughout all Italy, 
irii^ incredible celerity, of the death of Alexander; 
(IM^ by all the Florentine exiles, the name of 
[i^enzo di Pierfrancefco de Medici was exalted in 
praifts to the ikies, not only as the parallel of 
biwtas, but greatly furpaffing him. Varchi won* 
iers that ib many citizens of fo great prudence, 
1114 efpecially Guicchiardini, who condufled the 
iriiole of this election, Ihould have fuffered them* 
lelves to be fo far blinded and tranfported by their 
unbition or avarice, or. both, as not to fee what 
ifaiey were about. Indeed, no man is ever to be 
Mraiiedj perhaps never to be jullifted, in confcnt- 
mg to the furrendcr of a free government ; and 
Qojccbiardini appears much to blame for not en-* 
llpavouring to new-model the commonwealth upon 
piis.occafion. But moft probably he knew, what 
ITarchi himftrlf confefll's,* that the Florentines 
Wpre at this time all either avaricious or ambi- 
MQSy and the major part of them proud, envious, 
JWi malicious > and therefore that none of them 
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eouid be trufled by him, or by ach others M» 
prob&bly believed that delay, or any attempt to 
reftore liberty or reform the conftitution, would 
only give an opportunity to Strozzi^ Lorenzo* md 
the exiles, to afTume the dukedom in reality, under. 
the alliance of France ; he moreover probably 
thought it impoRible, among an ignorant people^ 
and fo many corrupt factions, to amendthc confti- 
tuiion, and that a fovereignty in one was prdtrabtd 
to tht:ir old fluctuating ariftocracy, difguifed under 
the name only of a popular ftate. — The. extin 
were Hill rcltlefs, and endeavoured to excite frefk 
wars againft their country ; but Cofiino, by hi» 
abilities, addrefs, and adivfty, defended his au-" 
thority, and was afterwards confirmed, not only 
as head of the Hate, bin as duke and Ibvereij^ 
And here ended the ihaLtc>w of a free govemmeiKi 
Let [ne now requefl you, eny dear Sir, co rad 
over again, in your own mind, this whole ftory of 
Florence, and a(k yourfeif, whether it docs itot 
appear like a fatirr, written with the exprefs and 
only purpofe of expofing to contempt, ridicule, 
and indignation, the ide.i of " A Government in 
one Center," and the " Right Conltitutiou of i 
Commonwealth ?" If you fufpcft tliat this mean 
fkctch is in any degree varied, by pretudicc, from 
the truth, read over any hiltuiian of Florence, as 
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kor any of the others their rivals, made any ac- 
;ount of people, excepting now and then for a 
OQinenty for the purpofcsof violence, fcdition, and 
leb^Uion :. inftcad ot devifing any regular mcriiod 
91; caUing the people togecher, with a reafonable. 
^qi^cattpn before-band, of the tiaie, place, and 
iMfcSt of deliberation, a little junto of principal 
apzens concert a plan in fecret among themiel ves, 
gjive fXXtice.prevtouQy to fuch as they pleafe, their 
9fiQ dependents and partifans, order the bells to 
|}e, filing, and a little flock of their own creatures 
iflSnnble^in the piazza. There the junto nominate 
(.'do^n or a fcore of perfons for a balia, to reform 
tbfi ftate at their pleafure : no reafonable me- 
thod of voting for them, no inftru&ions given 
(||Cfn» the people huzza, and all is over. What 
jidfas.are here of the rights of mankind ? what 
cnualicy is here among the citizens ? what princi- 
ple of. national liberty is here refpe£led? what 
IDftbod is this to obtain the national fenfe, the 
public vpice ? Can this be called the voice of God ? 
\yj^n the balia is appointed, what is the queftion 
bc^re them i Is there any inquiry how the go* 
Yernmeoc can be made a fair^ equal, and condant 
rqvefeacation of the nation, and a fure inflrumenc 
fp^ collecting the public wifdom ? The imborfa- 
tioos are made, and eight hundred names are put 
ip jhe purfes. Thefe alone are citizens -, all the 
reft are to have no vote. Thefe appoint the fig- 
aprij a (inall council, for the ordinary adminif- 
(lationi and the gonfalonier, who has no more 
power nor fo much dignity as a doge of Venice. 
TIk great council is the center in which all au- 
cherity is collected, and he who had mod influ- 
cAS^ in it, governed in reality, whoever were the 
4gnori or the gonfalonier; confequently the coun- 
cil and iignori too were always divided into par- 
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ties, at the bead of whom were always twooftfce 
moft noted families j and the only qucftion reiUjr 
was, which flionld be firft. As the waves and 
winds determined, fomctimes one and Ibfnetiines 
another prevailed, and took vengeance of their <M- 
ponents by banilhmcnts and confifcations. The 
executive power was ibmctimes managed by the 
fignori, and fometimes by the grand council : the 
iudicial power was always the tool of the prevail- 
ing faflion. Was there one year, one momentin 
the whole hiftory, when the citizens could be truly 
faid to enjoy the bleflings of liberty, equality, 
iafety, and good order ? If you fix your eye upon 
any period, fron:i the beginning to the end of the 
republic, and luppofe the gonfalonier poflefled of 
the whole execurive pov-cr, widi a negative upon 
the legiflaciire, the fignori and grand council made 
fcparatc and independent branches of the Jegifla- 
turc, though elci5tcd periodically by the people, 
and the judges made ^'uring good behaviour, 




As this account of Florence was introduced oy 
fbme rcflcrclions of a modcirn author, it cannot be 
concluded with more propriety than by foine 
iNhers fix>in the fame able and liberal writer. In 
Uft*ParaUcl of the Italian Republics of the mid- 
dle Ages with thofe of ancient luly^ he fays,* 
** Whoever (hall read, in the Annals of the cities 
of Lon)bardy^ and in the Chronicles of Tufcany, 
how the people pafled fo frequently, both in ex- 
tCTBal wars and in civil fadions, from battles to 
peace, and from domeftic life to arms and hoftili^ 
ties, and that perpetual fuccellion of accords, rc« 
beUions> and tumults, will be apt to believe that 
he fees, copied under different names, the wars 
of the Romans with the Latins and the VoMci, 
aad the continual quarrels of the plebeians with 
the patricians, and the animofities of the fenate 
flgaioft the tribunes ; and fometimes it will happen 
to \k\m% that in reading, for example, the Floren^ 
tine hiftory of Scipione Ammirato, he will think 
he has io hia hand a tranflation into his own lan- 
jguage of Livy* The manner of proclaiming 
and profecuting war, and of concluding peace, 
which was pradtifed by the ancient kalians in the 
ticne of CamiUus and of Pirrhus, is not very dif*- 
fereot from that which we obferve in the age of 
Frederic the Second and the Manfredsj and, in 
the internal concerns of the cities, both in the 
one and the other period, the cruelty and the 
fcorn of the nobles towards the plebeians, and the 
injuftice of the people in their demands, as foon as 
tfiey had difcovercd their own ftrength, and had 
begun to lay their hands on the government : the 

♦ Danina, RcvoJuzipne d'ltalia, iib.xii, cap. v. vol. if. 
p. S41. 
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one and the other were animated wit6 die CuM 
fpiric, aettated by the fame humours, snd rubfoA 
to the ume revolutions. That fupremc lovW «i 
their country, which on otcafions of paibtic 6m* 
gcr filenced and appeafcd their private qUamb 
and enmities, reigned equally at ali times in both; 
the fame fimplrcity of manners, the fame feveriiy 
of life, the fame patience of poverty and f^tiguoi 
To this is to be added, the iilc and exercHe of arms, 
by which every little nation, if it cannot make ex- 
renfive conqucfts, at leaft may prefcrve its own li- 
berty. Finally, he will obfervc with pleafurc, 
how, after the ancient luliafts, and thofe people 
who in the middle ages arofe from the ruins of 
the kingdom of the Lombards, and of the Iceond 
weftern empire, the cities which appear to have 
had the narroweft territory, and the moft mtdeftt 
original>not only maintained their frecdotn^^l 
Jong time, but incrcrafed in power and donoiotOQi 
whereas the mo(l able and the moft ancient ^aSdi 
ftiorc eafily under the yoke, either of (yfaws- of 
(heir own, or of foreign powers. We fiUIl IcCj 
in like manner, a great rcfcmblance in the fiirtune 
of the tyrants of the ancient Italian cities, and 
thol'c of the republics of Tufcsny and Lom^ardy, 
in the age of Frederic the Second, and the fci- 
luwirg ; itnd may very well find arguments to 
com pi ' •■ '•• . . _ 
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dominion of a tyrant of fome other neighbouring 
city : fo that a fignior of Padua, of Milan, or 
b|f Vcrtoa, obtained the government of many other 
cities of JLiOimbardy> equally free and iadcpen* 
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* MacbiaviVs Flan of a per ft^ OmmofmiaUh. 

DBAE SIR. 

■JI^ACHIAyEL, from his Ibng experience of 
xVX the miferies of Florence in his ow'h time^» and 
|ifirkik>wled|e of their hiftory, perceived many of 
elr^ defeAs m every plan of a Conftitution they 
had ever attenipted. His fagacity too perceived 
thit neceffity of three powers j but he did not fee 
aA equal ncccfllty for the fcparatiort of the execu- 
tive power from the legiflative. The following 
[Jrojeft contains excellent oblervations, but would 
nbt have remedied the evils. The appointment 
dfofficers in the council of a thoufand would have 
^ined all the good effefts of the other divifions 
o^jkwer* There is fome doubt about the rim5 
vimh It was written: Nerli and Nardi think- ic 
y^ iddreflcd to Clement die Seventh, but the 
ISAfgiifti editor fuppofes it was Leo the Tenths and 
jifs opinion is here follow^.^ — ^About the year 
■i^fp, Leo the Tench,* being informed of the 

' ^ Dtfcourftupon the ]iroper Waysti;^d Meiios of rcfoniiin{ 
Ae Goveniment of Florence. £ng. edit. vol. ir. p* #63. 
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lifcords th« w< re ready . to break out in Fkircnce* 
;ave a commiflTion to Machiayel to draw up. » 
tlan for the rcformacion of that ftate. iie.^xc- 
;utcd this commifTion with great abilities, and fk^ 
noil exquiCte fubtilty of his genius j and pro-. 
luced a modelj in the opinion oflbme, of a per- 
ed comnjpnwealth. The fovcreign power i» 
odged, both of right and in fa£t, \a the cidz<|U 
hemfelvcs. ~,_- 

" There are three orders of n:icn in every ^fiati^ 
Lnd for that reafon there fhould be alfi> three nuikA 
ir degrees in a pubhc, and no more ; nor caq 
hat be faid to be a true and durable common- 
vealth, where certain htunours and incllnationi 
ire not gratiBcd, which otherwife mull naturaU]F 
:nd in its ruin. Thofe who model a commoa>* 
wealth, mull take fuch provifions as may g^^ 
:hree forts of men, of which all flates are cp9»T 
poled i that is, the high, the middle fort,,.and,>f^ 
iow." — Machiavcl by ihcle obfervations dqinofl-: 
(trates, that he was fully convinced of thicgreU 
truth, this eternal principle, witj^out- the knojff; 
ledge of which every fpeculation vipon govero- 
ment muft be impcrfeft, and every fchcme of a 
commonwealth elTcnLially dc/pelivc; taking thif 
fundamenta] principle along with us, let us give 
an abridgement of this valurtbledifcouife. ^' The 
Floicnce hii'i lu often chungcd : 
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cracy, vid Hifl. of Florence, b. iii. in which there 
were fo many dcfc6ts, that ic did not continue 
above forty years^ nor would it have tailed fo 
I6ngbut' fof wars, which kept it tinlted. The 
dHwh were, diat power was' continued too long 
in'^iiic fame perlbn's ; that the eledions were fub- 
j^^' to fraud ^hd^' underhand praAiersi ; there 
iMis'hodieck upon the grandees^ to deter them 
from forming parties and factions, which generally 
are the drflruftion of a ftate : the fignori had 
but little reputation^ while they had too much 
•Authority; they had a power of taking avjray the 
Kfc ifid ip^6perty of any citizen without appeal, 
aHd<>f Calling the people together to acdtiference 
lrtfctnev«er they pleafed ; fo that inftead of being a 
^cfM^^ce- dnd protcftion to the ftate,' they were 
mthe<r an inftrument of its ruin, when they were 
ittder the influence of any popular or ^afmbitious 
Mto^ Ta# young men, of little' experience and 
jAjifi^&dndition^ were introduced into the Bgnori ; 
bUGTC-lK^Utt was of the laft cdhfequence was; that 
it^ p^opk' bad no Jhar^> ar all in the gm/ertthkni. 
AUtkefe defeats together occafioned infinite dif^ 
Mder dAd cpnfufibn, and if wars had noi! kept the 
ftiife .birited, it mud have been diflfolved long 
4befi>re'it was. — ^This form was fucceedcd by* that 
l^Cofinlb. Afterwards the city endeavoured to 
l^iiflne the form of a republic, but the meafures 
takcn^*e n^'ther calculated to gratify the liu- 
iftoti^rs of \ill the citizeoa, nor had fufficient force 
to Cdrrea them'll fo tar from being a trbe and 
4^)arfeft comnFK>n wealth, a ft^ndard-bearer for life, 
4f an able and bad man, might 'calily have made 
iitmfelf abfolute lond^ if a weak and good man, 
he might have been pulled from bis feat;, and that 
eftablilfament overturned. There Was not ftrength I 
:■; . . ' . ;<J|^3 in' 



io that gOTcmoKnt to fuppcrt tbc ftaodard-bear-t 
CT, if a good man, nor to check and coatronl hinv 
if a bad one. The refonns which ^cre made wtnl 
not with uif view to the public goo4j bac po 
fbengthra and fupport different fadtions in (beic 
turos. The ends of fa£bion even were not aafinr- 
edk becaufii there wai atwa^ a difcontHKed pwtf, 
wbioh proved a very powerful inftnimenc mihe 
hands of tfaofe that were dedrous ta ^h&vxf 
phange or innovatiwi in die ^te. No IflnagiF 
eovernment pan be devifed that will be finfi am) 
lafting, which is not either a true principatky or « 
piie commonwealth. All intermKlii^ iorms be- 
tween thcfe two extremes will be defei^ive( lor « 
jprincipality fian only be rqined one way, and tfait 
IS by dcTccndtng into a commonimlth : tbc 
fame maybefaid ofacotrunonwealthal&a.fartlu! 
only way-by which it can be ruined is byafpeo^iiig 
to a principality ; whereas all intermedinK fc i iai 
may be ruined two yays, i. «. cither fiy afeevdiOK 
to a princtpalitjr, or defcending into a cecoiiMa- 
wealtfa; and this is the caufc c^ their infi^M- 
lity. Thofe who model a commonwealtfa. nu^ 
take fuch provifions as may gradfy three foro 
of men, of which all fUtcs are oompofed, that 
is, the htgh» the middle fort, and the low; 
and though there is a great equality among the 
' Florence. 
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vcraJ ranks of people; which may be done by 
clc<5ting fixty-five citizens, of not Ids. than forty- 
iire Tears of age^ in order to give dignity to the 
gopfcrnitienc, fifty* three out of the lughcft clafs^ 
ftnd twelre out erf* the next, who fliould: continue 
to.die adotiniftration for life, fubjedt to-^ the fol* 
lowing rcftriAions >-»ln the firu plocp, one, of 
jilenii ftxHild be appointed ftandard*oearer of juf* 
tice, fir a term of two or three years, if it is not 

• Dhought proper to appoint one for life : and in the 
ont, the other fixjty- four citizens, already elefted, 
jQiould be <]iirided into two diftin£t bodies, each 
confiftiiig of thirty- two; one of which divifioiis, 
iftOODJim&ioR with theftandard-bearer, (hould.go* 
wetti the firft year^ ^nd the other the next; fo. that 
chey ip^ould be changed alternately every year, and 
aUtogetlier &ould be called the (ignori. After 
iririsf lot the thirty-two be divided into four parts, 
roig^ is each*; every one of which ihould refide 
;jiitcc liiomhs in its cum with tlie ftandard- bearer, 

in the pA)ac#, and not only aflfume the magidracy 
mch'tke tiHial forms and ceremonies, but tranf- 

* ji^ ali^ l)h& bufineis which before paffed through 
^kit haixbof the fignori, the council of eight, and 
the other ico^ncilS) ail which muft be diflolved. 
This ifaould be the fkft member, or rathd*. the 
head of the ftate, and by t^is provifioh the dignity 
-of the >fignori will be 4'eftored; for as nonie but 
^ men of gravity Md authority will ever fit there, 

it^nU be BO longer necei&ry to employ private 
ipeii io'theaffaifs of ftate (which is always of pre- 
. judice to uny fcprpblic)i fiace the thirty- n^^o who 
laiie not in ol^e th^c year may be advlled with 
upon o<^ciifion,Hfent uponier^bafTies, jand m^de ufp* 
fill in other funftions^^-r-Lct us^ nQw.xx)me to the 
ftcapA order in the (late* Since there are three qr- 
deniof men ]xk every ftate^ dievc (hguld^lb hp4^xpc 

Qj^ ranks 
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ranks or degrees in a republic, and -no .more t 
upon which account it is necefTary to f»eveat th& 
confufion occafioncd of late by the multipli- 
city of councils in our city, which have becD c&- 
biiflied, not bccaufe they were conducive to good 
order, but merely to create friends and depend 
dants, and to gratify the humour and ambijcioa of 
numbers, in a point which yet was of no fervice to 
liberty or the pubhc, bccaufe they imighc all be, 
corrupted and bialTcd by party. The ccmof:!! of 
feventy> that of an hundred, and that pf the 
people and commonalty, Ihould all be aboli(h- 
ed; and] iti..the room of them, 1. w^ulc^.^p*; 
point a council of two hundred, every . mtmbor' 
of which fhould be not lefs than forty, joara of 
age; an hundred and Cxty of them. tp betaken 
outofthe middle claTs, and the other forty out ik 
the loweft, but not one out of the &x,ty-Smti 
They Ibould alfo cooiinue fcH* lifci 4nd,)]K.<avUcd^ 
[he council c\e£t ; which council, in conjtuHEliQa: 
with the fixty-Bve, fhould tranfa£t all„th« a(Ftai» 
that ufed to be tranla£ted by the abov^mcnttotKflk 
councils, now fuppolicd to be abolilhed, and vi^- 
:d wkh the fame degree of authority, and all the 
members of it appointed by your hoUnets: for 
which purpofe, as well as to maintain and regu- 
late thcfe provifions, ami others that I fliall mcor 
1 hereafter, Jt ti neccflary that a degi 
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you may appoint two commilTioners, one for each* 
By thefe provilions two out of the three cialles 
mty be thoroughly fatisfied.— It rc;tiains now to 
iatisfythe third and lowcft rank of die citizens, 
y^Al^h conftinites the greater part of thef^pcoplc. 
For 'this purpofc it will be ncceffary aHb'td revive 
dhc council of a thoufand, or at leaft one of fix 
iBondred citizens, who Ihould nominate all the 
imgiftrates and officers, in the lanfie manner they 
ufed to do formerly, except the above fixty-five, 
the council of two hundred, the eight di guardia, 
and the balia. Without fatisfying the common 
MDple, no republic ever yet ftood upon a ftable 
Muodation.— -The ftate being thus modelled, no 
dher pix>vi(k)ns would be wanting, if your holinefs 
and^the cardinal were to live for ever ; but as you 
ttt fubjeft to mortality, it is neccffary, if you 
would have the republic continue firm and ftrong- 
Vf Supported en every fide, in fuch manner that 
cpr«ry one may fee himfelf perfeftly fccure, that 
.^ere fiiould be fixtten fiandard-bearers appointed 
over the cooipanies of the citizens, which may be 
done either by your ofvn authority, or*by leaving 
the appointment to the great council, remernber- 
lAgoniy to increafe the number of the divieri^ afi 
iiftwts to the gonfalonier and commandin^'tJe- 
tachnients of the people under him, that fo^tv 
•iway be more fprcad over the city, and that ftone 
.of the gonfaloniers ihould be of the fixty-fi\^6* 
After their appointment, four prevots fliould be 
drawn oat of them by lot, and continue in office 
•ODcaionth; ft) that at the end of four months 
they will all have been prevots. Out of thefe fpuh, 
ont fhould be drawn, to rcfide for a week only 
wtth the eight figniors and the gonfaloniers in the 
palace : by which rotatibji all the four will have 
J^^^^ thcif rcfidcnce thcrt at the end of the month. 
^ Without 



Without the prefence of this officer, the faid ivO* 
dent fignori fhculd not be allowed to p«fs Anyaft; 
nor fhpuld he himfelf have any vote there,' but 
only be a witnefs and inrpe£h>r of their pyoeeeA- 
ings, to which - he may be fullered to put a'ftop 
till he has aflced theopiniwi of all the thirty-two 
together, and had the matter'fullydifcuffedby 
them. But eventhe thifty-two.wheniftl'togietftfcr, 
(hotild not have power to refblve bpdn any ihitt^ 
except two (if the faid prevfirs were prffent, »ho 
fhould have no further authority than to puf aflop 
to their fcfoKitions for a time, and report them to 
the council cleA : nor Hiould that council have b 
power of refblving upon any thing, eseept fivit 
teaft of the fixteeh gonfaloniers, and two prewflo, 
were ihtre, irfio Inould only have ihe libcityof 
taking the matter out of the hands of that cduneil, 
and referring it to the great council^ prtfvide(>t)lat 
any three' of them fhould think' it neceffaryAto 
do; and as to- the great council/it (hcold noclK 
sllowed to meet, unlcfs three of the prt?vdt»" at 
Icaft wcrejhere, who might give tbbir votes iirit 
like the other citizens. This order fhould beob- 
fcrveti after tlic death of your holinefs andrhecarr 
:iina!, for two reafons : In the firft place, that if tite 
fignori, or other council, fhould cither difagrac in 
their refolutions, or artempt any thing sgainlt the 
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but even to put a fiop tp them, if they feem to be 
of pernicious tendency. 

'* Befides thisj in order to give fuch a degree of 
AftbitiQr, aa4|>erMl20Q to the Qomfi>on wealth, that 
po part of it may ihrial^ or fail after the deceafe of 
fmxr h^ntb and^tbe cardinal ill is neceflbry 
that J cqurt 0toiild be ereded up^nioccafionj cqn- 
fifKog of the eight di guardia anU a balia of thirty 
fSiUztm^ to be chofen by lot out of the council c^ 
tuo^ hundred, and that of fix hundred together ; 
which court flioiild have a power, in criminal cafesi 
of 'fiiminoning the accuier and accufed to appeal* 
fitee to face before* it in a certain time. Such 
m court- is pf great ufe in a commonwealth ; for a 
hm eitizens are afraid to call great and powerful 
delinquents to account, and therefore it is necef*- 
tiuy ^sA niany ihould concur for that purpofe^ 
that fo, whea their judgements are concealed, as 
thqr may be by baUottjog, evefy man may give his 
opinion. fteely and in jfecuri^y. The highed ho* 
»aar thac can be attained to by any man, is that 
^mhich'is voluntarily conferred on him by his coun<- 
tKfmm'i add. the greateft good he can do, as well 
M the moA acceptable to God, is that which he 

rdo€$ to bis country. None are to be copppared to 
thofe who have reformed kingdoms and conpimon- 

^^Itealths by wbolefome laws and conftitvitions ; 

rlbttC^aftithere have been but few that have bad an 

i iippcNrciinif y to do this, the qumber is very fmall 
ib^H^ have done it. This kind of glory has always 
been ^ much coveted by fuch as nude glory 
.tl^e,. ipie en4 of their . labours, that • when they 
have-not had power either to found or reform a 
fta^tg^ they have )efc n>odels and plans in writing, 
to be executed by others, who fhouldhave, in fu- 
ture times, as Pla^o, A^^^otle, and many others, 
who have fhewn, that if they did not found free 

ftates 
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flatcs themrdves, like Solon and L^curgus, it was 
not owing either to ignorance or want of good- 
will to mankind, but to want of power. Heaven 
then cannot beftow a nobler gift upon uiyman, 
nor point out a fairer road to true glory. !,' J ' 
" If things continue as they are, whenever aiy 
commotion or infurre£tion Ihall happen, eithrr 
fome head will be appointed in a fudden andcii* 
mtittuary manner, who will refcUethe ftatc-byviofc 
lence and force of arms, or one part of the cmvam 
will open the council of a thoufaind again, at)d<&k. 
crifice the other without mercy. In cafccitherdf 
thefe events Jhould happen, your holineis mll'fae 
pleafcd to confider how many executions, .hew 
many banifhmtnts and conBfcationc muft of oe- 
ceflity enfue ; a rcfleftion which muft furdy Ibork. 
the moft hard-hearted man alive, muchihorea 
man of that remarkable humanity and tendemcft 
which hare always diClinguifiied your haliac&; 
The only way then to prevent thefe cviis, n id 
eftabtifh the fcverat clafles and ordinances' of rhe 
commonwealth in fuch a manner that they- may 
fupfx>rE thcmfelves ; and that they will always be 
able to do, when each rank has its due fliare in the 
adminirtration, when everyone knows his proper 
fphere of aftion, and whom he can confide in; 
and laftiy, when no one has any occafton to wifh 
for a change (iFgovcrnment, cither becaule his am- 
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LETTER III. 

B lEN A. 
1>EAR SIR, 

THE antiquity of the city of Siena is, proved 
by the nocice of Pliny, Tacitus, and Pto- 
iemy, if not by another circumftance mentioned 
by its hiftorian, viz. the fplendor of certain fami- 
Hes unong its citizens,* nobility b<ring only an 
ancient virtue accompanied with the fplenclor of 
riches. The tradition, that it was firft planted by 
Rcmtn, can hardly be lupported by the fingle cir- 
cumftance, that the enfigns of the city are a wolf 
giving fuck to two infants. 

Siena was built by the ancient Tufcansy whofe 
province was anciently inhabited by the Umbri- 
anscwho were diiven out by the Pelafgians from 
Arcailiay who were afterwards driven out by the 
IjydiaiH from AGa, five hundred and fixty years 
before Rome was built. Thcfc, from 'J'irrhenus 
dieir-ki/^, were called afterwards TirrhenianSj 
and.brcaufe they ufed in their facrifices gteat 
quantities of frankincenfe, Thus, they were called 
Thufcaas,' and their country Tufcany, by others 
called Etruria,f Livy reprefents the Htrur 
rians as abounding in wealth, and Hlling the 
whole length of.Iuly, from the Alps to the 
ftraita of Sicily,- with their fame; and in an-r 
other placefTeprcfents the Tufcan empire as much 
more ancient than the Roman^J They inhabited 

* Siena dallo fplenilorc delle famiglie s'era nobiliratn,--- 
eflehdo proprio la nohiltS una antica virtu accompagnatiidalb 
fplcndore delle ricchczze, Hiftoria del. Sig. Oi'lanilo Mala- 
volti, dc iatti, c Guerre de' banefi, cofi efterne, come clvili, 
p. 4. "I- Malavotti, p. 9, :o. 

* Tufcorum, ante Romajiorum imperium late terra, ma- 
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wclve cities ; the form of their giWa-iiment wal 
1 confederacy, like that of the modem Swift; 
Dutch, and Americans. The twelve cities^-pCo- 
ples, or diviflons of territory rathcFi were calied 
Rucumoni, from the itiagiftrates annually cbtfai 
:o govern the whole province of Tufcanyi Twdfa 
inriual magiftrates were cholenj one by each ci^y, 
:o govern the whole province, called J..arcc8 ind 
Lucumones : the names of thefe cities were Iju- 
la, Pifa, Populania, VoUerra, Rofelle, FkMtf 
A-gillina, Vuifino, Chiuci, Arezzo, Perugii, an! 
Faleria, the ruins of which arc near to- ViKibcv 
En the fame manner was formed afterwards, by tht 
Greelcs, the republic of the Achaians, the twelve 
dries of which- are enumerated by Pdybius. Hat 
unhke this republic of the Tufcans was thacof 
;he Latins, who, upon public occafitins, zffetnbled 
in a certain place under mount Albanus> caHcd 
Jie Foreft of Fcrentina ; where, having ddiberMtd 
in council upon their afEiirs, they gave thechat^ 
3f the execution of their refotutions to two pn»^ 
:ors.* It is true that fometimes, at the exctuui^ 
3f magiftrates, the Tufcans varying the form of 
iheir government, by agreement among them- 
'elves created a king; and each one of the rwlve 
peoples of the iwcWe principal cities concurred 
:o give him a minifter, whom the Romans after- 
wLirds denominated a liftor : and of fo much pran- 
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ordained, befides the habit of the robe and the 
cloaks the curule chair, and the fanne number of 
iQiniilterSi determining upoa the fame number of 
tidors. This is cold us by Livy : ^' £t hoc genus 
4ri^)£tn]fcis finictimis unde fella cunilis> unde toga, 
]MMiSa fumpta eft^ numerum quoque ipfum 
dliAxim placet, cc ita habuifle £trufcos> quod ex 
4iiod€cim populis communiter create regefmgulos 
fiog^U populi lidores dedef }nt«" With this mode 
oflregimen^ and this form of governnnent, with 
tfmr union and virtue^ the Tufcans augmented 
i^' greatly their empire, that it extended to the 
Alps, which feparate Italy from France, and from 
me iea to the other:' one of which was named 
fiNM9) them the TufcaQ^ and the other the Adri- 
i&c^from the city of Adria, which was their colony, 
and imdtr their dominion. Having acquired all 
IbM -p^rc of Italy, which was afterwards called Ci- 
6i(HQe Gaul^ in order to hold it more fecurely, 
Md:giveToom to their peoplci by relieving Tuf- 
ctey^of ib great a number of inhabitants, they fcnt 
ifiQ.il! twelve colonies. In this manner they pro* 
cceded,: augrnenting and amplifying their empire 
cwevcryfidei-forfeven hundred and thirty years, 
iSQtily in the reign of Tarquinius Prifcus, the 
Gauls took poflef^n of that part of Italy, which 
th^y^ called Ci&lpine Gaul, one part of which was 
a6er%ifards catOed Lombardy, and the other Ro» 
tzufgnai Then began to decline the empire of 
thtr Tulcam;; becaufe on one fide they were 
fon^batcd bf the Gauls, and on the otifer by the 
RoiBfUiit; dfld havi(1g:commenced^ by theabun- 
dance of wealth, to become ambitious and avari- 
cious, and difcord among themfelves following the 
train of thofe TJces; changed the form of their 

S^vcrnrtfen^ and deftroyed their profpcrlty ; and 
is empire^ which, by its union and good order, 
» . . i had 
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had formed itfelf, and, computing from its begin- 
ning to its diiToluiion, Cubfillfd more than athou- 
fand yrars, lod itfelf cafily by meaas of concer)" 
tions, occafloned by habits inconfiftenc with thtt 
virtue by which they had acquired it. Their ftatfi, 
difpoffeffcd by tiie Gauls of all its territory b^ 
yond ihc Appeiiines, and continually molefted.in 
Tufcany by the Komtns, vmno longer unitedifl 
the defence of each odier, by reafon of the varietjr 
which they bcgiin to introduce into the form « 
government in the leparate cities, occaHoncd bf 
their ambition, avarice, and lui^ury ; vices incoa- 
fiftcnt with each othrr, but very powerful to ruin 
a great empire. When tli^ faw the nnoft mani- 
fclt danger of the ruin of ite whole, they exerted 
all their force, but were no longer able to defend 
diemfelves. The other Tufcans, from an indig? 
nation agiinft the Veientes for having feparatelf 
ejcftcd a king, looked on with indifference whik 
the Romans fiibjeded that peopk. Liyy Jay^ 
the Veiemes, to avoid d» tedious contentions o^ 
ambition, which was Ibmetimes the cauli; ofdifr 
Itrnfions, created a king, aod thus gave great of* 
(irnce to the other peoples of Etiuria, not more 
by their hatred of that form of govL'rnmenr, than 
from their dctdlation of the ITan.* 

Tufcany was finally fubjefted to the dominion 
of the Romans, after long wars, many vifiorica 
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citic*'', a.iJ the r:ri:['on Urong, fcnt thither thcii 
colony and grin!' >n, under the firft confulate o 
Curiua Dentarus, two hundred and ninety year: 
bcferc Chrift. The Tufcans rtpnained quietlj 
underthe government of the Romar!^, Until th( 
invafion of It^.ly by Af.lriibal, v^heh tliey wen 
iictmfed ot hawng held tiTtcret raffelpondcnce 
Md' given afiiftanccWo thetCarthaginians. Afte, 
that great victory of tlie Aimans, iit which Af 
drubal, with fifty-fix ttioiir^md-c^' his men, wa 
(Uin> they Tent -Marcus Livius to Tufcany, t< 
inquire which of >the peoples of the twelve citic 
had afTifl-ed rhe Carthaginians, who reported, tha 
he found nothing c?g|Jnft any of the inhabitants o 
Siena. Tranquilftty tillis reftored, continued unde 
the Roti1a*n golWflrt^dnt till the focial war, whei 
the inhabitants of aimoft all Italy waged war witl 
the Ro(nai)sfor the privileges of Roman citizens 
This war cott the lives of an incredible number c 
men, and cnrfed wifihiJdie ruin of Arezzo an< 
Chiuci, two- of the- priMtipal cities of Tofcany 
fixkn whence many families removed to Siena, a 
« place of more fccurity, both on account of it 
being a Roman colony, and as it had ever difco 
vered more fidelity to the Romans than any othe 
Tufcan city. We iUby pafs over the converfionc 
Cooftantine) in a dn^fttof a (landard (gonfalone] 
with>the motto |y tgvtcq nttcc : his divifion of th 
empire, by retiring to Byzantium, into two, th 
Gra^ian and Roman, or Eaftern and Weftern 
the deeiine of the weftern empire ; the capture < 
Ronne by Alaric^ king of the Goths, in 412 : th 
Peking of Rome by Odoacer, king of the Eruliar 
and Thuringians, in 47 5, the firft of the barbaroi 
kings, who drove out Auguftulus, annihilate 
the cnnpire, and made himfelf king of Italy, ai 
lb cftabliflicd his power, that the weftern empi 
Vol, II. R remain 



^mained vacant few three hundred ycarS, tlU the 
:ime of Charlcmain, though Juftin, after the vic- 
njrics of Bellifarius and Narfctte oiver the Goth9> 
Tent I^nginus into Italy with the tide of exarch, 
a kind of firft magiftrate, which continued one 
hundred and fevehty years, through a fucceflion 
of thirty exarchs. Longinus having found that 
the feveral cicies had undertaken to govern tbem- 
felvcs, each one having created its ownmag^- 
trates, fent a governor, appointed by himfelf, not 
to rule generally in the province, but one in each 
city of any confiderable confcqucnce. To thcfe 
governors he gave a new name, that of dukes. 
The firft that he fcnt to Rome was called a pre- 
fidcnt, but thofe who fucceedcd him were caHed 
dukes like the reft. This title of duke, from rfrt 
name of a military olHce, was reduced to the name 
of a dignity, which, at this day, is the principal 
one in Europe after the royal dignity. Arji thus, 
all the time that Narfeite remained in Rome,aftcr 
the expuifion of the Oftrogoths, the cities of Ttif- 
cany governed themfelves by their own ma^f- 
irates, acknowledging no fuperior, until the ar-* 
rival of Longinus in 566, who, with his new go- 
vernors or dukes, debilitated the forces, and dc- 
ftioycd the reputation of the empire, and the con- 
fidence of the people in their own militia, to fuch 
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wliich is now called the lr.Uian, which is no ot 
than the Latin coirupted by a mixture of the h 
barous fpcech of thofe wery Lombards, and fo 
other nations, who after them governed in Ita 
j»die French and Spanilh are fimilar comiptii 
of the Latin, the firO- by a mixture with the li 
gtuge of the Franks, and the iad of the V 
Aotfai and other barbarians. The Lombards h^ 
ffieidDniination of the major part of Italy m< 
than two hundred years, when they were tota 
filbdued. Dcfiderius, who had been duke of T 
caay, and afterwards made king of Italy, was i 
kft Lombard king, and was totally defeated, a 
Sea prUbner k> Lyons in France, by Charlema 
** V73' This great monarch having taken Pav 
ivfaich was the principal city and royal refider 
af the kings of the Lombards, proceeded 
many other ftrong places, which were held by g 
.Tcraors of caftlea and garrifons in the fervice 
tJR king, or of particular lords of thefe place 
thofe which furrendered, and fworc obedient 
woe icft under Ae command of their lords, b 
thofe which refiftcd, and were reduced by for< 
were given by Charlcmain to fome of his baro 
er nobles, in reward of the fervices, virtues, ai 
rtMrits 'they had ihewn in the courfe of the •*.'■. 
More of the cities of Tufcany defended then 
fehws thin of any other parts of Italy, becau 
they were better fortified, and therefore mo 
French noblemen were planted here : thefe marr 
ing with original families in Siena, from the 
fnatches have ifibed the grcatefli part of the nob 
Guniliei which have been, and ilill are, in that cit 
They continued afterwards, many hundreds 
years, to be lords of the fame caftles, until, by co, 
tinual difconjs, many families not only loft the 
eftatrs and commands, but became extinct, as w 
7^ Ra I 



importfd that of counts. C 
arranged all things to his mim 
on his journey to return i and f 
cna, and being moved with the 
heard from thofe noblemen v 
there', of the fidelity and ot)ie 
that people, and being touched 
tions, he made them free, an 
they fhould not be fubjected tc 
other power. This is the rcafc 
lion of Tufcany, afterwards m; 
the Pious and Pafchal the popi 
declared that Arezzo, Chiuli, ^ 
Piftoia, Lucca, Pifa, and Luna, 
to the emperor, and Orvieto, ] 
Sovana, Populonia, Rofella, I 
Nepi, Ihould belong to the 
that Siena is not found among 
latter: being free and indepenc 
the enjoyment of it liberty; . 
had procured from Charlemair 
the people, in gratitude to then 
doubt of any better form, left 
them, zn^ fufFered an optimac; 
/Siena was a long time govern* 



Ac this time ambition, difcontcnt, and ill-I^.nmniir, 
began to arile in Italy, from die wcaknel's ot the 
fucceflbrs of Charlemain ; and Berengarius duke 
of Friuli, and Guido, dnke of Spoletca, ^fpiring 
at the empire and the kingdom of Italy, took 
^ms againft the emperor; and Berengarius fuc- 
ceeded, declared himfelf emperor, and, by the 
favour of the Roman people, was made king of 
Italy 5 in which dignities he was fuccecded by Be- 
rengarius the Second and the Third. A cbnteft, 
however, arofe between the princes of Italy, 
France, and Germany, for the empire and the 
kingdom of Italy, which continued fixty years ; 
and a Saracen invafion having been defeated by 
Albericus, he was declared by the pope djke of 
Tufcany^ and acknowledged no fuperiority in the 
emperor, or France. Contentions foon arofe be- 
tween him and the pope ; and the Hungarians 
taking advantage of them, made inroads into Italy, 
plundered Tufcany, and ruined Volterra. The 
Komans, judgeing this calamity to proceed from 
the difcords between the pope and Albericus, af- 
fafljnated both. Such was the malignity of thefe 
times,, and Chriftian princes had deviated fo far 
from a virtuous^ condudt, and became a prey to 
ambition, avarice, and pleafure (powerful mini- 
fters at all times of every kind of wickednefs), that 
deterrruned, by means even of their vices, and with 
the.higheft impudence, to occupy thofe dignities 
which (;beir anceftors had acquired by religion, 
charity, and every Chriftian virtue, they devoted 
themfelves to continual difcords and bloody wars 
^mongthemfelves; and the people, after their ex- 
ample^ haviDg adopted their follies and vices, and 
embroiled themfelves in the fame diffenfions, found 
themfelves ruined : for, having neither forces nor 
virtues to defend their country, the Hungarians 
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rommitced, in a Ihort (pace of timr, greater n- 
vages in Tufcany than the oihrr barbarous oa* 
tions had been able to do in 300 years. The Sa- 
racens too, or Moors, broke in and deflroyed th« 
Tea coaft of Siena, took Jerufnlen:) and Spain, un* 
tii they were defeated by Charles Martel in Italy, 
in 930, and by Ferdinand the Third in Spain, in 
1 2 ] 6. The city of Rofella was ruined by the Sa- 
racens, and its inhabitants Bed to Siena, whtch 
made it necefiary to enlarge the bounds of tb« 
city and take in the ancient caftle Montone, 
built at the time of the king Porfenna of Chn^, 
who, defirous of afUfting Tarquin the Proud ia 
his reftoration to Rome, fent to his aid two 
hundred infantry, and fifty cavalry ; the fonncr, 
taken fronn the caflle Montonc, were command* 
ed by Bacco Piccolomo j and the latter, itktb 
from the Old Caftle, by Perinto Cacciaconte: 
from thefe two captains are defcended the vm 
moft ancient families in Siena, thofe of the Picco- 
lomini] and thofe of the Cacciaconti. OthOj die 
firft emperor of the German nation, but the fe- 
cond of that name, expelled the laft of the Sari- 
ccns, and left an officer in Tufcany, who governed 
it in his name with the title of vicar 01 the em- 
pire. 

The fucceflbrs of Ocho followed the fame prac- 
:ice i but Sicnj, by the indulgence of Otho. main- 



cky, where they fupporrcd themfclvcs a long time, 
behaving virtuoufly and honourably in the fervicc 
of their country. All the inhabitants of the city 
^nd territory, living then in union and harmony, 
.were cooiprchended under the name of the People, 
^hich has (ince, from a general denomination, be- 
icome a particular and peculiar name of a faftion 
.called Popolo, the citizens being divided into par- 
tics. Although the body of the city increafed on 
every (ide, both in numbers and riches, it was ne^ 
vcrthelels unable to enlarge its boundaries or ex- 
tend its jurifdidion : for having op one hand the 
iapds of the church, and on the other the territo- 
ries of the emperor, it could not go beyond its 
own limits. At this time were introduced much 
induftry, and many artificers, in confequence of aa 
cxtenfive commerce. Befidcs other noblemen, 
the count Bandinello deBandinelli, having agents 
j^ind correfpondents in many parts of the Levant^ 
imported large merchandifes, to his own great pro- 
.fst as well as the public utility, employing and 
maintaining a multitude of people in every kind of 
}abour^ and was in a great meafure the inftrument 
of dircding this people to merchandife. The 
iame couot Bandinello, moreover, being conful^ 
anddefirous of difplaying the confular dignity and 
Wthority^ gave orders that two commanders, or 
officers, on all occafionsoffolemnity or ceremony, 
tihould go before the confuls, with thofe maces in 
their hands, and thofe fringes at their breads, 
after the iimilitude of the liftors, who walked with 
^their bundles of rods and with their axes before 
,the confuls of Rome. . He alfo ordered, that to 
|tfcc trumpets Ihould be fixed thofe ftreamers of 
, white and black tafFcty, which have been ever (ince 
^ed by all the fupreme magiftrates who have 
iucceede4 ia the pLsice of the confuls^ and as the 

R 4 fifcrs 



nfirrs and tnimptters, with the reft of the femJIf 
md fcrvants of the magiftratf, in modern ti(neS, 
,n the public palace, arc cloathcd in blue and 
green. 

About the year 1059 contentions arofe between 
:he emperor Henry the Third, and the pope, who 
decreed him, an enemy to the church, and inter- 
Jifted him his empire and kingdom ; which quar- 
rel was the re.ilbn that the cities of Tufcany be- 
san to be agitattd with feditions, ibme of them 
declaring in favour of thi" emperor, and others, 
rebelling ag:iin(t him, reduced chemfctves to re- 
puMicari governments, and attached thenifelvcs to 
ihe pope, hoping by hi^alTirtance to defend them-' 
felves againft the emperor, who would have op- 
prefled them. From this divifion originated the 
:!efire in the minds of the people to increafc their 
forces, that they might the more eafily refift tfic 
einpL-ror if he fiiould invade Tufcany with a de- 
fign of reducing' them to his obedience. To this 
end every city and caftle endejvoured to make' 
itfclf madcr of thofe in its neighbourhood, or at 
leaft to draw them to its alliance, which invdived 
them in frequent wars, and was ;he original of thofc 
difcords ard enmities with which many cities of 
Tiifcnr.y were long iipir.Tted, and which proved the 
ruin of fomc, tlimigh it auj^^mented the grcatncfs 
of others. The Irnliari? having remained long 
under the obedience df the German emperors, ana 



fpearJn the center, on which was dirj)hyed a 
whine ibnd.uJ, with two Tcarlct llripes, in a crols, 
at the nnidcHe of it ; and on every fide of the car- 
riage (lood a man, who held in his hand a cord 
faftcned to the top of the fpear, that neither the 
force of the wind nor the weight of the ftandard 
might incline one way or another. The chariot 
was drawn by oxen covered with white, although 
they varied the colours according to the preva- 
lerx'c of fadlion in the city. The care and coni- 
mand of this chariot was given to one of the moft 
experience and ability in war, who became their 
captain j and to him, for the purpofe of increafing 
his authority, was given by the public a fhield 
and a fword. But in the times which followed 
after the emperor Frederick the Firft, this office 
was called podeftaj* and he was accompanied 
with eight trumpets, and one prieft. In this man- 
ner the cities of Lombardy, as well as Tufcany, 
lent out their people to war, without entertaining 
apy foldiers in pay : for thofe who were ordered 
ouf to war in thofe times, in Italy, went at their 
own expence, fo great was their affedtion to their 
country, as in the beginning the Romans did j 
wherever the triumphal chariot was found, there 
were the head quarters of the captain, like the 
praetors among the ancients. With this manner 
of making war, confiding in the power of the fac- 
rion they followed, and living by plunder, each 
city was ambitious, by force and by fraud, to in- 
crcafe its dominion, and declined no opportunity 
which occured of oppofing th^felves obfti- 
nately to the moft powerful princes and veteran 
armies, for the defence of their own dignity, and 

* The Italian writers in Latin call this oflScc and officer, 
'both, by the name of potcftas, 
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that of the party to which they were devoced. 
periving from thefe motives, and ff om. fucce^iil 
entcrprifrs, great courage and ardour, when Hen* 
ry the Third, with hisaniipojic, befieged Gregpry 
thcScvrnch in his caftle, and, fur frar of Robert 
Guifcard on hts march tu fuccour the pope, re- 
tired to Siena, Florence took the part of Out 
pope, and Siena that of the emperor, and ffom 
this principle arofethat trrcconcileable hatred ant 
enmity between zhck cities, which lafted {o \oogi 
and produced lb much warand bloodlbed. UpM 
this occafion a memorable battle was fought, and 
^fignalviiftory obtained, by the army of Siena over 
thatof I'lorence. Certain pcrfbns in thiscngagc- 
ment had been the ftrft: to begin the adiod, tod 
behaved themfelves fo bravely in it, that it was 
adjudged that their conduiS had been the prii>- 
cipal caulc of putting to flight the i<'loi^ntiDC»i 
The republic, in reward of their merit, and to »■ 
cite and inflame by tills example the miiKb of 
others to ad: nobiy in (he fei vice of their country^ 
erciftid, by a public dfCfce, a very highcouwltf 
[he fides of their houfcs. The Greeks atid" Ro* 
m:ins ufed to honour, by decreeing ftatucs to thofe 
**'ho perfoimed fimilar achievements in the fer- 
tice ofthtr republic, lendcring by this means iheir 
iiemorifs inimonal ; and they were more or Icis 
innoiiitrd jccording to the pofujon in which the 



Ing that columns^ anciently dedicated to men, were 
marks of honour and confpicuous tokens of im- 
mortal glory ;-^and moved by thofc ancient ex- 
^Hfrfcs, thoie who governed the city of Siena 
havftig, by the long domination of the barbarians 
in Ica^y^ loR the arts of fculpture and painting, 
which were* held in fo high eftimation by the an- 
cteii€s,a^ well as by the modern civilized nations, 
and not being able, for want of artifts, to make (la- 
toes or columns to honour thcfc brave and virtu- 
ous citizens, ordered thofe towers to be built« 
After which precedent, for fimilar merits and fer- 
vices, afterwards many others were crefted ; among 
which was built by the public that of the Mala- 
volti, in memory of the virtue of Philip Malavol- 
ti, captain of Siena in the Chriftian army of Clc- 
menc the Third, This, like many others which 
had been raiied before, was habitable ; and al- 
though they were erefted only as memorials of the 
honour due to greatnefs of foul, they were em- 
ployed very often afterwards as fortifications for 
offence and defence, by the feveral parties, in their 
civil wars ;'^and permilTion was afterwards grant- 
ed by the public, to many gentlemen, to build 
towers at their own expence, as tcftimonials of the 
nobiflity and fplendor of their families : and, un- 
til long afterwards they were taken down by order 
of Charles the Fifth, and the materials employed 
in acaflle which that tyrant built for himfelf, they 
wtro fo large and fohigh, as to be feen from a great 
diftance, and made a moft beautiful appearance.— 
In the union of the Chriflian princes, in 109^^ 
againft the Saracens, and in the army engaged m 
the cntcrprife againft Jerufalem, the city of Siena 
had a thoufand men, under the command of Do- 
minxck and Boniface Gricci, noblemen of Siena. 
Henry the Fourth, after the death of Henry the 
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Third, coming to Rome for the crown in iioo, 
and renewing the difcords with the pope Pafcid 
the Second, and GelaHus his luccelTor, and march* 
ing to Rome with his armies, excited afrdh 
the ill humours in Tufcaily : but thefe not bar- 
ing much energy, did not at that time.prodiice 
efFeds of much moment ; yer, ftirrcd up (roan 
time CO time by the difcords among the great 
princes, and other accidents, though they leem- 
cd at times to be quieted, they broke out again, 
and were never wholly cxurguiffied ; tlicy rather 
proceeded to incrcafe, and at laftdifcovcring thcm- 
fclves w ith greater malignity, they grew, from p»r- 
ticuler dilputcs between one city and another, to 
ihemoft general and fanguinary faftions of all, or 
thegreateil part of the territory of Tufcany, and 
ail the reft of Italy, making alliance among oac 
another of thole who were of the lame faflion, 
againft; other leagues among the factions who 
were their enemies. One party having taJECii 
the name of Guelphs, and the other <rf' .Ghibd- 
iines, diL-fe parties and divifions were not ontf 
between one people and another, but, to complete 
the ruin and dcftru.ftion, ihey entered into the 
fimc city, and fomucimcs into the fame family, 
till there was not a fpot of earth to be found 
■whofe inliabiiants were not divided, and on which 
the citizens did not frtquenily mtec in arms 



Ticnted by the iuci ^ nf thofe plebeians wlio \\\\C\ 
ittachcd thcmleivcs, loaic to one nobleman and 
bme to another ; in the city, they began by vio- 
cricc to endeavour to expel one another alter- 
lately from the city,* By this means, coming 
rcqucntly to blows, and meeting often in arms, 
hey gave occafion to the plebeians, who wiftied 
br nothing fomuch, to ftudy the means, by little 
irid little, of taking the government out of their 
lands, in the firm hope of being able to obtain it 
x> themfelves, if not entirely, at leaft in part 5 for 
:fic gentlemen being in arms, and each party. afraid 
Df being overcome by the other, drove to acquire 
friends and adherents among the plebeians, whom 
by a more decent appellation they now called the 
People. That they might be able, with ftronger 
forces, to conquer their enemies, or at leaft fe- 
CVrc themfelves from being conquered by them, 
nicither party was willing, by refufing the people 
4 '(hare in the government, to make them their 
^fertiies. They agreed therefore to give them z 
mlrd part : wherefore, when they firft appointed 
two confuls of noble houfes, who (hould annually 
vern the republic, it was ordained, that for the 
ure they (hould appoint three, two of them to 
be noblemen taken from each faftion, and the 
third from the people i and fometimes they made 
the number fix, obferving the fame diftribution : 
abd this is the reafon why many perfons have be- 
lieved that certain families, which at this day are 
of the order of the nine,f finding that their an- 
ccftors were made confuls in thofe times, were ori- 
ginally noble, and that their anceftors were of the 
order of gentlemen, not knowing that the people, 

- ^ Plebs eft caetcri cives fine fenatore, Dc Verb. Signif. 
j; Dellordinede nove* 
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from whom the order of nine tiad their on^o^ 
participated tt that time, by a third part, ia the 
government^ and thu from fomc of tbofi: popidar 
^milies, who held at that time-the confuUt^ nt 
dcfcendcd thofe of the nine. The nobles, who rt 
this day are denominated in Siena gefitleroei^ 
and who anciently, being very powerful, Wftt 
fometimes called grandees, are fpning from i pin 
of thofe ancient families, who in the Sift io- 
ftitution and ordination of the repuMic ttefc 
upon them the government, which, with Istgt 
additions to the cit)' and its dominions, they hod 
till the year 1137, when the plebeians, or mott 
properly the people, firft began to cr«cr into t 
Ihare of the government of the ftate and poDct 
of the city: by this means, although thofe irfrt 
had been in the public offices and dignities had 
acquired nobility 10 their -d<rfcendancs, they hlil 
hot however aflumed the name of nobles (rf'rf 
gentlemen. Although in Siena, as well as in iH 
the other cities of Tufcany, the fadlions of At 
nobles and the people long prevailed, they fbllcrtA 
ed, as the moH; favourable and lead invidiou^ diV 
name of popular : and thus, leaving uncomipted 
the ancient nobility, perhaps to avoid the dlfync- 
tion of greater and lefler nobility, like that rf 
nobles and patricians among tfee Romans, applying 
:heml'clvcs ro their faftions, by the orders ct 
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order of rcforirers, who, as all the kiTcr people '^ 
concurred, with foiiK of che ancient houic^, under 
this denoaiinatioo^ w(e;rc;rth^ moi^^numerous, as 
will j^ largely (fae^n in ics proper plac^. After 
:theiib ^Jthrec popular fadions were created, out of 
thofe who were afterwards accepted into the go* 
%i«Fiinrient, and acquired the civil rights, together 
with' thole few houfes who would not follow the 
above-named faftions, another order, which was 
^led the order of the people j and ihefe, how- 
ever they have been ennobled, took the name of no 
tther fadtion but the popular : as anciendy in 
Rome it happened, that the patricians and ancient 
iiobles had always the name of nobles, and the 
plebeians, lb called by the Romans, although they 
hid been confuls and didators, and had enjoyed 
Oriamphs, were for ever called plebeians, until by 
Julius Csefar, Augudus, and Claudius, the empe- 
rorSfi iboie families were added to the number of 
patricians* The greater part of the families of 
iM^les^ who by Romulus were denominated the 
greaner race, and of thofe who were added by 
Tarq^inius Prifcus, and were afterwards by Li- 
ciu^ . Brutus called the lefler race, being already 
exdiiguiifafed^ this diftindion was preferved in the 
Roman fcnate, where the fathers were under- 
flood to be thofe who were of patrician houfes, 
and fathers confcript thoie who had been added 
and recorjdcd in the number of fenators ; and thus 
ibmetimes plebeians, by conccfTions of princes, 
acc^uired the name of nobles. Thcfe orders were 
in all refpe^s contrary to thofe which were ufed 
at this time in the cities of Tufcany, which, being 
governed by the multitude, did not admit^ the 

• H pppolo nainuto. 
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nobles to honours, nor to the admintftntiaa of 
the republic, if, firft renouncing their nobility, 
they did not acquire the privilege of being of the 
people; fuch was in that age the odium agunft 
the names of nobles among thofe who gorerncd 
the republics of Tufcany, from the jeatooff.and 
terror that were entenained of their greaCBc&: 
and this we may well fuppole was the great.Tcafiu 
why thofe firft popular characters, and the athen 
who followed after them, did not care to acquire 
the name of noblemen or gentlemen; on the con- 
trary, they exerted themfcives with all diligence, 
by the bws and by all their aftions, by extenni- 
nation and deftruiflion of one family after anotber, 
to deftroy totally the mennory of all the noble 
houfes of the gcncle'aien, in fuch manner chat the 
greateft part of them are extinguiflicd.. Among 
the few that remained were the Bifdominiy :the 
Tcgolei, the Floridi, who were original inliibi- 
tants of the city, and lived in that thirdpait-df it 
which was called the Old Caftle, with nrnnj^ocber 
noble families which are enumerated. In imtha' 
third part of the city, named the Third rfSaint 
Martin, inhabited the noble fdmllics of Jazzani, 
Trombetti, Guaftelloni, Sanfedonii, and Mheis; 
in the remaining third, called the ihird of Camul- 
lia, lived the Gillcrani, Scricciuoli, Arzochiii, 
Mignanclli. &cc. There was another diftindtion of 




Sarac^ni ; and in the lame pr'^-portion thry migh: 
have feats in the council ot .i iuindrcci gentlemen, 
CO whom were added, in this reform of the ftace, 
fifty popular members. This todncil was renewed 
once in two years, and (bmetimes every year ; and 
was eleded by the general council, one member 
fiom rath family, with ample authority. In this 
council, which was to afTemble at leafi: once a 
month, chev confulted of all affairs of the moil 
ferious nature and the greateft importance. Under 
this form of government Siena continued for fome 
time, and following the imperial party, they me- 
ditated to poflcfs themfelves of the caftlc of 
Radicofani, then pofTefled by the church, pretend^ 
ing that it had been given to the bifhop and 
people of Siena by the count Manente di Viconti 
di Campiglia, before 1138 ; but this expedition 
&iled. In this year the inhabitants of Siena and 
Arctini united with Conti Guidi, whofe caftle of 
Monte alia Croce they relieved from a fiege of 
the Florentines. The Conti Guidi were lords of 
' xn^ny caftles in Cafentitio, and one part of Val- 
derho, and had been decorated with the title of 
counts by Otho the emperor, after he had libe- 
rated Italy from the lordfliip of Bercngarius the 
Third, when one of the family who came with 
Kiai from Germany married a lady of Florence, 
from which marriage defcended the houfe of Conti 
Guidi. We may pafs over the bloody wars and 
variety of viftories and defeats between thefe two 
cities of Siena and Florence ; but when Frederick 
Barbamfl^ came into Italy they made a truce, and 
new laws and confederations were made between 
the people of Tufcany. The Florentines, Luc- 
che&, Pratinfians, and lords of Carfagna, entered 
into one league; and the inhabitants of Siena, 
Pila, Piftoia;, and Aretina, and the Conti Guidi, 
Vol, !!• S into 
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I into another : and becaufe the Stende had Ihewi 
I themfelvts, in the dilTenfions which had happenn 
in times part between the popes and the cmpc 
I rors, favourable to the empire, the pope Adrian 
I atrtncivc to the arrival of Frederick, with much lb 
I )icitude completed the fortrefs, and part of th 
of the territory of Radicofani. In 1 15, 
I Frederick, was crowned at Rome, after long dii 
I putts with the Romans, and returned to German; 
I in 1 155. The Sicnefc, by the fimilitude of af 
I fe61ions, being of the fame faftion, acquircda ju 
Irifdiiflion over Poggibonzi, an eighth part o 
I which caftte had been given them by the coun 
iGuido Gucrra. This caflle was afterwards, ii 
1 1263, taken by Charles king of Naples, and givfi 
I to the Florentines, and by them demolifhed, a: 
I always friendly or fubjeft to the Sienefe, and a re- 
Iccptacle of Ghibcllincs. 

In 1:58 Frederick came a fecond rime .inn 
lltjiy. The Sienefe, being in dlfjerence with tb< 
Icountof Orgi.1, and other lords their neighbours, 
I who held many (Irong caftles very near to Siena 
I foine of which were dcmolifiicd by the Sienele, 
I the lords of thcl'e cafllcs were defirous of re- 
I building them i but Frederick granted to the Sie^ 
Incfc the privilege, tlut neither tl-.ofe counts, noi 
any other lords, nor iheir fuccenbrs, Ihould re- 
build any calb'e, or forrrcfs, within twelve nijlc! 



the warS; and truce;, :'r,d rx^a'^'s^ {v:\vccri tlorL^nce 
and Siena, may likcu.ic be omitted; thougli in 
the laft, which was in 1 184, he found enemies in 
the Sienefe, his pld friends. According to fomc 
writers, this ftrange revolution was in 1186, and 
the caufes of it defcrve to be examined and ex« 
plained. * 

Charlennain, as has been before related, left the 
government of Siena in a finglc aflembly of he- 
reditary nobles, who, no dogbt, as they had pro- 
cured the independence of the city by their intereft 
and interceflion, thought it their own, and entailed 
on their pofctriry forever. While the people con- 
fidered thcfc rulers as their benefadlors, to whorri 
they owed fo much ; while the nobles were united, 
and the city continued with conftancy faithfuj to 
the emperors, all went fmoothly on ; at lead no 
hiftory appears to the contrary : but in a courfe 
of time, when xhe nobles became divided into 
parties, each of which courted the people, not fo 
much from humanity, patriotifm, or love of li- 
berty and equality, as becaufe their bones and 
fmew^ were wanted in the civil wars, the people^ 
with very good reafon, began to demand a fliare, 
and to take a hand in the game. But how ? Not 
in any proportion which could give them a con- 
troul, or a power of felf-defence, or even much 
influence ; out by claiming one in thi-ee confuls^ 
and fifty in one hundred and fifty fenators. Ab- 
folute power was ftill in the noble hundred, and 
the people; by their members, only became nearer 
witncfles of their own infignificance, and of the 
arbitrary difpofition of their noble mailers. This, 

• Malavoltv lib. iv. p. 36. Giovanni VillaniChronichc 
Fioreotine^ lib. v. Muratori, Rer. Italic. Scrip, ton^ xv. 
Chroiiica Sanrfe de Andrea Dei. Muratori^ DifTertatione, 504 
Muratori, Annal. torn* riu anno 1 186, p. 5^. 
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thrrefore of courfe irritated the people, an^ MR 
them able leaders, while it increafcd the miAim 
of che fai5lions in each party of the nobles to ca' 
refs them Hill more. Ir cunfcquciicc of this, die 
public councils and conduift, in 1 186^ began to 
be unfteady, and a ftrong faftion appearcdoor die 
pope againft the emperor. Philippo Malavolti, 
Palmerio Malagalla, and Guido Maizzi] were this 
year conf^jls. The emperor, dcfirous of palling 
through the town, the Guelphs had acquired fo 
much influence as to fbut the wates againft him, 
and even to attack and defeat his army : but as 
ibon as he was prepared to punifh them for this 
offence, certain orators were tent to him, by thofe 
in the government, to excufe the fault, and to b^ 
his pardon. They faid, the refiftance to his nu- 
jefty had been occafioned by the fury of the peo- 
ple, who rofe in a tumult very much againft the 
will of ihfir governors, who Kid always been 
faithfully devoted to him. Theemperor received 
ihe'Ti gr.ic:oufly, and confirmed their' privileges 
Ui:dcr (bnie fcvcre conditions, moved howtver to 
this grace, according to the cuftom of thr great 
p:i.ncis, more by his own intrrcft, than 'by ahy 
coiitiJcfK-e he !iad i:i their profelTions : ' but as he 
was now intenr upon a;i cntcrprife into the Levant 
ay^aind the Tin k-, and Saracens, he wiflied to leave 
ail ihmgs in tranquillity in Italy. Intending.on 
his rtiu:n, to make himrvlf riiafter of the king- 



be favourable to the Sieneftr, and granted tlifm 
the power, under the imperial authority, to elcet 
confulsj as they had been long iifed to do ; but; 
tbofc ^^ho 0iou]d be clefted, were obliged to ac- 
cept the invcftiturc of their confulate, without ex- 
peoace^. from the king himfelf, or the emperor,^ or 
thcit fucceflbrs, if in Italy ; if not, fronn- their Ict 
gate QiC vicar in Tufcany : ^and if there Ihould be 
. no imperial legate in Tufcany, the confuls dedl 
,wcrc obliged to go in a body, or a part of them, 
oriend; an ambaffador, to demand the inveftiture 
of the emperor, or whoever (hould be king of the 
Romans. In 1187, Jerufalem was befieged by 
Saladin ; and Siena fcnt five hundred of her young 
, men, under the command of Philip Malavolti, in 
■ the Chriftian army raifed for its relief, Hcnry^ 
on hU. ccturn from this expedition, was by the 
.. pdpe diecUred emperor, and invefted in the king7 
.'4oais, of Naples and Sicily, upon condition that 
Jxc.wouW recover it from Tancred, the fpnof Ro- 
gcr th^. Fourth of the houfc of Normandy, heir 
, of.^illi^m, king of England, who died in this 
. crufade. . While the pope and the emperor were 
occupied in this enterprife, and all Italy was filled 
.* .with aums and rumours, and fo many gentlemen 
, pf S^ejna were abfent in the wars, the people of 
,^ ^Si^na thought they had a favourable opportunity 
^yto cndeavQur, with fecurity, to take the govern- 
. . men t^ of the republic out of the hands»of the con- 
i/Zliifs^ ^nd, by a reformation of the (late, introduce 
^►^aocw fqrm of a popular government. The pie- 
-^jbfians tumultuoufly rifing, with great impetuofity 
; /fie,w to arms j but the gentlemen, who had fore-. 
. Jjccn the ipfurreftion, had prudently aflembled iq 
^,,lLHe,public walks, and provided themfelves with at- 
. Itc^^id^nts and arms, thavt they might be able to op- 
l poTc the people, and defend the dignity of the 
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government. The heads of the {lopular ftdion, 

perceiving that their defign could not fucceed by 
force, put a ftop to the tumuit. but flood armed 
in feveral parts of the city. The moft rWpeda- 
ble citizens of each partv, meeting half way be- 
tween the tfto bodies, efFofted 3 rct^ncihatiMi lb 
far, that both fides agreed to lay down their amis { 
and it was agreed, that if any one would' demand 
br rcquefl: that any thing (hould be correfted 'or 
reformed fot the public ferVice, he ftiouM propofc 
it civilly, without the terror of arms ; and if it 
fhould be judged an error or a grievance by the 
council, there Iho'jid be no difficulty in obtainir^ 
its amendment or redrefs ; and, with copious rea- 
Ibnings, thcv dcmonftrated the dilbrdcrs which 
muft arifc from fnch commotions, with arms in 
their hands, to demand deliberations upon new 
laws, becaufe the muhitude, always naturally de- 
firous of feeing new things, are never contented 
with what they pofiefs, and having obtained one 
bbjcft of purfuit, they fiiddenly look for another, 
fetting neither bounds nor laws to their appetites, 
and upon every little accident, which is always (n 
the power of any one to excite, they fly, accord- 
ing to their prefcnt paiTiors, prejudices, nccefli- 
lics, or inclinations, to buiglaries , robberies, and 
conflagration, many examples of which have been 
fccn in Siena, as well as other cities ; and no me- 
thod of fupprefilng an unbridled populace has 
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to the plebeians, that they would not have fub- 
mitted to this inlblence, nor Jet elcape this op- 
portunity of putting an end to fuch fcditions^ by 
cluftiiing tht authors of this. They only advifed 
the conluls to call together the council the next 
d^. When together, they deliberated and de* 
baud upon a variety of fubjeftsj but/ after (nany 
contefts, they concluded upon nothing but this : 
In order to fatisfy the annbition of two or three 
.perfons who afpired to be confuls, it was deter- 
mined, that, inftead of three confuls, there (hould 
.in fucure be fix, obferving the fanne diftribution of 
two thirds nobleoicn, one third of whom were to 
be of the Ghibelline faction, and one third popu- 
lar members. By this meafure, they quieted the 
minds of the ambitious and envious for this year : 
but the year following, at the new election of con- 
iulsy. irelh innovations would have been attempted, 
ifj at that time, thofe Sienefe gentlemen,* who had 
.been to Afia at their own cxpence, had not re- 
•turned in triumph, to the univerfal joy of the 
whole city. This event quieted the minds of thofe 
V^ho wcreaddided to civil difcord. As the creation 
pf iix confuls had produced no other efFedt than 
to increafe the difficulty of aflcmbling them to- 
^ether, and of concluding deliberations by deciding 
jqqeftions, it was now refolved to have only three ; 
and in this way they went on, varying the num- 
ber according to the times and the buflnefs. 

In 1194, and 1195, the commerce of the city 
was mucn increafed by emigrants from Milan ; the 
manyfaftures in wool were introduced -, the great 
fountain an4 aqu^isduft was built, ^ well as the 
palace. 

In H97, the contj Sci^enghi werejnade to fub- 
mit and fwear allegiancq to Siena, for all the 
lands and caftles^ as il Monte Sante Marie, Monte 
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■Uo, Monte Marcino, Monte Bernardo, Monte 
anco, &c. and the Cjcciaconti, Cacciaguern, 
ancredi, Guido, Ranlcrl, Barnirdlno, Aldobran- 
no, Renjldo, counts of Scialenghi, where ad- 
itted citizens of Siena. The inhabitants of 
fciano alfo fubmlttcd. The count Napoleonc de 
iconii di Campiglia, the courts Guigliefchi, sod 
e counts Ardeghelchi, alfo capitulated. The inr 
bitanisof Montalcino, who had frequently ei- 
:ed quarrels between Siena and tlicfe counts, 
iw difcovercd nnuch animofuy, and preparations 
-re made for war, to bring thcjTi to lubmiiEon i 
d that civil diiTcnGons might not interrupt the 
tcrpriie, and to quiet the minds of many, who 
fired that military matters fhould be feparatcd 
im the civil and political, and tliat the confuls 
Duld have nothing to do but attend to afTaira of 
te, and government of the city, they made ao 
:i5tion of a foreign nobleman, who, with impe- 
1 authority, lliould have the care of all civil 
i criminal caufcs, having judges, afie0brs, and 
ler officers in his family, convenient for fuci an 
ce. This magiftnitit; they called podeila, from 
: power and authority granted to the cities o( 
ly to create Inch an uHiccr by the emperor 
edcrick. the Firft, a: the p?ace of Conftance ip 
n-^, and to the Sienelc in particular by Henry 
Sixth in iiS6, when he came into Italy. 



might not be moleflfJ by them in the enterprife 
they meditated againll IVlontalcino. The dilCQids 
among the princes of Germany upon the elcftion 
of an emperor, and the revolution of empire 
in Conftantinople, are not much to our prefeftt 
.pui*f>ofe. 

Iit'iaoi a perpetual alliance, offenfive and de- 
fenfive, was concluded between Florence and SiCf 
na, Phtlip Malavolti being podcfta, by which the 
inhabitants of Monralcino were declared enemies 
of both. In 1202 the army of Siena made them« 
felves matters of their fortrefs and territory. The 
counts Ardenghefci refufed to furnifli their quota 
to this expedition, which excited the refentment 
of the- city againft them, and at length a war. 
The cities of Tufcany, that lived and were go- 
verned as republics, remained long without any 
palace, or other public place in which they could 
ailcmbk their magiftrates and councils ; they were 
therefore lummoned to meet fomctimes in one 
chdKch, and i&metimes in another, according to 
die*changesof the firft man in the oflTce of con- 
Xul^'^umil the eftablifhment of the office of the 
nine^^ at i«^hich time a palace was built. ' The firft 
xronferufwaily collefted the reft in his own parifh 
church', as the Romans long congregated their fe- 
nate, fbrififetimes in one temple, fometimes in an* 
othefj according to the nature of the bufinels on 
which they were to deliberate. Another quarrel 
foon arofe between Florence and Siena, at the con*^ 
clufion of which the latter were obliged to relin- 
quiili Poggibonii, whofe inhabitants praifed the 
Floifenrines very highly, while they reproached 
with bhterncfs the Sienefe. The arbitrators, or 
agents, who fettled this difpute, were very ill re- 
ceived on their return ; and the praifes of Flo- 
rence^ which they heard repeated, difplcafoj them 
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u much as the reproaches of thetnfelvca. Thefe 

excited great heats, reitntmems, and perfonalai- 
eercations, not only among ihc common people, 
but among ail the nobli; houfes which had givtn 
tbeir opinions againlt making the ctffion of Pog- 
gibonzi. The dilputes upon this occaOon weqt 
fo far, that many penijnai enmities grew out of 
thenrt, and parties rrcqucnily came to blows, and 
bloody combats in arms, by which many fa&iQiis 
were generated, who frcquentiy fiphting with«ach 
other, produced a number of atro'.'iotisa£tions.snd 
fcandalous crimes. The wilcfi: men, thofewhocpa- 
fider more the end than the beginning of things 
I character peculiar to prudent men, were hardlf 
able to invent a remedy, or by the intcrpoGdoB 
of the public authority to preferve the pcvc. 
The city remained a long time wonderfully ab- 
lated, the citizens having no conBdence in one 
another, Jlanding in continual fufpicion,«uldsi)y 
expeftaEion of further difarders, tumults, and fc- 
ditions. Thefe dilliaclions delayed the expedtuoB 
againft Montepulciano, which however was u. 
length, in 1204, undertaken; when diflenltCBt 
aro!c among all the cities ot Tufcany upon the 
quclbon, whether Montepulcijiio was within the 
dominion or country of Siena. Jt was cuftomary 
to fettle fuch difputi-s by a congrefs or parliamenl 
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one word, regalia ; and when it happened that the 
emperor ient no vicar to the province, he fent 
nuncios to particular cities^ and called them counts 
lof.thofe places to which he fent them/ with the 
^sinfie authority^ This method of colleding toge^ 
•ther and making a congrefs, which was ufed ih 
-thofe times by the cities of Tufcany, was gene- 
rally very ufefiil to the whole province, bccauie 
ifae reftors(fo they called the reprefentatives who 
<:ompofed the congrefs) as foon as they underftood 
^at a difference had arifen between one city and 
^uiother^ although they were fomc times of different 
and contrary faftions, exerted themfelves, accord- 
ing to the obligations of their nrwgiftracy, with 
extreme diligence, to bring them to an accommo- 
dation ; and if fometimes their endeavours td 
a^juft the difference did not fucceed, and the war 
iPTEB profecuted, the congrefs ncverthclcfs Hood 
fitmy and the redors did not fail to do every thing 
in their power for the univerfal benefit, and at a)} 
titnes appeared together in parliament for the 
|mbiic bufinefs' which occurred, and to make their 
tikdiodS) at the ftated periods, of new rc&ors, 
mho had no authority alone in their countries, bat 
^Mily while they were affembled with the restore 
of the other cities. As it was their duty to be 
idwiys attentive to the common utility, if fo many 
|ieople, for their private interefts, excited by the 
iimbition of dominion, or by avarice^ two qu^i- 
ties very unfriendly to peace, had not departed 
#om this fasderal order, the ruin of fo many re- 
l^blics had not perhaps been effefbed $ but as the 
toen of that age were little accuftomed to reflcc- ' 
fion^ and had lefs prudence in providing for futu- 
/ity, they were ftiH lefs folicitous to leave, by the 
tneans of letters, the memory and hiftoryof their 
timesj fo that only a confufed notion of a few 

particulars 
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particulars rniuin at this day, not onliraf du 
coofcdc-ration, but of an infinice number of uka 

great cvcms and. inftitunons. 

In i2c6 followed the difcords between FkiU^ 
of Suevia, and Oiho of Snxony , and ihcir cqo* 
lention for tKc cmpiie, in which Philip was (upc> 
rior 1 which was followed by wars with the Sm~ 
cens, and between Siena and Florence,. in whict 
the army of the former was delcated at Monu)lO> 

J n 1 309 the king of the K.r>irtans came ifUQ Itl- 
IV) >ind conHnnrd the privihges of Sienaj ,puti- 
ciilarly thofe of ele&ing conluls, coining moocf, 
and admin iflering jtifliee, reterving appcaisi- wd 
other conditions cxprclTcd in the gronl of Heoi^f; 
but declaring) that Jacomo Aldubrando^ • .aod 
Henry, fons of Aldibrandiiio Guifeppi, andfKhei 
nobles who held fcignories in the county of SicOt 
nor their riibjr6ls, Ihould be under the podcfUof 
the city. The confuls endeavoured to divert:the 
niinds of the people, now at peace with Flotencr, 
by employing them in rebuilding the ca0:les,.wd 
redoring the (Irong places belonging 10 the <c- 
ptiblic ; but ihey found it impoITible to fuppF<6 
or divert the ambiiion of the popular multitude, 
who, feeling theinlirlves relieved from foreign warit 
would be employed in donic(Uc fed>cion9. As 
they were at liberty to thoorc the podcfta, either 
from foreigners or from the nobility ol Siena, the 



poJeflcl ni')ulcl,fot tlu^ fiirnre, always be a foreigner. 

It is eaiy to fee th.ic the })r;dcofniott of the nobles 

concurred with, if ic did noc excite this popular 

•ihnmoUF J for the jealoufy and envy* of the nobles 

Cail never bear to fee one of themfclves elevated 

fWith above the reft. Regardlefs of equality 

Aindng the people^ and irreconcileable enemies to 

^Jltiy appearance of it between the people and 

'themfclves, they mud always be peers, or equals 

nmong one another ; and when a king, or any 

^ther firft magiftrate, mull be placed over them, 

'th*y always prefer the introduction of a foreigner 

"tb the elevation of one of their own body. But 

; k dcies not always happen in thefe cafes, that by 

-^Caking away the caufc, the effeft is removed. 

*Thofc who are grown inveterate in the habits of 

Wiiflifnfion, without having any regard to the pub- 

-^ic good, and without the leaft caufc of complaint, 

^4^itt find means of interrupting and difturbing 

*^gOod order. The people had obtained whatever 

'^fhey demanded, yet they would not lay down their 

/tfrms; and the multitude appearing in continual 

•infurreftions, fome terrible caiaftrophe was apprc- 

-liewdcd, and would have occurred, if the nobles 

^hed flot likfewife reforted to arms, and, with a 

-^reat concourfe of thofe who wilhed for peace and 

"AttJdtr, had not marched through the city. This 

^^roceffion fpread a terror among the feditious, 

iVho, from fear, laid down their arms, and returned 

'#6 theii' hoi>res. Upon this the government was 

>"rt<j'flffumed, and confirmed by the punilhment of 

^^any bf thofe who had been the heads of this 

'*brtimotion. The firft who was created podcfta, 

\kcc6rding to the new law, was M. Guido di Ra- 

*rtlccio da Orvieta. 

;'' In raai, Frederick the Second, after his coro- 
'fjation, having granted many favours to feveral 

lords 



Siena. 

lords and cities of the Ghibcllinc party, renewed 
and enlarged the privileges of Siena, of adminiftei* 
ing jufticc, of paying the gabclls or impofts only 
at the gates of the city^ of coining money, and of 
exemption from all cuHoms and tributes in the 
country. Thefc excmprions and privileges per- 
haps occafioned a demand of (Imilar favowi 
which was at this time made by the territories tri- 
butary to Siena, fuch as Chiuci, Montelatrooe, 
Montcpinzuto, Potentino, Luriano, Vice, the 
lands of the abbey of St. Antimo, and other places. 
But as this demand occafioned a civil war, and 
Siena raited a force bothof horfe and foot, which 
:hey were ill provided to refiil, they capitulated. 

In 1 222 the count Ranieri da Travale, originally 
jf the Morea, in the Peloponnefus, was made i 
:itizen of Siena, and annexed the lands and cafHes 
le had purchafcd to their dominion. From hira 
ire delctrndcd the counts of Elci, Montingcgnoji, 
ind Fuofini. But the ciry, when it was not at 
*ar with Florence, r.or againft the pope, nor en- 
gaged in crufades, nor in rebellion againft the em- 
jeror, was almoft continually engaged in difputci 
ind wars with the mouniaiiis, caftles, and lords 
n its neighbourhood, though in allia:]ce with i^ 
}r under its dominion ; and whenever a moment 
jfpcrfeft peace occurred, fcditions and tumuls 



iiics, but with lIk- IdtlIs of r!.c ivjoiintain.s too 
ong to be lelaicd -, b'lc at lall Moiitcpulciano was 
aken, and peace concluded. The cicies of Tuf- 
!any»now in profound peace, and all apprchenfions 
)I its interruption removed by the prcfence of the 
emperor in Italy with a powerful army, the Siencfc 
ibpught themfeives fccure from the (tratagems as 
jrcll as invafions of their enemies. This fcnfe of 
iecurity awakened in the minds of the popular 
multitude in the city of Siena the fame dcfire of 
naking themfeives matters of the internal govcrn- 
fBent of the republic, which at former times th<jr 
lad entertained. The principal heads of this fac- 
ioQ» in their confultations on the project, and dif- 
apurGng on the means of carrying it into execu* 
:ipn, found among themfeives a great variety of 
opinions, from whence arofe violent diffenfions» 
Frpm this arofe two circuniftances, which prevent* 
:d xhe fcandaious diforders which ufually happen 
in luch cafes. The firft was, a delay of the con- 
clufions and refolutions ; the fecond was, that in 
this interval it was not pofTible to keep the plot 
\q iecret and concealed, that no intimations (hould 
be given to the nobility of what was meditated to 
their difad vantage, and the manifeft danger of the 
whole city> if to fuch an end the people fhould 
recur to arms. When the nobles had difcovered 
ud confidercd the fituation and the danger they 
were in, not only from thefe commotions, but 
frqm the hatred which, in the wars of fo many 
years with Florence and Orvieta, they had pro- 
voked in the minds of their inhabitants, from 
fuch prudent confiderations it was determined tqi 
treat civilly with the popular party, without the 
bijftle of arms, left they fhould be involved at 
OQce in a war both at home and abroad ; and as 
the popular party, from the fame mQtiveSi concur* 

red 
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■fd wich the nobln, that the innovatkfo flibuldbe 
nadc in thiHr civil robes rather than in armour^ it 
was agreed that the council fhould be aflemUrdi 
Here rhey deliberated and debated on the liiodeof 
reforming the government of the city. As the 
popular party Taw no pofEbitiiy of obtaining n> 
rhemfelves cxclufively the government, as they had 
It firft projeftcd and rcafoncd among themfcivn, 
they demanded, that, in addition to their liiird part 
in the council and magiftracy, it fhoutd be lento 
thcdifcretionof the councilthemfclves to choo&thc 
other part of the magiftrares, and fifty more mrm- 
bers at Icaft of the council, one of the nobles or 
people, at their pleafure. To this the nobles would 
not agree, and many of them oppofed tt wirfi foch 
efficacious reafons, as made it appear unrealbnablc 
to the popular party themfelves, and the petition 
was neither granted nor countenanced by many 
voces. Tolomci, MalavoJti, Buonfignorj, and 
G.»llcrani, were the principal fpeakcrs among the 
m»b!es ; and their eloquence was employed to per- 
fuadc the popular party, that they ought to be 
contented with the fharc ihey already enjoyed in 
tht republic, and titecm themfelves under obliga- 
tions to the memory of their grandfathers, who 
had ib benevolently embraced them, and taken 
tiicin into their fociciy ; and having received lb 
I (avQiirfirim rhc nobilitv.uhQhad receivcci 
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pacities, as to have orcafion, in the aJininiftracion 
of there public, for ti^c alLiianceotlb great anum- 
. ber of new men, for the moll pare ufeleis^ or more 
w ^brop^rly peroicious, by their concraded under^ 
:Uandings aod fmali experience. That their pro- 
Je^was^ the more alarming^ as tbcy propoied to 
ina^sLCthe magiftrates fo very numerous;- becaiife 
.it had been feen, in numberlefs examples, and ex* 
. perience had found it an infallible obfervration, 
.that (lates had been feldom well governed by the 
multitude^ in whofe deliberations, befides other im- 
perfedlions, the opinion of the moft ignorant and 
incapable weighs as much as that of the mofl: 
prudent and experienced. Thofc cities which had 
raibly committed the government to the multi- 
tude, had, to their misfortune, more frequently 
experienced revolutions in the (late, than thofe 
^ which reftrided the government to a few: for al- 
though, to a fuperficial view, the equality of the 
^Vlti;&cns in the public deliberations, where the votes 
are numberetr, but neither weighed nor meafuredi 
ofiigbt appear a juft and reafbnabic thing; yet to 
any man who maturely refleftcd on thefubjeft, it 
muft appear in a very different light. As to the 
.mode of making the eleflions of magiftrates, if ie 
j were poflibic to concede to the people the (hare 
^thcy demanded, thefe orators demonftrated that it 
mud prove pernicious to the commonwealth. The; 
sc^ethod propofed was a way to take from the 
.council the (rte powerof creating the magiftrates^ 
tl^e prQpo(ed law impoHng the nece(rity of creat- 
ing one third of them from one faAion excluiively^ 
aiip taking away the difcretionary right of ele£ling 
th^ic ^o, according to the occaflons and tinnes 
bfyar or of peace, might be the bcfk qualified to 
dtichai]ge the duties of their office^ 1 1 was affirm* 
cd^ that in a very little time it woukl be feen, that 
Vol.. II. T not 
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not only the notlrs, who had from the beginning 
ruled, and with fb much virtue and dignity ^- 
grandized their country, but even that thofe po- 
pular families, who for a fpace of an hundred 
years had honourably governed and profpered with 
them, would by this innovation be thrown out of 
the government. That this invention, as now 
propofed, as was eafy to be perceived, had no other 
end in view than to introduce a government of 
new men, by pulling down thofe who had hither- 
to maintained it; becaufc, as the council in the 
election of officers was bound by neceflity always 
to cleft a third portion from the popular order, it 
might and would fbon happen, that of the other 
portion, either all, or at leaft a part, would be po- 
pular members, new pcrlbns, and unexperienced in 
adminiftration ; and the nobles, and thole accuf- 
tomed to j;overnmcnt, would be depofed, to the 
grievous lot's and misfortune of the public. When 
it was admitted that every citizen, without diftinc- 
tion, might be admitted to honours and to govern- 
ment, IS it not better that the council fhouldhavc 
the free faculty of irnking their eleftions of per- 
fors apt for ilieir offices, that men may be ex- 
cited by this mciive to habituate themfelves to 
honourable exercifes and virtuous courfes ? That 
to im[-ore the ncct-fHiy of electing another, who 
km 



To t!i;s hara::.^M'- i: v. ::s anlwercd, on the nart 
o{ tlie popular huttion, I y \Villiam Gollucci^ who Go 
•faid, that the nobles ought not tQ difdain to have 
the people aflbciatcd with theni in the govern- 
ment of the commonwealth, among many other 
reaibns, becaufc they very well knew they had it 
not now in their power to fay, what had been af- 
firmed by their grandfathers, when in the begin- 
ning they refufed to admit the people to any (hare, 
that popular men are not fit to exercife magiftra- 
cies, nor to rule in the councils of the city ; for 
having, fince 1 1 35, governed in concert with them, 
participating only in a third part, they had given 
iuch affiftance, that the city was gready increafed 
in dominion, riches, and population, as was evi- 
dent'to all men : fo that their fociety might be 
*iaid to have been of the greateft public utility : 
and the fame benefits, and ftill greater, might be 
rxpedted in future, when, inftead of a limitation 
to a third part, there fhould be no bounds pre- 
icribed. That it very rarely had happened that 
any city had ari fen to grandeur, if it had not 
admitted the people and the other fubjeds to 
the adminiftration of the commonwealth, and to 

- the magiftracies. " This," faid he, " was the ruin 
t>i the Lacedemonians and the Athenians, who, 

' idthough they w?re moft valiant in arms, would 
have found their republics of little energy and 
fliort duration, if they had excluded their fub- 
jefts fix)m the hopes of rifing by their arms 
and other virtues, to honours and public magif- 
tracies. What was it that elevated Rome to its 
fdperlative greatnefs, more than their having 
given civility, the rights of citizens to privileges 
and honours, to all in Italy who fubmittcd to their 
empire ? What can ftimulate your own citizens to 
greater alacrity in the fervice of the public, than 

T 2 the 
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the hope of arriving^ by their good behaviour, 19 
the highell honours of the republic f and th« 
knowledge, that if in war they place them&tves 
in the polt of danger, ihcy arc fure to do it for 
their own proper utility, as well as Us that of 
others? What intcreft can you believe will make 
them more ardent, animated, and intrepid, in aof 
public enterprife ? We know, moreover, that no 
government can be properly ftyled a republic, 
which does not comprehend all the people of the 
city." By thefe realbns he endeavoured to perfuadc 
the ftnace, that is to fay, the council, that the 
dcm.)nd trade by the people was as much for the 
public fervicc in general, as their own in particu- 
lar; and as to that which had been faid by ibe 
grandees againft receiving new men into th« go- 
vernment, he irplicd, that as all other thin^, how 
ancient foever they might be, had a beg^aoii^ 
fo it was with nobility ; " as for example, wc m«y 
fay, as you know very well, that after the firft 
oiiginal nobility of our city, with Charlemw, 
when he delivered Italy from the dominaiion of 
the Lombards, came the MalevoU and the French 
gentlemen, who fince have called chemfelves Ban- 
dinelli, who were received not only into the num- 
ber of the citizens, but into the ranka of the 
nobles and patricians of Siena ; after that, with 
; Firlt. V'iit^n I'iC expelled the Bei 
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admitted to the government in i r 35 ,• :ind if wc. 
their dcfcendants, have retained the name of po- 
pular^ it does not follow that we have not ac- 
^dired nobility. For what reaibn then, if your 
anceftors have accepted foreigners and ultramon- 
ranes, and even conquered lords and landholders, 
TtSiXO theft peerage, fhould not you receive your 
own proper fellow citizens ? thofc who are born 
free within the fame walls with yourfelves, and 
run the fame fortunes with all others ? You will 
lay, becaufe they are not noble. We however 
fay, that all thofc others in this kind of nobility 
were not more noble than are at this hour thofe 
who, by means of public dignities, have acquired 
nobility, or than will be thofe who fliail come into 
the government after us j and as we (hall be an 
tfxample for them, fo will they be to thofe who 
rti^y come after them ; and the city will be able, 
by this means, to preferve for a longer time the 
lidbility of her citizens ; and, as it is natural that 
ilfciitever has a beginning muft have an end, new 
noblemen will fucceed from time to time to thofe 
who may fail, and the land will be better peopled 
and' more powerful." 

A Ihort replication to thefe arguments was 
made by Rinaldo Alefli, who faid, that if the e 
people, fince they had participated in the go--^ 
vcrnment, had remained more quiet, it was poffi- 
ble the city might have made fome notable acqui- 
fitioni but, as every one knew, the continual 
leditions which the popular party had excited^ 
had raifed their inordinate defires, and difpofed 
them more to civil wars than to wars with their 
hdftile neighbours; and that thofe acquifitions 
which they had made had been obtained rather 
h:f the incidents of the times than by any other 
rtafon: and that thofe ancient gentlemen who 

T 3 can;\c 



amc formerly with Charlcmain and the firf 
[ho, when they were invited, many centuries ago 
:o inhabit this city, had the feigniories of mani 
aflles, which had been given thcrU) in reward o 
:heir illullfious anions which they performec 
the lervice cf the ennpire, by Charles anc 
the ; and that more fplciidour and nobility hat 
iccrued to the republic than to them by thei 
oming to inhabit it. And the fame thing wa 
;rue of the other lords of this dominion, who 
iccording to the accidcncs which have occurred 
: been made gentlemen of Siena, the city be 
ng aggrandized and ennobled by the acquifitioi 
if iheir families, caflles, and frigniories. 

By thefe fpccches we fee, thjt neither the arif 
ocrarical nor the dcmocratical orators aimed a 
iny thing more than a government of all autho 
ity in one center; but the legifiative and exe 
utive power were to be lodged in one aQcmbly 
|rhc nobles wilhcd to have the whole houfe t( 
hemfelves, and the commons wilhcd the (ami 
hing, [hough each party temporized and nnodi 
led their language with fbme regard to the other 
he loaves and fillies, the l-junoiirs and emoluments 
ere what they all fonglit, more than liberty 
!aftty, or good order, mote than the commerce 
peace, more thjn t!ie profperity, gran^ 
Pfur, and glory of their country. Nut one o 
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the grandees, fenfiblc thAt, if they ftiould recur to 
arms, and defend the dignity of tlitir ftations, 
they might, in the war which they expeded with 
Florence and Orvieta, and by the difficulty of ob- 
taining money, put ail in danger, by refufing to 
accommodate their civil difcords by giving way 
in part; they therefore concurred in the opi- 
nion that prevailed, that the council fhould make 
the election of thirty citizens, fifteen of each party, 
who fhould have authority to propofe a new form 
of government, as it appeared that the niagif- 
tratcs, called the confuls, fince the introduction 
of the office of the podefta, that of the four pur- 
veyors,- and the chamberlain of Biccherna, were no 
longer of any authority at all, and that there was 
a neccffity to think of making a magiftracy pf a 
greater number of men, and of more authority 
concerning the affairs of the ffate, and the admi- 
niftration of the republic. The thirty perfons 
who were invtfted with this full power, or, as the 
Florentines called it, this balia, having difcourfed 
and deliberated fome time upon the fubjeft of 
their commiffion, and wifhing to give fatisfaftion. 
to the public, as well as gratify the ambition of 
many individuals, by conftituting a numerous 
magiftracy, they propofed to the council to in- 
ftitute a maglftiacy of twenty-four, to be eledcd 
by the council out of the whole body of the 
people, or the citizens at large, on condition that 
there ihould not be nominated or voted for a 
greater number from one faction than from the 
other i and as it was underftood that the emperor 
Frederick was loon to leave Italy, and it was cx- 

Eefted the Florentines would foon attack them or 
imc of their dt-pcndencies, the mcafurc loon ob- 



Ion their offices, by making prcparatiom fbr wj 
lagainft the Florentines and the other Gucipiu 
iThis revolution, if a bare change of the numbe 
loffirft magidrates without sr.y change in the fo 
lvcrcign[y can be called orie, was in 1232, wbiJ 
Ithe emperor was at Ravenna. 
I The SieneTe were now involved in coodaat war 
Iwiih their neighbours till 1238, when the difcord 
Ibetwcen the pope and the emperor revived th 
lanimofnics of the ancient factions of the Guejph 
land Ghibellines in Tufcany, as well as in man' 
pther parts of Italy, and with gieater hatred am 
animufiry than ever : nor was there any peopli 
who were not infcfted with this dcftrudivc con. 
■-fgion, by which, without having any other cauli 
Vf quarrel, they fought with each other wit! 
porta! enmity, not only one city againft anotiiei; 
but ihc fame city divided into thefe fadions com' 
fcatcd itfclf; each party having not only differcni 
rnfigns, under which they marched out to war, 
tut they had dillinguifhed theinfelves by the 
Eolour and wearing ut their clothes, by their gaii 
Ind air, and geflures of the body, and by every 
Ithcr the I'[Tial]ell circumftiuice; fo that, atthefirfi 
Ifpefl, a Guelph might be known, by a glance oi 
Ihe eye, from a Gh:beilinc, Thefe divifions not 
Inly prevailed among the Siencfe, but, fince ihe 
Intraduflion of the ina;>iftracv of twenty-fotjr. 
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nurnerablc robberies, burglaries, plunderings, and 
conflagrations of houfes and palaces, and other 
crimes committed by the plebeians. But as the 
rabble in favour of the twenty-four appeared to be 
the ftrongcft, this magiftracy furvived the lawlefs 
attempts to deftroy it, and prcferved authority 
enough to eleft M. Aldobrandino di Guido Cac- 
ciaConti podefta, who, by his prudence, and 
the public authority, reduced the city tofome de- 
gree' of obedience to the laws. The fecret was, 
that ttie pope and the emperor were to the repub- 
lics of Italy, what Sparta and Athens had been to 
thofeofthe Pclopennefus : each muft have a party 
in every city, and if the nobles were on one fide, 
the people would be on the other, and vicevcrfaj 
and every art of feduftion was employed by one 
power or the other on both. 

The Sienefe were now plunged in new wars, 
wbtch continued, almoll without interruption, till 
1 258. The cities of Tufcany, which, in the dif- 
cords between the pontiffs and emperors, had fol- 
lowed the Imperial party, and were denominated 
Ghibellines, after the death of Frederick the Se- 
cond were greatly opprefled by the other cities, 
which, having followed the ecclefiaftical party, 
were then fupcrior, and were diftinguilhed by the 
naifle of Guclphs; but fince Manfred, overcom- 
ing the forces of the pope, had made himfelf maf- 
ter of the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, he took 
the Ghibellines in the province of Tufcany into his 
more immediate protcftion, and placed Siena at 
the head of that party. As Florence was the head 
of theGuelph party, each city in its turn was an afy- 
lum for the exiles of the other ; which, in addition 
to the jealoufy, envy, emulation, and fclfifh views. 
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tains, which it would 611 volumes to defctibe, will 
be paflcd over. Ycc it may be proper to mention 
the rebellion QfMdntcanoand Moniemafzi, wben, 
the count Giordano demanded in the fcnate that 
one-third uf ilic city fhould be armed and &nt 
Due, becaule a form of their conflitution is upoa 
rhis occafion trx^^la'fi'd. Altliough the Sienefe 
were ztaloufly i/iciintd to comply with the requeft 
Df Giordano, and tliougfic the expedition very in-. 
:crcfting to their roumiy, they would not depart 
from the ancient order, that when any cxpcditiwi 
was propofcd, ihat the fubjcft might be maturely 
ronfidei cd, it niufi be propofcd in the council of 
:he credcnza, and confulted on three times, oa 
;hrec fcveral days in the general council, befoc& 
iny thing could be determined. A deputation, 
jpon this occafion, was appointed to attend die 
irmy, confifling of the podelta, the captain of the 
■)eopIe, the thite firH: members of the office of 
wenty-four, and twelve good men, buoni huominif 
leputed by the commons. The foldiers and oS- 
:crs in thcfe expeditions fervcd without pay, in- 
mitation of the Romans, who for three hundred 
ind forty-nine year?, continued to gi out to war, 
;vcry one at his own expence. This is univerfally 
tilcdgcd by hiQorians as a proof of their love « 
heir country ; but it may as well beconfidered ^s- 
proof of thtir povcity and their ie-norancc, for 
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In the year 1359 ambaffaciors were font to the 
king Manfred by the council ot the credenza, 
who froni the council general, or the fenate, which 
fignified the fame thing, had the authority deputed 
to them to give commiffions and inftrudtions ta 
ambalTadors* The council of cred^nza was a fecret 
council^ as its name imports, in which were fc- 
cJretly treated thofe things which were to be pro- 
pofcd to the general council, which, reprefenting 
the whole city, had greater authority ; but no pro- 
polition could be made, if it had not firft obtained 
m the council of crcdenza. This is very remark- 
able : the fovereignty was in one fingle aflem- 
Wy, the general council j the leading members, 
however, had influence enough to get themfelves 
ieparated from the body by its own aft, and fccrec 
affairs committed to them, and nothing permitted 
to be brought into the general council without 
their previous approbation. This arrangement- 
was afterwards imitated by the grand dukes. In 
the council of the people, nothing could be treat- 
ed which had not previoufly been treated in the 
conliftory,. and by them propofcd. Another coun- 
cil obtained in Siena, which had been mentioned be- 
fore, called the council of aflembly, of fifty members 
for each third, which, at dated periods, was changed 
by th^ general council, and limited by them in au- 
thority : fo that the whole fovereignty, the whole 
legiflative, judicial, and executive authority, was 
literally in one center, that of the general council 
and all other affemblies, councils, magiftrates, and 
officers, were only committees and deputies of 
that body.* In this council of credenza the fc- 

♦ Malavolti, lib. i. della Seconda Parte, fol. 7 and 8. — 
Chroniche Sanefe, Apt Muratori, Rcr. Ital. Scrip, torn. xv. 
p. 29, 30, &c, 
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cret treaty was made with the count Giordaoa^ 

»nd ambaffadors feni with his to Manfred. 

In rhe year 1260 the memorable batde of 
Montaperto was fought between the Florentines 
and Siencfe, in which the latter obtained a com-' 
plcte viftory, and reduced Florence to the britik 
of deftruiflion. At this glorious period> wheo 
their great rival Florence was reduced to fuch er- 
tremities as to be obliged to fubmic to the cnme-' 
ror and ihe Ghibellines, and make peace with SlC' 
na upon her own terms; when fo many other peo- 
ple and territories were daily fubmittmg to rfidr 
[urifdidion, and ainbafladors of congratuiarioo 
were arriving from all parts i is it not furprifing 
that union and harmony at home fbould not ac- 
company fuch iranfportsof joyas appeared in cvay" 
part of their dominions? Yet, in a governmettt 
ib conllitutcd, a difpute among a few young giil- 
:temen at a bath of Petriuolo was fufficieat lo'<fi- 
vidc the whole city. In this rencounter one Ba- 
-occino di Bencivenne Barocci, a youth of the 
popular order, was killed by M. Robba RcnaHiol' 
Df this homicide M. Bennucio Salinnbenr was 
ilfoaccufed, who, befides bejnj^ banifhed together 
with M. Robba, and havingthcir placesdemolifhed 
ly the fury of the people, becaufe Bencivenne, 
athcr of Baroccino, was «f the magiftracy of the 
'-fuur, will!) [hen aaverned the city, and. 
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the multitude, daily excited in commotions againft 
them, and having fuch an arbitrary influence in 
the judicial departmcnr, thai they left the city, and 
retired for fafety to Radicofani, a place by its fitUr 
ation fufScicntly ftrong. Upon this the magif- 
tratcs ticclaied them of the paity of the Guelphs, 
which provoked them to over-run, with fome 
troops of horfe, attended with their followers, the 
dominions of the republic in the country, and 
plunder the lands of their enemies, at whofc in- 
ftigation thty knew the magiftrates had been in- 
duced to pafs adccree fo pernicious and prejudicial, 
not only to them, but to the whole city, by the 
diviGons which mufl arife from it among the citi- 
zeos, reviving the hatred of fadions, both of 
Guelphs and Ghibcllincs, nobles and people, which 
by the fearof foreign wars al! parties had united una- 
nimoufly to bury in oblivion, to their infinite ad- 
vantage in the late war againfl: their national ene- 
mies. From this dilbrder, arifing from that Ici- 
iure, idlenels, and inlblcnce, which, having over- 
come their external enemies, had taken poflefHon 
of them in place of fear, faftions and parties took 
occafion to revive their enmities, and to ftudy to 
offend, provoke, and injure one another. Hav- 
ing learnt in Siena the mifchief which had been 
done in the country by the fugitives, now become 
exiles, a ftrong force was fent out, of German 
troops as well as the militia, both cavalry and In- 
fantry, when after an obftinate engagement, and 
many (lain on both fides, among whom were feve- 
ral pcrfbns of confcquence, the exiles were de- 
feated by fuperior numbers, and the difcipiine of 
the German troops. This was in 1262. The hif- 
torv proceeds with accountsof rebellionsand fub- 
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md of the pcrfccutions of their cEJIes and Ac 
Gue)phs{ anii all things in thisperiod are ckHiein 
the name of the commons of Siena, till the year 
1266, when many ill humours began to appear 
again in the city ; and by the accidents which had 
occurred, (6 great a change had been produced la 
the minds of the multitude, that it appeared to 
the major part of thofe concerned in the adminif- 
(ration, that, for the univerfal fafisfaftion, it was 
bcconfie ncceflary to re-ordain the government in 
a new form. To this end fixty citizens were 
elcdlcd J but by whom ? Not by the people, or ci- 
tizens at large, nor by a convention of their de- 
puties, the only legitimate expedient for framing 
a new conftjtution, but by the general council. 
Into this number of fixty were eleftcd, in confii- 
fion, t>oth grandees (for fo the nobles wtrc now 
called) and popular men, with authority to reform 
the city, with new orders, by which they were to 
introduce univerfal peace and tranquillity amot^ 
:hc citizens. But a contrary cfFeft was produced j 
accaufe, as the fixry let fcveral months pafs, after 
:hey began to aficmble, before they publifted 
:heir refult, the popular patty conJL*i5turcd that they 
had made ibme pitivifion in favour of the nobles, 
to their prrjuJic-.- nni\ damage, and acccrdin^y 
rofc Willi altonilhing noife and tuinuit ; and rolh- 
impetuoiifly in arms to the ]ialace of the 
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other families, who combating in a variety of 
places, after having done and fufFercd great da- 
magei with the death of many perfons of every 
party, and not being any longer able to refift 
{o great a multitude, were forced to depart 
from Siena, together with M, Inghirano, cap- 
tain of the people, who in this conteft had 
ihewn himfelf favourable to the magiftracy of 
the fixty. As foon as they had departed they 
were declared rebels and enemies of their coun- 
try, their eflates were confifcati^d, and the palaces 
of Tolomei demolillied, as well as another of Pic- 
coloiniiii, and the towers of the fons of Salem- 
beni, and the houfes of Accarigi. Tlic mafter 
workman of all thele ruins was one M. Lutteiio, 
who is named without a furname ; and another, 
named Fcrrucio, was fent as a commidary Co Cam- 
priano, to demohfh the palace of Toioir.ci, and 
Rimbaldi, &c. In this new fediiion, excited by 
the multitude againft the magiftrates of the fixty, 
if it was not properly a quarrel between Gucl[)hs 
and Ghibellincs, nor entirely between the nobles 
and the people, it applied icfclf however to thofe 
.who had before been driven from the city, and 
they united with the exiles of the Guelphs party, 
who, incited by the favour which by the victory 
. of king Charles they appeared to fhare, and unit - 
ing with the Orvietanians, and the counts Aldo- 
brandefchi, did infinite damage in the dominions 
of Siena, and in a few days made themfelves mat- 
ters of the lands of Montepulciano, of Torrita, 
Menzano, Cerreto, and many other places, which 
rebelling againft the city, furrendered to its exiles. 
The greater part of Tufcany, by the fe and fimilar 
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and reconciling their exiles, that they might pre- 
fcrve the ftate from ftill greater confuDons^ fau 
ambalTadors orthcGhibelline party, oat of whom 
was the bifhop of Siena, to Rome, to the pcqx 
Clement the Fourth, praying his intcrpofitioa to 
conclude a peace between thciTi, their exiles aod 
confederates. The pope accepted the office of 
mediator, and a peace was concluded Auguft 3, 
1 266, and confirmed by the mountains, feignit^es, 
exiles, and people, with promifcs of mutual fbr- 
givencfs. New connexions were formed with 
Charles of Anjou, king of Naples, and frefh wan 
engaged in, which kept the minds of the citizens 
employed, though the Sienefe and the Ghibel- 
tine caufe met with defeats and difafters, which 
Tiduced it fo low, that S iena was left alone to (up- 
port it. This adverfity, however, had one good 
sfFed: onthci5th ofAuguft, 1270, it produced 
a peace between the Guelphs and GhibelUncs in 
Siena: and the twenty-four magiftraies, wiA 
twelve buonhomini of the commons, meeting jp 
Dne afTembly, agreed, that the government in fii- 
:ure Ihould be adminiRcrcd by thirty-fix magjt 
crates, of nobles snd commons in equal portions, 
with the title of The Thirty-fix Governors (rf 
:he City and Community of Siena. This was fol- 
lowed by a league with Florence, under the au- 
■pices of Cliaile:,, king of Naples. Thepartyof 



that king Ch.nrU's v..r. at \''t";^o, t!yy il'nr r*n- 
bafladors to co^;g-\rc'JL;t^■ l;iiii c.n ihc iiuppv luc- 
Cefs of affairs in Tufcany, who prcfented him with 
'fbtir thoufand five hundred' golden florins in be- 
iidf of thie republic, the Guelphs being defirous, 
iipc^ this their firft appearance in power, to fhcw 
fcheir gratitude ; and a diet of Guelph ambafladors 
was foon held in the caftle of Florence. The Sie- 
iicfe Ghibtllincs in exile were nevcithelcfs trouble- 
ibme, appearing in many places in arms, and ra- 
vaging the country, till the Guelphs marched out, 
fought, and routed them. When this was done, 
they in their turn took vengeance, by demolifli- 
itig the caftles and towers of the Ghibellines, both 
hi the city and country. In 1272 the pope Gre- 
g^ory Tenth again interpofed his mediation, and 
{^t^ned the refloration of the Ghibellines both m 
Slffia and Florence ; and the ftipulation, promif- 
iog them proteftion, was ratified by the college of 
Airty-fix governors of the city and commons of 
Biena. But the minority is never happy : indeed, 
Ihfcy are always opprefled by the majocity, where 
fhcre is not a feparate executive, and an indepen- 
dent judicial, whofe intereft as well as duty it is 
to be impartial between them. In a little time 
tfi^ Ghibellines, who were returned to Siena, found 
by experience the truth of this obfervation. They 
found, that they had not the fame privileges* with 
Others, nor the fame chance for honours, nor the 
fifrtefecurity of their reputations, as whenformerly 
tfcey had fhared the government with the Guelphs. 
Cjving in little credit, and having fmall hopes of 
aoiy change in their favour, and knowing that they 

^ Tante fi feinpre piu potente, il favor, che la Giuftitia, 
mB? citck partially com' e uata quad feinpre la citta di Siena. 
Mdaviitti, lib. ill. A« Fart. p. 44- 

Vol. II. U had 
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lad nofccurity for their property.libmy.orlirefc 
oat m the mercy of the major part, ihcy retnnied 
into the country of Siena, and joining witli die 
Ghibeltine exiles from Bol<^na, renewed the old 
troubles, and the ufual party rage. They raUed 
forces, excited rebellions, and formed qll^iiWTI 
with litde territories and fcigniories, dHtbeyivae 
able to meet a party of the army fent out ^aioft 
ihcm in 1177, defeated them at Pari, took imqr 
prifoners, among whom was Ridolphi, the cip- 
lain, uhom they beheaded. The news of Ak 
fkirmith and defeat threw the- Sienefc army inOD 
futh a fudden panic, that they betook, thetnfehts 
to flight, withjut having feen their enemy, and 
without any military order returned to die city. 
Such an ucccfs of timidity, fuch an infamo us 
cowardice, though it is not unprecedented DoruD- 
common even among the braveft troops, coold 
not fail to occafion great indignatioo in SicQl. 
Vviicn the multitude confidert5 how eafily ibe 
enemy might, if ihcy fhould have the reJolttitii 
to follow their advanuge, enter the city idelf^ind' ' 
juin their partilans there, they role in a tumid^ 
and ran with great fijry to the defence of thegate^ 
and ttood in arms all the rel): of that day and die 
fullowing nighi. In the morning, finding th« 
tlic enemy hi*(l Icia ardour to follow than their J 
wn army to fiy, tliey laid down their arms; but 
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lity, a peace ought to be concluded, as propoll^i 
by the pope*s legate, who had been lenc tc: i c<. (.)rn- 
mend a reconciliation between the people of Tuf- 
cany. The Sienefe of the Guelph party, who go- 
verned the city, influenced by thefe murmurs, 
tbc Jcgates exhortations, and a wearinefs of civil 
war, which held them in continual agitation and 
danger both in their public and private affairs, 
agreed at laft, in i '279, to a peace with their exiles, 
who, without any further noife of arms, and to the 
univerfal fatisfaftion of all parties, were reftored 
CO their country and their honours, under the po- 
defterate, or, as they chofe to call it, the fignory 
of Matthew de Maggi of Brefcia. 

In the next year, 1280, in the podefterate of 
Alberigo Signoregi of Bologna, by the fury of 
the people, inftigated by the Guelphs, were burnt 
and demolifhed the palaces of the Incontii, a con- 
Tulfion which originated in the ufual fource, the 
jdivi6ons and enmities among the gentlemen, and 
; produced the ufual effe6l, an idle and ufele(s at- 
: Cecnpt to reforfti the government, by reftraining 
ducipowerto fewer hands, with dividing and fepa- 
OUCtng it into its natural departments. The thirty- 
iix magiftrates were now reduced to fifteen, as if 
iihc number of members, not the nature of their 
power, had done the mifchief ; and it was ordained 
chat qo gentleman could be of the number of fif- 
-iecn^ but all mud be popular men, as if noble 
ideaiagogues and popular demagogues were not 
all equally abfurd, ambitious, proud, and tyranni- 
cal, when they have no neceffity to be wife, mo- 
idcftf humble, and equitable. This^decree was as 

H^^ljunannical as any that can be conceived 5 for if it 
wm admitted that a defcent from a line of bene- 

I fj|^£kors to their country was no merit, nor any ar- 
^ gument for employing a citizen in public offices, 

U 2 furely 
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fiirely it is no demerit, nor any argument for oi- 
eluding him. The reafon afTigned for tt was» thit 
the pride of the nobility irxrcafcd and accutmilflt- 
cd by their bearing the public authority, and 
that they pught not to have the power to make 
their pride and arbitrary difpofitions more into- 
If rable, nor by their divifions among themfclvca tb 
dillurb fo frequently the public peace and quiet of 
the other citizens, as tlity had done in times ptfl-j 
as if the pride of new men were not equally, or 
even more ex;ilced by power, their dilponrions apt 
to become more arbitrary, and their divifions even 
more untr;iiflable and furious, which is thecertao 
truth of fafl. Thcfir fifteen new magiftrates wett 
called The Governors and Defenders of the Com* 
inons and People of Siena j but by this arbitraif 
inftitution they neither quieted nor united the 
cxafperatcd minds of the nobles, who, wirfioot 
confideringihcdam.igewhichjin the divided Gtirt- 
tion of their principles, opinions, and afieftioM, 
would rcfult not only to themfclves, but to the 
whole city, which, being equally divided, w« 
weakened to fuch a degree, that malignant fiii- 
mouis and irreparable .inimofuies muft be ge- 
nerated from frc(h h.;treds and revenge, fceii^ 
[hat rlie exaltation of the popular faAion, patro- 
nilcd as 't \v,:s by the fuprcme magiftrate, would 
■ " deiircliK)n. they nmcceded i 
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ud having received information that the Ghibcl- 
lines, who, after his departure, had remained in 
Siena, were gricvou0y oppicflird by Orfini, the po- 
de(U of thac city, he wiflicd to deliver them from 
luch injuftice, and vindicate tncir caufe. By the 
&vour of the count of Santa fiore, from whom 
\fi bad no fmall number of men, he approached 
one night to one of the gates, at which were af- 
(embled a concourfe of Ghibellines, in Siena, with 
whom he held a CDrrelpundcncc, and had tbrmed a 
iicret concert; and havingfuddcniymade a breach, 
he entered the city with his people, guided by fc- 
verai citizens, with whole afTiliaiice he fought all 
llight, and the next day ; but was driven out again, 
U^ether with the fuccours of Spaniards which 
bad been fent thrm the fame night by the duke of 
Florence. The battle upon this occafion between 
(he parties was general, for the bells of the com- 
mons, which were upon the tower of Mignanelli, 
^a^-rung to'anns, and the people had very gene- 
jally rifen. Danger was affronted on all fides, and 
the halllc was furious. Although theGhibeliines 
^LSd by force of arms made their way to the mar- 
ker, theGuclphs put them to flight, maflacrcing 
jCnany, and makingmany prifoncrs, leaving among 
the dead M. Jacomo Fortegucrri, who was one of 
^ heads of the fa6tion. Niccolo found himfclf fur- 
j^oded with a hoft of his enemies i but, although 
<» horfcback, he retreated, defending himfelf with 
dut fierce intrepidity that fo commonly appears 
io civil wars, and went out of the city through the 
jamc gate, accompanied by great numbers of the 
oobles of Ghibeliine houfcs, as the Forteguerri, 
]Paliarcfi,Salvani, Ugurgicri, Ragnoni, and others, 
■who would not remain in the-powcr of an enrag- 



Matthew Orfini, the Roman, being poikft^ 
was afterwards lent by the magiftratcs of Sien*, 
the fifiecp governors and defenders of the com- 
mons and people of Siena, with an army compofcd 
of the men of the third of San Martino, and other 
people commanded from other thirds, to attadt 
the Ghibcllines in Rigomagno. Here the ezila 
had fortified themlelves, and when attacked, b 
they hadexpefted, drfended their ftronghold wift 
great bravery i but at length were forced to rv£- 
ciiate it, and leave the ground to the Guelph^ 
who having, at the expcnce of much (laughter on 
both fides, got pofleflion of it, rafed the wall^ 
and cut off the head of Ncri di Belmonte> a cap- 
tain of the GhibcUincs, whom they had taken pri- 
Ibner, in retaliation for a fimilar Severity commit- 
ted by them on Ridolfo della Treguena, a ftw 
years before, when they defeated the Guclphs at 
Pari. 

In 12S2 the count Silvaticodi Conti Guidi -ms 
podcfta, and the Sienefe, the other cafttes of 
their ftate being intimidated by the examples 
made at Rigomagno, fcnt them orders not lo le- 
ce've the cxites, nor any other Ghibellines, but to 
rf fift them in anns, to demolifh the wajls of Monte 
Fallonica, tliofc of St. Agnoio in Colle, and chofe 
af Monticiano, in which territories M. Niccolo 
Buonflgnnri hud attemnrcti to make a ftand. and 
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'Siena, and in many ochcr cities; and this is ever 
the object of a prevalent faftion, or a decided ma- 
jority, to monopolize the whole government to 
tbcmfclvcs, by the total cxclufion of the minority ; 
and when poffefled of the whole legiflative, cxe- 
Oitive, and judicial power, they drive into exile, 
confifcate, behead.and opprefs, in every way, with- 
out controul. The Sicilians broke out in rebel- 
lion againfl; Charles, and while his forces were em- 
ployed in attempting to reduce them, the Sicnefe 
gf the Guelph party, who governed the republic, 
to prevent their Ghibellinc exiles and rebels from 
attempting Ibme innovation, by takingadvantage 
of the revolution in Sicily againft king Charles, 
the head and proteftor of the Guelphs, fent a 
new army into the country to perfecute and plun- 
der the Ghibellines ; and this year the fifteen go- 
vernors and defenders of the people and commons 
of Siena, the confulsof the merchants, theconfuls 
of the manufadurers in wool, the fcigniors of the 
Other arts, the feigniors gonfaloniers of the compa- 
nies, and the captains of the country, were all con- 
gregated together with the podeftain the general 
councii, and a treaty made with Ranieri de Conti 
D'Elci, and feveral other lords. A war continued 
between Charles, and Pcter.kingof Arragon; and 
in izSj Charles died, which again raifed the hopes 
of the Ghibellines, and excited them to arms in 
Romagna, and in the territories of Siena, where 
they did infinite mifchicf, fomctimcs approaching 
and entering the city itfelf. Ac laft an army was 
raifed, and §n:y were puc to flight. If this ^ l^^o- 
rous exertion had not prevented them, they 'vrre 
in a fair way of regaining the afcenc'.cncy in the 
city, where great difcontents prevailed; for the 
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Ilated, thf gcntleincn could not with quiet nunc 
Ifubmit to ill and although, by theiiivifions amon 
Ithcm into Guelphs and Ghibd!ines,thcy wercdil 
luniied among [licmfclves, it was tnuch ftrare 

Iby the ruling party, that when the enemy fhoul 
lapproach the city, they would endearour, by ih 
BaHiHance of fomc ol the popular men (for thefe to 
Bwcre divided) to make themielvesmafters of roo] 
Ipari of the Qate, witK their arms, although the 
Ihad not been able to obtain it by their bear; 
iThe Sicncfe, in determining all qucttions in thci 
Bcouncils, and among their nia^iftrates, made ufet 
Bbeans as votes, white ones f(-'r the affirtnativejan 
IbUck for the negative. The governing part 
Tvnowing that, by the death of Charles, and th 

hther adverfities which foliowcd it, the party c 

|he Guelphs wa'i much debilitated, they cliough 
It necelTary in this year, 1 284, to make many nci 

provifions for the fccurity of the flaie : ainanj 

Jvhich, as tiicy could not confide in the i;nuhiLude 

Iticy thought to reftrain the government to . 

mailer number of perlbns, it appealing lo then 

hat th'jy could more fccurdy confide in a few 

khofc virtue being united, would have grcatc 

Jrength than if dilated among many, and that the] 

(night niiirc cafily agree among thcinfclves, Irea 

vith greater Iccrccy, dtcerniine their refolucioDs 

T execution lor tiit: defence of tht 



nvK'Ilv aiTrmb'ed in rhc lame pnlace, and live at the 
exj^-ncc o; thciepubiic; and it wa:> dcciajL'd that in 
this office, denominated The Nine Goyernors and 
Df'^enders ot the Commons and People of Siena| 
akhough tho nobles were to have a part in all the 
other magiftiacies, no noblemen could be elefted. 
The ftatute fays, ** De numcro, dominorum no- 
vem, vel ipfius officii ofRcialis non polTit aliquis dc 
altquo cafato civicatis Senenfis, nee aliquis nobilis 
de civitate. vrl jurifdiftione Senenfi. Domini no- 
vcm, qui fur.t, et elfe debent defenfores communis 
et populicivitacis Senenfis, et diftri<ftus, acjnrif- 
didlion sejufdem, fint eteffe debent de mcrcatori- 
bus, et dr numeromercatorum civicatis pra^didla;, 
vel de media gente." The nature of the animal is 
no where revealed in ftronger charaders than in 
tills curious record, where a government in one 
center, and that center a group of merchants, 
with unblulhing heads, exclude not only all the 
plebeians and lowed clafs of labourers, but all the 
aitifts, mechanics, and men of the three liberal 
profeflicns, and all the landholders of the country, 
^d monopolize all to themfelves, as they would 
monopolize a merchaiurife, or foreftail a market.— 
There appears a ridiculous variation of the numbers 
ofthismagirtracy for many y^ars together, as if they 
thought the faults of the government, which every 
one felt, were owing to this circumftance ; and the 
laine ficklenefs appeared in all the other cities of 
Italy, particularly Florence, where the number 
of priori were once three, then fix, afterwards 
twelve, prcfendy eight.* This form of govern- 
ment was as deteftable to the plebeians as to the 

nobles ; 

• Qpare quatuordecim virorum officio, qui mixti ex utro- 
^e geuere, civitatem rtgebant antiquato, priores artium 
cceavere, tres ab initio creates conft:it, poilea fex, inde duo- 
^eciii), inoz o6to, publicis sedibus inclufi, nee aliud quicquam» 

niiam 
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ty order of the magiftrates liad been fummoned, 
and united with the foldiers of the guards and ga- 
rifbns, a kind of (landing army maintained for che 
flefencc of the ftate, proceeded to oppofc and affront 
the Ghibellincs, who with the popoio minuto had 
excited this fedition, and finding that ihcfc, think- 
ingthe prifoners fafe, had begun to difperfe, at- 
tacked them with great fury, aflafTmating many, 
and putting the reft to flight, recovered the 
prifoners, and cut oflT ihcir heads, to the num- 
ber of fixty- five, among whom were feveial prin- 
cipal charaftcrs. The union of the plebeians, the 
popoio minuto, with the nobles and Ghibcllines, 
againft the government of the comnnons and 
Gutlphsj is not lefs remarkable than the diftinc- 
lion eftablifhed by their very title between the 
commons and people. Both are perfectly natural, 
fer the popoio graflb can never bear to be mixed 
with the popoio minuto, any more than nobles to 
be confounded with commons.and the union of the 
labourers and mechanics with the nobles, againft 
a government of dogmatical merchants, by whom 
they were opprefled, was as natural as that which 
has fo often happened of the people with a mo- 
narch, againft the tyranny of nobles and patri- 
cians. The general fenfe of the city upon this 
occafion appears to have been in favour of the 
nobles, and their opportunity was loft, mere- 
ly by the weaknefs of the human underftand- 
ing, which feldom knows how to feize with promp- 
titude and decifion the critical moment which 
decides fo many great events. The Ghibcliines 
were not, however, lupprcffed ; they continued to 
aflemble in the country, nnd unite in bodies from 
various cities, and comm;t frequent depredations. 



I ruption, between the cities and their exiles, wUi 
I various foitune, till 1292, when Sieoa became Ic 
I weak, and the government io tyrannical, as tt 
I force the nobles to fell their lands, houfcs, ant! 
Icallies, to bear the cxpcuce of defending thai 
I government, from which they weic ib arbitrarilj 
B excluded. Profccuting the war abroad againft the 
BGhibcllines, and plundering die nnblcs at home, 
Bthey fupprcfled both at lall, and began to entcr- 
Itain lufty thoughts} built, at the public expencc, 
Bmagnificcnt palaces for the fignori of the com- 
liiioiis of Siena, to give the government mor; 
Bauthority, majelty, and Ilrcngth, and, the more 
Bcffcftually CO trample d^jwn iKc pride of the nobh 
llity. To this end, as the ambitious dcfires of 
Imen are infatiable, although Siena was at hill 
Ipeace, and without the leaft fulpicion or appre- 
Bhenfion of the Ghibellincs, the nine magiftratca, 
Bwho had the abfulute power of the citLy, caking 
Boccafion of the mjny private enmities and per- 
■bnal hatreds, which had grown up and were ha- 
Ibitual, and even hereditary, between many noble 
Bfamilics, ordered that 300 men {bould always 
Band in arms in each third of the city, pretending 
■o obviate any fL-andaiuus rencounter that might 
■iiddenly aiife between one faniily and another. 
■J"o thcfe ftLiiiding gikirds they gave arms and 
Kn.lgns, with oidt-is that, at the ringing of ihc 
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even at cverv corner, an enormous iron cliain, to 
be drawn upon occaiion acrols the (Ireet, and 
prevent their pafTage. Under this colour of pre- 
venting diforders aad tumults, to be occafioned 
by che difcords among the noble houfcs, the po- 
pular party were thus armed, without contradic- 
tion, ngt fo much to prevent the pretended dif- 
orders, as to fecure themfelves from any attempt 
of the nobles, if ever they (hould unite among 
themfelves to reinftate themfelves in their digni- 
ties, and obtain a reftoration to that (hare in the 
government which was their undoubted right; 
tor the confciences of thefe mercantile dema- 
gogues muft have taught them, that if the nobles 
nad no more, they had at lead an equal right 
1?ith themfelves, or any others, to participate in 
government; and thus thofc public arms, which 
had been provided by their anceftors for the con- 
fcrvation of their country and their liberties, were 
now moft infolently converted into the weapons 
of civil war, and turned by the cunning of one 
party againft the rights of another : and whether 
this plagtie of the city of Siena, and all the other 
Republics of Italy, was produced by the natural 
pride of the nobility impatiently borne by the 
people, or by the immoderate jtaloufy and envy 
of the people, or whether by both together, it 
was not the Jefs fatal to all the Tufcan republics, 
by condufting them to that dcftrudlion, to which 
all republics have been devoted when fubjefted to 
any government in one center, whether that cen- 
ter be the unbridled licentioufnefs of the multi- 
tude, or the ambitious and avaricious difcords of 
the few. The nobles were at this period perfe- 
cuted, not only in Siena, but in all the other 
cities of Tufcany, and deprived of all (hare in 
government i and thofe who were in power held 
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in Ajch drtefbuion the very nunc of nobiUtf^ 
that, thinking the judgements of others would 
follow their paQioRi and prejudices, they ordained 
by public laws, that iuch as would formally and 
fotemnl^ renounce their nobility, and declare thai 
they were no 'genlUmen, fhould beoune qualified 
to be in the government, and to be admitted into 
the fup'eiiie magiftracy i in fuch contempt, at this 
time, and by thefc men, were held thole advao- 
tages and that charmfier, which in other placet 
have ever been moft ardently defired and fouvht* 
at every hazard of life and fortune, and wtuch 
the Tons and delcendants of thefe very merchants 
have with fo much avidity fince claimed, inliftiog 
on being entitled to the rank and title of nobles 
and gentlemen, merely becaufe defcended from raa- 
giftraics holding the power of the ftate. Having 
thus excluded all gentlemen from the adminiftra- 
tion of the republic, and excinguiflied all thdr 
hopes of ever recovering ir, thefe tyrants, the 
nine magiftrates, had the aflurance to conlHtute 
a new regimen, which, under the name of a po- 
pubr governmenr, tended more to the power of 
a few. than to the iiniverfal or even general parri- 
ci[»;irion of law and right ; and this reftriftion to 
a lew, aliliough it was injurious and oppreOive 
to ni.iny, is laid to have been more ufeful to the 
Jlat'-', and of longer duration, than if it had been 
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'AuftrU had its original, in the elevation of Albert 
CO the empirf. 

The wars againft the Turks, and in Sicily and 
■ Flsinders, occupied the fpirits in fome degree till 
. 1302, when the many ennnitles among the noble 
.houfes in Siena were renewed with as much bold- 
Dcfs and violence as ever, which occafioned fre- 
quent tumults, and continual agitation in the 
.city; parties meeting in arms, fomecimes upon 
one incident and fometimes on another, and many 
of alt tides fatting viftims to their fury ; and, 
from the number of clients and adherents to thele 
families, all the orders of government for main- 
taining in each third of the city an arnn'ed guard 
were not fufficient to preferve the peace, and, the 
magiflrates feared, would not long be able to keep 
the nobles out of the government: they there- 
fore thought it prudent to try another method. 
When any quarrel broke out, the nine magiftrates 
fi:nt for the heads of thole families which were en- 
gaged in the brawl, and endeavoured to reconcile 
them i and in this way they fucceeded, in fome 
degree to reconcile the Malavolti and Salembeni. 
the Gigti and Squarcialupi, the Piccolomini and 
Pelacini, the Tcgolei and Malavolti, and many 
others. The major part of the Guelph cities of 
Tulcany, in 130J, were delivered from the dif- 
cords and dangers which they had with the Ghi- 
beltines, in confequence of the viftory obtained 
over them at Campaldino; but having nobody to 
fight with, as if they were incapable of quiet and 
impatient of reft, the Guelphs divided themfelves 
into two faftions, the one called Bianchi, and the 
other Neri. This pernicious diftinftion had its 
beeinnine in Piftoia, in the familvof the Cancel- 
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part of Romagna, The city of Siens prctcmd 
itftrlf Ibme time from this venomovis conisgion, 
though naturally inclined to divifions, chiefly by 
the conftant occOpation they already had in tfadr ' 
€]iiarrels between the people and the genttcmeo, 
which wouKl not allow time for new cofiteAi. 
This diviGon, however, broke out in Floroicr, 
Very near them in neighbiurhood, where, after 
many fkirmifhes in annii, the BiJnchi were over* 
come by ihe Ncri, and exprlicd from the city f. 
and all the influence of the pope, with his fpirituil 
arnnour, could not reconciit- them. The Biaoctii 
now in exile, though Guctphs, united with (be 
Ghibi-lliiics, and, aiiifled b, the Ai"eiines andB^- 
lonefe or tlir fanie faClion, madr an actemfH, ia 
1 J04, upon Florence ; bm l<*me cavalrv, fentfrom 
Siena, put them to iilght. The detail of alter- 
cations and civil wars, within and without, be- 
tween thffe coniRiJcaced and contradictory mil- 
tures of N',-ji and IJi<iiclii, Guelphs and Ghibd- 
lines, nobles and commons, from (his tinnc to 
1309, is too niir.ure :o be rrlateJ, althou^ iherc 
was no piuifc, no inttivai of quiet. In this yen 
tlic quaricls br-tWL-L-fi the nobleSj particularly the 
famllic!- orTulninfi ard Salimb.-ni, aiifing merely 
from chfir t-nvy of each ochtr, and their emula- 
tions ;n ff:iftinff and t-ntcrulnmcnts, broke out 
anew. "I'h'iugti cxcl tidird troiti govcrninent . though 



tnultitude di people^ their friend and &dhettnU 
in the countnes, or feigniories in the country. 
Wonderful was the jealoufy of thoTe in govern-^ 
menc, and their apprehenfions for the fafety of tli^ 
ftate ; and to fecure it, as they pretended, from all 
tlanger that might arife, to reprefs the ttimCricy 
■nd pride of the feditious, chey ordained, that for 
every company, in town or country, of fmy-twoj 
fioce the nobility were excluded, there (hould be 
^pointed one captain and one gonfalonier, as 
d^e ufed to be anciently, when the city made 
dieir ezercifes in the country ; that this mliiria, 
whenever any tumult (hould be perceived, and in 
«U other emergencies, fiiould hold their men in 
arms (but none of the nobility were to be admitted 
Mnong them, as they were, in former times, when 
the companies were of iifty-nine) and in compa- 
nies, under the command of the gonfalonier of 
the thirds march in all hatle to the palace with 
chcir public enfigns, and there receive and obey 
dK orden which (hould be given them by the 
TOj^ftracy ofthenine. For the fame purpofe they 
Ofdaioed three ctnturions, three commanders of 
brigades, and eleven vicariates, each of whom bad 
bis own diftind enfigns and colours. But this 
whole fydcm of forty-two armed companies, their 
C!^>tuns, gonfaloniers, and centurions, formed in 
^ptaraxce for the common fervice, and under co- 
lour of fupprelEng the feuds of che grandees, th« 
principals of the party who governed the city 
thought to purfue 'their own inordinate defire of 
reducing the government to a fmaller number «f 
perfons, by means of the public arms, of which, 
by this artifice, they made ihemfclves mafttrs. 
They therefore prohibited not only the noblemen. 
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e name of families, to enjoy the bcocftt of the 
w, wliich in tile beginning of the prcfcnt form 
government had been made, that thofc who 
oiild renoitnce their nobility, and reduce thctn- 
Ives to the popular order, fhould be capable of 
sing magiftrates. Taking occafion of a Hule 
imiilt, on the 26th of May 1310, which they 
lemfelvcs excited, ihej- founded the alarm, and 
illed together at the palace their whole military 
nee ; and inflead of proceeding to fupprcfs riots, 
r punifh criminals, it was there declared, ,by 
lofe citizens who had arrogated to themfclves the 
hole government, that thofc families which were 
amed in writing fhould never be of the number 
F popular families, but they and their defccn- 
ants, for ever, (hould be imderilood to be gran- 
ees, and incapable of ferring in the office of the 
ine, then the fupreme magiiiracy, as all of the 
Ihibelline party had been rendered incapable be- 
)re : and this pradice was common at this pe- 
od in all the other cities of Tufcany, aa well a 
1 Siena, whenever the governing party had a mind 
) exclude any man from the magiftracy, to make 
im a grandee, which is ihc f mic thing as a noble, 
incty families were admonilho'd, as the phrafe 
as, that is, rendered incapable of the magiftracy, 
jr heingnoblc, or forhL'ing made and declared fo. 
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tuent. Holding down all others, theyedablifhcd 
their own power in ihc ftate fo oligarchiealh', 
that, like other defpots, they were obeyed by 
evcty one from fear. The Ghibelline esiles, 
however, made ft'eqiient inroads upon their terri- 
tories; and the difqiialiBed families had To many 
friends, that thefe nine magiftratcs were: kept in 
continual alarms. In 1313 fome of the nobles 
appeared ro have fo much influence, that the go- 
vernment thought it neccffary to re-enaiS and re- 
publifh their militia law, and the law of excIoHon 
of all the nobles and grandees, deprivingthcra of 
ail the honours, offices, and privileges of the com- 
mons. They fometimes thought ihemfelves fo 
fecurc that they might recall their exiles, then 
would fuddenly fcize and imprifon them; and 
were generally employed in foreign or domeftic 
wars, or in quelling fome rebellion, tilt 131 5, 
when a frelh quarrel broke out between theTolo- 
mci and Salimbeni, two nobles families, and pro- 
duced tumults and battles in the tlreecs, in which 
much blood was Ihed, and the city thrown into 
fuch confulion, that the militia, when called out, 
would not or could not, obey the orders either of 
the niagiftrates or their own officers. The whole 
people took arms, and fided with one party and 
another ; fome for government, fome for the To- 
lomei, fome for the Sallmbeni, till the nine ifliied 
a proclamation, that, upon penalty of life and for- 
tune, both parties (hould appear in their prefence, 
before a candle, which they had burning, Ihould 
be coi\fumed. 

Wars and tumults occupied the citizens till 
1318, when, upon the difbanding the army at the 
neare wirh rhe rirv nf MftlfA. xUc. trnnn^ ami llie 
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idefmen, the Tniiths and the butchers, begaa» 
>t \a the city agaioR their captain, calling him 
iltor, and collecting tumiilmous bodies of, die 
uliirudc. The captain, finding htmfelf in max. 
inger, cootrived to efcapc their futy, in whidi 
: was &voured by fome noblemen, who, by cu- 
rtaining the people with foft words, cotppo&d 
eir anger, and as they had peitber any bead nof 
jide, they were eafily periuaded to go home. 
Itbough this tumult was quieted in appearance, 
le minds of the citizens were much altered, and 
icre was danger of frefh commotions. To avoid 
rcaier inconvenience, feeing that the greater paft 
f the plebeians flood in arms through fear,, with 
leir fhops fhut, to defend themfclvcs from |m.- 
ifhmeni, the magiflmtes abfolved them froin all 
enaltics incurred by thofe who had been in !U1D> 
1 the late tumult, and commanded, under grier- 
us penalties, that every one, laying dowa^hu 
rms, (hould return to his bunnefs. It would 
ave been a notable thing, if, in a faflioui city 
ike Siena, quieted as it was from forciggi wu?, 
lew feditions and civil wars had not been fomented 
/ithin ; but difconicnts with i!ic government were 
low Lniveifal. The nobility, tlie plebeians, arid 
he middling people, being all excluded from the 
government, excepting the nine, were all opprefliHl 
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Uiey thought, were urged by them, to (hew tlut 
their preteniions were but jiill and reafonable. Ic 
^pe^red to the nine (lenori, that this petition was 
impertinent, and an oftence that merited not only 
Qomftion, but a fevere chaftifement ; and havln^^ 
rejefted it with much bitternefsi tbcy declared the 
puhifiiment of which thofe fhall be ^judged wor* 
thy 9 whOy from fuch interejied motives , fhould fecit' 
to difturb the civil orders, and interrupt die cohi- 
moa quiet of the city. The doftors and notaries 
diey difmifled from their offices, and declared 
tliem incapable of holding any office in the city or 
Qountry. This high-fpinred edift excited the In^* 
diffuition and defjpair of the dodors and notaries, 
and tbey entered into confpiracies with the but- 
dioni^ Imiths, and other plebeians, to aflaffinate 
the whole nine, with all their adherents, take pofi 
AdSoD of the palace, make themfelves maflers of 
tbe fUte, and appoint one of the Tolomeij who 
^vou^d the enterprize, podefta, another noble* 
snaa captain, a third proconfu), and thus to dif^ 
tribute all the offices of flate among their leaders 
in the confpiracy. With this intention, on the 
a6tii of October, 131 8, the confpiraton arOfe in 
a tumult, raifed a loud cry againll the nine, and 
demanded, with arms in their hands, a participa- 
tapn in the government ; but they were foon met 
'by a large b^y of cavalry, and three hundred in- 
UAXtfj who were then kept in pay, to be fent to 
Genoa in the fervice of king Robert, and whom 
die nine magifb-ates, having fome intimation of 
' this eDterprize, for their fecurity had ordered out, 
^ not wiHihg to tnift their own guards alone, A 
fuiibus battle enfued, and much bravery was dif- 
played on both fides ; but as the commotion had 
been excited by the plebeians themfelves, and was 
ffOCOtir^ed ,bu( £untly by the nobility, chiefly with 

A3 a view 



view \a ny their flreiigih, the forces of goT<il7i- 
ent prevailed : yet the plebeians fuftained the 
ock with more firmnds than was expcfted ; and, 

they had been judicious enough to wait tilt the 
'gular troops were gone to Genoa, would have 
irried their point. The greater part of the gon- 
loniersj-ceniunons, and captains, concurred with 
le multitude, in defiring to acquire the benefits 
; civil life, and the rights of citizens; but the 
lagiftratcs were favoured by one part of the geo- 
emen, who were not well pleafed that the go- 
:rnment of the city fhould be reduced totally 
to itie hands of the plebeians, and thus obtained 
om Florence Tome forces, under the commend of 
ingeri Rucellai, by whofe afliftance the multi- 
ide were finally difperfed, being firft diiheirtMtd 
V the non-appearance of their leaders. St^oCof 
leaders of the butchers, &c. were behejudtd^ 
id Rucellai rewarded with the enlign of tlie white 
an, the arms of the people of Siena. When the 
itnuh was quieted, and the city purged by -the 
iinithment of the prefent delinquents, the nint 
nc fuccours ro king Robert at Genoa, and to the 
iutlphs at Brefcia, Cremona, and Perugia; and 
msihey became employed in ail the wars abroad : 
ut even this was not enough, in \'^2^, to pre- 

■ni the feuds between the two noble families, the 



fufFicicnt to prevent another tumult, in uliic ri tlic 
podclta took one part, and the captain another ; 
many Were infulted, fome flaini and the diforder 
not ftij^FrffiSd Whhout gricir6us fines irid capital 
pedilhti^rfts. 

• lrt*i^''26Wilrtraake'ofAth'ens, vicir of the 
dtilftd <)f <Takbri& in 1*l<!rreti<?e,' came to Siena, arid 
d^cti^ftddd the feigntory of that city, \ti the fame 
Biah*er a3 he had obtained that of Florence. The 
demand appeared- tii the citizens very ftrange, 
though 'they 'treated him with great magnificence, 
T&ey thodghr it proceeded from a very bad prin- 
tiple^dhd worfe intentions, confidering the fincefc 
and 'affe(5l:i(3fnate attachment which they ind their 
Mteiftbfs had ever, with the utmoft veneration, 
dehlbfefti^ted for hi^ houfe, and the great and 
ifia*iy t6kens of fidelity, which from their aftionk 
rtiJght 'be known, towards king Robert, king 
Charles the firft and fecond, and towards all their 
Ixintteftions on all occafions ; and as it appeared 
to thtfm^ that they were outrageoufly infulted, and 
by'Tiim from whom they leaft expefted .it, they 
fuddehly rofe in a great tumtilt in arms, and, 
idmWing the chains acrofs the ftreets, (hut up their 
gates, left the Florentines (hould fend a rein- 
ftircerfient. They prepared not only for defence, 
btit, their fufpicions ihcreafing, with all their 
forces to attack the lodgings ot the duke himfelf 
at the bifhop's palace, and give battle to his peo- 
"pXt. Such a commotion and concourfe of fo nu* 
itietous an armed multitude, under fo rtiany ftand- 
iaifdi of their companies and vicariates,' demon- 
ftrating that in this the city was united, and not 
dividra, as had been reprcfented to the duke, 
upon the fuppofition of which divifion he had 
founded hi^ deniand, fpread a terror among his 
foll(*wers '; j^nd demanding to fpeak with the ma- 

X 4 giftrates. 



(Intcs. it was agreed, due tbe.ieq^iikian of ^ar, 
ike Ihould be rncrred to a fenat^i ^nd fuokm: ' 
'etnbly was accordingly congreraud, to- tkc- 
imber of four hundred acd ^ghcy feoacon,. wbo» 
:er long debates, haviag agreed both to the U« 
Tiy of the ripublic and the honour of the duke, 
:icrmined that Charles, duke of Calabria, (bould 
Lve for live years, and no longer, power to cleft 
e podella of Siena from the nacnber of three, 
10 fbould be propofed to him by the people of 
ena ; that he Ihould ooi, however, be called po- 
:(la, but vicar of the duke, on conditioD that ■ 
ery vicar, before he Ihould take upon turn tbtt 
Bee, ihould take an oath to obferve th« laws aod 
lUitesof the city of Siena; and the citizen* ivdl 
lowing of how much detrimem to cities are di- 
dons and animofities, the duke eafily perfiuded 
e Salimbeni and Tolomei to make a truge tot 
'9 years. 

In 1328 the ninemagidraiesmade a ceo&i, or 
;fcription of the families of the city, third bf 
ird, and there were found eleven thoufand kvea 
mdred and eleven heads of families in the whole, 
]blcs, grandees, fubflanual people, and lefier 
jople, all together. 

The calamities of famine and peftilenct, 11 
" u war and fedition, which happened in 1329 
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woven' with each other and. the whole people, fo 
that it is itnpofBble to gn rid of their influence, ap- 
pears very ftroagly on this occafion. Though ex- 
cluded and robb^, they could not difpute with- 
out fetting the whole city to difputing. The 
rencounter between t^vo noblemeD. in which one 
was killed, produced the afialTiDation bf another, 
and the whole city took the patt of the one or the 
other, and tumults and comtnotioiis in arms 
threatened univerfal ruin, till the government if- 
fucd a proclamation againft the two principal ac- 
tors, offered rewards for their lives as affaSins, 
and raifed a force to confirm it, which obliged 
them to fly to Ferrara, where they and the other 
Tolomei, their defcendams, were long afterwards 
known by- the nickname of The Aflaflins. But 
thitcould Dot prevent frefh tumults and homicides 
inStena^ between the fame families, in 1352; nor 
others between the Malavolti and Piccolomlni, in 
1333, which! were renewed in 13341 norwithftand- 
ing the employment the cicy had, through this 
whole' period, in foreign affairs. In 1335 the 
league was renewed between the Guelph cities, 
and particularly between Siena and Florence. In 
1337 *^ accommodation was attempted between 
the quarrelfome nobles, but without much ef^ 
fcA; but in 1342 their ungovernable palTions broke 
out i^in in homicides and general tumults. 

In 1343 the duke of Athens attempted to pro- 
mote his own ambitious views of obtaining the 
fovereignty of Siena, by pretending to mediate 
between the nobles and the nine, and 10 reconcile 
them with each other ; but his diCIimulalion was 
not profound enough to decdve either party. 
In this year there were three confpiracics at 



rt;i"l:ince ; but the people in thrf^fiiry hsdcom- 
iiiiutl great diforders and mai^'iiomicideB, and 
m:iily 1,'cnegcd the duke in his palkce for a time, 
(lu tlicii drove hitn dut of the city : after which, 
ly the- ailvice of the Sicnefe ambafladors, tboy 
efiirmcd [heir governinent, inflituting eight priori^ 
3iir of them nobte and four popular ; but thti 
arm was foon demolithed, and the goveromenl 
lecinie as popular as that of Siena itfelf ; the 
nliles were excluded, and tempted to renoimco 
lieir nobility, in the (one manner, and with tho 
imc whlmlicil, odious, and vicious effcfts. 

In 1344 ihe counts of Santa Fiore, and th« 
ifconci de Campiglia, were madecitiiens of Sie- 
la, and fubjedted their lands lo the republic. Ih 
he year 134.6 another memorable commotioa 
appcneJ. Such is the nature of the people, ihK, 
ver defirous of feeing new things, they hold ftt* 
I'.iently in contempt ihofe that are prefcnt: g64 
erned more by their wills than their prudence, 
\k\ eKci[cd by vain hopes and immoderate defiresj 
hey are too often eifily ftimulated to enterprifes 
/Iiich, if rc'girded witli an eye of reafon. Would 
le found imp-a^1icah!e. The government of the 
inc, by the length of lime, by their arbitrary 
xcliifipns, and by their more arbitrary reftridion 
:i f ) fniall a number, were grown To odious, not 
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gbverHthent to fend n riidnib, nor indeed to be 
eroftcd at all, if the Toldmfci and Salimbeni, the 
Malavohi aild Piccolomini, could have agreed 
who Ihould be the leader. The divifions of the 
ilpbles among thcmfelves had aldne loft them the 
government, and prevented their recovering it. 
The people in thofe days, and in that city, were 
ttterly incapable of planning or executing any en- 
terprize whatever. A noify uproar of" Away 
with the Nine !"* ran through the city ; but the 
infiii^ents not having been able to force the pa- 
lace, and having in vain attempted to enter feve- 
ftl- houfes of the nine magiftrates, which were 
well giiirdcd, fome of them entered the hoiife of 
Berto dl* Lotto, where there happened to be an 
ehteitainrticnt, and found John Fofcherani, one of 
the principal men in the government, t^im, with 
hiS'foii, who exerted himfelf nobly in defence of 
his father, they alTaffinated. The perpetrators of 
thisftiurder, intimidated with theapprehenfion of 
pUniftiment for what they had done, and perhaps 
nfiade cowards by remorfe of confcience, ruflied 
66t of the houfe, and committed ihemfelves to 
flight for fafeiy ; the reft retired to the houfes of 
tht heads of the confpiracy, thinking to affemble 
fc'gfeater numbel- of their partifans, and again td 
tty their fortune. This attempt, however ill-di- 
^med,and unfirccefsful, excited a terror in the 
ftiigiltrates, perceiving that a part of the nobility 
M'd concurred in it, and fearing they had not force 
fcrffiCient lofupprefs ir. They tound means, how- 
ever, to defend themfelvcs, by a ftrong guard, in 
the palace, till they received alTiftance from Flo- 
rence,and other places in alliance with them, which 
enabled them to apprehend the cwifpirators, bv 
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menns of the captain of war, many of whom were 
beiu-fided, and others declared rebels; after whicft 
:hi.y entered into a new league with the popular 
government of Floience, for mutual Tuppoit 
igainfl fuch infurreftions. This convention «» 
roricIiKied between the fyndics of the commMis 
jf Florence, and the fyndics of the comtnons 
)f Siena, each party obliging itfelf to akf, 
avour, and fupport, with their councils and 
irms, the other, and in every way to operate for 
he confervation and maintenance of the peace be* 
wccn them, and the internal tranquillity of Cftcfai 
inder the office of the fignori, priori of the axts* 
ind the gonfalonier of juftice in Florence, and that 
>f the fignori of the nine governors and iifclea* 
lers of the commons and people of Siena, dicda- 
iig that wiiatcverconfpiracyor infurreflion ftoOM 
}£ made againft the magiftratcs or governnieotof 
either city, (hould be underftood to be made ag^nft 
he other, and its whole force eiened for thfe'dli- 
Iruction of the confpirators. In 1348 another 
ionfidcration was formed in Siena between the rf* 
ic; of Florence, Siena, Arezjo, and Pero^, and 
; large army r^ifcd by them ; and in 1351 ano- 
bcragainfl the Vifcoat:. In 1354, bcingat peace, 
r,d wiiiioiit much apprehenfion of any fgrc^ 
i/.ir, there did not fail to arife in Siena perfons 
fpent iheir time in eiciting new difconf< 
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idthoagb they bad defended themfelves, and pu- 
fiAied the principal delinquents, tbey bad never 
faeoi able to eradicate the feeds of fedition fo ef- 
IflfittUtfy, but that many remains of it were left in 
fhcmixids of their adherents, which went on con- 
tpuully increaling by timc> till the magiftrates 
vcre lerioully apprehenlive that the little people 
would atuch ibcmfelves to Charles the emperor, 
aod by his alTidance depofe them. Dclirous of. 
TCCpo0cfling ihemfelvcs of his favour, and moved 
Dj-tbe perfuafions of one of the Salimbenij whom, 
bo- account of his enmity to many of the noble 
iuufes, they had taken into their confidence, they 
ftmt tmbaffadors to Charles, to offer him the obe- 
dience of the city ; and, fo ilia coiinfcllor is fear, 
llie majority, muchagainft the judgement of many 
of their colleagues, were for fubmitting freely, 
without any exception, or making any conditions, 
hoping by his alEllance, or at iealt without offence 
to btm, oroppoiition from him, to re-e(labli{h their 
aijtborityi not confidering, that having always been 
Guelphs, and by fo many offences provoked the 
pa£t eihperors, particularly Henry the Seventh 
nis graodfacher, it would be impolTible for him to 
judge wjbether they fubmitted from fear or necef- 
S^Jfi- or to confide in their fidelity. But the hoiir 
~Wft? cOme when this form of government miift be 
-Uionged into another. Charles having in all ap- 
gMfanfc benignly accepted the olTer, diffimulaiing 
li^s,jntcpcions, came to Siena ; and foon after his 
'ftfTiyal the little people, il popolo miniito, by 
iCbarles's orders, and guided by the Tolomei, 
.i^avolii, Piccolomini, Saraceni, and even forae 
'of the Salimbcni, with a great and univerfal com- 
.UKaion of the whole city, rofe and drove out of 
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i]e, who burnt tbe cafiets and boxes in which were 
^ept the ballots of the nine magiftrates, which 
:very two months were drawn, one by each ma- 
5iftratc, for two months to come. Charles, bf 
fjhofc confent and orders this novelty had beat 
:ommitted, gave a commifTion to twenty citizensj 
u'clve popular and eight noble, to think of a new 
i!an of government. The twenty elected for ibia 
itirpofe, in three days, ordained thata newma^- 
racy (hould be inftitined of twelve popular raem- 
lers, and intitled The Twelve Signori, govemoft 
ind adminiftratorsof the comnionweakh of Siena, 
o be clcfted four from each third of the city, and, 
is the nine had dune, to refide in the palace at 
he public expence, and to be changed every two 
nonths, with full authority in every refpeft to ad- 
niniftcr the government of the republic, in com- 
pany, in .ill their deliberations, with twelve noble- 
ncn, fourforeachtliird, who might inhabit in th< 
:ity in their own houfes, without being obliged to 
ive in the palace, except when they (hould be* 
bmmoned to affemble with the twelve fignori for 
he public fervice, and difpatch of bufmcfs, as it 
hould occur; and this number of noblemen were 
alicd [he Ci'llef^e, v. iihout whom the fignori could 
lot coiiic to any rcfohition, or enter on any delibe- 
ation rclalivc to die governnicnl of ilic cirv. A 



ftobitity, he took occafion from their difcorJs t(^ 
attempt to make himfelf mafter of the city ajid the, 
{iace, and to Inveftit in the patiiarcli of Aquilea, 
his natural brother. To this end he courted the. 
people, making many demonftrations of bcnevo:^ 
fence, with many favours which he did them ii( 
public and private, and he operated iipun them la 
ttiat they were content to give liim the fovcreign- 
ty, and put him in poffelDon of the fortreffes; 
and ip this manner the patriarch, having t^ken the 
government of the city, the twelve iignori and 
the noble college tinifhcd their office. The eni- 
perqr, felicitating himfelf that he had provided his 
brother with a beautiful dominion, took leave of 
Siena, and went toPifa; there, entering in:o ne- 
gociations ro make himfelf mailer, as he had done 
at Siena, hemet wiihfcmediiiicultics, whiciifoan 
multiplied upon him, in confcqiicnce of the no- 
velties which fprung up in Siena : where one party 
of the citizens, not able to fuppoit the fovercigiity 
of the patriarch, which trampled down the noMcs 
and firft populars, and ftudiou/ly drove to aggiaii- 
dize the minute people and the niul::tudc, upun 
whom he juftly thought his gicatnefs dcpendctlj 
arole inarms, clofed the gates ot the ciiy, and de- 
manded that the magiftratcs of tiic ilgno:! of :!;c 
twelve governors and adminiftracors Ihould rctura 
and refideinthe palace, and, together widulic col- 
lege, re-alTiinieihcgovernnicntcfthercpublic; anj 
that the chains which iifed to be drawn acrofi tlic 
ftrects, which on the entrance of ihc eni[)eroi- h:id 
been taken away, (houUl be replaced. '1 lnt-ijdavs 
the city tlood under arms before they obtaintki oi 
the patriarch their demand. At l;.ngththe niagif- 
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: was reported. Came for the ferVice of foilK 
oblemcn. The little people, from jeaioufy of 
tate, and fiifpicion of plots and machhaWMtt, 
/oiild have them hanged ; but the nobility, wltSi 
nany of the • greater people, defended thttn. 
Jpon thefe occafions there wis no adequatt mode 
if deciding fuch qucftions but by arms ; to thcfc 
hey accordingly reforced, and rhe twelve figndri 
ent to Pifa to demand aid from the emperor, who 
^as found in great perplexity ; and fearing that, by 
he inconftaocy of the people, the patriarch might 
neet with Tome fatal accident, hcanfwcred, that, 
ipon condition they would confult his brother's 
afety, they might model their government »s they 
hould think, proper ; that he v^ould ntx take any 
>art in it, as he had no particular ktiowlcdge of 
heir difputes. The prifoners were tbercfbre «ily 
ontined, and the pa[riarchToluntArily renounced 
he fovereignty to the twelve migiftrates, who 
I'ere already returned to the palace, and the day 
bllowing rcftored the fortreffcs, and joined the 
mperor in Pifa, leaving the city and ftnte free, 
nd tlie gi > "nment, which he had held for a few 
lays, in il ^.-' ' ■; of thofe magiftrates from whom 
le receiveti :•. . • this manner came to an end 
he governnieiii ' the nine, who with fo much 
enierity, from IZ03, when this form bad its be- 
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lUe nine lliould be erafed, and the word twelvtf 
written in its place, io fuch abhotrence were they 
now held by all men. Thefe decrees of the new 
government^ it is tme, were as arbitrary as any of 
the former; but the whole htAorj' of this republic 
ia but a\ ferics of changes, from one unbalanced 
party to another. The citizens who had held the 
uft government were nicknamed the Dine ; and 
this name defcended by inheritance to their pof- 
terity, aild gave rife to the order of the nine, and 
became the principal of thofe divifions which 
went on increafmg among the people of this city, 
nod became fo faoguinary as to make them forgeC 
the dillin£tionS of Guelphs and Ghibellines, 
nobles and populars ; for the government of the 
Republic was afierwards again reduced wholly into 
the hands of the people, aad again reOirained to 
a few, the deftre coouanUy increafing in the po- 
pular multitude, firll to participate, then to mono- 
polize die whole, as it afterwards happened in the 

' creadoii of the twelve, who became eligible ex- 
chifiVely by the hcde people. 

The emperor foon returned to Germany, and 
the Sienefe Toon found their new fydem as defedi ve 
as the former. The whole government was Hill 
ia one aflembly, and though the nobles were lefs 
than half of it, they appeared to have the whole 
power, at they always will when mixed with the 
cooimons. The noblemen proceeded in their 
offices too arbitrarily ; the fplendor of their birth 

. and riches, accompanied with the public autho- 
rity, acquired them too much credit, too im- 
pofing an influence, and, in their 'ufual drain, ac- 
cording to the lofty pride of their natures, they 
jnuft needs govern all things. In order to dil- 
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leir own ambjiion, they had lard their hands 
pon the public arms. In the dcpofition of the 
ine, the iLibjefls of the flate, Teeing fo great an 
Iteration in the city, and that thofe who had 
een ufed to command were deprived of all' 
ower, and with fo much cruelty and rancour pcr- 
■cuted by the other citizens, thought that by fucfr 
ivifions the public muft be too much weakened 
I defend the city, much Icfs the dominion ; and 
nbracing this opportunity, Grofetto, Maffa, 
Toncalcino, Montepulciano, Cafole, and other 
nds in the jurifdiclion of Siena, had rcfufcd 
xdicncc to the nugiftratcs of the city, and 
1 the patriarch, for the few days that he held 
le fuvcreigniy. The new government, and 
pecially the nobles, were very zealous to fend 
jt fortes to fupprefs tlicfe rcbcUions, who fuc- 
:edcd againfi: Maffa ; but the' inhabitants of 
lomepiilciano attempted to praftife a deceit : 
ey fent a falfe Ic-iter to the twelve, prdraifing 
bmiflion, in order to amufe ihem, while they 
ere in rcaliry carrying on iheir military opCra- 
Dns. This letter was delivered to the fignori of 
e twelve, who, wiihout calling in the college of 
e iwelvt;, as, according to the conftitution, they 
ht to have done, opcacJ and read it, and per- 
ing, bymaiiynianifcltcircumnancesjtheinipo- 
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pilUgc, and force the noblemen to renounce the 
magiflracy of the college, and would have pro- 
ceeded to infamous lengths, if the graveft and 
moft moderate citizens had not appeared, and 
perfiiaded the nobles to obviate all inconveni- 
cncies by renouncing the government, in which 
they had difcovered the beft and fincereft inten- 
tions towards their country, and'notmore arbitrary 
difpofilions than the popular men. The council 
next day ordered, that three noblemen only, one 
for each third, Ihould be admitted into the go- 
vernment, with the title of The Three Defenders ; 
but thefe in a few days weredepofed. That firhi- 
lar tumults might not happen every hour, and 
throw all things into confufion, they concluded 
to give an head to the twelve magiftratcs, and the 
public arms, by whofe orders alone the gonfalo- 
niers, captains of companies, and centurions, wei% 
to move. Inftead of a captain of the people, 
whom they ufed to eleft among foreigners every 
fix months, they ordained that fome citizen of 
Siena (hould be elected every two months ; that 
he fliould be a popular man, and one of the twelve 
adminiftrators and governors, at whofe delibera- 
tions he fhould be prefent as a member. The cap- 
tain was afterwards commonly e1e<5ted in addition 
to the number of twelve. The government thus 
or^nized, they proceeded againft the rebels. 

Before the end of the fame year, 1J55, the plot i 
of Gano, di Benedetto Macellaro, and his friends, 
was difcovered. Thefe were the principal heads 
of the plebeians, the little people, that very fac- 
tion that governed the city. Confideringthat, by 
the inconftancy of their own multitude, it might 
happen to their own government of twelve as it 
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[iKC tlie govemmeat into the hands of one taitl, 
A\(j, by his wifdom, virtues, and the public aur 
liority, might, by crufliing alt feditions, confo' 
idate and maintaio it. Signior Meia di M. Ja^ 
oaio Tolomei, who thsy knew lud been always 
avourable to the plebeians, and defiraus of 
nakitig hiitifelf powerful by their means, to des- 
end lUeir liberty, was feleded by them as the nun 
if the people; lo him they corarannicaicd their 
ntemions, and found him very well difpo&d to 
onforni. Oihcc writers have faid, that the firft 
not ion came from Meio, who pcifuadcd the head* 
if the plebeians to confer wiiU their friends : howr 
vcr this might be, ihcy were all frequently fcen 
jgcther in the houfe of Meio, to confuk upoo 
lealures for the execution of thdr plan. The 
iiits fu often made by fo many plebeians to this 
oufe were obferved, and the twelve magiflratcs 
onceiving, a fufpicion, gave orders to the con- 
rrvaior, who had been introduced inftead of the 
aptain of war in criminal maicers^ to impHlba 
iano and the others, who were heads ot the con- 
jiracy. Upon examination, they confeffed that 
was their intcition, for the public good, to take 
ic govL-rnnitnt from the twelve, and give it to 
'lei'.i Tolomei, wh^) might mort eafily picfervc 
.ecity free from teditinns and civil wars. Gano'» 
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'" In 1 362, Giovanni deSalimbcni, upon reccivrng 1 
fpme inju^, or at lead taking fome offence at the 
government, made hirafelf the head of a confpi- 
racy of many noblemen, and many of thofe popu- 
lar men who, for having been pf the magKlracy 
of the nine, were admonilhed, and rendered in- 
capable of office, to take the government out of 
the hands of the twelve, and reftore it to the nine. 
But the fecret was revealed to fo many, that one 
at lafl: informed the government : the plot was or- 
dered by the twelve to be inquired into, and a 
very great number of confiderable people fcized, 
fome beheaded, others banifhed, and others im- 
prifoned, and all this without any regular procefs 
of law or formality of trial. 

In 1363 a new magiftracy was created, and i 
called the Regulators, who had thecareofrevifing 
the accounts of thofe who had the management of 
the public money, to fee chat the commons were 
Boi'defrauded. 

In 1365 frefli quarrels arofe between the Mala- 1 
yolti and Tolomei, and a plot was difcovcrcd of 
the Piccolomini againft the government of the 
jwelve J and thefe ^milies were fubjtded to heavy 
fines for their punlQiment, probably bccaufe the 
government had not ftrcngth to infliA a fevcrcr 
cbaftUement. And this timidity appeared to be 
well founded in another inftancc the fame year, 
when their ambaffadors returned from Rome, one 
of whom being attached to the nobles, had given 
offence to the twelve, by fpeaking freely agalnll 
ttiem in his abfence : he was cart into prifon ; but 
the government were not able Co punifli him with 
death as they intended, for fix noblemen appear- 
ed in arraa to defend him. Thefe inflances. with 
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:ciuiied, iliey will ever have a controiUing in- 
jcnce over the government, when in one affcm- 
ly of commons only, fometimes by ftcrct prac- 
ces, at others by open force. Indeed, fuch fa- 
illes are always in reality the beads of the foc- 
cins (hat tear the Rate, though, in appearance^ 
ley have no (bare in it, as appeared more plainly 
le next year, when thofc twelve who hatLthe go- 
:rnmcnt in their hands were afflifted beyond 
leafiire wiili fears of new animofities and infur- 
(Sions againft iheni. They found ihemfelvcs di- 
ided into two faftions, one called the Canefchi) 
id ilic other Graflelh, the former the favourites 
f the Salimbeni, and the other of the Tolomd. 
nowing that the nobihty were irritated by the 
.te ituprifonmeni of their friend the ambaflldor, 
id by thedelign which the twelve had difcovercd, 
y means of falfe leHimony, to taJtc bis life aod 
anfifcatc liis eftate, if he had not been defended 
he nobles, they looked out for foreign aid, 
lui fent to the pope to obtain it ; they fent alfo 
nbafl'udors, fome noble and fome popular, to 
ic emperor, to found his difpolltion towards the 
public. Among ihefc was John Salimbeni, a 
lan of prudence, very ufcfiil to the ftatc, and in 
igh reputation abroad. His death at this time 
public calatnity; for the twelve, dreading 
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each other, and thus unitedly, at one time; 
turned their arms againft the magiftracy of the 
■twelve, and drove them out of the palace, taking 
poflelHon of the arms, and, without putting any 
to death, made therafelves mafters of the city and 
the ftate. At once they new-modelled the go- 
Vetnmcnt, ordaining a magiftracy of ten noble- 
men, and three of thofe popular men who had 
been of the nine, took pofleflion of the fortreffej, 
and fent ambalTadors to the emperor to obtain his 
confirmation ot their new authority : but they 
found that ambaffadors from the twelve, and 
diofc plebeians who ftill adhered to them, bad ar- 
rived before them, to folicit Charles's aid to reco- 
ver their power; and had filled the court with 
flanders to fuch a degree, as to move the empc- 
rbf's compaflion in their own favour, and his in- 
drgn'stion againft their antagonifts. He therefore 
amufed the ambaffadors of the latter with falfe 
promifcs, while he fen[Malace(tadi Rimini tore- 
ihftate the former; a defign in whieh, by the 
treachery and ambition of the Salimbeni, he fuc- 
ceeded. As foon as it was known in Siena that 
Malaidti, with his forces, were approaching in 
the neighbourhood, the liide people, in the inte- 
reft: of the twelve, arofe fuddenty and tumoltu- 
oufly in arms, and, with the affiftance of the Salim- 
beni, forced open the gates to admit the imperiai 
army, not without an Obftinate battle, however, 
which continued the whole day (September 24, 
1368) and great flaughter. The government was 
Thus again taken from the nobles, their boiifcj 
plundered, and themfclves driven out of the city 
to their caftles in the country. The multitude of 
plebeians having tafted with the government of 
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n ; and having, by thcaidofMalatcA&SDd tbcr 
limbcni, been victorious, ibey reformed the go- 
rnaicnr. Excluding the nobles, they itillttut«i 
:ouncilofone hundred and iweniy-four popular 
:n, whom they called The Council of Refer* 
;rs, becaufe to (hem was given authority to re- . 
m ihe conftitution. Sixty-two of thefe were of 
: plebeians, or little people, thirty-five of tbofQ 
pular men who had been in the office of th« 
tlve, and twenty-eight of thofe who bad beca 
the ofHcc of the nine, or of their defccndanUL 
alibciatcs, who governed with the participii 
n of Malalefta, who was in Siena the ]ieute>. 
It or vicar of the emperor after the expulfion 
the nobles. Thefe h;rving held tbe gOTCro* 
ni of the (late twenty-two days, and iaba* 
^d the palace of the fignori, re-inftattd the 
giftracy of the twelve, compofed of five of the. 
Ic people, four of the twelve, and three of tb« 
c, who had been in the magiftracy of thecoQ* ■ 
., together with ten gentlemen, and dttcr- 
led that all thefe flipuld be called T^ Twrfve ' 
■ds Defenders of the People of Siena. They 
ic a new box of niagiftrates, in which tliey put 
'-one ballots, in each of which was contained 
lagiftracy of twelve citizens, with thediftiibu- 
before mentioned of five, four, and three. 
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the number of two hundred and forty; and this u 
the firft time that in the public books was written 
and preTerved the memory of the divifions among 
thepeo[de: andthu^ by creating m^illrates ex- 
premy and avowedly by didributions of factions, 
of orders, and of moumains^ as they did after- 
wards, they made their difcords immortal. Ani- 
mofities', l^pt alive by thefe records, not only colt 
the lives of an in6niie number of individuals in ' 
the frequent and bloody innovations whjch fol- 
lowed, but finally proved the dc{i:rii£iion of the 
whole commonwealth, and the elbblifhment of 
the domination of one man. So fays the hiAorian : 
but whether thefe records had exifted or nor, the 
calamities, and the idbe of them, would have been 
the fame, if they had not changed their govern- 
ment from one aflembly to two, and feparated the 
executive authority from both. Scrambling for 
loaves and frlhes, in an alTembly of people, or re- 
prefentatives or nobles, or in a mixture or union 
of both, wiU for ever have the fame effefts. 
Thefe reformers annulled all the deliberations and 
decrees made by the late magiftracy of the nobles, 
except thofe which contained the liberation of the 
. banidied and condemned, WiChing to reward the 
noble houfe of Salimbeni for the benefit received 
from them, they gave them, in honour and re- 
<:ompence of their perfidy againll the other no- 
bles, five cailles ; and moreover, with privileges 
proportioned to their merit, they made them po< 
pular citizens, that they might be capable of 
being in the magillracy. The Salimbeni were the 
firft who, after the example of Manlius, the fir(t 
of the Jlomans, who from a patrician made himfelf 
9, plebeian, and from a liraiUr caprice, renounced 



icrc is a remarkable refemblancc between rhc 
vatry of Manlius and Camilliis, and thai of the 
alimbcni and Tolomci ; and both exairpl?! are 
nitally demonftrative of the dangers and cvilj of 
fovereignty in one aflembly. There will ever be 
vo rival families to tear ihe vitals of the ftate, 
nd one or the other, perhaps bodi, will ficrifice 
nth, right, honour, and ^libeny, to obtain rhe 
fccndcncy. The nobles, now chafed from ihc 
j', met at Ccrieiro Ciarapoli, to confult what 
y ought to do to regain their (itiiaiidns in [be 
Jiy. Tlie magifl rales of the twelve having in- 
lligcncc of fhisalTembly, declared fix noblemen 
f the houfe of Cerrcrani lebels, which obliged 
icm, wiih the others, to look out for fome ftrong 
hcc to make ilic feat of war. As they wereto 
e trcjitcd as enemies, one part of the Tolomci 
ok pofTcflion of the raflle of Muntitri, another 
.11 of Tragmmla, t'le Malavolti occupied Cafti- 
ionc, the Piccoloniini Batlgnana, and others 
lier callles, from whence they began to make 
.ir upon all the country of Siena, to intercept the 
ipplies of provifions, to dcmolifh the mills, and 
I c:\iiy their depredations to the very walls, 
■)!d:n;^ t!;c people in cuminnal alarm and terror, 
nil il,i' city in a manner beficgcd, fo that few 
1 lie cour.igc 10 go in or our. The twelve 
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c^ SiciKi ; but returned witliout fucccfs, to wale a 
better oppoiLiJiiity. It appeared by this time to 
die order of the twelve, that they had been im* 
menfe lofers by the change of government ; be- 
caufe in the government of the nobles they had 
btcpn deprived of nothing, but .enjoyed the full 
(hare oi the faftion of the twelve without the 
participation of any other : at prefent they only 
0iared a third part, and being ftimulated by am- 
bition, wljich oftener meafures things by its will 
than its prudence, did not confider thofe dangers 
which concealed themfelves under their immode- 
rate defires. They perfuaded the little people, 
that by joining with them they could eafily ex- 
clude, by force, the order of the nine from the 
regency. The people joining them in arms, fooa 
put the plot in execution; but the fame people, 
finding fo eafy and happy a fuccefs, rofe in their 
courage, as they had no arms in their hands, be- 
gan in their turn to think more of their own con- 
venience, profit, pleafure, and utility, than of 
their honour, integrity, or the public good, and, 
without ceremony, deprived the twelve alfo of 
their (hare in adminiftraiion ; and burning the gate 
of the palace, and the major part of the public 
books, with a great noife, and univerfal convuU 
fion of the city, dragged out of the palace the 
three of the nine, and the four of the twelve, who 
refided in the office of the twelve lords defenders 
of the people of Sjena, To avoid more fcanda- 
Ipus excefles, and to put an end to the tumult of 
the people, who would not be fatisfied nor quieted 
.without a new order to reform the government of 
the city, by transferring it to the little people, or 
(to diftinguifli theqi more clearly from thole other 
popular men who had been of the party of the 
wnc and of the party of the twelve) to thofo 

who 



ho were truly the plebeians, and altogether new 
len, becaufc (as the plebeians faid ia Rome, 
lien, in high wmth againfl (be nobles, tbey . 
rtated Tercntius Varro conful) ihafe plebeians, 
'ho had already been ennobled by fervtcg in the 
ovenimeDt, defpifcd tlie lower plebeians {Ta plcbe 
afla) more, and fhew themfclvcs more inimical 
3 them, than the ancient nobility, Malatcfta en- 
:red the palace, and elcdcd eighteen of the Iiitlc 
itoplc, who, together wiih the five of the fame 
31 1 who remained in the palace of the twelve dc- 
!nders, and rhrec gonfaloniers of the thirds of 
ic city, and four of the noble houfe of Salim- 
cni, reformed anew the governmenc of the rc- 
ublic. Thefe meeting, without lofs of ritne, in 
le confiftory, which ft the apartment where llic 
gnori ufually affembled, with Malatcfta, con- 
rming the council of M. Reame di M. Notto 
ahmbeni, made an elcdion of ten of the liule 
eoplc, who, with the five who had remaitKd in 
)e palace, were to exercife the otSce, now aug- 
lented from twelve to fifteen defenders of tho 
eoplc of Siena, until the beginning of January 
ext, with the fame authority which thofe had who 
xcrcifed the office of the twelve governors and 
dminiftrators of the republic of Siena before 
fecond day of September lad:. Thus the new 



^rrcr, and that, by arrcmptir:[^ lo ufurp npoii 
others^ they liacl lolt their uvvu, they leiit, vviili 
the privity of the Salimbeni, to negotiate with the 
emperor yet at Rome, to the end that, paffing on 
his return through Siena, he might efTedt their re-» 
fioration to the llatc. The popular men of the 
greater number, ftiil denominated in the public 
books The Little People, having informa-tion of 
that effort of the twelve, and confidering that, if 
the twelve fliould unite with the nobles and the 
nine, and be aflifted by ihe arms of Charles, they 

* might eafily make themfelves mafters of the city, 
and feize the government, thought it more pru- 
dent to yield a part by confent, than run the 
rifquc of lofing the whole by force. Moved by 
this confidcrat^on (fuch is the inconftancy of the 
xnuldtude ! ) the reformers ordained, that thofe 
faAions which had been dragged from the palace 
iho'ufd return, and refide in their offices with the 
fifteen defenders till the firft of January, at whicli 
time they were to join in the ballot, and draw, 
from the boxes already made by the other refor- 
mers, three popular men, of whom the one wIiq 
flipurd have the moft votes in the council of the 
xeformers was to be captain of the people, who 
ptdvtd to be Matteino di fer Ventura Menzani, 
ib that the magiftracy confifted of the number of 
fifteen, of whom eight were of the little people^ 
fduf of the twelve, and three of the nine. They 
declared,' moreover, that the gonfaloniers of the. 
tmrds of the city, different from the gonfaloniers 

. of the companies whom they were to. command, 
ftouid be called Matter Gonfaloniers, and fljQkild 
always be of the little people, as the captain qf the 
people ;' and the three counfellors of the fame 
captain thotild be taken, one from each . fqrtot 
people, ' This captain, with his counfelbrs . aril 

It) after 
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lafter gonfaloniers, had full authority, in faft, 
lOUgh not according ro ihe orders io the fta- 
nes, and a difcretionaty power In all crimioal 
ifes, but not in civil. From this reform bad 
s firil original the order of Reformers ; ftff 
lis name of reformers remained afterwards in 
lofe popular men who were of the couiufl 
f the lall reformers, and defcended to their pof- 
Tity, as it happened before to the nine and the 
icelve, all of whom had their origin froni the 
eople. This tripartite divifion appeared to the 
sformers to be a moft powerful caufc of divifioiu 
nd difcords, which they wifiied to prevent, and 
lercforc ordered thefe diftinctionsto be annulled, 
nd the whole people to be united in one body, 
nd that, when in any writing there (bould be 
ccafion to mention the little people, it (hould be 
ailed tlie people of ihe greater number; thac 
lie p.iny of the twelve Ihould be called the 
leoplc of the middle number; and the nine, the 
leoplc of the leflcr number :* but although the 
lamcs of the fadioiis were changed, the fub- 
tancc of tilings was not united. As thefe diftinc- 
iunsarife from th:it conflitution of human nature, 
nd courfc of lis palTioiis, which Icgiflation is not 

Drill inferting. — Iiem 



yet pcrfcft enough to akcr, or lo rc:;iCvly, !:iit ^y 
niaking the diiiindions thcinlclvcs legal, and ai- 
figning to each its (hare, whatever it may be 
hereaner, the fame difcords remained among the 
popular men, and preferved always the fame dif- 
tinftions in the public books. They ordained 
further, that of the officers of merchandife, or 
chimber of commerce, there (hould be two of the 
people of the greater number, one of t^iofe of the 
micldle number, and the other of the lefler num- 
ber, while the nobles fliould remain out of the 
city ; but in cafe they (hould return, inftead of one 
of the two of the greater number, a nobleman 
fhould be elefted ; and this rule they followed in 
after-times, eledting one nobleman and three popu- 
lar men; and by this order it became a declared 
point, that the nobles were not comprehended in 
the people, but were diftinft from them. They 
funher ordained (corredling the order given con- 
cerning the Aode of elefting the three popular 
m^embers, who were to be joined to the twelve of 
the ballot, to be drawn every two mojiths> to make 
the number of fifteen defenders) that by the coun- 
cil of reformers ihoutd be put into the boxes a 
hundred for each third, and that in drawing for ma- 
giftrates eight (hould be drawn for each third ; and 
made many other provifions to confolidate, as they 
faid, the popular ftate, which were very difplea(ing 
to the twelve, who could not endure that the nine 
ftiould be reftored, and the greater part of the go- 
yerntnent (hould be taken out of their hand^- 
THey could not (it eafy under this mortification, 
but with the favour of the Salimbeni they fre- 
quently ftirred up frclh tumults, which Malatefla 
with his foldiers had trouble enough to fupprefs* 
The twelve, with the Salimbeni at their head, ftill 
refUefs, applied to the emperor, and made him 

great 



reat offets to ailill tliem in new-modelling the 
overnment. The emperor would not agree with- 
in the confetit df the fcnate or general council, 
hich Was fometiines upon great occaGons called 
igethcr. Being ^ITcmbled at this time to the 
umber of 869, tlity refufed their eohfem ; but bjf 
vote of 72J Contirrhed the prefent form, im- 
ofing grievous penalties upon all fuch as (bould 
)eak or a£t any thing i^aiad it, or Attempt an/ 
Iteration in it. The twelve, perceiving by this 
lac they could not fucceed in this way to obtain 
leir unconquerable dcfire of mallering the go* 
crnment, deliberated upon the means of (ecunng 
y arms, what by intrigue and ffaud they had not 
eeii able co acquire : they flattered thetDfelvesj 
lat by t!ie inccrell of the family of Salimbeoi 
ley could procure the aid of Casfar's armsi 
Vhili; in Siena, through the difcords excited by 
le twelve, the public remained in ^sfliiftuating 
ate, the noliles in exile nude frequent inroads 
ico its territory wiili their cavahy, plundeiiog 
nd burning at their pleafure, and holding the 
ity in a manner beficged. The emperor taking 
dvantage of ilii?, l.ilraurcd with both parties to 
ly afide their aninioliries. A truce was agreed on, 
nd arbitrators or mtdiators to fettle ihc prcten- 
ons of all panics. The mediators affetnblcd in 
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Parties remaining in fiifpenfe and fufpiclon of- 
onc another, neither da^cd to lay down their 
arms. At laft it appeared to the twelve, that, 
by favour of the imperialifts and the pope's le- 
gate, they had acquired enough to be fiiperior, 
and, not willing to Jofe the opportunity, tliey 
madeNiccoloSalimbeni their head, and with many 
foreign troops they began the uproar, and, with a 
great fhowand noifL- of aims, crying, Aivay -with 
the trailers of the nine, -who -wijh to rejiore the 
nobles! they ran through the third of the city, 
and having met Scotto di Minuccio, who was 
. captain of his company, they killed him, becaufc 
he had given his opinion for confirming the boxes 
of ballots and the government, and proceeded to 
the houfes of feveral families of the nine to aflafTi- 
nate'thcm. Not finding them, becaufe they had 
fled for fafety, the twelve, with their mob, ran 
through the whole third, plundered the houles 
d the nine, and then marched to the palace, 
and, with the connivance of Malatefta, who ap- 
peared in the piazza with his armed men, they 
drove out the three of the nine, who were of 
the fifteen lords defenders, and afpiring at a 
complete viftory, they made the emperor move 
from the houfc of Salimbeni, where he was lodg- 
ed, by giving him hopes, that by going in perfon 
to the palace he would have the city at his devo- 
tion. On the other hand, the other twelve magif- 
trues feeing dragged out of the palace three of 
their colleagues, lormented with indignation at 
the indignity of the tnlulr, and at the danger they 
were in of lofing the governmcnc, fuddenly gave 
orders to the companies, and founding to arms, 
ib gccat a multitude of people alTembled in arms 



leagues to turn upon tbe twelve, the Salintbcni and 
podcfta drove them out of the palace. The bat- 
tles which enfued in the city were obflinate and 
bloody; fplendid feats of valour were difplayedon 
ail fides, but they are unncceffary to be related. 
I'he government was Anally triumphant, at leaft 
their military cominanderhad all the power of adic- 
tator. Negociations were foon opened between the 
principal men and the emperor, and it was conclud- 
ed that the fame government fhould ftand, under 
the emperor as its fovereign lord, and the city fhould 
be confidcrcd as a vicarage of the holy empire. But 
of what avail arc treaties or decrees, or agreements, 
when the government remains in one aflembly ? 
TIic emperor was fcarcely gone out of the city be- 
fore frefh plots and treafons of the twelve and the 
Sal imbeni were difcovered, and new tumults agaioft 
the nine. The lords defenders, together wirfi the 
council of reformers, to put a flop lo theie dilbr- 
dcrs, were obliged to create a new office, which 
[hey call the Executor, and gave him great 
authority in criminal matters, even to proceed 
dircrctionally, and without obferving the orders of 
the (latutes. But with all this there was no fcco- 
rity in town or country, and juftice was fo cor- 
rupti-d th:\t an infinite number of afTaflinatiors 
and robberies were committed with impuatty. 
Ccrtaiii travellers at laft were robbed and murder- 
ed in llic ii-iglibourhood of the Calllc of Monte- 




to rmtrn into ihe city all the popular tncrt 
wbo had not been ban: iTi."i nor declared reiwis, 
it happened that one Niccolo dj Guelfo, of ihi 
Order of the nine, in fome quarrel killed Niccolo 
di Legacci, and wounded two others of the or- 
der of the twelve, who, happening to be prefent, 
attempted to defend him. At the rumour of 
this a great difturbance arofe, and nunribers of 
people colldflcd, and fell into fkirmifhes, in which 
Oiany were killed. To quiet this comnrotion 
the lords defenders placed guards of foldiers in 
the paljce, in the piazza, at the gates, and many- 
other pbccs, cunRned eight of the principals of 
the order of the nine, and fixteen of the order 
of the twelve ; and the delinquents having flcdj 
the tumult fubfided. Prnpofitions of an accom- 
inodation between the nobles and populars had 
been made by the mediation of the marquis of 
Monfcrrato; but as little progrels was made in 
it, and the nobles were impatient, they took the 
caftle of Batignano, and approached to Monte- 
pukiano, with the exiles from that territory 
(for eveiy village had iis difputes between the 
great and the li:tl.-, ar:d its revolutions, triumphs, 
and banifhmenrf;) who had intelligence with 
the popular pany within, by whole aid they 
entered, and made prifoner of Jacomo de Ca- 
valieri, who had made himfclf lord of the place* 
and intending to lave his life, they threw him 
into prifbn : but the ptcbci.ins were not fatis- 
ficd with depofing him and plundering his pro- 
perty, but, to fatiate their revenge ior the inju- 
ries they thought they had received from hun^ 
went the next day to the prifon, and watching 
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Siena. 
enraged at this againft the people, that they 
fell upon them, killed many, and drove others 
off the territory. When chcy h id done this, they 
fet up another government, and that a popular 
one (which is remarkable enough), and departed. 
The marquis of Monferrato, who had undertaken 
the mediation at the requell of both parties, 
but faw that all his pains to reltore hanno&y 
between the nobles aod popular^ would have 
no cffei5t, departed from Siena, and went ts 
Florence, whence he communicated his award 
to Malavoiti, who reprefented the iK4>les, and 
Guerieri, who was ambaHador for the popu- 
lar men who governed the city. The decree, 
however, as he had forefeen, was accepted by 
neither party. One article was, that the Salim- 
beni fhould rcleafe to the republic the caftles 
which had been given them ; and that they fhouW 
no longer hold the ftandaid with the arms of the 
people, nor the infantry, which the magiftrates 
had given them for the guard of their perfons. 
Upon the rumour of this, a part of the people, 
who followed the faction of the twelve, made a 
tumult, declaring that they would not degrade the 
honour nor leffcn the grandeur of the Salimbcni, 
and feveral perfons of confequence were killed 
in this rior. At this time the caftlc and land 
of Pian Caflagniano was taken by the count de 
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the fifteen lords defenders fent an ample force and 
recovered it. It now appeared to the Salimbcni 
that the popular men, by the iofs of Piancaftag- 
niano, were difgufled with them, and had not the 
iame confidence and afFeflion for them, as they 
ufually had before this accident happened : where- 
fore, confidering what might occur, being enemies 
of the other nobles, and not very acceptable to the 
popular men, they Iblicited the Florentine am- 
bafiadors, who were in Siena, to treat of peace be- 
tween the nobles and thofe who governed the 
ftate, and of a reconciliation between them and 
the other nobles j and in a fhort time both points 
were accomplifhed, with little farisf^cVion, how- 
ever, to thoic who governed the ftace, though in 
appearance they pretended the contrary. While 
the Florentines were treating of a peace between 
the nobles and commons of Siena, Odoardo di 
Marifcotti, thinking the proceedings too (low, and 
defirous to haften them, began from a callle of his 
to infeft the roads with his highwaymen, robbing 
and afTafTinating the merchants and others who 
travelled that way, which incited the magiftrates 
to fend out an army, and take and demoiifti his 
caftle, deftroying many of his people, and bring- 
ing him prifoncr to Siena. The fame army the 
day after marched to Campriano, where they 
lubdued another band of the nobles, employed in 
intercepting provifions in their way to Siena. 
Campriano ihey took by alTault, and deftroyed 
the fortrefs, after having [lain in the action three 
of the houfe of Tolomei, three of the Piccolo- 
mini, cwo of the Scotti, and one of the Marif- 
cotti, with many others. The caftle of Cotone 



lavoUi> atvi many others of the noblrs, but the 
place was taken, plundered, and byrnt : after which 
the army returned to Siena with a great number 
of prilbners. There did not rennain tpany of the 
ijobles united together, capable of doing much 
damage to the dominions of the republic. On 
the other hand, the popular men, the more to 
confolidatc their power, having feen the ijnani- 
miry of the nobles, by order of chc laft rcfornv 
ers, erefted a company, whom they called tht 
Grand Families of the People, which fhould en- 
dure to peipetiilty among chofe popular men 
who /hould be cJcftcd by the rcformcis for the 
confervaiion of the popular Itate of thc_city, and 
of the company itfelf, into wliich no pobleman 
could be received. Every member was to take 
an oath to obiVive the rules ordained for the tn^n,- 
tenance of both the ftaie and the focicty; and 
many exemptions and iminunitics were granted 
them. Every one whofc name was fubfcnbcd to 
the alfociation, was to hold the arms of the peo- 
ple pdiiitcd in Ibme coi.fpicco'js p'ace of his 
houfe i from which itiftiu'iion arc feen r.t this dsfj 
over the dooi;. of irany lioiifcs, the white lion. 
Tl)cyh:id aifo tiie p l\i'- ^c of b.-.iring ciic white 
lioii :i; :hi;:r own [^n-pc; ... ins, chJ ii;dny pcrfons 
availed themfclvcb of ii, .li is lte!i in the a:ms of 
mai-.y famiiiti ftill rcmaiii'ng; a!' t^hD were not 
the airociation of thi- f eupJe ^verc forbid to 
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13th of May, 1369, bad been referred the dif- 
jereoce between ibe people and the nobles, made 
their report, to the great latisfaftion of both par- 
ties. The award wasdated the laftofjune 1369, 
and, among the other articles of the peace, the 
nobles were to be reftored to their country, and 
be made capable of all the magiftracies of the 
commonwealth, except thole of lords defenders, 
gpnfaloniers, and counfellors; and this was rati- 
fied by the popular men in a gcrttral council. 
The nobles in ten days ratified it on their part, 
to the wonderful fatisfadtJon of the city and the 
ftate, as they hoped to put an end to fb many 
mifcrics. The reformers afterwards, for the main- 
tenance of the peace, as they faid, ordained griev- 
ous penalties for any one of the nobles who fhould 
offend any of the people, and it was made capital 
for any one to ftrike or draw blood from any one 
of the council of reformers j and to fliow that 
affairs which intereft many ought to be confidered 
and made known to many, wifhing to incrcafe 
the number of that council, which was not at that 
time more than ijo, on the itd of Auguft, 
1369, they added thofe of the little people, who 
had been of the firft reformers after theexpulfion 
of the nobles, and thofe of the fame people who 
had been of the lords defenders fince January 
1363, or fhould be in future matter gonfaloniers ; 
and wifhing to reform the council of the people, 
it was ordained by the general council, that all 
the people, of whatever number, who (hall have 
been of tlie lords defenders, or of the twelve 
governors, after the 23d September, 1368, fhould 
be underftood to be of the council of the ptople: 



Siewa. 

Df che fignori were of this council. It wis ISkx* 

wife ordaiaed, that when anj thing (faould obciin 
in the council of the people, which ought to be 
proporcd to the general council, and the bcth 
were ordered to ring for a general couoci), fitting 
;he council of the people, the mcmbera of the 
:oiincil of the people (hould be members of the 
general council i and by this wder the general 
rouncilwas converted into the council of die peo- 
ple, and was conp;regated no more during the 
:omnionwealth. The public was very much in 
lebi, and had not the means of fatisfying ita 
ircditorsi it was therefore ordained, that aUUiofe 
*ho had lent money to the commons, and ought 
o be reimburfed, Ihould be arranged in three dif- 
erent books, according to the dtltinftion of the 
hirds of the city, and made creditors, each one, 
n the Turn total of his credit, with orders that 
he chamberlain fhoiild pay at the rate of cen 
jcr cent, every year to each creditor: and thti 
inion or confolldation of the public debt was 
:alled il monte, the mountain, or the lump; and 
his practice was afterwards repeated upoti various 
)CCcifions [ and thefe w. re the provifions, which 
vcre piirnfliLilly paid o,T Idv the chamberlain in 
he tiine of the republic, but were imitated af- 
erwards by the arbitraiy government of one, 
vhich fuccecded it, mcrclv Co abate the debt of 



the greater number. To this end, having in 137b 
excited certain tumults among the journeymen 
and labourers in the woollen manufafture, who 
' Mfere the very loweft of the people, who inhabited 
akmg the coaft of Ovile, and thefc meeting fre- 
quently together, called themfelves the Company 
del Bruco, becaufe fuch was the enfign of that 
country; many of thefe, having taken the occa- 
fion of Ibme quarrels with their mafters in the 
woollen trade, and guided by one Dominico, a 
retailer of old cloth, raifcd a great uproar, beat- 
ing fome and threatening othersi and being ^rmed 
in great numbers, as it was a year of fcarcity, 
they turned to the houfes which had the reputa- 
tion of having fome grain, where, through ftar, 
it was given out to them. This quieted them for 
the prcfent moment, till three of their leaders 
were taken up by the authority of the fcnator, 
and upon examination, confeffed crimes enough to 
condemn them to death. Upon this arofc again 
in arms all thofeof the company del Bruce, and 
with hideous noifes running to the palace of the 
fcnator, and with menaces of burning his houfe, 
infolently demanded the three prifoneis, and with 
great fury began to fight with the officers of juf- 
tice, and to colleft materials for applying fire to 
the gate. The captain of the people, who was 
Francefco Naddo, perceiving the danger in which 
the fcnator was, and that the city was alt in arms, 
took the refolution, in order to prevent by the 
public authority the diforder from increafing, to 
go in perfon and endeavour to fupprefs it. With 
his ftandard and trumpets before him he arrived 
at the palace of the fenator; but finding it im- 
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chat the rompany would lay down th«r arms M 
they had promiled j but having come oS" cob- 
qtieron in this warfare, and cotrmitted a robbcty 
on juftice herfclf, they acquired fo much pre. 
fumptioD, thai running with great .violence n 
the gate of the palace of the fignori, and find^ 
ing it locked, tbejr raifed a loud clamour^ that the 
four lords of the order of the twelve, and the three 
of the order of the nine, Jhould be banilhed, and 
thcf attempted in fcveral ways to accoinfdifli k 
by force; but finding them well defended* th^ 
ran to the palace of the Salimbeni, to avail thein> 
iblves of their afiiftance and authofity. Having 
in the way rencountered Nannuccio di FrancefcD) 
who hiid been a fttw months before captain of the 
people, bccaufc he bad upon that occafion favour* 
ed the order of the twelve, they ailafliDated him. 
The Salimbeni would not move nor intcnneddie 
in this fedition : they therefore took from them 
the colours with the enligrr of the people, which. 
as aflbciates of that fa^ion, they fiill held at their 
window, although they had made a peace with 
the other nobles. From the gonfaloniers of Ca- 
muliia and San Martino they took likewife their 
Itandards, and having given chem to others, they 
returned to make a frclh attack upon the palace; 
ind being repulfed from thence, they feiit a party 
Towards Camullia to attack the houfe of the Sa- 
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killed, and the reO routed : and although many 
men were elcfted to endeavour to quiet the dif- 
tUi-bancc, tliey not only found no means of fup- 
prclBng, bucthey found it innponibleto prevent it 
from incrcafing every mnment in violence; until 
one morning, in the month of July, the company 
of ihe people arofe in arms, with the company del 
Btuco, and dragged from the palace the four 
lords who refidcd there, of the order of iht twelve, 
and three of the order of the nine, inftead of whom 
were elected by the people of the larger number 
feven othets, to rcfide with the eight who re- 
mained in the palace, and fill up the number of 
fifteen fignori. But fufpeding that, by their 
having thus reduced into their own hands the 
whole government of the city, the other citizens 
would be provoked to make an alteration, the 
council of reformers, to whom full power had been 
given by the general council, relblved that the 
names of ihofe of the twelve and the nine, who 
had been pulled out of the palace, ihould be re- 
turned into the box of the freemen, (o that they 
might be drawn another time to rcfide in the fame 
office, and enjoy the fame privilege, as if they had 
remained in the palace two months entire. The 
order of ihe twelve, however, not being fatisficd 
with this regulation, confpired with fomc of the 
pine, aided by the captain of the people, who, al- 
though he was himlelf of the popular order of the 
greater number, was of an elevated fpirit, and 
could not bear, that with fuch indignity the ftate 
ibould be reduced, in his time, into the hands of 
men of fuch bafe condition, entered into the con- 
fpiracy, fent them the mafler gonfaloniers, with 

*h^;r ^rm^ «,l.n „t^W^A ,„\,\> rU^ ^n.,rr^;...f.„^^ ^,^A 
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and, before ihcy had time to get their arms and 
make a ftand, affalTmatcd a great part of dicm, 
and becamt exafpcrated into fuch rage and fiiry, 
(hat they had no con'ideration of age or frx, bnt 
murdered with'-mt diftinftion all who camcinthor 
way. At the fame time the company of the peo- 
ple having rifcn, combated in the piazza, and in 
Icvcral places of the city, with great ferocity, and 
the twelve, with their confpirators, remained in 
niany places fupcrior ; but a ftonc, caft from die 
tower of the palace, fell upon the gonfalonier 
nf San Martino, who with his compajiy, returned 
from thecoaftof Ovile, combated in the piazzf, 
and flruck him to the ground, and every on^ who 
(aw him, believed him to be dead. By this acci- 
dent his party was fcized with a panic and Bed, 
and gave an opportunity to the popular party to 
gain the fuperiority, and break and rout the coa- 
fpirators. A part of the principal leaders of the 
confpiracy were taken ptifoncrs, together with 
Fiancino, captain of the people, andMagioCalzo- 
laio, gonfalonier of the third of the city, and on 
the firft of Augiilt, 1371, without letting them 
tidifh tlic term of theii niagiftracy, a [nofl mifer- 
ablc and horrible example was ler, bv cutting off 
their heads publicly in the piazzi : at the lame 
time, they beheaded many others; but the uro 
other gonfaloniers, havinr; favcd theml'clves by 



tain of the people, Landino Fabro: and con- 
firming the ufual order, they rcfolved, that with 
the lords defenders (hould intervene the prefident 
of ihe council of reformers, who was changed 
every third day, with his counlcUors, although 
in die magiftracy they had joined four of die little 
people in place of ihofe whom they took away of 
the twelve, to give a more decilWe fuperiority to 
their faftion. They admonifiied and difqualificd 
all thofe of the people of the middle number 
who had been of the twelve, and twelve families 
of the people of the leflTcr number, who had iaeen 
of the nine, and fome of the people of the greater 
number^ who had been numbered among the re- 
formers, who had agreed with the twelve. Two 
hundred and twenty-eight were condemned in pe- 
cuniary penalties ; and 'all thofe who were con- 
demned were called, without dillinflion, Fini. A 
number of men, both horfe and foot, fcnr by the 
Salimbeni for the fervice of the twelve, ariived at 
Torrenicri, but learning the turn of affitirs, return- 
ed back. To the number of the reformers after- 
wards joined themfclvcs almoil all the lefTcr ar- 
rificers ; and for the fccurity of the ftate they had 
from Florence a hundred cavalry. The public, by 
great expcnccs and little government, being with- 
out any appropriation of money that they could 
avail themfclves of, the reformers introduced the 
prafticc of felling the public revenue, bcfides the 
contilcations and penalties, for three years, which 
did not obtain more than three hundred and 
eighteen thoufand golden florins. This com- 
mencement of the ulage of lelhng the public re- 
venues, which was continued fioin this lime, was 
the reafon why the public was always in debt: 



he conrequcncc, and from thcnce new feditions, 
ifhich finally accompliflied the ruin of the rcpub-' 
ic. The twelve did not ceafe to move many 
hings 10 the prejiidice of the reformers, bccaule 
he capacity of being in the magiflracy was now 
aken from them. For fccurity their arms were 
akcn from them, and placed in the chamber of 
he commons, and the captain of the people icizcd 
nany of them on fiil'iiicion, and they wcic in great 
langer of lofing cbeirhead?. 

The year following, the condirct of the twHve 
)ccafioncd the (amc fulpicions. The noWes them- 
tlvcs were never more impellent of cxclufion, 
lor more eager to try every expedient to recotCr 
heir Ihare in thf (lace. The noble?, indeed, were 
lot only injured, but had a righc to complain. 
i'he twelve were injured, bur they had only chat 
wrong done to them which they had fet againft 
:hc nobles, and they ought to have rccolledcd, 

Ncclx efijuJllorulU 
l^am nedi unijiics aiie pcrhcjud- 

But if the rule of doing as you would be done by 

were the rule of life, and obferved by all men, 
:herc would perhnps be no need of giuTrnment at 
ill. The twelve, to be fiire, did not think, their 
3wn cafe and that of the nobles parallel, but were 
indefatigable in infinvuif^g, iom-times intj one. 
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the machination was dircovcred, and numbers taken 
up; amongwhomwas SerCeccod'Andrca.theman 
of the highcft reputation with the twelve, who was 
beheaded i and of the others, foinewcrc imprifoncd, 
others fined, and thofe who had efcapcd by flight 
were banilhed: and SerAgnoU d'Andrca was con- 
demned, becaufe, having made a dinner for i'ome 
of his friends at his country hotiff , no reformer was 
invited. Other inftances of the grofTeft proftitu- 
tion of the judicial power were attempted by the 
vulgar tyrants, who now had the Iway. Giovanni 
CaLzetcajo, who was one of the council of reform- 
ers, pioftcutcd one of the twelve for ftriking him. 
Niccolo Roflb da Tarano, the podcfta, upon ex- 
amination of the parties face to face, found evi- ' 
dence of the malicious fraudofthc reformer, who, 
to give a colour to his falfe accufarion, that the 
other had broke the law, by which it was made 
capital to (Irike or draw blood of a reformer, had 
ftruck and drawn blood from himfelf; and had the 
integrity to imprifon the complainant, who was 
found to be fo abandoned a fellow, and had fo 
many charges brought againll him of atrocious 
crimes, that the podcrta adjudged hl.n to have his 
head cut off under the gallows, fince it was not 
iawfultohim,b;.-ingone ofthe reformers. Jufticc, 
it fcems, though attempted, was not yet fo profli- 
tuted but thdt many others were chaftifed for 
enormous crimes j but the moll of the criminals 
being of the people of the greater number, who 
were the dominant fadion, and held the great part 
in the government, tumults were generated in no 
fmall numbers among the multitude. But when 
Antonio di Orlb and Deo Malavolti were impri- 
foned for having carried off a young woman with 
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noblemeo for other crimes executed, the ple- 
beians were paciBcd and Toftcncd by the b'.ooi of 
fo many nobles, and that infuireCtion, w!i:ch had 
been raifed to Tavc the lives of the co.-idcnuicd 
p!ebdans, wa<i quelled. When all were rcturixd 
to their habitations, and their arms laid afidc, the 
ftnator, Louis dcUa Marca, ordered to be leized 
four of thofe who were the heads of the late ledi- 
tion tr> obftruft the courfe of jtidire, and fentciu:cd 
them to be hanged ; others he imprifoned, and 
[bn:ic were fined. The Icnator, atnong [o maay 
controvcrfies, rijinoiiis, and tumuUs, as oc- 
L'lirrcd during his adiiiinilVation, although ex 
Jcbico jtiftitra; he had been obliged to order fo 
nany executions, run a great rifque of being af- 
alTinited in thofe popular feditions of muidtudes^ 
who were offended by him, and both himfclf and 
lis family were under no fmatt apprehcnQons. In 
't:ch a Hate of focit-ty the human heart pours iotch 
ill its turpitude, and all parties appear to be 
■qually abandoned. The fignior of Perolla, a 
:all[c of Mareuiuia of Siena, died, and left an onljr 
laughter heir to tiie eftjte and the lordflup. 
\ndrca Salimbciii, wh(» was a relation, went to 
■il'it the youn;; lavly, by fome ilaudulent ftrata' 
'Sm which is not cxpLancd, put her to death, and 
iLidc lumfcir p.iiron or tyrant of the plaCe^ and, 
villi a gaiia of pt^ople uiilIlt his command, com- 
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refpeft to the family, or from fear of theJr power, 
he did not proceed againft Salimbeni. Upon this 
the company' del Bruco again arofe in arms, witft 
the other plebeians, and running to the, palace, 
vith threats detnanded of the lords defenders thac 
juftice fhould be done upon Andrea Salimbeni. 
The captain of the people, the two priores, and 
their coUcaguesofthelords defenders, found chem- 
felves 16 mean in fpirit, fb infertile in council, fo 
unfkilfiil at duir own game, that not knowing anjr 
better way to prevent the evil from incrcafing, 
they gave authority to Noccio Scllaio, to do in 
that emergency whatever he fliould judge ufcCul 
to the commonwealth. Noccio feizing ardently 
this opportunity, by which he thought to gain the 
hearts of the plebeians, and by their favour raife 
himfelf to power and fupcriority above his fellow- 
cttizens, entered into the palace of the fenator, and 
fitting down in the midft of an immenfc crowd, oa 
the bench from whence fentence was ufually given, 
condemned Andrea Salimbenito death, and ordered 
his head to be &tutk. off before the public. In- 
tending to difpatch Pietro MoITa in the fame man- 
ner, he was prohibited by the major part of the 
reformers> who began to perceive his defign, and 
to fee the error which the lords defenders had 
committed in giving him fuch an authority : and 
although he had at his heels the company del 
Bruco, and the other loweft plebeians, they re- 
voked the power that had been given him. This 
meafure excited a great tumult in the city ; but 
the reformers, being united, were able to quiet ir, 
Niccolo and Clone Salimbeni, with others of the 
fame family, and their alfociates, moved with in- 
dignation and grief at the outrage which had been 
committed upon Andrea, took from the com- 
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corfimicting depredations in many places in the 
country. The reformers, to make preparatioitf 
for recovering their lands, and for making bead 
againft the Salimbeni and their followers, created 
a new magiftracy of ten citizens^ to fuperintcMt 
the conduft of the war. The firft provifion made 
by this new councilof war was, to imprifon cwenty- 
fix citizens of the order Sf the twelVe, and con^ 
dcmn them in twelve thoufand golden flonns„ 
which were imnnediatcly paid. Was the robbety 
of Salimbeni worfe than this \ The]r next fent to 
demand aid of Florence and Lucca, and obuined 
it ; but ambaffadors were fent from Florence, Pe- 
rugia, and otfier places, at the fame time> to make 
peace if poffiblc, knowing that their own dilcoo- 
tented and dillraAed fadions were ready to break 
out: but the Salimbeni would noc Jiften to.any 
thing, becaufe the ten had fent an army ia force 
CO the caftle of Bocchrgglano, with orders and m- 
(truments for deflroying the walls, crafs-bow5> and 
precipices, and other things which in chofe days 
were uted in war to fortify the lands. On the 
other hand the Salimbeni, having colleAed t(^e» 
iher many of their friends and adherents, watched 
a convenient oppouunity, fallied out from theii 
fanils, and attacking their enemies without the 
leall cxpciftation, broke their order, put them to 
fl;Qhl, c<]ok m.uiv prUoncrplundcrcJ their camp. 
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llontinUat plots of the Salimbcnt and the twelve 
to recover the government of the city, and con- 
ftant fltirnnifhes and wars between them and the 
reformers and lords defenders throughout all the 
loritories of the republic. In the year following 
ambafladors were fcnt from feveral friendly cities, 
to perfuade peace between the reformers and the 
Salimbeni, Thcreformcrs.derirousoflencningthc 
dumber of their enemies, in 1379 reftored all the 
rebels whohad been denominated Fini, andbanilh- 
ed in the time of thofc feditions which were made 
bythe gonfaionies and the twelve; and of thefe 
they made ufefui guards for the palace, &c. The 
nobles, Iiowever,.werc employed in forming parties 
in the country, and in negociations with their 
friends in the neighbouring cities, till, in 1384, they 
were able to meet the reformers in the field, and 
give them a complete overthrow ; and if they had 
purfiied their viftory, fuch was the aftonifhment 
and panic of the reformers in the city, they might 
have made themfelves mailers: but in this their 
fortune befriended them. Finding they were not 
purfued by their enemies, they alTumed ibme 
vigour and courage, and gave orders to guard the 
gates and fupprcfs the feditions which were mov- 
ed in the city againft them, and fent abroad for 
Ibreignaidk Florence, Pifa, Bologna, and Peru- 
gia^ hearing of fo great a change, and fearing 
greater civil difcords, fent ambafladors to Siena, to 
■ endeavour to re-unite the nobles in exile, and the 
popular men who governed the city j but, after 
trying every mode of negociation, and every pro- 
pofition of accommodation, with both parties, they 
fbimd they could make no impreflion upon either, 
and returned home. It was the opinion of the 
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fiat'ons >*iih one party and the other, fiad beeit 
the raufe that the peace had not been efieAed, as, 
both fides appearing to be weary of the war, was 
generally hoped and expefted. The time was 
come when the magiftrates, the lords defenders for 
the months of March and April, were to be drawni 
and t^e council being alTemblcd, and the ballon 
drawn, Giovanni Minucci, one of the lords defen- 
ders, was captain of the people. When the coun- 
cil diflblved, they perceived no fmall tumult made 
by the citizens of the order of the twelve, who 
iaid, they did not know for what realbn the power 
of participating in the honours and cares of go- 
rernment was taken from them, rather than from 
other popular men, and that they no longer would 
tolerate the abufe -, and although the dillurbuiee 
appeared to fubfide for the prefent, the twelve, 
fomented by the gentlemen, who were very a£tir^ 
and had made themfejves maflers of a great part 
of the dominion, and who promifed tbe t9dTe> iv 
all events, to afliU them with men^ arms, anf 
provtfions, to the utmofl: of their power, . for the 
common fervice againft the reformers, did iiol 
reafc to demand, with great animoficy and many 
rhreats, that a place Ihould be given them in the 
i"ti.igiitracy. Thefc motions of the twelve, fa- 
t'uured by the nobles, gave much moleftatioir to 
Jie heads of the government t and therefore, thai 



the twelve, was taken up by the minifters of juf» 
ticci and (landing in his defence, and calling with 
a loud voice for afliftance, multitudes of the twelve 
and the nine haftencd, at his cry, to his relief, aad 
took the prifoner by force from the officer, who 
had already drawn him from the hill to the piazza. 
Upon this riot, Materazza and Nerini, accompa- 
nied by a great number of reformers, intervened, 
partly by their authority, and partly by their 
arms, to recover the prifoner. They fell with 
great impetuolicy upon thofe who had refcued him, 
and denouncing vengeance and death on the twelve 
and the nine, as obftrudors of jufticc, crjed, 
" Long live the Reformers! "At this cry the whole 
city arofe at once in arms, and, with thofe of the 
twelve and the nine, went to the few noblemen 
who remained in Siena ; and having taken the en- 
trance of the piazza, prevented the plebeians from 
paOihg in to the aid of the reformers, and from the 
houfes of the Scotti and Saracini, annoyed the 
multitude of reformers, who in the piazza combat- 
ed againft their friends. The conteft had become 
general in various parts of the city, and it ap- 
pearing to the nobles, the twelve, and the nine (as 
the major part of the plebeians ran to the fervicc 
of the reformers) that they had the difadvan- 
lage, at the infVigation of a Jew they began to 
cry, " Peace I Peace !" At the hearing of this 
word, induftrioufly rcfbunded in various parts of 
.the city, a great number of the little people, as 
diftihguilhed from the plebeians or the rabble, 
wearied out with fo many feditions, and united 
with the nobles and their adherents, ran with 
great fury to the prilbners, and fei at liberty all 

tUf nnfnn*.r<. amontr whom wrre M. Tlonrri. 



Skna. 

urmy of reformers, and, urged on by the keen 
dcfire of vengeance for the injuries received, 
combated wi(h fuch intrepidity as to drive them 
out of the piazza, after having made a great car- 
nage, and many prifoners. They inftantly enter- 
ed the palace, 4nd, although the people within 
made a gallant defence, took poJfclTion of it, and 
drove out the lords defenders and reformers, not 
only from the palace but the piazza, and took 
from them the admin) ftration of the republic, both 
in the city and the country. This revolution was 
followed by the ufual train: in a few days were 
fent into exile more than four thoufand men of 
the faftion of reformers, chiefly artificers; and, 
what is worfc, when in the courfe of a few 
years their affairs wtre accommodated, net the 
tenth part of them returned to their cOuntry. 
Thus ended the government of the faftion of re- 
formers, and this new fpecies of fovereignty i& 
one alTccnbly; but only to be exchanged for anot 
thcr, coiififting of nobles, twelves, and nine. The 
exiles of all thefe three parties now returned J in 
grtat numbers from all the neighbouring cities, 
province?, and coiintiits, and bfjught with them 
a tliong body both of cavalry and infantry. Wc 
may now cxpcift to fte the government fhining 
with the [pltndid names of Salimbeni, Malavolri, 
Piccolorriiii, Toloirci, and all the reft j but ire 



rfjofc, however, who had not been of the council 
of reformers, nor of the lords defenders ; and 
ihus the people were divided into four faftions, 
the Nine, the Twelve, the Reformers, and the 
People, and of thel'e difcordanc materials, in one 
affcmbly, were the legiflative, executive, and ju- 
dicial powers to be compofed ; and this mode con- 
tinued till 1387. 

The order paffcd in a general council, eftablifh- 
ing the new regimen, in 1 385, and the fcrutiny for 
magiftrates was made for eight years, and the 
names put into the boxes, a pradicc which was 
analogous to that in Florence which they called 
jmborfation^ which was putting the names into 
purfes, to be drawn out upon occafion. Thole who 
had now the moft votes in the general council 
were aflbrted together in forty-eight ballots, one 
of which was to be drawn every two months. The 
firft draught was now made, and the lot produced 
a ballot, in which were the names of Andria Ci- 
cerchia, and nine others : thefe took upon them 
the magiftracy of lords priors governors. The 
c8th of March, 1385, the tumults were quieted, 
the foldiers difbanded, the fortrefles of the domi- 
nion rendered to public commilTaries, many re- 
munerated for their fervices, fire-works played off, 
and many feafts made, and incredible manifefta- 
tions of joy, and ambaiTadors fent to all confede- 
rated cities to inform them that the city was de- 
livered from the tyranny of the rabble, and the 
palace cleanfed, which had been once thought an 
Augean ftable. Twelve of the principals of the 
conquered faction were put to death by the courfe 
of juftice, and thirty fent out to the frontiers, and 
the maior nart of thofe" who had fled, declared re- 



givCTi them by the general cotmcH, detrca&les 
were rcftored to the Salimbeni. But the cDvy of 

fortune, according to the hiftoriaa, and the nialioc 
of rhcir conllituiion, according to tnithj would itot 
fuffcr this felicity to be enjoyed for one year. The 
Tolomci were now retwned, and Uving in tJie 
fannc city with the Salimbetii ; and this (a& aloae, 
under fuch a plan of government, would bceaough 
to give the reader an anticipation of what would 
be the confequences. Coafpiracica were fimnod 
in the country among the friends ef the auks, 
and by companies of depredators> who began to be 
troublefome and to do mJIchief in the domioieih 
The Florentines too began to fet up cUinu upon 
parcels of territory ; and while this di^te was la 
negociation between the ambalTadors of the two 
people, a plot was difcovered, to the great terror 
of thofc who governed the city, comnnciDCcd by a 
part of che family of Tolomei, who, in conceit 
with fome popular men who intended to reftoK 
the reformers, had drawn towards the city ccrtaii 
fiircign troops, in an irregular maiHier, from di&* 
rent [ilacfs, and entertained fecretly in fevenJ ef 
iheir tortieftes. Thcle troops hearing that their 
icftinacion was difcovered, and impoilible to be 
rxccutcd, as many citizens were already imprifoa- 
:d on account of ic, retreated, and the ptilboers 
:orirL-Hinr' the truth, were 
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fpncy was fcarcely fuppreflcd, and a foreign war 
declined from fear of themfclves, before another 
was difcovcred of greater monnenr, and a more 
pernicious nature than the firft. excited by M. 
Spinetlo Tolomei, and a great number of re* 
formers, and others, who had fuch intelligence 
in Siena, that it fcemed to them eafy to cffeA 
a revolution, and make tKeipfelves mailers of 
the ftate. But as many examples, both ancient 
and modern) demonftrate, confpiracies made by a 
multitude, through thevariety of intereftsof thofe 
who are comprehended in it, have feldom attained 
their intended end ; and the greater part of con- 
fpirators have loft their lives and their fortunes, 
beCBufe the deftgn has been revealed by fuch as 
liad rather be rewarded with fecurity, than ftand 
in danger of their lives, when a fufpicion has gone 
forth in the public; fo confpiracics of Icffer num- 
bers have been equally unfortunate, through the 
want of power to carry them into execution. The 
reformers, excited by Spincllo Tolomei were be- 
trayed by one of their aflbciates, and one of their 
chiefs, Nanni di Data, was beheaded ; but Tolo- 
mei was too powerful a man for fuch a govern- 
ment to dare to make an example of; he was 
therefore admitted to a treaty with the magiftrates. 
Soon afterwards the count Guido di Santa Fiora 
fubmitted to the commonwealth, and after him 
Monaldo di Vifconti di CamprgHa. — Another i 
confpiracy was difcovcred in Siena among the 
reformers, under the condutt of Spinello Tolo- 
mei. A fpy, whom he fent with a letter to his 
correfpondents in the city, was intercepted, threw 
himfelf out of a window in defpair, and was killed 
in the fail. anH a few of the cnnfnirators were 
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was every village and caftle of ihe whole domu 
nion : for example, in the caftic of Cafoic was 
aw3Kcned a violent fedition : the Cafolans were 
Jivided into two parties, and conning to arrm 
among ihcmfclves, fitirmifhefi happened every -day, 
and many were killed, and more wounded. The 
fame mifchievous divifions were fufFcred too in ihc 
city of Mafli. Montepulciano likewife was govern-. 
cd by a fingle afTembly of fignori, who by their di- 
vifions occalioned fimilar fcdiiions and civil wars 
among themfelves, and their different parties cx» 
citL-d a long war between Florence and Siena ; ac 
the conclufion of which the Florentines, by their 
incrigufs, laid the Sienefe under many difadvan- 
[agc3, which would have been greater, if at thii 
tiirve it had not been knojvnthat the Sienefe were 
in intimate corrcfpondence with Giovan Qaleazzo 
Vifconti, lord of Milan, who, after having taken 
the city of Verona, had, with agreat incrcafe ofhis 
piiwcr, taken the city of Padua, and made prifoncr 
oi Franrefco da Carrara, who was lord of it. On the 
26th of November, 1387, to give fome fatisfa<ftion 
£() the people, who began again to Ihew (igns of 
Jilcontc-nr, it was detei mined in Siena, that to ihe 
number of the icn lords priors theie (hould be ad- 
ded ori'^- of cliofe popular men, who had been re- 
formers ; a[id it was declared, that when men- 
■ ■ Ibc. - - - - 



Ma/dvolit, tr\'. 

this was ROW the name of diftlnftion) or of rhe 
monte of ihe twelve, had been of the faid refor- 
mersj they might be fignoti for the monte of the 
people of the greater number ; but his perfon only 
fhould be confidcred of the reformers, and not any 
of his anceftora, defcctidants, or connexions : but 
thefe fhould all remain in the monte (heap, lump, 
or coUeftion) of which they had been before. 
They ordained moreover, that of the chamber- 
lains and notaries, who were eleven in number, 
four IhouM be of the nine, four of the twelve, and 
three of the other popular men. And whereas 
in the other magiftracics there ufed to be in each 
two nobles, one of the twelve and one of the nine, 
there (hould now be added one popular man, who 
had not been either of the nine or the twelve ; and 
thus in each of thofe magittrucics there fhould be 
two nobles and three populars ; that is to fay, as 
it is exprtfTed in the record of the deliberation of 
the council, " one of the nine, one of the twelve, 
• *' and one of the other populars ;" and of thefe 
other populars, one at one time was to be of thofe 
who had been reformer!, and of the fignori, for 
the monte of the people of the greater number, 
and one other at another time of thofe of the fame 
monte, who were not of the reformers, nor the 
lords defenders : and by thefe provifions, thofe who 
held the government in their hands (ludied to 
conciliate the friendihip of the little people, and 
take away, in fome degree, the occafions of con- 
fpiracies. And th:ii tlicy might not alienate from 
their government the minds of the nobles, they re- 
Iblved that all the podcflaries, and ordinary cap- 
tainlhips, fuch as the captainfhip of Maremma, 



extraordinary captains, they might fend part of 
ilu'in froDi che nobles, and part from the populara; 
and thir. ordi:: in favour of the nobles was made 
prrpr;ij.il. Theft: and other regulations were not 
jiifficieni to latistj', nor the hoQile dcHgos of 
Florence, nor the vidory obtained by Niccola 
Piccolomini over the Brettoni, to divert the peo- 
ple of Sitna from their dilcontents : fo that on 
die iicliof May, 138S, another amendment of 
their conditiition was attempted. The appre- 
htnilons of foreign war as well as domeftic broil^ 
increafalf and to facilitate the public delibera- 
tiyiis, iliac tliey might not upon every occafioo 
have to call a general council, they introduced t 
council of fubftitutes, with the fame forms and the 
fame authority, and called them the Simig- 
lianti, which the council formerly had in the 
[imts of the twelve and the nine. This counc^ 
comprehended all thofe who had been of the 
torcis prioi's governors, and thofe who had their 
^imes in the boxes of the fame magiflraccs, B> 
ivhnm they afterwards added, that they might not 
ipp-ai- to be diffident of them, twelve noblemcD* 
■iedcd from the nobility in general; and to gra- 
ify and oblige thofe of their citizens who were 
ibrojd, and prevent them from joining their enc- 
iiils wirhin and without, they gave a pardon t* 
liofe rebfh, who had been confined for fix months, 
md h^d obfLTved their limits, and although their 



to raife and tak<! into pay as lirgc a nmvii^^r ,-' 
iblditrs as poiTibie ; and to this end t!ic trcaiurcr 
fcnt his paymaftcrs, with the count Ugolotti Bian- 
chiardi, who having been fcnt with the aoibaflk- 
dor by Giovan Gafeazzo, for the ftrvice of the 
city of Siena, went to Marca, and engaged in 
the pay of Vifconti, M. BrogHole and Brando- 
fiho, each with an hundred cavalry, and ordered 
that Boldrino da Pinicalc fhoiricl form another 
company* 

The Florentines carried on their intrigues with 
fa many faftions in the ftate, and difcovered a 
diipofition fb hoftile, and defigns, or at lead de- 
fires, of making themfelVes maftcrs not only of 
Montepulciano and the other dependencies, but 
of Siena itfelf, rfiat the government thought it 
tdvifeable to haften their deliberations upon a 
fubjeft they had in contemplation for feveral 
jnonths, a league and confederation with Giovan 
Ga(ea2zo Vifconti, lord of Milan, and Conte di 
Virtu. This prince, fince he pofleflcd Verona and 
iPadua, had intended to take poffcflion of Bologna, 
which had been fometimes under the dominion of 
the houfe of Vifconti : and becaufe the Floren- 
tines, as confederates of the Bolognefe, had fcnt 
them afliftance, and favoured them as much as 
tficy could with their armed men, took upon him 
the protcftion of the city of Siena, and promifed 
her ambaflador to afllft her, and fent the fignor 
Pauolo SavcHo, with three hundred lances, upon 
whole arrival uncommon^ rejoicings were (hewn iii 
the city. Galeazzo engaged in this warfare, not 
fo much for the fervice of Siena, as to have an 
opportunity of maintaining the war m conjunc- 
tion with them, upon that fide, againft the Flo- 
rentines, that they, having employment enough to 
defend their own houlcs, might not be able to 

fend 
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ffnd Aic^our to Bulogna ; and by this UKau tO 
endeavour to make himfclf mafter of feveral places 
in Tufcany, from whence he might hope, hj main- 
taining the diviltons and. moft ardent hatred, 
which on aci^unt of Montepulriano, from the 
injuries the Florentines and Siencfc committed 
igainfl each other, went on every day increafin^ 
to make himfelf matter of the provioce> and at 
length king of Italy, an ambition he had long 
entertained. To this end he entered into nego- 
ciatlun with the ambalTadors of Siena, and on th£ 
i:d of September, 1389, the treaty was figned. 
TSe arircies were, that the league Ihould con- 
tinue ten years ; that common caufe fliouW be 
made in a war againft Florence; that Galcazzo 
(hould maintain during the war, which was to be 
declared in fifteen days, feven hundred lancemen, 
with three horfes to each lance, in his pay in 
Tufcany, for the fervice of the commons of^Sicna, 
md the Sienefe were to have thrte hundred in 
rheir pay in the fame manner, with two hundred 
:rofs-bowmen ; that if their enemies fliould fend . 
'orces from Tufcany into Lombardy, it fhould be 
awful for the count to avail himfelf of thcfe his 
■brces, but that Siena thonld not be obliged to 
''end litr forces out of I'ulcany j that the count 
linuld not be obliged to make war or defend the 
[liiifl: ariy orher gnciviics than the Flo- 



Malav»ltiy &c. 

of giving hofpi:ality, paflage, and provlfions, pay- 
ing for them to the people of the league. Gale- 
azzo might make peace, truce, or armiflice, with 
the people of Florence, including,the commons and 
people of Siena, v-iih all their lands, cities, and 
fubjetSs } but the Sienefe could not malic cither 
without his cunfentj and the ratification wis to 
tc on both fides exchanged in three months. A 
.war cnfued, which laded till 1389, and was then 
concluded by a peace, and a confederation between 
many republics and princes ; the Conte di Virtu, 
Florence, Bologna, Perugia, the marquis of Fer- 
rara, Siena, the lord of Mantua, the lords dc 
Malatcfti, Lucca, the count dc Montcfcltro, Pifa, 
&c. This confederation, however, was not weli 
oblerved, and the inhabitants of Montepulciano 
particularly violated it, as was fuppofed, at the 
inftigation of Florence. Thisoccafioncd notonly 
a ratification of the former treaty, but the forma- 
tion of a new one between the republic of Siena 
and the fignor Giovan Galeazzo Vifconti, Contc 
di Virtu, lord and imperial vicar of Milan. The 
country or earldum of Viitu is a ftate in France, 
in the province of Champaign, which was given 
by king John ip dower to Ifabella his daiighttr, 
married lothis prince Giovan Galeazzo Vifconti, 
which acquired him the title of Conte di Virtu j 
and of which marriage was born Madame Valcn- 
tina, wife of Louis, duke of Orleans, broihet of 
Charles die Sixth, king of France, who had in 
dower the Janie Conte di Virtu, and the city of 
Afti in Piedmont; of Charles their firfl-bcn, 
duke of Orleans, was the king Louis tlie Twtlfih ; 
of Giovanni their lecond Ion, count of Ango- 
leme, was born Charles of Angoleme, father of 



Sintd. 

of Giovsn Maria and Fili'ppo Maria their bro- 
thers. Tons of Giovan Gakazzo, due the Hjbc 
of Milan belonged to them : and for this rca- 
fon the king Louis the Twelfth, aod the king 
Francis the Firft, made afterwards that cde> 
bratcd war in Lombardy^ and fevcral tima 
over recovered and loft the duchy of Milan.— 
To return from this digreOkMi, on the 9th of No- 
vember, 1 389, the treaty was ratified and ex- 
changed between Siena and the count; yet a 
frc(h confpiracy was difcovered in the city, excited 
by Spinello Tolomri in banifliment, and the re- 
formers, in conjunction with foreigners, and Moa- 
tepulciano again rebelled : but the arms of Stem, 
aided by the count and his captain Charles Ma- 
latcfta, were triumphant at home and abroad, and 
this year was praftifed the firft bombardnncnc ever 
feen in Tufcany. Upon fome little rcverfc of 
fortune, when the count loft the fortreft of Pa- 
dua, and when, to the calamities of war, thole 
nf pcfl:ilcnce and famine were added, in 1390 
the noble ^milies of Salimbeni, Tolomei, and 
Malavoiti, unable to bear one another, and 
feme of them ftill Icfs willing to fubrnit to a 
ruperior, refumed their old employment of excit- 
ing feditions. Florence wanted peace, and the 
pope exhorted it. The families of Tolomci 3 
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victories, a fervitude, which they would find very 
bitter and irkfomc. That every one, who was not 
blinded by an imnfieafurablc hatrtrd, which the vul- 
gar had conceived againft the Florentines for the 
injuries they had done the republic, muft already 
fee the difpofition of the count ; and efpecially 
fince the arrival from Milan of the marquis An- 
dreallo Cavalcabo, of his privy council, to take 
upon hinn the ofEce of fenator of Siena, to which 
he had been elcdted. This marquis had demand- 
ed with great ceremony, in ihc name of his 
mafter, and on his behalf, that, for the common 
utility, the dominion of the city of Siena ihould be 
given to him. The embafly caufed a wonderful 
change in the minds of all thofc who defired that 
their country fhould remain independent and free, 
and the more, as they knew that the generality of 
the citizens, without liftening to any arguments 
againft it, and without any confideration of futu- 
rity, or of the nature of princes, never content 
with a middle flight, and never long to be de- 
pended on, were not only inclined to iCj but had 
prepared a-pctitlon to the general council, that an 
anfwer Oiould be given to the count's ambaflador 
in thefe words: " We are content ; and as a 5ngu- 
lar favour we fuppllcate his lordlhip, that, from 
his benignity, he will be pleafcd to take upon 
him, and accept the dominion and government 
of the city of Sicn^t, its country and diftrift, 
and of us his devoted children and fervants, and 
rule and govern us as to his excellency (hall 
ieem convL-nicnt ;" and defending to particulars, 
they added and affirmed, " We are ready to give 
and confer upon him the city of Siena, its coun- 
try and diftrid, with its fimple and mixed empire. 
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it, in all things, as of the city of MiUtij of 
Padua, or any other the moft fubmiffive to him." 
The contents of this petition, although at firft 
]T( pared in fecrct, had reached the ears of thofe, 
wlio endeavoured to promote peace with FIch^dcc 
and the public tranquillity, wonderfully iiritatctl 
their minds, and incited them to fliew to their 
fellow -citizens the incredible damage to the city, 
which muft arife from I'uch an unlimited fubmif- 
fion ; and to fbretel, that in a little time, when 
they (liould begin to experience the bittemcfs of 
fcrvitude to fuch as are born and bread to liberty, 
they would in vain repent of their levity, rafhne&, 
and error. They recalled to the recollection of 
the citizens the great virtues of their fathers and . 
other anccftors, which had defended their rtjuncry, 
preferved their liberties, and tranfmitted both lo 
them; and with how much generofity, bravery, 
and magnanimity, they themlclves had defended 
it in arms againfl Charles the Fourth, when prc- 
Iciit in Siena in 1368 with a powerful army. 
Ihat they were under the moft tender (^ligation 
to tranfmit the facrcd trufl to their pofterityi 
and this they miglu ealily do, to the incQimabtc 
K'ncfitoftlie city, by a peace, which they had the 
power and opoortunlty to make. That when they 
lliouki be ticlivcrcd from the calamities of foreign 



to be heard, arid the decree paflcd and proclaiir.ed 
by the council, to oppreis the oppofice party 
by arms, when they b.td nor been able to an- 
fwcr their rcalbns, they drew over to their fide 
M. Giovan Tedcfco, head of the Ghibellints in 
Arezzo, with his cavalry, and maichcd through 
ihe city, accompanied with a great muaicuJe 
of people of their faction, and [jrochimed the 
name of Giovan GJk-:izzo Vil'conti, cimte di 
Virtu and lord of Milan, protCLlor, and chiuf 
of chc Ghibciline faftion in Lombardy, a;id af- 
faffinated in this fediiion twenty men of ihe 
followers of the adverfe pariv, and made many 
prifoncrs ; among whom was Kiccolo Malavoiti, 
who, thouL,h he had ufti'n honanrably ailed for 
thefcrvice of the republic, was, with many oihu*,', 
beheaded. The otiier members ofihe families; of 
Tolomci and Malavoiti, with m;iny of thcii fol- 
lowers, left tiie city, and retired to their calllcs. 
The people of Siena, wearied out of patience by 
being the dupes and tools of two or three ambi- 
tious families, were cafily led by one of ilcm to 
rejoice in placing a mafler over a!!. 'I hey were 
now fo inclined and (.tifpoled to io'vituds to one, 
in preference to a few, that, blindid with anger, 
they would not lee the evident ruin wh'.ch niuJt 
come wiih the dcHr'jiftion ot public liberty ; and 
neither ihemfcives nor their leadeis knowing the 
true caufe of their divifions and misfortunes, nor 
any remedy by which union and liberty plight be 
reconciled by law, they humbly folicitedthc Sub- 
jugation of their country, and the privilege — of 
palFive obedience. 

On the fifteenth day of March, in the fame year, i; 
the record was auorovtd in the seiieial council. 



licna^ to execute all that was cootiioed is dw r6* 
olution, and deliver the keys of the city to ihi 

:o;r,n)>fiaries of the count Galcaz20, with its 
ibf'iJute dominion, without paSt or coaventioa 
if any kind. The example is here complete: 
ind although the tyranny of the Vifconii was af- 
:erwards overturned, various forms of a rtpubJic 
ittempred, exiles fcnt out and recalled as ufuat, 
yd as ihe executive power was always left in an 
ilTcmblv, and inveterate factions were not le- 
gally fcparatcd from each other, nor impower- 
'-d to controul each other, the fame divifions, ledi- 
:ions, and civil wars, were perpetual, till the feme 
ivearinefb induced the people again to confer the 
Sovereignty on the grand duke of Etruria, where 
It remains to this time. It is not eafy to conceive 
what further experiments can be made of a Ibve- 
-ti;;nty in one aiTcmbly, or how the confcquenca 
•j; he drawri from them can be more deciGve. 
\\ 111 tlicr the aiTembly confifts of a larger or afmal* 
rv numbtr, of nobles or commons, of great peo- 
.ilv or little, of rich or pgor, of fubttantiai meno' 
.lu- rabble, the efTfL^ls are all the fanw : Now- 
<■-■, no j'afcly., no Ubcrly, becaufe no governttuMt^ 

II :s nftrn (Vni, tlint the republics of Greece, 
1\ 1 ,-.,■, ;;:■' TiikMny, produced in the minds of 
i...ii I ii/,':i;s great viitLitS; an ardent love for 
nd:uinred brJVi'ry, the loveoj"po- 



'MakvoUt, i^c. 

friends- ftrengthens in proportion to the fear and 
hatred of enemies, and the defire of revenge be- 
comes as ftrong a pafiionj and demands gratifi- 
cation as imperioufly, and perhaps more lb, than 
friendlhip. How was ic poffible, wlien men wcro 
always in war and danger, that they fliould not be 
brave ? Courage is a quality to be acquired by a)f 
men by habit and praftice. When fccncs ofdeatli 
and carnage are every day before his eyes, how is 
it poffible that a man (hould not acquire a con- 
tempt of death, from his familiarity with it, cfpc- 
cially if life is made a burden by coniiniial excj - 
tion and mortification ? — The love of poverty is a 
fiftitious virtue, that never exiftcd. — A preference 
of merit to wealth lias fometimes cxided under all 
governments; but moft oi all under ariftocracics. 
This is wifdom and virtue in all. But can much of 
this be found in the hiftorians of any country, that 
was not poor, and obliged to be 'io ? Can you fee 
much of it in Florence and Siena ? The love of 
fcience and literature always grows, where there is 
much public deliberation and debate, and in fuch 
governments, where every faculty as well as paffion 
is always on the ftrctch, great energy of mind ap- 
pears. But there is a form of government which 
produces a love of law, liberty, and country, in- 
ftead of dilbrder, irregularity, and a faftion; which 
produces as much and more independence of fpirit, 
and as undaunted bravery; as much efteem of 
merit in preference to wealth, and as great fim- 
plicity, (incerity, and generofiry to all the commu- 
nity, as others do to a fartlun; which produces as 
great a defire of knowledge, and infinitely better 
faculties to pr.rfue ic; which befidcs produces fe. 
curity of properly, and the deii-e and opportunities 



at this to all others ? A conflitution in which the 
people rcferve to thcmlclves chcablblute coniroul 
of [hfir purfes, one eflcntjal branch of the legif* 
lanirr, and the inqueft of grievances and ftaie 
crimes, will always produce patriotifm, bravery, 
(Iiiij/licity, and fcicncc; and that inBnicely bener 
for the order, fecuriiy, and tranquillity they will 
enjoy, by putting the executive power into one 
hiixl, whlcfi it becomes their intercft, as well u 
that of the nobles, to watch and controul. 



LETTER IV, 

BOLOGNA, 



nr.AR SIR, 

THE Tufcrins were an ancient and original 
people of Italy, wliofc power was fo con- 

fideralile, that they extended their dominion from 

one Tea to the olh..T. Tiiefe peop'e, fome agej 
before' the (oind-ition of Rome, built twelve cities, 
nm;i[;g which Bologna wa--. made the capital of 
iIie!;i;i^;loin.* Vv'hcn fomc years were elapfei, 
■il;i:TC\Mft.'.iuiae, from his reverence for the holy 



lation arifing firft, and a war afterwards, In which 
the Claternaccs were fubducd, and being difcon- 
tented with their obedience to the citizens of 
Bologna, as they had been formerly with that to 
their king, they were received, according to t!?e 
cuflom of the Ronnans, into the coimtry of the 
conquerors. This city was afterwards ruined by 
the barbarians, fo entirely, that no veftige of it 
remains but in hiftory. 

In 961 Otto,* emperor of the Germans, came 
info Italy, delivered it from the yoke of the Be- 
rengarii, obtained of the pope the ciown impe- 
rial, and with general applaufc the tide of Otto 
the Great. This prince perceiving that the cities 
of Italy, from their natural gentTofity of f^-nti- 
ment, and their diftance from the emperor, could 
not be held in fubjedion, conceded to many of 
them their liberty, rtferving a light tribute. 

fBoiogna obtained, with a fort of pre-eminence, 
and with a fmaller tribute, her ufual liberty, with 
the privilege of electing her magiftrates with a 
mixed authority, and conformably to the Inllitu- 
tion of Otto, with three councils, gave a form 
to her republic, with the title of a community. 
The one was the Council of the Credenza, wliich 
was that of the confuls and the other magif- 



• Muratori, Annals, torn, v. p. ^qy, anno 96i-£. 
+ Confegui Bologna con maggiori precminenza, e minori 
gravezielaefperimeiitata libertii con facollid'eleggcre i ma- 

g'ftrati conmero e mifto impiTO, e coiiforme ail' Miftitiito <li 
ttoiie, centre forte di confi^li (iicde forma aib fua rcpulilica, 
comitulo di comm\ine. L'unofu ilconfigliodicreiliiiz.i the 
era quello de' confoli, e de gli akii magiftrati : I'altro iii il 
partifolare che comprendava i nobili : il tcrzo fii il geii'-'';:le, 
ct era quello del |>opolo, ([ii.ile jicro fenza podefta de fiiffras^i. 



traces ; the other was called the Special Council, 
and Cf.mprchcnded the nobility ; the third was 
called [he General Council, and was that of the 
people, which, without the powcr^ of (ufii^e, 
was afltmbied, in order to be prefent at the admi- 
niltrarion of the oaths to the magiftrates, and 
ochcT fimilar public appearances. In this confti- 
tucion there is a fhadow, and no more, of diree 
branches. The people, who ought to conftitute 
an efTeiitiat pan, were excluded from all influ- 
ence, and only called out occaftonally to Icxik at 
their rulers, and gratify their fenfcs with ftiouts 
of acclamation. The credenza and the nobility 
forrntd an ariftocracy, in which the magiftrates 
were appointed, and theadminiftration condufled. 
It Teems to have been an imitation of the Roman 
conlbls and fenate, without even the poor expe- 
dient of a tribune to conrroul them. 

In 1 153 the cities of Italy began to cleft pre- 
lors, whom they named podefta or bailiffs; and, 
excited by their example, the citizens of Bolt^a 
clefted Guido Safib to that magiftracy, and in- 
veRed Kim publicly with the fcepter and thefword 
cijuUice. 'Ihis was a redutlion of the divifions 
of the republic to that union which is the cffe6t 
of the i:ovcrnment of a Tingle perfon, againft the 
ttjiiuptinn of which thfy endtavoUfi-d to provide 
by iht- giileiic of coniiils. and by the brevirv ot 
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latitude, between mountains and pkins equally 
beautiful and fertile; in the north a friiitful 
plain, in the eaft the river Savena, in the weft 
the Rhine; nor far from the fed, and in the 
neighbourhood of lakes and rivers abaunding 
wich fifti. The air is temperate, and the country 
plentiful of every thing neceflary and uieful to 
human life.* This glorious city was by the 
kings of Tufcany made the metropolis of their 
dominion, and the feat of their refidencc. Their 
empire indeed extended only over the twelve 
cities, of which this was the firft i the others were 
Veii, Chiufi, Cortona, Populonia, Tarqinni, Ve- 
tulonia, Voiterra, Voifena, Rofetlc, Perugia, 
Arezzo, and Ficfole. 

In the year 1 123 the form of the repubhc of 
Bologna, the ftate of the city, and the cuftoms 
of die citizens, were as follow. Thofe who ihall 
read their hiftory, will eafily perceive that this 
republic did not, in thofe ancient and rude times, 
adminifter the city fcientifically, nor conduft flcil- 
fully the afFairs of war. They cleifiied three coun- 
cils, a fpecial council, a general council, and a 
council of crcdenza, in the authority of which, 
with their magiftrates and judges, confifted the 
(upreme government. The fpecial council was 
elefted annually in this manner ; In the beginning 
of December the fpecial council and general coun- 
cil were convocated, either by the conluls or by 
the pretor, according as one or the other of thofe 
officers happened to be in the government of the 
republic, in prelcnte of whoin, cvL-ry one of the 
council, oblerving the order of his tribe, made his 
eleAion and extraftion of his lot. For this pur- 
nniV. there itood before a tribunal two urns, out 



of one of which itare taken as many blank TOte^ 
as there were men of thai tribe prcfcnt in council, 
and on them their names were written ; in die 
other were as many other blank briefe, ten ex- 
ccpttd, wrinen by the hands of two brothers, 
hermits of St. Auguftin, deputed by the council 
for that purpofe. When the extra^ion was to be 
made of the firft tribe, a boy of the age of twelve 
years, or Icfs, drew a brief from the principal um, 
and he whofe name came out prefcnted himfclf 
at the tribunal ; and the boy at the fecond urn 
drew another brief, which if by chance it was 
bbnk, fuch a one was excluded from the eledion 
of the council ; but if the ticket was written, 
fuch a one was an ele<5):or: and this method was 
followed, until tlic ten black tickets declared the 
ten eleftors of that tribe. This being done, the 
Time was repeated by the men of the other tribes, 
nne by one, until forty men, that is to fay, te» 
"or each tribe, were eleftors. Then the forty eJec- 
:ors retired to a. fecret place, and defied fix hun- 
dred men, that is to fay, 150 for each tribe, es- 
rluding however the mean and poor artifans, oc- 
rupicd in low and bafe works, and none of the 
ninors of eighteen years were obliged to accept 
if this office; and thefe fix hundred men prefcnted 
licmlLlvcs to the fpecial council. In the fame 
naniicr and order, in tiibftance, in thrtc days, was 
Iciftcd the council of credcnz.i; but all the 
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of the bufinefs, and aflembled at the found of the 
bells or the trumpets. There were provided by 
thefe councils three bells, the lefler, the middle, 
and the greater ; for the fpccial council the fmaller 
bell was rung, for the council of crcdenza the 
nii4dlc, and for the council general the greater. 
It was forbidden to the confuls, or the pretor, to 
convocate the councils, if he had not previoufljr 
ordered to be \wrictcn in the chancery, in a book 
provided for that purpofe, the bufiircfs which was 
to be propoffd and treated. When the council 
was colleifted, the chancellor propofed in public 
thefubjeft that was to be confidercd; and this 
being propofed, the orators, who were four, and 
flood near the tribunal of the magiftratcs, rca- 
Ibned in public : a like privilege was granted to 
the orators of [he magiftratcs, who were alio four; 
but this mcicly relating to the affairs of the ma- 
giftracy, whofe opinions, in aniwer to the qucftion 
feparately put to ihem^ were written down, and 
called the refolution or div;fion. It was fome- 
times tolerated, when it appeared to be neceflary 
that private or individual magiftratcs Ihould ha- 
rangue in council, who alccnding a pulpit, with a 
loud voice delivered their opinions ; and upon the 
queftions propofed by them a divifion was made, 
or a refolution taken. Thefe divifions were nnadc 
in various ways : fomedmes the opinions of every 
one were taken in fecrec, and written down by a 
notary, one by one; at other times every one 
gave his vote openly and audibly, and frequently 
the dccifion was made by white and black beans : 
now thofe of one opinion went to one fide of the 
room, and thofe of a different judgement co the 
other; then one party flood up and another fat 
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reli>tucion of the council being dctn-mlncdi the- 
decree was piiblinird, and recorded in a book* 
and anDtlier council could not be convoked till 
iliis decree was made. A number of notaries 
wi'.e employed ; foine to write the Jpeechcs and 
opinions, others to publtih the decrees, and others 
to receive the laws. Such were the ufages of lUz 
councils of this republic, which was honoured 
with the naine of commons, or community. Of 
(he mar?i(tra[cs, fume were ordinary, others ex- 
traordinary: the ordinary were created anddcput-. 
cd every year in rhe republic, and were callixl 
rl'.e n>agi(trytes of the court; the extraordinarj 
wfre thoi;; who were deputed for fbtnc extraor- 
dinary bufinefs. The principal ordinary rnagif-. 
Erates were the confuls of the community, or the. 
pretor inficad of them. The confuls of juftice,. 
the judges of the community, the attorney gene- 
ral, the iudges of appeals, the judges of new 
crimes, the judges of the office of exiles or out- 
laws, die judges of new caufes, a judge who wafr 
tho executioner of fentcnces, the quieflor, and Sll 
nrJit;-^, lud their loldicrs and notaries. The extras 
nr.iin^i y wire ihi' legates, ciiriicor.s and lyiitlics. 
'i'lK- lnn;c r.ioue wabcbicrv.-J in the choice of con- 
[uls as of coinilfilijrs, '[he election of pretor 
w.;-- in this manner; In th^.- month of September 
the cQuncHs i:cii'--ial anJ I'pccia! \srre called:' 
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of -the merchants and bankers, that no one mlghtj 
by word or letter, be corrupted ; and If, through 
the whole night and the next day, by confent at leaft 
of twenty- Icvcn of them, they had not created 

. a prctor, .they iofl: the authority of the eleftlon, 
and the next day the pretor convoked the ge- 
neral council, and the council of the credenza, and 
fronn one ?.nd the other were deputed, as be- 
fore, forty men j and if tlicfe, to the number of 
twenty-feven, could not agree, the eled:ion and de- 
putation of the pretor was reduced to a fufFrage 
or joint ballot of the general council and council 
of crcdcn^a. The prt-tor might be elefted from 
any city, at the pli-aliiie of the council, provided 
he was not a relation of any of the elcftors in the 
third degree, or nearer, poflt-fled a real cftate in 
Bologna or its t'/rritory, was not lefs than fix and 
thirty years of age ; and" it was an injundion al- 
ways to cleft a man of reputation, virtuous, noble, 
and wife. Of right, according to the ftatute, a pre- 
tor might be eicftc-d from the place of the antece- 
dent pretor (and this was fomecimes praftifed) but 
he might not be his relation. The election end- 
ed and publilhed to the councils, public letters 
were written to the pretor eleft, requcfting his 
acceptance of the honour that was offered him; 
and upon the dav when he made his entry into the 
city, he was met and honoured by all the people. 
1 he prctor had the fame prerogatives and autho- 
rities which the confuls had, and therefore accord- 
ing to the times, tlic republic was governed 
fometimes by confuls, and lomctimes by pretors, 
andlbmetiines there were at once both confuls 

■and a pretor, as appears by inftrumcnts figned 
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jretor, to compofc the difcords which arofr hi* 
.ween the citizens and Aich as abufcd their liberty^ 
:o (he end that thejr might call ddtoqumts- to 
iccounc, and punifh with more leverity, and not 
fliiduatc fo cafily (roni love or tutred^ fear or fa* 
irour. But becauk for the moft part the prctors 
were not (killed in the taws^ they conduflcd with 
[hem ac Rrd two, and afterwards fourjudges of the 
law, and the pretors were decorated with iu^ 
liats, long fwotds, and a fccpterj ta denote tbor 
power ; and from this they were afterwards vul- 
garly called podcfta. Befides the confuls or the 
pretor, in whom refided almofl the fum-total (^ 
the republic in peace and war, certain other ma- 
gillratcs, as has been mentioned, governed, and the 
mode of elefting them was the fame. Two tribes 
were called out to the lot one day, and the two . 
others the next ; and they deputed, or rather cafual 
clciftors, were prohibited to choofe a father, fon, 
brother, or any other relation, and moreover fuch. 
as were inept, unflcilful, or incapable of fuch gO!- 
vernmcnt : and according as any one was clewed, 
he W.1S proclaimed with a loud voice in council. 
And to obviate all frauds which might be attempt- 
ed, the len britrfs or written tickets being drawn, 
all the rcpL wcm examined in prefence of the 
council, to Ice (hiit thae were no more than the 
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tioned, there were thofe of the militia j the mode 
of clewing whom was the fame, but the govern- 
ment different. The command in chief of the 
miUtia was given to the confuls, or to the prelor. 
The officers of the army were different among the 
cavalry, in the infantry, of the people, and laftly 
of the triumphal chariots. The officers or pre- 
fers of the foot, of the horfe, or of the people, be- 
caufe ihey carried a ftandard (gonfalone) were 
called gonfaloniers, and each one in his tribe, in 
council, by his own fellow tribunes, was elefted in 
■the manner before defcribcd. Moreover, fbmc 
citizens ferved in the militia on foot, and fbmc 
others on horfeback ; and thefe performed the fer- 
vice more voluntarily than when deputed by com- 
miffion of the magiftrates to that purpofe ; where- 
fore, when any enterprize was undertalccn by the 
military order, every one, whether of the foot or 
the horfe, accordin'g to the necelTity, went out un- 
der his own ftandard or cnfign ; and if the fervice 
required a greater appearance, each gonfalonier of 
the people led out his own tribe, and then it was 
/aid, that the people were gone out ; and it rarely 
happened that all the tribes went out at once, 
but at one time the infantry of one tribe and the 
cavalry of another, at another time one whole 
tribe, and upon another occafion another. In the 
mititia were enrolled all the men from eighteen 
years of age to feventy, at which age men were 
releafcd from all public offices, fo as to be even re- 
jeAed from the council ; and if by accident any 
old men, who exceeded that age, ralhly enter- 
ed the council, they were foibiddcn the elec- 
tion. In every parifh, bv disputed muller-maf- 

I-^ra u/^r*. AfCre\hpA fir 'rptrlftcrpH in nidfr T^cft- 
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times by twenty-five, accotxling to the number 
of the foldiers, and defcribed by the muAer- 
maflcrs, at certain periods condufted their horfcs 
toofiiccrs deputed for the fervice, to be reviewed 
and approved, and notaries took down their nainet, 
wiih their furniture, and the qualities of the horles. 
Miliiarj' expeditions were of two forts; one with 
J'qujdions or legions of light horfe^ the other 
with regular armies; and very great was the dif- 
ference between being comn^anded out upon an 
cxciirrion of troopers, and an expedition with the 
armv ; and fo frequent were the excurfions of the 
tav.'.\:y, [hat it was ordained, that in every tribe 
there fliniild be public marlhals or horfcfhoers, 
and every mafter of a boiirg fhould have always 
readv't ^^'^ ^^ order, all chc inltruments for flioe- 
ing horlV';, to the end that the cavalry p»ff- 
ing that way, and having occafion, might hie al- 
ways Icrved. The treafiirer paid a certain ftipcnd 
to every magiftrate, and kept an account of the 
public revenues and all cxpences. The revcouei 
confjfted in trihures, gifts, tolls, and cuftoms. 
The gifts were ii|.>on the doors, bankers, lands, 
niilN, oxer, &c. ; r,ri(t if the revenue was not 
fi;(!;c:(-[.t fijc t!ie eKjvences of the war, by order of 
r-iii'cii was iirp'Mtd a rax upon polls and eflatcs, 
■very man's pofleflions and incomes. 
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HKoq was given the ambafTador in writing, and the 
whole legation was governed by cheir inftruc- 
tions. Ic was ordained in general [crms, that no 
one Oiould petition or feek to be created of the 
number of magiflrates, and if any one was known 
lo feek hf liis'cOndu& was publicly related in 
council, and it was reproached lo him as the great- 
cflin&my. The officers of ilate, with the title of 
podefta, with hisjudges and notaries, wereeleded 
part from the moiintains, and partly from the 
plains or low lands. The caftles which were fub- 
jeft to the Bolognefe elcfted alfo their own con- 
fuls, and, when they were commanded, went to 
war with them, and carried various ftandards. 
All the burthens and tributes were much heavier 
upon them than upon the citizens, excepting thofe 
who, for feme parucular merit, had bejn cxempt- 
«d by the council. There were many colleges or 
companies in the city, as that of the merchants, the 
goldfmiihs, and the artificers. The merchants 
and goldfmiths created their own confuis, and the 
companies of artificers appoiiited their own feig- 
niortor treafurcrs; and thole, who were able to do 
ii, coUefled together in ailbciations for the pro- 
motion of commeice and improvement in the 
ana. The people and the city afterwaids increaf- 
iog, there were elefled certain colleges of arms, 
one called that of the Lombards, another c'ella 
Branca, and another del Griffone ; and thefe had 
the care of the arms of the republic, and were 
decorated by the city with many privileges ; and 

. the foreignerSj_ who were of ihefe companies, were 
^naJe citizens of Bologna, if they had be^n houfe- 

■J^oldcrs ten years in the city, and might be of the 
council of the commons, ftewards of companies, 



s of die nol)Ic5, from which fcrvilude hoffl^' ^ 

ihey were afterwards liberated, the commttj^yij 

paying a certain fum of money to their maC-'-.f.^ 

All ihefe paniculars of tlieir conftiiimOT-jj. . 

found in the ancient cullotns, or the prin- ^^^ 

granted or confirmed by the emperors, or td j^^., 
ecrees of the councils, or in the laws of the ^ 

the former were called reformations, the lat- _ , 
.atutes. The decrees were thofe ordinances 
1, at the prayer of the pretor, were accepted 
le councils, or made by him, and approved 
cm. The laws were no other than the ordi- 
:s made by the legiflators, which were called 
ieri, or law givers. No ordinary magiftniie 
jf [hcfe legiflators, but they were deputed, 
ding to the wants of the city, from time to 

and, after the example of the Athenians, k{ j 
■d the old laws, and altered, atnended» ac-i,lj 
lodattd, and reformed them, according' ^o'j^ 
judgements. The laws which thefe .legiflfK,-,!?' 
udc were reported to the council, by t^iu, -^ 
J publicly to the people, and wrlttcD in th^"-,. .n 
{es of Civil Reafon, whicb were caUcd ihc^^^j 
c^ Books,. This confticution was 'picferved',., 
C'.- [he yearj 250.— ^T!ie houfes wereo^w^oo^*," ^ 
Lit much oVnamcnt or fkiJl in "arcliitci^urei.!!!.-, 
om this caufe they were, frequently, "eypgled'^"^ 
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kW of Florence or Sieiu; jievercheleG alt ail- 
thomy> legilktive, executive, and judicial, was in 
oqe cpuncit^. for wbeo the fpecial and general 
council met ic^ether they a^ed as one, aiia whcii 
o/je met alohe il afled as fovercign : the podefta, 
and his judges and notaries, were only.dcpmics of 
the council. Akhough fo much pains was taken, 
by mixing lot widi choice, by rotations, andothei: 
prudent precautions, to prevent ambition, faftion, 
U)d fedition from entering, all was inefieiftLial.— 
3mittiQg moil of the wars, foreign and domeftic, 
wt may feleA a few inllances from whence the 
iperation of this form of government may be 
nriticed. 

■-Heory-the Fifth, as he was catled, but cf 
Scrmatiy the Sixth, after his fucceflion to his 
ather Frederick, pafling through Bologna with 
^onftantia his wife, in his way to Rome, to rc- 
«ive the imperial crorfn, was nugnificendy re- 
eivedtpy the people, and entertained byGerardo, 
lifhop of Bofognai in the bifhop's palace; and) 
n accnovrledgment of his kind reception, gave to 
Seraitl the title of prince, which was afterwards 
n^ned by the bifbops of Bologna. Henry was 
tot ortly Crowned as emperor^ but witH much ce- 
emony idVefted In the kingdom of iht two Sici- 
ies, 4&'che ibbfritanci of his wife Conftantia. 

In th6 oejtt year, Gefardo, bifhbp of Bolc^na; 
fey hi$ favour with the emperor and the pope; 
ad tfie privileges h* had obtained for the city> 
was ^wn into fiich reputation for jnftice and 
■irtuc wjth all nien,- that he was conltituted 
netor'with Jitot "pppolarlty, and in the begins 
ilhgbf bi^ digoltyt!e"cbntrafled afriendlhip wich 



aright tximple of a good and modente goferd' 
"ncnt, a little aftervanJs fecmed to be changed in 
fiis whole tianirc, began M dcGre ianDvaooiUt 
openly to ^vour the plebet&ns, oppreffiog the 
;iobte$ and firft men of the crtjt vhicb gave 
3Cca(ion to great diforders and feditiotuj for 
the patricians* who had conferred upon him the 
office, and were accuftomedand habituated a ibe 
command of others, could not eaGly toleiaie the 
injijrics and humiliations impofed upoo them, 
and the evident partiality of the pmor i fo tbic 
having congr^ted in the palace, they created 
hrelve confuis, of men of great authority in Bo- 
logna. Gerardo hearing of the cle£tion of coo* 
fuls was in high wrath, and began to tbrcatoitbem 
with an angry coumenaoccf but they fuddenly 
publifhed CO die people ihathe was depofed &om 
the office of prctor. Giacomo Orii> a povcrfiil 
citizen, and a favourer of GerardOt coilcfted a 
company of armed men> and attempted to (^i^afe 
the refoludon of the confuis and patricians t 
whereupon Specialino Grifibni, not le&ccldsited 
in letters than in arms, and one who was ftudious 
and intent upon maintaining the republic* turned 
round to the nobles, and harangued them u 
(ollows: " Is it confident with our duty or our 
" honour, fellow- citizens, to futfer that 




Vj btf iaiafety ^ Juf^jvir generous foul; enkincQo 
"iOa moiTieni: never taink gf bearing this in- 
<f ft^kpqitr^le tyranny ) «id let t4i« o^e^ itTdf, 
*' tod the oppominity of the moment -ntUMi- you 

' ** to this entcrprife, Hififlitdy in«-C:'^atx mjF 
'" wordsj and accept of me, according toyou]: 
"'ckafure, either as a Ibldier, or a captwQ ifl |dii» 
•• iervice, to which I am willing to devote mjF 
5* Ibul "and body." Amidft all this ariftocratical 

- {Jjaoderj die ftill voice of reafon aad fjt^tr'ifacc 
whii^ers to a candid reader the prolnbilicy tbac 

' die .nobles .were morfe tyrannical than Gcrardo ; 
that thie people were impacij^nt .under it { Gerardv 
difpofed to alleviate their burthens ; and the no- 
bles thence alarmed with the apprehenrion of a 

■ ■ ■ mafter over themfelves, rather than over the peo- 
ple. The fpeech being ended, he fcized his anjia, 
and, accortipanied by the confuls and the greater 
part of the nobles, marched to the bijhop's palaCQ. 
GiacomoOrfi, with thofc devoted to him;i oppof- 
.ingthemin arms, they came to a&ion ; but Giaco- 
mo not being able to refill the impetuofity of the 
aflailants, with great difficulty faved himfclf, with 
perardo, by flying from the city. The confuls, 
difappointed by their Bight, were the more ex* 
afperetcd againd Orfi, and feeing they had them 
rot in their power, they- declared them rebels 
.agaiaft the reput^ic, confifcatcd all their property, 
and ordered their houfes and towers to, ihc ground. 
'$uch deciOon delivered the citf for the prefenc 
-figm this violent fcdition, and with as much vir- 
tue as that which delivered the Roman patricians 

. ;^rom M^iss-or Manlitu, ■■ 

. BMt the next year, under new conluls, although 
it appeared that the the fedition of Gcrardo was 
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Ibme of bis aVttvws proieeecMl frtih' < 
blows wim Tome of the adftkft ptttTj i« whtd 
tffl^av PietfiD EcatwabeMi loft his Hgm hM^JInil 
Scanmbccci Rampeni lay mortidlf wouidcd; 
among ttisny othrrs boA Itillfd and ivoundcd. 
Theday^after, both pirtles haviT% pt»ptred ihefr 
arms, came to barrlc aeaio in thp pdaee W ihc 
cortfimuhicy, whenGiufep^ Occrllett^andTa. 
mafo Tafchi da i Girrrrmi, fauion of Gnwdc^ 
were flatn; whereupon thf MnfuU were i^ain 
obliged to recur to ai'rna againfl GeiQrdo, tofiO, 
having takfn poffellion of a caftle c-iillrd Scr- 
refano, had there fortified htrr.felf. They lent out 
GiiglielmoMalavoIii, a conful, with a chofen band 
of loldicrs, who conduiflrd with fo much fltill and 
bravery, ihar he chafed Gcfirdo from hiftfoitrcfii, 
and burnt htscaltte. In a'fliort timethi empct 
FOt- Henry> by- a decree, liberated th«- biibop, 
Gerardo, whom he ftill called his piincs in iD 
his caufes, from hisoathofcalumnyj and permits 
him to rxt^rcife his fuflftions in all his caMfes,'and 
thoftf of the bifhopric, by an adminiftrMOTf t^ 
other legitimate pcrfon. 

Thenextyear, II 95,itfeems they tried the CTpc- 
riment of a pretor again (that is to fay, as we may 
conjeftiire the family of Gieremei, and their pany, 
prevailed in thepoblic councils to carry this point). 



Kqk«n* wu n9t> lv4c uoi^bled and amlftcd. The 
ib:^ £d«l^jy-thac oqcajfred, .arole from^an ancieitf 
ttasiky between the Afinellt and ttre Scannabccci. fi 
Ttifft -ty^a factions meeting in the }^gh flreet,'' 
-4^^ S'ji^^irn jind impetuous onfec engage^ in ° 
^tm^f^atidilffiaQy were killed and wounded on both 
i^ifs-f - .This quarrel was compofed, by the inter- 
^fsAt^n of the pretor and the other nobles i but 
•f^QQther Ibon arole from a more private offence,^ 
becjiule Giovanni Tettalafini had killed Quido 
Pfippoli; this enmity between thefe two famiT 
^es continued for forty years before it was 
tpaciOcd' 

, in I2j^2| upon fome public occafion, among a 
great coneourfe of nobility on horfeback» Gicr©- 
jnja. Malavolti falling from his horfe, was killed, 
tQ die gritf of the people and the emperor, and 
jirobably to the equal joy of the nobility. 
:- In the year la 18 there were in the city of Btf- 
Jogtif^ ten thoufand fcholars at the academy fcr 
-the ftud^ of the law, in fuch reputation was that 
univerfity. 

The quarrel between Frederick theemperor, and 
OregOT (he pope, revived in Bologna the party 
idiftinftipnsofGiielphsajidGhibcUincs, drawnfroni 
Geripany in the time of Henry the Fourth. Not 
.o^ly Joip? cities favoured the emperor, and pdiers 
•tlja^fofUfff, but. in the city of Bologna the cfti- 
ji}fS|S;^f rived acibftt .degree of extreme madnefs, 
^^t^ji^atredofeachother^chey ftrovem deprive 
fjS^c^ o(bef„ of their live? and fortunes together. 
^ftn»:|3ec^m* enemies : to their fathers, and brp- 
-^^ifK^A^.brochersa aof^ as If it was not enough ^ 
i^nri^pic'ewp ;Woodi, lika mad; dogs, they prq- 



:iti«» fhe treei, and the corn. Thif diAolieal 
scftilence produced fuch an avrrfioo to each ochcTr 
:hat they ftudied to diftuiguilb themfetves in all 
:h';ngs : in their clothes, ia the colours diey 
ftdrf, in their «ftions, Aeir fpeech, their walk* 
iitrir food, their lalutarions, their driok, chdr 
tianncT of cutting bread, in. folding thdrnapr 
kinsj in the cut of their hair, and mnumefabtc 
Dthcr extravagances equally whlmCca!. A plagoa 
Ci-u!y horribk, a &zme wholly inextin^uifhable, 
whi..'h proved the extinction of fo many noble 
families, and the ruin of fo many iniferLblo 
citifs. 

Thf nrxt yrar.unrlpr the pretorfhip of Uberto 
V-fconti, out ci a violr'nc fedition arofe a cruel 
war. Gottifrcdo, count of Romaffna, ^vourite 
of Frederick, took Manzolino, a cattle of Romag- 
na, and from it drove out the prefed of Bt^ogna, 
who returned home, and excited the pco{>k to a 
violent revolt, becaufe every one lamented tlitt 
[he caille, by the neglcA or mifcondu^ ofdie 
pretor, and of thofe who governed in the city, 
was loIl,asthey pretended j and in fuch [Tanner did 
this conceived indignation incrcafc in the hearts 
of all, that feizing thtir arms, againft the rclblu- 
tion of the republic, ihey collcded logtther in 
the piazz.t, m-tde immediately a captain nfonc 
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.ftclced every" tiling, and haring- bumr itt die 
jwpcra of theprttor, to acQU'remore favour with 
the peO}}lc,'tiirnfdDut all ihe publx lables, rung 
At bdls againft rhc orders of the prrtor and tbf 
guards, and having thus colkftrd all the peopl* 
■rmed in die piazza, he conduced out the ui- 
-tjmphal car of the prctor, and ordered all thing! 
-fe' war. ■ He then arranges 4000 infantry under 
.■Bornio- Gicremei, whofe tool he probably wai, 
800 cavalry under Orfo Cacciancmici and Pren- 
^psrti Prendiparti, four hundred men at armt 
-'tnider Alberto Galliicci and Lodovico Ari<Ai'; 
and in this curious manner a foundation was 
laid fdr a change in the connmonwcaldi, and an 
infticution of the People. They called by this 
name. The People, the new republic placed in the 
hands of the {people, whofe fupcrincendants were 
appointed to be, the piefeft of the people, the 
antianii the confuls of the irercKants, and the^ 
oiafters of colleges. According to Thomas Ac- 
quitias, the anriani were inftituted in the cities sf 
Italy, that they might take the part of the ple- 
beians, as were the tribunes in Rome : but after 
- this Giufeppe, whom they created prefeft of the 
poopJe, no other prefeft is mentioned till 1255* 
"i he Florehtines and the Genoefc having ordained 
. a tvpubltc of the people about the fame tinve. 
. introduced alfo the preteft of the people and the 
• ftntiani ; and thefe popular republics were fof> 
; tained, with their proper councils, to whom the 
■ weft-fis were reftors or prefidents ; and at the 
■ head of the antiani alfo were the pretors and their 
judges } and fix antiani were created from all th« 
four and twenty tribes, and as long as the ufe and 
cfeatiun of thefe antiaoi continued in this fort of 
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va(t«n'(tf :cb1iega. '■ By this change of gOfmf^ 
'Rienrther^ubtic became invt^vcd intmiwfc 
ac oncct iwUh Imola and Modena t and die pM^ 
'ph of Bolognflj Bndmg their affak^ not fuccetfd 
.to their wi/bes, rofe in a tumulr> and kilted Rck 
Jando Formdglini, fuperintcndant of PiutnazH^ 
becaufe his fortrers was taken by die cnemjr, 
alledging their fufpicions that he had betrayed it 
■for money. The animofities of the Guelphs tnB 
Ghibellines mixing with the tyfputes betnen 
the nobles and commons, produced convullioM 
■in every city, efpccially in thofc adhering to Fre- 
derick, that in Modena, Reggio, Parma, Cre- 
fnona, Bergamo, and Pavia, thofe ffho favour- 
.ed the church were finally expdled by the 
power of their adverfaries, and driven into eiulc ; 
and Botogna itill continued to be agitated with 
fcditions, as well as with dlfputeswith their 
bifliop and the pope, by whom they were cxcom- 
.municated. 

; In 1:234. they icttled the controverfy with Uib 
■bifhop, but a greater tumult than had ever been 
Jtnown arofe, on account of Alberto Lambeftacci* 
v\k) being in the piazza, and feeing Gabriel Saa- 
,cio his enemy, killed him. This homicide put 
arnns into the hands of a multitude of dtizens. 
Tiie prctor not having the criminal in his powei*. 



b«fn4Mii'>r the knerpoGtioflrV che frc«opli«l 

mtiitfnrMpted ic for ,th( prtiiMic : but this bntil 
yrm ^ beginnirig of difconk tind fitdwoiu which 

Uftfffi « leog'time. The hawed bct?*^il»enaoft J 
c<Mff^<l)»l9 larntlies had grown ia tnvrurmt> 
hsving contifiued, with few interruptions, for fei^ 
jrearS) vi^t.'framchc death of Guide Peppoli, that 
mucb^-bl^odflied was apprehended; but Joha of 
3^ogflA) a furious 'preachtrr, coming into tb« 
pity, ^c^h^d pea^e, charity, and bencvoknc^ 
to bi& 'immortal honour, with fo much fuccefi> 
iM ^ kind of reconciliation was made betweca 
ttije families of DelRni and Matatafchi ; Torclli 
fuidAndalOi GrifFcni, ArtemiHii. and Caftel de 
firitti 1 Gdllucci and Carboncfi ; X^imbertini and 
5caonabecci i Peppoli and Tettalafinii who had 
Jteen condant .enenues-*<and feveral intermarri- 
pgcs were contmAfd among them. 

In the year 1 244 is found the next mention of 
the antiani of the people, who prefided in die 
inftituted republic of the pec^e^ and tnoderaKd 
io two councils I one called th« tittle couiKil. 
which they, with the cpn&ils of the merchants and 
gnldlntiths, ipalUis.ofthe art^ aodof arms, widi 
fhe gon/Alwicr of the people, aod Ac coUcget 
.jutd tbpir counfellprs, con^fed 1 and the other 
fhey called the gr^nd cguaciU in wbioh du7 aUb 
^re ag^in foMnd, with the other Jarga Butttbcr 
lof counltrllors.t ^nd all tbac was bythcftt oidained 
Fas perpetually to be Dbrcrvfd • Ip that all lawa 
.ivere nuhJej executed, and judged by the majori^ 
■oi this fingle council, or by perfohs deputed bf 
(hemj the fame original and ci^nial fault th(^ 
hid occariqne4 their ipiferics, and cpn|iifued p 
. jficre^e them. 



^t]F noUenifn t6 conduA the wir sgainft th« 
ItndcnHe; ttieie ttcft Alberto Gallucui, Lam- 
bfrfacci, p[«idipaill, Samariani, Scannebcfcci^ 
Kriofti, Gutdo Gieremei, and Cotcellani. Far 
capnin general they eleded the marquis Azzo 
daEfte; but he being infirm, to Ihcw his gra- 
titude to the fenate, he Tent them three thou- 
Fand cavalry, and two thoufand ibot. Gicie- 
Inei had command of half the men at arms, utA 
Lambertacci of the infanrry. It appear? from 
this, that though the government was called popa- 
)ar and the people, that the people was do more 
than an ariftocracy, and rhar the nobles were MC 
ieiiclodcd. The two faniilies of Gicremet and 
Lambertacci were very near the head of the re- 
public, and, as we ftiall focn fee, moft eagerly con- 
tending for thefbi'emoftft'ation. Anobftinatebut* 
tic was fought,' in which great exertions both of 
fkill and bravery were fhewn, and a comfdete 
viftory obtaiiifcd by the Bolognefe, and king 
Hentio taken prifbner. 

In 12^4, in the council general tnd fpedid of 
the commons of Bologna, were conBrmed the 
treaties with the marquis da Efte and the com- 
mons of Fcrrara. The next year the republic 
adorned itfelf with a new magiftrate, R,'cardo 
Villa beir^ maJe prctor ; bur b^caufc the pretor 
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of the ciqr, and be fupo:in;endant.4}f tbcCouiKtb 
of the commons, and chac the .captain Jhaukl 
lidminifter in war abroad ; that witais the ci^ 
the councils of the people fliould govecn, and 
confer in the public bufiae& with the antiani., 

In the year 1157 a tranfa£tion was comp^cd, 
•vrhioh alone ought to be fuiEcient to immortjtlize 
^he republic of Bologna. There is among the 
kvcords of that city a book, intitled <' The 
** Paradife of Pleafure," which conuins the de- 
cree of the 3d of June, 1257, by which all the 
Haves and villains were manumitted, and taxed 
iannuaily in a certain quantity of corn, which, waa 
configned to the care of an officer, already infti- 
Cuced and called the pretor of the fack, who was 
appointed in the fame manner with the pretors of 
' the cables. This law, prepared at firft by legiQa- 
tors, was, by the councils of the people, congre- 
gated by the ringing of bells according to the 
ufage, recited and approved. The record is m 
fubilance — '* In the beginning God -Ahnighty 
" planted a paradife ot pJcafure, inwhidi he 
•* placed man, whom he had created and cloalhed 

■ '** with a white robe of innocence, giving him a 
** perfeft and perpetual iiberty j but the wretch, 
'* unmindful of his oi^n dignity and the divine 
'• munificence, tafted of the apple forbidden him 
•* by the commandment of Heaven, and thereby 

• ** dragged himrdf and all his poftcrity down into 
," this valley of mifery, poifoned the human race, 
'* and moft miferably bound it in the chains of 

■ " diabolicnl ferviiudc: and thus, fromjncorrup- 
'" tibte it was made corruptible, from urnriortal, 

" mortiil, fubjeded to continual viciflituccs and 
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" and female, that it may appear by what ftf- 
" vants and maids liberty is acquired, .and for a 
" price redeemed; to wit, ten pounds fur chola 
" ofmorethaii fourteen years of age, whether mcrt 
** or women, and eight pounds for all under tlia? 
" age, to every maftcr, for every one whom he 
" holds in fervitude. This memorial was vvritteit 
" by me, Conrad Sclariti, a notary deputed to 
** the office of fervants and maids ; and may ic 
" remain to pofterity a monument of this tran- 
" faftion."* Amidft the melancholy gloom of 
fafHons and licentioufnefsj of injufticc and cruel- 
ty, of fraud and violence, fucn a gleam of hu- 
manity, equity, and magnanimity, is refrelbing. 
It {ban be left to your own rcfledions, the firft of 
which will undoubtedly be a wi(h to fee a para- 
dife of pleafure ia each of the United States of 
Amtrica. 

The temporary reconciliation of the noblss i 
had produced profperity and fuccefs to the re- 
public; but as the conltitutionremaiaedthe.fame, 
and war alone had preferved the benevolenf im- . 
prelBons of John the preacher, as foon as war was 
over the feditions of the citizens again difturbcd 
all their quiet and felicity. The Gallucci, L-^m- 
bertacci, Artenefi, Britti, CarboncG, Scanna- 
becci, all noble families and greatly eftecmetl 
in Bologna, could no longer rcftrain their paflions, 
and, as the hiftorian very juftty obfervfis, God 
knows how ihcy could have rcflrained them fb 
long: The LambcrtaCci were the firft ro fet fire 
to the train of jealoufy and indignation, hatred 
and ■ revenge, and to begin the ruin of their 
country. - Provoked by fome words, reported to 
thcrti by their flatterers, and perhaps invented or 
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Gbtrariacci. 

We LamBertHcci, Titrie inclined to anjr accomhit^ 
datlon, by exerting all their influence and in- 
trigues, on purpofe to offend the Gicremei, pro- 
cured that Peter Pagani, a powerful citizen of 
Imola, (hould be made lord of it, to the end that 
he might expel from thence all the friends of tlie 
Gieremei, and demolifh all their houfcs, a conn- 
miffion which he frilly executed. Imola, thus 
revolted from the obedience of Bologna, drove 
out Giacopino Prendiparte of Bologna, or, as 
.'others fay, killed him, who was commifiary and 
governor in the name of the city of Bologna. 
This aftion fo difplcafcd the fenatc, that they 
fuddenly fent out a powerful army with the tri- 
umphal chariot, under the pi;ctor, and obliged the 
ufurper and his men to evacuate the poft. But 
before this cnterprife was finifhcd, another tumult 
happened againft the judges, one of whom, Uguc- 
cione, was affauked and killed, and the parties 
were again upon the point of coming to a bloody 
decifion, and it required the whole court in arnns 
to difperfe the tumult. — Before the end of the 
year another tumult arofe in Imola, where the 
Bricci, principal leaders of that city, favourers 
"of Cujano and Soflatello, had fecretly introduced 
many men, and drove out of the city the Imindoli, 
their enemies or rivals. But the people were fo 
'difpleafed with this violence, that they rofe upon 
the Bricci and their followers, and with the point 
of the fword drove them out of the city, and 
"called in again the Imindoli. The fenate, on the 
news of this fidelity, beftowed the higheft praifcs 
on the people, and to reward them, by removing 
the rauTe of fuch inconveniencies, ordered that 
for the future they Ihould have no pretor at all, 
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tj\ielpris> and' fo was Ramponi. Ttiefc; without 
refpeft of perfons, judging with imparrialiry, had 
& wonderful tffeft in che city^ and with grcai 
tnildnels conipofcd many difcords and long ctimi- 
Hcs, particularly bftwcen die Afinelli and Scanna- 
beccni) am6ng whom a great deal of blood had 
been fpilled, and who had been a long time ene- 
mies i and, in a word, brought the city to a de- 
gree of tranauillity; It was this year thatj hcar^ 
ing of the defeat anddeath of Manfred, the Ghii 
beUines beg4n to tremble, and the Guelphs to tri- 
umph. Florence chofe two pretors from Bolog- 
iia, the fame Malavoki and Andalo, and ercftal 
their cnnncil of chirty-fix Guelphs andOhibcl- 
!ines; diftinguiflitd the city into faclions of greatirr 
and ielTcr arts, and gave every art its gonfalonier; 
and this year Dante the poet was born. 

In 1 267 Charles Calsolaio, finding a yo'ing man 
in Bologna in bed with iiis wife, killed him, [o 
maintain his own'honour, but Was taken intocuf- 
tody, and fentenccd to death by thcprecor, as one 
"ttho, contrary to the laWs^ had, bv his own 3u:ho- 
Tity, done himfi'lf juftice. I'his fcntcnce app,"ared 
to be imjiift to the mher Calzolai, who tendTly 
loved their brother Charles, and they united togc- 
'ther, miituaiiv pledged their faith to each other to 
refcue him, and taking arms, went ro the palace of 
the pretor, and forcibly delivered Charles from his 
prifon. This excited in the city a mighty tumultj 
and fb intimidated the pretor, that he concealed 
himfelf in a place of fafctv. Thecymmotionfub- 
fided by the exertions of the confuls, and che fury 
of che Ca'zolai ev.-iporated fb (ar that the fen:iCc 
Ventured to inq-iirc who were the authors of ihs 
tumult i but the heads of it were by this time 
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fence of the confuls in the palace, with much fa- 
cisfadion to the whole city. But as no'meafureof 
the executive could be taken without ofTeiicc to 
fomepart of fuch a divided erccutive authority, 
tfie confuls, by annulling all the condemnations in 
the late difturbanccs, excited the indignation of 
die pretor Danddloj fo that he rcfigned his office. 
The confuls, who were not forry for it, appointed 
Aurelio Roccadalla Torre, of Milan, in his ftead; 
in this inftancp, as in many others, before and after, 
being obliged to appoint a foreigner for their firfl: 
magiftratc, to avoid the certain feditions and re- 
bellions that would hare been excited by the ad- 
verfe party, if any natural-born citizen, however 
diftinguifhed by merit, had been raifed to this 
eminence, among his jealous peers. 

In 1168 Alberto Cacclanemici, forfomcoffen- 
five words of his nephew Guido, fon of his bro- 
tfier Giuamonte, which were reported to him, 
without eramining the truth of the information, 
in a fit of impatience for vengeance, called his 
two fbns to him, and ordered them to go and put 
their coufin to death. His orders were executed 
with great inhumanity j but, in fuch a ftate of go- 
vernment and parties, the laws arc overborne by 
popular and powerful individuals, and there is no 
jufticc to be had againft them in a regular profe- 
cution: fo thought the people in this cafe, and 
therefore took upon themfelves thepunifhmentof 
fo atrocious a cruelty, by rifing in arms, and dc- 
molifhing their houfes. 

In 1269 another inftance of afimilar but more 
important nature happened. The captain of the 
people governed fcvcrely in his office, and did not 
do juftice to the people, as they faid; and this 
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pirt, and thoug^t that the principal xuthon of 
oiiglit to be punifhed, at \cait in ton>r fmiU de- 
lee, to difcounteiunce fuch irrrguUriiy. But 
lis initatcd the people (o highly, that, perceiving 
Is danL^er, he thought ic prudent lo By ; *nd s 
-w prctor, as well as captain, were appmoied. 
■|.iib [he dilronlemed nobles, although they could 
■j:, froLti their oppofition to each other, obtain die 
rll: olf cfs in the ftate, had it always in ibcir 
uwcr, by fccret machinations with the people, to 
xc:re tumults, and diftrefs.embaiTals, aoddepole 
le fortitiners who held them. There ii an ex-r 
of grnerofity in the genilemen of Bologna, 
1 ilie year 1270, too much to their honour, 
m\M\ all their quarrels, to be omitted. A great 
arcitv prevailed in all the cities of Tufcany and 
.ombaniy, and the people of Bologna wae re- 
uccd to extreme mifcry by famine. Upon this 
ccifion all the noblemen, and other rich men of 
ic rity, had the charity to open their ftorcs, and 
xpoic all their corn and grain lo the peoplcj aad» 
oc r.iti^iicd with litis, ihey united together, col- 
ftcd all the money they had, or by their credit 
□ul'i boiiuw, and offered ii to the fe.nate, that it 
light be Tent to Romagna, and other diftant pro- 
riccE, to p-.icure a fupply of bread for the city. 
b'.'iicvoirntetTort, however, produced a 
^ i5t ; it occafloncd i 
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fcnatc, they exerted all their Ikill to dircover whe- 
ther the crimes allcdged had been commuted or 
not ; but, after all their diligence, -found no evi- 
dence, but idle fufpicions. Neverthclels the f^n^- 
tors and people, taking the hint from thefe tn-. 
dravours to excite dilbrders, judged it would be 
uleful to create a new magillracy of three men, of 
the bell lives and moft wiidom, to conferve the 
quiet of the city, and to adminifter jullice, by re- 
warding the good, and chadiring the infolcnt dif- 
turbers of the peace of others. To tliis end was 
given them ample authority to bear arms, and 
to take with them armed mcni to imprifon delin- 
quents, and accommodate all difputes which (hould 
arife: and thcfe were called the Magidrates of 
Peace. The three chiefs divided their people into 
three military clafles: one was called of Lombar- 
dy, and to diis was committed the red Itandard, 
with the figure of Juftice iiolding a drawn fword 
in her hand; the fccond was called the GrilRn, 
.and to this was configned the white ftandard, 
with a red griffin ; the laft was called detia Bran- 
ca, to which was allotted the white ftandard, with 
a red lion holding a fword. Thefe companies 
were greatly efteemed in the city, and much ho- 
noured by the fenate, who granted them figna) 
privileges, regillering the magiUraces as true and 
noble citizens. While this new magirtracy was 
wholly employed in the confervation of the ho- 
nour and peace of the city, and daily reconciled 
the minds of the citizens, the rancour of prir 
vate animofity broke out again in the murder of 
Philip of Bologna, one of the company of deiU 
Branca, by Soldano de Galluci, who fled, whici^ 
beyond mtafure difplcafed the fenate ; and not 



ubtUbed a capkai procUmukMi agaitift. him, aod 
emolifhcd lo their fbuodadoos sdl the houfes he 
ad both '\a town and country. B^ this exemplary 
unifliment alooc would ibe irnuicd a-.iods of the 
Dmpany, who had arms in their hands, be pacified. 
The next year it appears by the records, that, 
cfidcs the preior and capuin of the people, 
)ur and twenty wife men (fapieixi) were ele&cd, 
X for each tribe, out of all the tribes of the city, 
y the aniiani, to prcfervc the companies of the 
ly. They eleitcd alfo four ciiizens to ovcrfec 
le plentiful fupply of the city -, and five and 
*enty other wile men to fuperintend the for- 
cfles and caltlcs in die country, as well as 
jme tilings relative to the government in the 
ity. All ihefe inventions, dictated by dillrefs, 
nd the feeling as well lis fear of the evils of 
ilcord, were only aggravations of the evil, as 
icy only divided ftiti more ihe executive power, 
'ithout dividing the iegiHative; whereas the 
iredl contrary ouglit to have been the remedy, 




obliged to do to i»cvent colleAiOns of people 
in the ftreets. Afterwards feme of the firft people 
of the city were banifhed, and confined to cer- 
tain places abroad, and, upon pain of death,, 
fentenced to depart the city in three hours. It 
is provoking to read the perpetual cant of thefe 
hiftorians, ftch as, that in this year, (17J, Bo- 
logna having compelled the Venetians to peace, 
and ruling over Imola, Faenza, Forii, and the 
caftles txKomagnz, in peace, and by fear, by 
the valour of its citizens might have become 
great and glorious, if civil difcords had not be- 
gan again to commit their cruel ravages. Thefe 
diffenfions, on the contrary, proved the ruin of 
the city, and were the caufe that, by little and 
little, flic loft her ancient authority and grandeur, 
and from a patron flie became a client, from a 
miftrefs a fubje£t; a miferabte fall, which b^an 
in this manner. There were in Bologna two mod 
noble ^milies, the Gieremei and the Lamber- 
tacci, between whom had long fubfifled, not only 
the party prejudices of Guclphs and Ghibel- 
lines, but a rivalry for power and pre-eminence 
in the (late: but neither party animofitics nor fa- 
mily jealoufies were able to prevent Imelda, a 
daughter of Orlando Lambertacci, a moft beauti- 
ful young lady, from entertaining a partiality for 
Boniface, a ftm of Gieremia de Geremei, a moft 
beautiful young man, who was dcfperatcly in love 
with her. This mutual palTjon iItjs increafingia 
their hearts from day to day, the two lovers at 
laft found an opportunity to meet and converfc 
together. The lady's brothers being engaged in 
fomc amufement at the hoiife of the Caccianemi- 
ci, having information of this interview, went to 



weapons, and perforated in an infttnt his bmft 
and his heart, their mifcrablc filler flying in dei 
Ipair from their fury. Having committed (he mur-- 
dtT, they concealed the body in a fink, which riti 
under fome apartrticnt in the houfe, and fled from 
the city. The murderers departed. Imeida, fuK 
of apprehcnfions and terrible prefages of what /he 
iliouM difcover, ventured to rttum to her cham- 
ber, and feeing upon the fioor A rivulet Of Mood, 
fhe followed its direftion, and opening the place 
where her lover lay, fhe threw her delicate peribn 
on his body, ftitl warm and bleeding, and diuroft- 
«d with tendernefs and grief, applied her lips to 
his wounds, and drew in the poifon with hk bloods 
and while her thoughts were wholly confounded 
with the pangs of her grief for her loft lovw, the 
poifon rpread over her whole frame to her hearty 
and Imeldafelldcjd into the arms of her BtUii- 
fice. A cataftrophe fo tragical could not be rew 
cited on a ftage without affcfting in the m6ft fen- 
fible manner the moft unfeeling audience. The 
difcovcry of it ro the public in Bologna, could noi> 
ane would think, but melt the moft obdurste heart 
if fadion, and Ibften the lavage monfter to huma- 
lity i but the ctFefl: of it was lb contrary to this, 
.hat it wrought up the hatred between the two 
afticins to a mortal contagion, which incroalcd 
ind i 



flrft «ttenfion fliould be given to the caufe of the 
Aigoni ; and, on the comrary, the Giercmci advif- 
ed that they flrauld ftrft endeavour to fubjugate 
Forli. The parties not agreeing in opinion, they 
began to fall into confufion. Finally, the coui'.cil 
of the Gicreitici prevailing, the army wasfcnt out, 
and laid clofe liege to Forli. ' 

The following year, the fenatc having much 
at heart the rcduftion of Forli, rcfolved, in 
order to chsftife fo great a difobcdience, to 
order out< the triumphal chariotj and all their 
army. The pretor enters the fenatc to take 
leave for his departure to the war, and there 
found Antonio Lambertacci labouring to con- 
vince them chat the cnterprife againlt Forli would 
not fucceed. After having urged many argu^ 
ments, he began to trample under foot the honour 
of the Gieremei, who had carried this point againlt 
him. Gieremeo Gieremei, who was prcfent, pro- 
voked at his inlbicnce, gave him the lye, and by 
mutual agreement they went out of the palace 
into the piazza, where they drew their fwords and 
began the combat. A great crowd of the two fac- 
tions (boo gathered about them, and fell to fight- 
ing all together, fo that much blood was flied, and 
the battle grew more hot, and greater numbers 
collcfted ; when Gozzadini and Cavaiiere, with 
many others, intervened, parted the combatants, 
and the Lambertacci returned to their houfes. 
The pretor, who went with the people to the 
tumult, wilhing to put fome reftraint of fear 
upon both parties, ordered four of the houfeg 
of each party to be demoiifhed : bi:c this fe- 
vcrity had little or no effeft; for having grown 
more cruel than ever againft each othc!, they 
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:a, of the GriiEn, and ofLombardy, undtrftand- 
ng that die Guclphs of Modena and tbe Ghi- 
}cllines of Forii intended to come in to the aid 
>f the two parties, took their arms, and> cog&> 
her with the people, polled ihemfelves to guard 
lie paOages of the ciiyj and leceiving intellt- 
;eiice that the Guelphs of Modena were on thdr 
narch, went out to meet them, and put than 
o fiight and confufion at the point of ibe 
word. The count dc Panigo, who had armed 
liinfelf in favour of the Lambcrtacci, hearing of 
his defeat of his friends, made his efc^x from 
he city i but his people were put to the fword 
>y the company della Branca, who a&rrwards 
afcd to the ground all the houi'es, not onlf of 
he count, but of his followers. The Ghibcl- 
ines from Forli, friends of the Lamberracci, 
leartng of the flaughcer of the Modeorie and die 
DJIowers of the count, made by the foldJers ddla' 
iranco, fuddenly retreated. Thele civil wanio' 
lologna were Icarcely divulged abroad, vAca oU 
Lomagna, taking advantage of the occaQon,rebel- 
:d ; and for this reafon the fenaie, together wirii 
he pretorand the companies, polled themfelvcsat 
11 the ways, to make peace beavccn thcfc two Sc- 
ions ; ill which emerpnle they fortunately at 
;ngth fucccctlcd, and, aticr much reafoning and 
lerluafion, they obtained hortaees from both 



Ghirardacci. 

bertacci, foi^tring his plighted faith, and dif- 
regarding the &te of the hoftagcs delivered, flew 
out again in arms to prevent the triumphal cha- 
riot from going out, and again commenced a 
plentiful eSulion of blood. This fcdition was the 
moft terrible of any that had ever yet happened : 
it lafted forty days without tntermifTion : fo that 
Bologna became a haunt of murderers, and the 
fireets ran down with human blood ; the proper- 
ty of all men was fubjeded to depredation, the 
edifices were ruined, and the grandeur and glory 
of the city trodden under loot. 

The Lambcrtacci were at laft however ovcr- 
OMDe, fled from the city with all theiraccomplices, 
and went to Faenza, leaving their houfes and 
palaces a prey to the people, which, in one word, 
were all levelled with the ground; and becaufe the 
pretor and captain of the people had always held 
a good underltanding with the Lambcrtacci, they 
were now depofed from the magiftracy, although 
it is univerially agreed that his judgement and 
decrees were unexceptionable impartial and up- 
right. Fifteen thoufand citizens were banifhed 
with them, whofc names are diftinftly written in 
a book among the records in the chamber of 
Bolt^na. Thefe perfons, fcattercd in various 
I^aces, planted new families, as the Guerrini in 
Forli, the Bazzani and Sacchi in Parma, the 
Malpigli in Lucca, the Carrari in Ravenna, the 
Buoninfegna in Terni, the Maffei in Rome, the 
B^arotti in Placentia and Padua j from which 
families have arifen men famous both In arms and 
letters. The Lambcrtacci fought an afylum in 
Faenza and in Forli, and fortified themfelvrs in 
both thofc cities ; but the Gieremei, not content 
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received ; -wherefore, that they tray not be talseri 
by furpiize, thoy frnt to their friends in every 
place, partictiLirly to the count di Montefeltroj 
the counts of Modiana, and to others of their 
faflion, for fuccour,. The banifhed citizens of 
Raver.na bdng united with tliofc of Foi4i, Arimi- 
num, ;tnd other places, went to Forh, and from 
thence to Faenza, and there foniBcd themlelvesi 
and a liccle afterwards drove out the Mznfredi> 
and palTirg afterwards to Caflcl San Piero, and 
from thc-nce to Salarolo, where the Msnfredi had 
reforted, and having taken the caftlc, many of 
their enemies were put to death, and many made 
prifoncrs and fent to Forli, among whom was 
Alberico Manfredi. At Bologna many of the fac- 
tion of Lambertacci were imprifbned ; and, as t 
report was fpread that a powerful fuccour was ar- 
rived ro the Gieremci, the Lambertacci, with rfidr 
wives and children, fled to the mountains, and 
frcm thence to Faenzj, where, with the afliftanoS 
of their friend*!] they began to colleft forces. The 
Ciiercmei,^receiving information thatthc Lamber- 
tacci ;seri? preparing to return toBologna.confDiicd 
in council i^pon the proitcl of going out firft in 
k^r^:h oi" ihijm. Tfie rcfoliition v.-as token with 
f3;re.i; precij'itaiion, an J they marched out with the 
[iiumpn.-ii ciuriot with great fpirit to Romagna. 



Ghirardacd. 

army. It i& unnecelTary to enumerate all the pUces 
aj)d parties from whence each fidedrewtheiratdsi 
but the triumphal chariot again went forth, and 
WJIS met again by the Lambeiiacci and their al- 
lies, when another terrible engagement enfued, 
and the Lambertacci again remained vidlorious. 
T.wo thoufand men were ftjin, among whom a 
great number of the principal nobles. The I^m- 
bcrtacci purfucd their vidlory into the territory of 
Bologna, where they put every thing to fire and 
iwprd, deilroying vines, trees, corn, and houlirs, 
and.took a great number of caftlea, and ic is fup- 
pofed might have made themfelves mafters of the 
city, fuch was the panick in it, without ftriking 
another blow: but thinking they had done enough 
for the prefent, tliey returned to Faenza. The 
Bolognefe finding their aO^airs unfortunate, both 
at home and abroad, deliberated on lending to 
king Charles for aSKtance, and two ambafladors 
accordingly went, pjlFaggieri and Prcndiparti. 
TVlany citizens difplayed their public fpirit in 
defence of the city and fenate, and fubfcribcd 
lafgc fums to defend their liberty : PalTaggicri, for 
exaftiplCi was fo attached to the Gieremci, that he 
gay^ fix thoufand pounds fur the common good, 
Th<; icnate by proclamation ordered, that every 
citizen poOclIcd of a horfe Ihould have him re-> 
ct^ded in a book, that ihey might know what 
oiTjftance the miliiia might have in cafe of extre- 
mity, and the name of every man who then 
.owned a horfe is very carefully preferved as a 
faoii'y diftirclion. 

The Lambsnacci, after their vitftory over the ; 
Gleremei, did not fail to make incurQons into the 
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or city, that was not infeftcd, or tfareacened with 
their arms. The Bolognefcj apprehcnfive cbit 
the evil might extend itielf too nr, and that the 
people, wearied with To many calamities, might 
revolt, and having before their eyes 'what Rt> 
dojph the emperor had done, they began to medi- 
tates a furrender of the city to the pope : ambafia> 
dors were appointed, who were humanely received, 
and their petition attended to, at Vitcrbo. The 
pope was vaftly pteafcd wfth the fubmi{fion of 
Bologna, and the acknowledged the church and 
the pontiff" for her patron. The inftrument is 
dattrd 29th July, 1278, by which the imbalTadors, 
in the name of God, and of thepodefta, captaio, 
council, and commons, recognized the dominion, 
didion, law, jurifdiiEtion, power, and principality 
of [he city, territory, and diftrift, in St. Peter, the 
keeper of the key of the kingdom of heaven, and 
in Nicolas (he Third and his fucccflbrs, Ronua 
pontiffs, refpfving the laws and rights of the city, 
territory, and diftrift. Although the Gieremei 
difcovered an obflinate avcrfion to any kind of 
peace or reconciliation with the Lambertacci, 
:he pope conceived a great dcfire of uniting Ro- 
n^igiia and Bologna in his intereft, and, after long 
icgotiatJDns to tha: purpofe, he fucceedcd to pcr- 
tiaJe both paities to liften to his propofals, and 
ubmit to his decifion. The conftitution of the 
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the party of the Lamberracci and Gieremei were 
all recorded by name, and, afrer long orations 
"made by the cardinals, the inftrumenu were figncd, 
and the oaths of perpetual peace and friendfhip 
taken by them all. The proceedings, as they re- 
ttiain on record, arc very voluminous, and it is 
hot pofiibTe a peace Ihould be made wirh more 
folemnity or lefs relcrvej but of whit avail arc 
pious exhortations, charitable refolutions, or fo- 
lemn ost'hs, againft invnerate paflions in unba- 
lanced governments ? 

In'1280 the Lamberracci, wlio could not live 
undtrr the operatiop of the (ccret venom of their 
perfonal hatreds, wliich daily corroded in their 
hearts, making iii:le account of the peace made> 
or 'the penahici impofed, burning with dcfirc 
to imbrue their hands In the blood of the Gie- 
remei, having t.ikcn theii' iii m'-, fi^-w to the pi- 
azza, and finding there a great number of their 
enemies, fel! upon them witli a fudden fury,, and, 
after a long combat, pufhed the Gieremei out of 
(he piazza, and rrr/.!e thcmfjlves maftcrs of it, and 
would have eafily p()!T:-(r..'d the palace, if the cap- 
tain, with two tlKiufand men, had not rufhed into 
the midft of the ritr.ger, nnd with the Cacciane- 
mici, Lambcrtini, Ariofti, Prendiparti, and other 
friends oppofed them, and, at the points of their 
fwords, driven them back. a::d piirfued them out 
of the city. The battle on b(;tii lides was bloody, 
and many princip?.l men were killed in it, after 
performing prodigies of valour. The Lamber- 
tacci, thus again dri'.en from the city, with their 
arms retired to the mountains with great lofs, 
and the Gieremei proccudf-d to ihe old work of 
ruihiiig their hcufcs within and without the citvj 



Berthold, the count of Romagna, the pope's ne« 

phew, immediately fummon^ all parties B> ap- 
pear before him, and gave an account who were 
the aggrcffors in the late revolution, and prevailed 
upon the Giercmei and Lambertacci to give hof- 
tages to perform the award for fettling their di(l. 
ferences ; but before the affair could be finifhed 
the pope died, and Berthold reftored the hofbges 
to the Guelphs, but the Lambertacci tk>C am- 
dufting to his fatisfaftion, he carried thdn to 
Rome. 

Bologna now remaining in the hands of the 
Gieremci, four officers were immediately created, 
whofe duty it was to prcfcrve the peace of the 
city, and to them was given the higheft poflible 
authority ; and they began their operations widi 
fo much prudence and firmncfs, that their prtK 
cecdings gave great fatisfa6l:ion to the citizens, 
and whatever they ordered or defired, the 
people complied with afFedion and confidence, ex- 
cepting (bmc of the followers of the Lambertacci, 
who not being able to bear the fight of the city at 
peace, while their party were driven out of it, be- 
gan, by flow degrees and fccret practices, to confult 
Df meafures to make ihemfelvcs mafters of the 
;ity, and rcftorc rlieir banifhed party. Fot many 
days they difcourfcd together in fecret upon this 

Jiefl. nnd hoping that fortune might for once 
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general, with arms in chelr hand$> and coming to 
3 fierce engagement witli their enemies, after a 
plentiful cffufion of blooJ, drove them out of the 
city to the mountains, to go from iheiice to Fa- 
enza and inhabit with their friends. The city of 
Bologna now purified of all tumults, the fenat^ 
attended to the fortification of all the fortrcHes and 
caftles in the country, placed ftrong garrilbns, and 
fiirnifhed plenty of provifions, and all things ne- 
ceflaryj and the commanders placed in them, we 
may well fuppofe, were ail good Guelphs and 
Gieremeites. The Lambertacci having taken re- 
fuge in Faenza, and partly in Forli, thole who 
Were in Faenza following the adivity, ardour^ 
and boldnels of their genius, began to live with 
fo much liberty, that it appealed as if Faenza was 
their own : this conduift was obfcrvcd, and excited 
not only much cenliire, but the grcateft malevo- 
lence in the citizens, and among others, in Tibal- 
dello Zambrafio, one of the molt noble in Faenza, 
This nobleman, feeing himfclf expofed to the ri- 
dicule of the town, on account 6f a pig which 
the Lambertacci had made fo free as to take from 
him, and becaufe they had threatened his life for 
demanding the rcfloration of it, grew into fuch a 
rage, that he fwore he would lofc his life, or have 
iatisfadtion. After talking much of various pro- 
jedts, he at lalt determined upon one which he 
had never talked of at all. He pretended to be 
fometimes fcized with, a melancholy humour; 
went ftrangely out of his houfe fometimes, flying 
the company of his friends and relations; appear- 
ing in the ftreets uncommonly thoughtful, fome- 
times talking to himfelf of a variety of things, 
and muttering imperfect fentcnces. Having iicld 
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cUy -gates, which were foijictimes cardefsly left, 
Kc raifed a very great multitude, and a mighty ru- 
unour, fg ^s again to alarm the Lambertacci, and 
drive them to their arms : but finding it another 
freak of Tibaldello, they threatened him ftverely if 
he fliould make any more fuch didurbance, and re> 
turned. By thefe whimfical movements, frequently 
repeated, he fo effeftualiy quieted the fufpicions 
of the Lambertacci and Ghibeihnes, that upon 
any fuch uproar they laughed with the reft, and 
made thenifelves merry with the crazy whimfics of 
Tibaldello. With fo much art and pcrfcverancc 
was the folly fimulated, that all fufpicions were 
quieted, not only in the Ghibellines, but in the 
whole city j and the belief of his irrecoverable 
folly was univcrfal. Having purfued his plan 
thus far with fuccefs, he opened himfelf in perfeft 
confidence with a very faithful friend, made him 
acquainted with his defign, and defired him to pre- 
pare with fecrecy two habits of monks, in a fack, 
and meet him the next day in a fcwcft in the 
neighbourhood of Faenza. This was done, and 
at the hour prefcribed they met, Tibaldello hav- 
ing gone out of town with all the appearance of 
a madman, difguifed like a falconer, with two 
dogs attending him, and an hawk in his hand, to 
the high divcrfion of every one who met him. 
Arrived at a lonily place in the foreft, he fet his 
dogs and his hawk at liberty, and with his faith- 
ful companion, putting on the habits of friars, 
that they might not be known by any whom they 
might meet on the road, and travelling all night, 
at the opening of the gates in the morning they 
arrived at Bologna, and took lodgings at the 
houC: of Alberto Battagliucci. To Guido Ram- 



BohgHa. 

duftion ttJthe council of fccrccy. Herebcopeo* 
ed his whole dcHgn, and the delirc he had to 
chaftife the 'Lamt>ertacci -, and fhewed tbein of 
how much importance it was to d>em to embrace 
the prefcnt opportunity to remove from their fighc 
and their apprehenfions thole enemies of tbeifcit^ 
and people, who were conftandy employed iq 
fchcmes of mifchief againfl both. The coudid 
of Zambrafl was received with pleafure by the 
whole body, and the buSnefs was referred to the 
four fupcrintendanu of peace, under oath to keep 
this a fccret. To this Tibaldcllo methodically 
communicated his plan, and demanded only for 
himfclf, and all the family of Zambrafi, and Ghi- 
rardonc his faithful friend, and his family, to be 
made citizens of Bologna ; and to fend hoftages 
for fecurity for what was to be done. The offers 
of Tibaldello were very fatisfaftory to the pretor^ 
and Guidotto Prendiparte pledged himfelf tor ibe 
family of Zambrafi. The four fuperintendaoa 
nude him relate the method and means by which 
:very thing was to be conduflo!; and the ftrata- 
;cin appearing to be praflicable, they took an 
wdi ayain to keep tiie whole a frcret. The 
A'holc bufinefs concluded on, they took leave of 
2aiiibrd(i, who wcjk to conduft the hoftages, and 
ccting ouc chi; faiiic evening, reached Faenza at 
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dons, to whom, in an cloqlient arid prudent harangue, 
Tibaldello related all his a£ttons and dcflgns. All 
with one voice and oncheart ofFered todevoie thcm- 
felvcs to take vengeance on the Lambcrtacci. Ti- 
baldello, to whom an hour appeared a thoufand 
yearSj till he could fee an end to hi.s enterpnlc, the 
next day fent fecretly his three brothers, viz. Zam- 
brafo, Guido, and Fiorina, to Bologna, condufted 
by Ghlrardone, informing the four fiiperintendants 
of what they had to do, and of the hour when 
their foldiers ought to appear at Faenza, The 
hoftages received, the council affcmbled digefted 
every particular, and fecretly gave orders that all 
the pafles fliould be fccured, that no one might 
be able to fend intelligence of any thing that hap- 
pened. On the 23d of Auguft, 1281, the army 
of Bologna was formed, and in order marched 
out of the city, with all the Guelph party ; and, 
by a forced march the whole night, they were 
early in the morning at the gate appointed: find- 
ing it open, they freely entered the city, and were 
condutfted to the place intended foraftion. The 
Zambrafi had embarraflVd and ftoppcd up the 
ftreets where they thought proper j and Tibal- 
dello, as ufual, feigning to excite a rumour with 
his keys at the gates of the houfes of the Lam^ 
bertacci, in truth many of them were fiiut up 
by the mob, fo that they could not go out. The 
whole apparatus being ready, he fet up a cry of. 
Live the church f and Jway with all the traitors ! 
and while he was terrifying the city with this hor- 
rid outcry, the Bologncfe, with the utmoft fecu- 
rity, made themfelves mafters of the piazza of 
the city. The Ghibellincs, followers of the Lam- 
bcrtacci, hearing the noifc of voices, and the 
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:ify themfelTes ; bbt finding the Gudphs already 
in poflTeffion, began the conflift, Tbe parricub/i 
sf this engagement, the danger (^one and in- 
trepidity of another individual, are not now ma- 
Ecriat. The aiflion was (harp and blpojjy; aod 
after mighty feats of valour on both fides, vtd 
many killed and wounded, the LianiberCacci were 
ilefeated, and fuch as could, obliged to fly into tkc 
country; alt who could not were put lo -die 
fword. Nine of the principals fled to a church or 
monaftery for fanftuary, but were there milcMbJy 
put to death. BeOdes five hundred prjfoncrsj a 
multitude of others wretchedly pcriflhed in tbe 
Rnlis and ditches. The Bobgncfc hawng obtained 
the viiftory, and by means of it the complete do- 
minion of Faenza, pardoned tbe Faencines, but 
:onfircated all the property of the Lambcrtacci 
ind their adherents, both within and without the 
:ity. Finally, they appointed a new pretor, and 
1 Jlifficlcnt gviard, and triumphantly condutftcd 
ribaldcllo Zambrafi, his father, and with them 
Zambrafo, Guide, and Fiorino, who were hof- 
[agcs, nnci their r;'^;<T, and other relations, who 
ft'treall n":K'iC by C\ ■ ;:;iaie not onlv citizens, but 
nobles of linlo;;:!;!. The (amc honours and ira- 
miiniti;.-s were cuiifcrreil on Ghiraidonc and his 
relation.';, to all of whom thu Trnate gave lioufcs 
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The nobles of the party of Lambertacci, who 
were ftiil remaining in Forli, fcni ambaHadors to 
the pope to obtain ptrace, but they could accom- 
ph(h nothing: the pope not only icfufed to re- 
ceive them, but ordered them to return. The 
Gieremei ftnt ambafTidors, and they were ad- 
cnitied to an audience, and received with dignity; 
and by their perfoafions the pope fcnt Giovanni 
Appia, a French gentleman, a couiiftrllor of king 
Charles, with eight hundied cavalry, to recover 
Forli. The pope made hin:i count of Romagna, 
and he went with the ambalTadors to Bologna, 
where he was received with great honour ; where 
he remained, however, but a fliort time ; for hav- 
ing in 1282 difpatched what belonged to his of- 
fice, he tooic with him two of the tribes of the 
city, and marched into the territory of Ravenna. 
From thence he wrote to the republic of Forli, 
commanding chem to fend out of their city the 
count Guidone da Fcltrio, and all the foreigners; 
but he was not obeyed, btcaufe neither thecountj 
nor the Lambertacci, to wliom he wrote at the 
fame time, were willing to go. Their rcfufal gave 
occafion to another long war, and to all the fire 
and fword, ftratagem and nialTucres, as well as 
carnage in battle, that ufually attended all their 
wars. But though thefe evils alio originated in 
the fame fource, the imperfed conftitution of Bo- 
logna, they may be palled over. 

It feems there were (till fome pcrfons left in Bo- 
logna of the name of Lambertacci, one of whom, 
in 1 285, came to blows with one of the Scanna- 
becchi, under the piazza, which occahoned an- 
other rifing of the people in arms. They were 
both Dutto fiieht. but overtaken in die country. 



nilics banilhed to a cercain diftance m the ch)r> 
jid confined to places aOigncd them. The wife 
nen (fapienri) afterwards made a provifion, (hat 
;ll thofe of the party of the JLambcrtacci, who 
lad taken an oath of fidelity to the church and 
he party of the Gieremci, according to a general 
egulation made in the council of the commons 
nd people of Bologna, (bojid be cancelled from 
he books of the exiles, excepting thofewho, fince 
aking the oath, had gone to live in Faenza, Forlj, 
nd other places, and united themfclves with the 
nemies of the ncople of Bologna, with this ex- 
eption, that none who had been of the party of 
he Larribcrtacci, at the lime of the firft commo- 
ion, ftiould be of the council, or hold any office. 
This rcgularion gave great latisfaftion to the city, 
nd a genera! tranquillity. But the government 
ad not ftrength to prcfervethe peace. In 1286 
private quarrel, arifing, however, probably from 
le general ftatc of parties, happened, in which 
iuarladj, of the company della Branca, was killed, 
'he government was neither able to punilh the 
lurdertT, nor to prevent the people from taking 
: upon themfclves in their own way. They took 
nns for revenge, and ruined all the ho'ifcs, 
iwcrs, trees, ^nd oilier property of the perfons 
uilty or k]f|>e6tcd, botli in the city and out of 
■^ of all their relations. But the 
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tic&ed by the antiani and confuls, having tM" 
turcly deliberated and debated, ordained that the 
new council of two thoufand fhould be elected hf 
ballot in that council i that is to fay, [hat an 
hundred eleftors for each tribe (hould be appoint- 
ed, each of whom (hould have the eleftion of 
five members of the new council ; that each one 
Ihould be not lefs than eighteen, nor more than 
feventy years of age, and ftiould be truly of 
the party of the church and of the Gicremei of 
the city of Bologna, and fo held and reputed in 
the time of the firft commotion which happened 
in the city; that he Ihould not be a fervant,* a 
puppei-ftiewman, a porter, nor a foreigner, &c. 
nor a conftant inhabitant of the country of Bo- 
logna, and (hall have been a conftant refident in 
the city for twenty years; ftiall be rated to tho 

fiublic taxes, and have paid his (hare of the pub- 
ic collections; ihall be known in the Ii(l3 of the 
public factions, but Ihall not be a clergyman, 
or ecclefiaftical perfon, nor of any other city, 
caftle, or land, which has favoured the GhibeU 
lines, or the party of the Lambertacci. If there 
were any one at prefcnt in the council, if any of 
the cafes enumerated in this order, he may not bo 
rhofen by any eleflor whatlbever; and if he fhall 
have a brief of an elector, he may not eledt him- 
fclf in any manner. That no one fhould b* 
elefted contrary to the preceding form, under pe- 
nalty of bafiifhment, and a fine of twenty pounds, 
for every one that Ihould violate it, and for every 
offence ; and none who fhould be elefted contrary 
to this order fhould take the oath of a coun- 
fellor, nor proceed to choofe another, under the 



Tamp pen*ky. TiiAt every ticdion made agaioft 
ic fhould be null, and that any one might in&rm 
fecrctly or openl]^ of a breach of this Iiw, aod 
obtain the penalty. That the antiar-i, conful^ and 
doaors of laws and their notaries, fliould ^ of 
thi^ council ex ofHcic, in addition to the nuonber 
i>f two ihoufaDd; but none \%'a3 to be a meinber 
who was not a native of the city^ The feoatc 
then caufcd to be diflindly recorded, inthrce books, 
the nameaof the banilliedLambcrtacci, and re-, 
pait-ed the triumphal chariot* and its llandard, and 
pointed it with the portraits ofiiz faints, and laid 
uiu upon it DO Icfs than thirty pounds and tea 
pence. Many Other regulations and precautions 
were taken by the triumpharit faiflion of the Gle- 
remei, to fortify thcmTeJves in the govcaimeiit, 
and exclude, in the moft decided manner, every. 
man who had any tindure or connc^Uoa of ihc 
oppofice party i but ftill dutre were not waauog 
many fcditious pcrlbns inftdiouOy ineditatitw to 
undermine their tranquillity, and to favour uoTe 
ft'iio were held to be rebels agaioftthcm: ib that 
:lic Icnate were frequently] alarmed, and full of 
ipprehenfionsof the toul ruin of the city. They 
aw that aln'^oll the whi^k country was one con- 
inued tavern of the banillicd (binditti), and to 
jut foiyie relUaint upon their tcmericy, purge the 
"nd counlry both of fuch a daiigerous^ ' 
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In the beginning of the year 1289 all their 
prudence appeared to be inef&ctual j for in their 
own {a&ion, and in the new government, were 

inftance of thefe extravagant charafters, iiTegular events, 
aad atrocious actions, which always abound in fiich go- 
vernments, render the protefiion ot the laws precarious, and 
life and liberty infeeiire. Ambafiadors had been fent by the 
republic to Forli, qnd to the count of Romagna ; and other 
ambaJTadorE were fcnt to the marquis of Elic, to congratu- 
late him upon his interpofition to promcitc an accommodation 
between the ciiic! of Reggio, who wen; truly of the party 
of the church ; and that by his councils and medration he 
would prevail upon Beitino GaliUi,-ci, eleftcd captain of 
Keggb, to hearken to icafon, aiid rtftore fome merchandife* 
taken at Ruliiera from Uolognefe merchants. l^mherfO 
Baccilieri, a Bologncfe, had contrafled fricndftiipa wifh 
many perfons in the court of Obizzo, marquis of Efte, and 
frequented familiarly all the courtiers of that prince; fo ih.(t 
he was held to be one of thai eourt. i inding Obizzo at ta- 
ble one day at dinner, L^mberto, wuhout being oblerved by 
anyone, approached very rear the pertbii of the prince, drew 
his dagger, and tvith a rapid and maH<:ious force of his 
arm gave him ait iinexpe^ed ftroke acrofa tiie vifjge. Azzo, 
the prince's fon, aiid all Che uther courtiers and citizens pre- 
fent, laid their handj upon thtir arms, and ruOied upon the 
malefa^or to put him to dc:nb ; but Obizzo, though his face 
was covered with blood, iud the prefence of mind to com- 
mand them to defiii, bui orilered liim to be put the torture, 
to make him confefs from wh^t luoiive, and at whofe infli- 
gation, he had made fuch a dcfperaic attempt. After a long 
and cruel examinntion on the rack, he declared that he had 
not done it by the orders, or at the defire, or by the advice 
of any one, nor excited by any hope, nor in confequence of 
any previous onvurfation or tiinuglus, but that he had been 
urged on by 3 I'uddeii fiirv. This confeflion not being cre- 
dited, he was examined again repeatedly ; but, with the fame 
conftancv and fortitude, periiivtred in the fame confeffion, 
nor could all his torment cuort from him any other anlV.er. 
finallv, bound to the tails of four afles, he was dr:ig;;-d 
through all the city of Fcn-ara, and nftenvards hanged. This 
aftion is an Example of (hst cor.tcmpt of lite, that mvetcrac)' 



two parties Hill, the nobles md fde&cian^ and 
a. tumuk aioie between them. The fenate^ ibc 
pretor of the preceding year, aod the people^ be^ 
came involved in the dirputc,till the pretor thought 
his life in danger, and fccretif «cnc awxy from 
the city with many of his friends. The want and 
the necelTicy of re^wefentatives of the people wis 
firlt at this time j and whether it was to obiaia io. 
formation, or to throw off a burthen of care and 
labour, or to gratify fome afpiring individuals, or 
to pleafe the people, or to extend their influence, 
or whether all theic motives concurred, the antiani, 
alTcmbled in the chamber of the pretor, confidered 
among themlelves what ought chiefly to be done 
relative to the war, at this time to be carried on in 
conjunction with their confederates j and they or- 
dained,thattwo wife men,ofexemplary lives, lb ould 
be elected from each tribe, who Iboukl examimv 
and in concert with them, the antiani, inquire in 
what (late were the (lipendiaries of the commons 
of Bologna, and fee whether the Ibldiers had their 
borfes according to law, and whether proviGon 
kvas made of money to pay falarics, wages, &c. 
But who was to elcifl thele wife men? Not the 
People i not the tribes themfelves: this would 
lavc made two centers, and all authority miift be 
n one. The antiani themfelves therefore elccl- 
:■.] ihcm ; and m the afternoon the antiani ar.J 
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But there is not rime nor room to purlue this 
relation. It miift be fufficicnc to add, that the 
affairs went on in this curious mann^ to theflnal 
cataltrophe of all fuch governments, an eftablilfa- 
ment of abfblute power in a flnglc man. There 
were in Italy, in the middle age, an hundred or 
two of cities, all independent republics, and all 
contlituttrd nearly in the fame manner. The hif- 
tory of one is, under different names and various 
circumftances, the hiftory of all: and all had the 
fame deftiny, excppiing two or three chac are ftiil 
decided ariftocracies, an exit in monarchy. There 
are extant a multitude of particular hiftorics of 
thcfe cities, full of excellent warning for the peo- 
ple of America.* Let me recommend it to you, 
my young friend, who have time enough before 
you, to make yourfclf matter of the Italian lan- 
guage, and avail your country of all the inftruc- 
tion contained in them, as well as of ail the art, 
fcience, and literature, which we owe to Greece, 
Italy, and Palcftine, countries which have been, 
and are our makers in ail things. 

* By all of (hem is verilied the obfervation of a liberal 
writer, quoted before; " TlwJe r^; publics were allexpofcdto 
" almolt daily revolutions, ahd feldom did tlic lyttem of 
" adtniniftration continue a whokyearthc fame." Danina, 
Sevoliitiont of Liicntture, c. v. (eH. lo. 
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LETTER V. 



SEUCHATEL. 



rHE Tovcreign, or rather the firft ma^ftratc 
of [his irunarchicsl republic, is ihc king of 
ru.lia. The principality i:i cotrpofed of two 
jnriiL'?, Neuchatcl and Vaicngin, which were 
r..ted in ore fingle ibverrh^iity by the dukes of 
.onfc;ut;viiie, whuic family becatnc extinct in 1707; 
'.iT CL'.TiCiy fuljmitreii rothe kingof Pruflia, who, 
lyri^'-ioi icsjfio.n, re-diinaiKlcd Ntuchaiclasa 
nczi.: ';L;f of rhe honfc of Chalons, inherited by 
' rprinrcjof Oritige, who laid ciaitr. to all its 

Th? authority of ihe king is limited by the 
jrcat privileges of the country. The fovereigniy 
c:Cilc,l cunjuintly, i. By the king's governorr 

tt ho p!'.-liji.s in :hc rLiilmbly of th^: H.iics. 2. By 
jLiJ)' '.': ;'ic 1*1:^' tj:'.:i: ,s compofl-d of twe'vc 
I'.i, v.|:,5 y.d.iii-;:.;!:;- i :::,i:e :.-; ths l^iil rcfort, 
nrj fr^'ir co'..nfJl,'..:-.-, lT liirc for the nobility. 

To'-T c.'l'c:;:.^ of i:,..l:cs:ii;c fjr ihc f.-cond rank, 
n f:'...Ti rl^-r l.ju:' i.hac:l!.ir,i'.'i a.7.A the filicen 



Ghirardacchu 

protcftor, and the declared arbiter between it and 
Its prince, fince 1406, The city ofNeuchatet has 
alfo a ftrifl: alliance of fellow- citizen fhip with 
Berne. The whole country fubjcft to it contains 
twelve leagues in length, and fix in breadth, and 
js extremely well peopled : for it contains three 
chies, one bourg, ninety large villages, and three 
thouland houfes, fcattered at a diftance from each 
other. It is confolidated out of two counties, 
Neuchatel and Valengin ; two baronies, Gorgicr 
and Vaumarcus, which belong to a nobleman of 
Berne ; four lordfliips, Travers, Noiraque, Rofi- 
eres, and Colembier j one priory, Vautravers ; five 
abbeys. At this day this princely republic is di- 
vided into four chatellanies, and fifteen mayorics. 
The firfl: count of Neuchatel that is known is 
Ulric, who lived towards the end of the twelfth 
century. He had a fon named Bertold, who, in 
1214, made a convention with the inhabitants, i; 
concerning the rights, liberties, and franchifcs of 
the citizens and people of the country. 

In 1406 theinhabitantsof Neuchatel obtained i> 
a confirmation of their liberties of John of Cha- 
lons, lord of the county. In 1519 they obtained 
another confirmation of their rights and liberties, 
and an acknowledgement, that their princes have 
no power over them but with their own confent. 
They have even changed their religion; and, in 
IJ30, aboiiihcd the mafs, and all the rites and ij 
ceremonies of the Roman Catholic church, with- 
out the conlent of their prince. Yet they fuflered 
the houfc of Orleans Longueville to continue to 
eiyoy their rights and revenues. The laft male 
of this line died in 1694, The prince ofConti i( 
wanted ro fiirccpH bv a teilamirit ■ hiitrhc three 



1707. belonged to him. In 
Mary of Orleans, who 
principality by the th 
kingof Pruflia demand 
chatel of the three eft 
becaufc he was of their 
relations of the deceafec 
His fon, by the ninth 
Utrechtjobtainedan ack 
is XIV. of him as foven 
Valengin. Although t 
of their liberties, thcj" at 
their prince, h is to tl 
that it belongs to maki 
nances, and they rcprel 
i;wrcifc the fuprenic at 
vcrnorprcfides in ir, bu 
tion with the counfeiloi 
which gave the invcftitii: 
whom every pretender 
Without dcfrcndingtoa 
princely republic, let rr 
tionnairc de la Martinie 
at the end of the fixth vt 



(lart a right to enter iata the fervice of any fo- 
ifeigo ftate, even though at war with Pruffia. The 
^ree eftates of NeuchateV and Valcngin ftiaU be 
affembled e\'cryyear. The magiftrates and officers 
pf juftice hold their employments during good 
behaviour ; nor is the king the judge of all be- 
haviour. The king at his accefTion takes aq 
path to maintain alt the rights, liberties, fran- 
chifes, and cuftoms, written or unwritten. The 
king is confidered as refident only at Neuchate), 
and therefore, when abfent, can only addrefs the 
citizens' through his governor and the council of 
ftate. No citizen can be tried out of the country, 
or otherwife than by thejudges. The prince con- 
fers nobility, and nominates to the principal of> 
fices of ftate, civil and military; the chatelains 
and mayors, who prcfide in the feveral courts of 
juftice, are aifo of his nomination. The prince 
in his abience is reprefcnted by a governor of 
his own appointing. He convokes the three 
eftates ; prefides in that affembiy, \i3S the caft- 
ing vote, and the power of pardon : in his ab- 
fence, his place is fupplled by the fenior coun- 
fellor of ftate. The three eftates form the fu- 
perior tribunal ; and to them lies an appeal from 
the inferior courts of juftice. They are compofcd 
of twelve judges, divided into three eftates : the 
firft confifts of the four fenior counfellorsof ftate, 
who are noble ; the fecond, of the four chatelains 
ofLanderon, Boudry, ValdeTravers, andThielle; 
the third, of four counfellors of the town of Neu- 
chatel. Thejudges in the firft and fecond divi- 
fion liold their places for life i thofe in the third 
are appointed annually. 

The council of ftate is entrufted with the exe- 
cution of the laws, the adminiftration, and poUcc. 



fpiritprrvail. Thclil 
the rrofi ablblme mo 
magiftraic, are bcttei 

molt democrat ical can 
llicrc is no pmp'-rcy 
value iifa pall ol milk 
ral ciicoiirng<.-jiK']it is 
in the couiicry. The 
trade and comnicrcc. 
greatly augminicd the 
fowcr principle in (on 
cafions a dccrtalc of t 
conflitiilion of Rliode 
tliisof Ncui'liati-I, in tl 
cordinfily celebrated a 
govcrmiicnt in antiqiiii 
nappy upon the order, 
population of tliatconr 
in three brandies has bt 
of reconciling law am. 
ill modern times. Ita 
lore, i:a axpi.u.is leges, 
lu.iin majcltatcai tene.ii 
iHtiition tn whicii tlie c 
be in thai hLUMH' cunJit 
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fyho knows in mioti's clofer bands la draw 
The oppofing claims of liberty and law. 
Shall gain from virtue's breath a purer fame 
Than all the poet or thefagecan claim* 

IVhen will the tutelar gods of Rome awake , 
To fix the order of our -wayward flate ? 
That we may once more know each other ; — knam 
Th' extent of laws, prerogatives, and dues ; 
The hounds of rule and magijiracy ; who 
Ought firji to govern, and who mufi obey f 
It was not thus when godlike Scipio held 
The Jcale of power ; he who, with temperate poife^ 
Kneiv hffw to guide the people's liberty 
In its full bounds^ nor did the nobles wrong--^ 

* Pyc's Poems, vol, \. [>. 1 54, i jj. 
f Otway't FaU of Mahiu, K& u Ic. i. 
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DIRECTIONS TO THE IIMBIOI^ 



CUT the title off from the firft ikcct in Vol. I. 
and place it after the baftard-title. — The two baftaid- 
titlcsat the end of Vols. II. & III. to be cut off and 
placed before the general titles. — ^The portrait of Mr. 
Adams to face the general title in Vol. I.— The hal^ 
fheet containing the accouiu of the autboif to precedt 
the work. 
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